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“He’s out in the parlor right now looking at TV. Ev-
ery afternoon as right as rain, he looks at that show
wherethem kids dance.... Hedont like theshow atall,
buthewont miss it. You oughta hear what he says ab-
out thosepoor kids.”—from A Confederacy of Dunces
by John Kennedy Toole

Many are the opportunities in life to make fun of Da-
vid Austin Green, 90210% Brian Silver. For years, the
least charismatic male member of the cast has been mis-
representing hip-hop and R&B in a manner that makes
Bud Bundy/David Faustino look really fresh. Much to
the dismay of the Artsweek staff, Slim Kid Tre of The
Pharcyde has confirmed that he is producing Green’s
forthcoming hip-hop album, resultingly giving credibil-
ity to a pompously ridiculous person.

So, when my trip to Las Vegas last weekend turned
completely surreal, it was my disdain for Brian Austin
Green that inspired me to investigate further.

Saturday afternoon, we managed to geta room at the
Hard Rock Hotel. | had a feeling that we had checked
into the coolestplace on Earth, because ifthe Hard Rock
Hotel isnt the coolest place on Earth, it is definitely the
coolest place in Las Vegas. f

The Hard Rock has managed to move all of the tour-
ists who are drawn to the world-famous souvenir shops
into distant comers. What is leftfor those who gamble at
the hotel isan atmosphere that convinces eveiyone there
that they are cool. Cooler than the RV-driving, nickel
slot-playing, Sigffied and Roy-watching tourists who
dominate the strip. As a testamentto God’s mercy, there
are no buffets in the Hard Rock Hotel. And I don’t know
if God has the best taste in music: They play selections
ranging from Led Zepplin to Bob Marley to Weezer, but
it’s bearable.

| expected our room to be cooler. There were nice pic-
tures of Eddie Vedder singing and a bunch of kids in a
mosh pit, but otherwise it was a normal room with two
queen-size beds for me and my two friends to share.

What was odd was the loud music coming from the
window. Drawingthe curtains open, I stepped into an al-
ternate dimension where my unconscious desires came
to lifeto teach me the lessons that go along with being 21
years ofage. Iwas in Las Vegas to celebrate my21sthirth-
day; For my 21st birthday, MTV’s The Grind was being
filmed in die Hard Rock Hotel’s pool just below my
room. 1 was definitely in the coolest place on Earth.

Immediately, | decided on running into the middle of

the filming. It was the perfect plan.  would cause a small
measure of pain to MTV, a conglomerate that has given
its share of pain tQ me (nofto mention pleasure). But I
couldn’t convince my friends that they should go down
with me so | could embarrass myself. After a while, |
stoppedtryingand joined them in leaning offthe balcony
and watching The Grind live.

It looks even more contrived in person, but it’s justas
easy to startwatching itand not realize what you are do-
ing. My attention span is about four minutes, so about
everyfourminutes, lwould take myneed to go down and
disruptthe filmingand turn it into an offensive comment
that | yelled at the dancers below. My friends and |
started getting intoxicated and my comments became
more and more appropriate. “This is ridiculous. You
guys are horrible. Nobody dances like this!”

It’s true, nobody dances like they do on The Grind.
Nobody stays in one spot and just moves to their own
rhythm, oblivious to everything but the camera. Dancing
is a mating thing, and | guess the ultimate mate to
dancers on The Grind is the camera. Ifyou are on cam-
era, that’s real. You're really grinding.

It was then that | saw Brian Austin Green, wearing a
Pharcyde shirt. I couldn't be as lenient with him as | was
with file other participants on The Grind. He gets to be
on TV all the time. He was filmed in a scene on 90210

where he was on a lawn chairtrying to rhyme along with
the DAS EFX hit “They Want EFX.”

“Fucker, you suck!” | screamed about three times be-
fore I had to check the mirror in the bathroom to see
what | look like when I'm being an asshole.

I don’t know if | justgot caught up on celebrating my
birthday, but at some point Saturday, | forgotabout The
Grind and focused on the splendor of the Hard Rock
Hotel’s innards. 1t was hard for me to do. Understand, |
watch MTV without restraint; | have trouble watching
any other channel. It feels like wasting time. Anyway, |
had already lost most of the money that | had decided
would be fun to lose, so | decided to focus on file bar. At
some point, | also decided to pass out.

I woke up Sunday to the incessant dance beat of The
Grind. I couldn’t sleep anyway, so | wrapped myselfin-
side the curtain and watched The Grind from tile win-
dow. Itwas then I realized | had the opportunity to pos-
sibly make fun of Brian Austin Green to his face. |
grabbed my room key and headed for the pool.

Itwas windy, warm desertwind. Iwas allowed into the
pool area and told the two places | was allowed to go
while The Grind was filming. “Over there and over
there,” the security guy said with appropriate points.
One over there was the part of the huge pool not being
grinded, the other over there was the bar. Being 21, |
chose the bar.

Needless to say, the pool area was the coolest pool
area in the world and the bar wasnt bad. For the first
time in my life, I sat down atan almost-empty barand de-
cided to spend some time.

The only other person at the bar was reading a book |
didn't recognize. He watched me forget my room num-
berin an attemptto establish a tab. But, everything was
cool and | ordered a margarita.

The guy nextto me said, “I’mmaking astatement.” He
then read outloud from his book, which turned outto be
A Confederacy of Dunces by J.K. Toole.

I laughed and said, “This is so surreal.”

“Absolutely. This is nothing but masturbational ma-
terial for 14-year-old boys.”

I was trying to remember if | had ever jerked offto The
Grind, when the bartender, an attractive woman called
MJ, started giving the specifics about The Grind’ stay at
the Hard Rock Hotel. They were filming for two days,
they did 18 shows, all with the same people. The people
were locals and they changed clothes every other epi-
sode. The small cutoff area closestto the bar was filled
with professional dancers. They were the only ones used
for close-ups. Beautiful women in bikinis were wearing
shoes so they could really get their grind on. The rest of
the professional dancers were dressed in costumes simi-
Lqr to those undercover cops wear in movies, way top

ip.

Theguy nextto me in the bar turned outto be working
on the new Tim Burton movie being filmed in Las Vegas,
Mars Attacks. Only 23 and claiming to know everyone
in Hollywood | worship, he gave me some detailed ad-
vice about how to make itin the business. For some ob-
scene reason, he figured itallhad to do with hope. Like it
was a prop, he showed me the palm of his hand. It had
ff)e.wor$ “Jigpe” .written on it.

KEVIN GLEASON/Daily Nenia
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*TMJ Treatment
e Ask About “Invisible Braces”

$ 2 5 9 9 «Saturday Appointments Available

« Financing available
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Pastas Nonfat Shakes
* Spicy Marinara 4f Strawberry Banana
* Pesto Marinara * Peppermint Patty

* Sundried Tomato 4t Chocolate Caramel
* Fresh Tomato, Garlic 8 Olive Oil * Nestle's Mint Crunch
* Chicken Broccoli Alfredo * Caramel Banana

* Pesto 41 Plha Colada

* Artichoke Alfredo 4i Coconut Rum

* Lemon Garlic Cream 4t Kahlua

* Pepperoni Pizza Pasta 4t Chocolate Coffee

* Veggie Lasagna Pasta 4t Esklmocha

& 30 MORE & 70 MORE
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20% off camera rentals
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supplies

Art Studio 120
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JEWBILEE

This year’s Santa Barbara Jewish Festival commemorates a decade of celebration of
Jewish culture and community this Sunday in Oak Park. The event is the first of eight
local ethnic festivals to be held this season, all ofthem outdoors and free ofadmission.

This is a particularly special year for the gathering. 1996 marks the 10th annual
celebration in Santa Barbara as well as the 3,000th anniversary of the establishment of
Jerusalem as the capital of the Jewish homeland.

History, tradition, lively bands, handcrafted arts, dancing forboth novices and mas-
ters, and the sheer beauty of Sunday in the park lend added significance to the festivi-
ties, according to Rabbi Steve Cohen, director of Hillel.

“Therewillbe greatfood, musicand a nice atmosphere of camaraderie,” Cohen said.
“There will be a lot for children as well as people of all ages to do. This is the single
largest Jewish festival in Santa Barbara every year.”

The annual celebration features the usual tantalizing array of traditional Jewish
food, booths selling their wares, belly dancing and folk dance instruction. The newest
addition to the festivities is the Ventura Klemzer Band, according to Judi Stotland, ex-
ecutive director of the Santa Barbara Jewish Foundation.

“Klemzerbands are the music ofthe ghetto. They were the bands ofweddings,” Stot-

land said. “If you hear it and have any Jewish background, you can hear it in your
bones.”

Ofcourse, you don’t have to be Jewish to enjoy the event. In past years, the festival
has drawn a crowd of several thousand people, Jews and gentiles alike, bringing
together people from all over Santa Barbara, the Central Coast and Los Angeles.

“Our intent is to celebrate Jewish life for the general population,” Stotland said.

The roots of the celebration are with UCSB. The campus’Hillel has been the major
oiganizer of the festival throughout the decade.

“The festival is a creation of UCSB Hillel,” Stotland said. “It’s their vision of what
this should be.”

One warning from one with a Jewish mother and festival veteran: Watch out for the
nice women who tell you that you need more meat on your bones — you might find
yourselfpersuaded to consume afew too many knishes. In that case, a little brisk Israeli
dancing will do the trick.

The Sgnta Barbara Jewish Festival will take place in Oak Park on Sunday May 5.

For more information, call 963-0244.
—Nicole Milne

M &€ classics

Wanna hear something exciting? Betcha do! Well, a three-time Grammy-winning
actiscomingto campus! No, it’snot DJ Jazzy Jeffand the Fresh Prince, butthe Juilliard
String Quartet, who will perform Mozart’s Quartetin G Major, K. 387, American com-
poser Roger Sessions’Quartet No. 2 and Beethoven’s Quartet in C-Sharp Minor, Op.
131, in Campbell Hall on May 8.

The 50-year-old Juilliard String Quartet is the resident quartet of the Juilliard
School. Comprised ofRobert Mannand Joel Smirnoff (violins), Samuel Rhodes (viola)
and Joel Krosnick (cello), the quartetisworld-renowned for making chamber musican
instant, involving experience that has been compared to theater in its artistic impact.

The quartet has been especiallyrevered forits vitalityand ability to turn great master-
pieces into modem classics through interpretive insightand spontaneity. “While thor-
oughly prepared ... the quar-
tet can make it seem as if
something were at stake at
each moment, with the play-
ers discovering it as they
play,” wrote the New York
Times.

The quartet has prog-
rammed close to 500 different
works, approximately half of
which are contemporary
pieces from known and un-
known American composers.

They have premiered more

than 60 pieces by American

composers as well as those

froma dozen other countries.

Furthermore, the quartet has

Aresented more than 5,000 concerts in North America, South America, Europe, Asia
and the Pacific.

That’s a list ofachievements even more impressive than DJ Jazzy Jeffand the Fresh
Prince can claim.

TheJuilliard String Quartetperforms in UCSB’s Campbell Hall Wednesday May
8at8p.m. Therewill be a freepreperformance talk at 7p.m. Tickets range from $10
to $20 and can be purchased through Arts & Lectures by calling 893-3535.

—Eric Steuer
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Ele p hun

Who will ever forget Babar the curious young elephant? Babar’s adventures in the
wild and among royalty have enchanted countless fans, not excluding this arts writer.
Delightfully, Babar is no longer confined to the page. Author Jean de BrunhofPs fam-
ous series of books featuring Babar, the king ofthe elephants, has been adapted to live
performance form and isready for public consumption: Theatreworks/USA isbringing
their production of Babar’s Birthday to campus this Saturday.

Babar’s Birthday displays Babar grappling with life problems. He learns about real
responsibility, hard work and forgiveness. Arthur, Celeste and Zephir, Babar’s un-
forgettable friends, are presentasalwaysand play theirpartin helping Babar realize his
full potential as king.

Theatreworks/USA iscelebratingits 35th yearas the premier companyforyoungau-

Young Abe Lincoln and Move It and It’s Yours.

Don’tbe fooled—Babarisnotjustforthe kids. Babar’s sweetnessand innocentcur-
iosity give everyone a great model for good nature and forthrightness. Babar’s Birth-
day will also be a great chance for those of us with previous Babar experience to revisit
the days of bedtime stories and make-believe. Surely, any of us remember Babar’s
triumphant recovery from the death ofhis mother and his period of adjustment as he
realizes that he will be king.

The Arts & Lectures presentation of the Theatrezvorks/USA production of Ba-
bar’s Birthday will be in Campbell Hall Saturday May 4 at 4 p.m. Tickets are$4 for
children and students and $6 for general admission.

—Noah Blumberg

May Atloon!
PROG-ROCK MASTERS

IN STORKE PLAZA
DONOTMISSm |

Thursday, May 2,1996 3 A

An evening ofjazz with Bluenote
recording artist...

£ hetlie(firtet

with special guest

Django

Tickets are on sale NOW at the A.S. Ticket Office, Morpinglory in 1.V. and at all
Ticketmaster outlets. Charge by Phone: 893-2064. Info: 893-2833.
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BRUCE MCDONALD THE HYPNOTIST

TUES « MAY 14 «9 PM IV THEATER
$3 STUPraMTS -jjp GENERAT,

Vow ** Clowskulls
Friday-May 31-9:00pm

TICKETS GO ON SALE THIS MONDAY (5/6) AT 10:00 AM AT THE A.S. TICKET
OFFICE, MORNINGLORY, Aer?nAbL TICKETMASTER LOCATIONS. «M Ns

Po you want to pat onconcerts

snob as Adam Sandler er NOFX?

A.S. Program is hiring for the '97/97 year. No
expeience is necessary and there's a variety
ofjobs from concert director to movie coor-
dinator to choose from. Come on down to
room 1519 of the UCen and pick up an appli-
cation quick because they are due this Friday.

HUB JAZZ HOUR RETURNS
WEDNESDAY- MAY 8 «3-5 PM
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"MY OWN INK"

Ideal to include in graduation announcements.

Resume photos Introduction cards
Two-sided, full color, laminated, "trading card" format.
Your favorite photo transformed into a very personal statement.
Call (805) 967-7553, ext. 101 email:MAPSTABARB@aoUom
With this ad - buy TWO 16 Card sets, get a Third set FREEt
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To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the
most challenging.

Aries (March 21-Aprll 19)-Today is a4-Financial matters need to be

handled now. Don’t put them offany longerorthey! costyou even more.

Be careful ifyou’re takingouta loon. The otherguy’s advantage is hidden

inthe fine print

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Today is a 6 @ump into an old job this

morning and finish it up. You'll get a new burst of eneigy this afternoon.

The competition gets fiercer then, too Don’t worry, you may win through

sheer bravado.

Gemini (May 21-June 21)- Today s a 4 - Somebody you've been stall-
ingisstarting to get upset Save youretrands for this weekend; you need

to concentrate now. This afternoon will be horrible if you don't get an

overdue job done this morning.

Cancer (June 22-July 22)-Todayisa 10- Yournumbersare on the rise

again - life'sgettingeasier. Anold friend has a serious proposition. I1fyou

want a forever commitment, ask for it this evening. Don't let a stranger
spoil your plans.

Leo (July 23-Ang. 22) -Today isa 5 - Things grind to a standstill. Con-
siderallyour options carefullybefore proceeding. Anolder person is push-
ing for a decision, but you need to make sure your interests are pro-
tected.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today isa 10 - You're on a roll. Along-dis-
tance call could bring what you need. Take a bold move toward goals you

and your sweetheart share this afternoon. Watch out for a bizarre devel-
opment tonight.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - Today is a 4 - You’re not much of a
businessperson, butyou can learn. Do that. Ifyou aren’t wise about your
money, you'll lose it to somebody who is. Ifyou need help, ask a trust-
worthy Taurus.

Scorpio(OcL 24-Nov. 21) -Todayisa7-Y ou’restrongtoday,butthe
other guy’s even stronger. This could be one tough poker hand. Play it
dose to the vest. You'll be well advised to go along with your partner’s
decision tonight.

Sagittarius (Now. 22-Dec. 21) - Today is a 3 -You’re under almost too
much pressure. Ifyour sense of humor’s wearing thin, you know you're
in trouble Hold out a little while longer. 1t’ll get slightly worse, unfortu-
nately, before it gets better.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Today isa 9 - Your friends give you the
supportyou need to turn a tough job into child’s play. Get that handled
early, so you have plenty of time for love tonight. You and your sweetie
need to make a big decision.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Fcb. 18)-Todayisa5-Y ouhavedecisionstomake,
affecting your home, your career, or both. Choose carefully, but don’t
procrastinate much longer. Youroptions diminish soon.

Hsces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is a 10 - A distant contact is very

valuable. Skillsyou're learning will help you make the rightconnection. A
sibling’s or neighbor'sexpertise helps you push past whateverwas inyour

way. Go for it!

Today’s Birthday (May 2). Finish up old stuffand set goals in May. Buy

rC aloved one an expensive gift in June. Put down roots in August Work

JL.
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through Septemberand form a partnership in October. Choose carefully;
this union will last. Find a treasure in December. Go back to a favorite old
place around the first of the year. Make a career decision in February.
There’s a test in April.

TRY OUR
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Hungry
Hunter?

Grrrreat. The Weekend Connection.
In Friday’s Daily Nexus.

Tim Molloy investigates
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The second involvement with

installment in
a series

OK, so Matthew Sweetwrites some pretty commercial jingles. He’s more or less said
ithimself: Ofhis lastalbum, 100% Pun, Sweet said he challenged himselfto write tight
and economical pop songs.

“I tried to make a more simple and directrecord,” he told USA Todaya year ago. But
lately, Sweet’s been commercial in a new way.

His latest song to receive heavy airplay is extremely tight and economical. Ina re-
markable display ofsongwriting efficiency, it squeezes in two verses and two choruses
in less than a minute.

It’s Sweet’s take on the “Always Coca-Cola” song. It’sa commercial thatairs on “al-
ternative” and “adult-album-altemative” stations and is part ofa new ad campaign that
features popular artists performing their own versions of the jingle.

“Itgives us the freedom to target differentaudiences using differentversions and dif-
ferentartists,” said Coca-Cola spokesperson Susan McDermott. “Matthew Sweetwas
one ofthe artists thatwe identified to record a version ofthe song thatwould appeal to
more alternative and album-oriented stations.”

The “Always Coca-Cola” song debuted in 1993 and has “been really popular with
consumers,” McDermott added. The original version sounds like a series of limp for-
tune cookie messages put to music. “Wherever there is school there will always be
homework,” it warns at one point

But Sweet’s version isn’t that much better: Found a penny, picked it up / Wished
someday he’d hold her / "Stead they shared a smile / And ice-cold Coca-Cola. It
doesn’t get more insipid than this.

The one time | saw Matthew Sweet perform live, he wasn't drinking a Coke. He was
drinking a beer, apparently hoping to qUell stage fright. “Somebody told me I should
tell a joke,” he explained to the crowd in a little aside about his nervousness. Then he
sipped his beer and started playing.

Is itweird to see Sweet—whose record company, Zoo Entertainment, sells him as
an “alternative” or “college” act—doing an ad for the most mainstream product in the
U.S. not affiliated with Disney? Does it make him — gasp — a sellout?

No, according to Zoo spokesperson Mike Cubillos.

“Matthew has always been into pop culture, so it was something he just kind of
wanted to do,” he said.

But Cubillos didn’t seem to want to dwell on this and changed the subjecta couple
times during our conversation. Did | want him to send me a copy of the new Killing
Joke album? he asked. Sure, | said.

Cubillos eventuallywenton about Sweet. “Itdepends how you lookat it, I guess,” he
said. “I think Matthew’s agreatartist regardless ofwhether he did a Coke commercial.”
Also, did | know there was a new Tool album coming out, probably in September? |
didn, I said, and made a little mental note: Tool’s 1993 anal-rape anthem “Prison Sex”
is a really cool song, even if it is pretty scary.

Cubillos went on. Sweet’s doing a lot of other stuff besides Coke commercials, he
said. Did I know he was also on the soundtracks for The Craftand Brain Candy, the
latter of which features comedians The Kids in the Hall? Itold Cubillos how great the
Sweetsongwas in Brain Candy, eventhough I couldn’t rememberit. I justthoughtthe
movie was funny.

| wanted to ask more about the whole Coke thing, but | started losing interest in it
abouttwo minutes into ourconversation. | wasthinking about the three orfouralbums
Cubillos had promised to send me during our digressions.

But I kind of have to agree with what he was saying about Coke being a big part of
pop culture. I've gotten the “Always Coca- Cola”song stuck in my head every time I've
sat down to do homework since 1993.

And lalso had to agree about Sweet’s obsession with pop culture. This isa guy who
has a Ren and Stimpy cartoon tattooed on his arm. He did a cover of the song from
Speed Racer, and 1've heard he’salso planning a cover ofthe Flipper theme. He’s writ-
ten songs about comic book characters and made a Japanimation-style video.

He’s apparently doing tie-ins with other big corporations, too. Kellogg’s Rice Kris-
pies Treats and Cocoa Krispies have a new deal where you can order a compact disc
featuring Sweet, DJJazzy Jeffand the Fresh Prince, and La Bouche. But | guess it kind
of makes sense fora guy so into cartoons to do a tie-in with two ofthe top cereals kids
sit down with and eat every Saturday morning.

The fundamental thing | agree with Cubillos about is that Sweet is a great artist
whether he does a Coke ad or not. Maybe he just thought doing the song would be a
great feather in his pop culture cap.

Maybe it’s evenneatin asurreal sort ofwayto hear him on the ad, once you get used
to it It’s just a shame that the song has to suck so much.

Now if they’d make “Prison Sex” into a Coke ad, thafd be something.

* Tim Molloy interviewed Matthew Sweet for Artsweek last fall v
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Nightmares on Wax
Smokers Delight
Wax Trax/TVT

Inthis “new age,” people are goi
to greater lengths than ever befor
getin touch with themselves. We
past-life study and psychotherapy
see what makes us tick, while one !
the most popular and time-tested
methods for self-exploration re-
mains dream analysis. And why
shouldn’t it? The images in dreams
seep out ofour own minds and must
mean something to us.

“Nightmares on Wax is where you
turn out your wildest dreams, which
iswhatwe try to do with our music,”
said Geoige Evelyn, the man who is
Nightmares on Wax. Evelyn began
his trip years ago with longtime
friend Kevin Harper as the second-
everact to be signed to the respected
Warp Records label. The duo gained
success with hip-hop-laced techno
anthems like “Aftermath.”

Now Evelyn is solo and continu-
ing his journey into hi&own mind.
On his new release, Smokers De-
light, things have taken shape in the
form of a unique blend of hip-hop,
soul and electro-funk. Far from what
I would call nightmares, these tracks
display a true understanding of what
makes a groove — not your typical,
booty shakin’, thick bass groove, but
intelligent bits tightly woven into
music with feeling.

The mutating breaks of “Groove
St.” get the head noddin’ as tight
snares lick hollow toms echoing over
a restrained kick. Over the blunted
beats, tweaked vocals drone as a
bassline bubbles up to complete a
plate offunk. On a more ethereal tip,
the mellow vibes of “Rise” use aiiy
strings that soar above a laid-back
bongo lineand a jazzy organ melody,
creating a kite ride through blue
summer skies.

Inevery cuton Smokers Delightis
a palpable essence of the soul that is
unfortunately missing from much of
the music produced today, while the
creativity in the work makes for one
ofthe mostinterestingand enjoyable
albums released this year. If George
Evelyn’s nightmares can tell you any-
thing about him, itis that he is a very
talented individual.

—Matt Turner

Afghan Whies
Elektra

Black Love \(

This album is real “in your face.”
Impassioned vocals, fast, sharp gui-
tar chopsand themesofmurderreign
supreme. Every song is a desperate
epic discovering the depths of de-
pression. The first number, “Crime
Scene,” is about killing enemies and
throwing away your life. The whole
album has a huge sound which
singer/songwriter Greg Dulli ampli-.
fies with his at times overzealous
vocals. He sings stufflike, “Tonight I:
say goodbye to everyone who lows
,rpe." Black Love, however, is every
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bit as great as its amazing predeces-
sor, Gentlemen.
—Noah Blumberg

Brian Setzer Orchestra / Guitar
Slinger / Interscope

Remember the Stray Cats? Well,
that band’s vocalist, Brian Setzer,
has fused his renowned rockabilly
sound with big band stylings to form
a unique genre of music with cross-
generational appeal —you can listen
to this one with your grandparents!
With songs like “Town Woithout
Pity,” “My Baby Only Cares for Me (I
Think of Itasa Love Song)” and, for
all you Stray Cats fans, a new rendi-
tion of "Rumble in Brighton,” Gui-
tar Slingerisa fabulous treat. Atten-
tion lounge lizards: This is a must
have!

—Connie Maher

The Sugarplastic / Bang, the Earth
Is Round / DGC

It’s weird, because | don't really
like Gary Numan, but | like pretty
much every band that sounds like
they like Gary Numan. The Sugarp-
lastic is one of those bands and their
newest disc has been in heavy rota-
tion in my stereo since | got it

Innocent pop songs abound on
this LA trio’s second full-length. Ben
Eshbach uses his lyrics and voice to
create several diverse narrators who
sing songs that sound as ifthey were
snatched from a Broadway musical.
(It’s easy to picture a group of frus-
trated commoners appearing from
sidestage to complain, “We wont to
find what the smart people find!” on
“Don’t Sleep.”) Nobody’s made
corny, cutesy pop this good fora ma-
jor label since Weezer. Believe that,

—Fric Steuer, Jr.

Lonnie Smith/ Move YourHand/
Blue Note

Hearing Move Your Hand at a
friend’s house two years ago en-
hanced my liking and respect for
Lonnie Smith and made me hopeful
that the album would be reissued,
Now it has been, so don’t sleep!

Recorded live at Club Harlem,
Move Your Hand contains several
examples of Smith’s “psychedelic
groove.” The first song, “Charlie
Brown,” has Ronnie Cuber on bari-
tone sax, adding a dimension not
usually associated with music that is
termed “groovy.” His presence is
whatadds to the total sound, making
itfuller. Anothersong, “Layin’in the
Cut,”isone of myfavorites onthis re-

cord. Lonnie’s psychedelic style
comes into full effect to bring this
groove to a medium tempo that’ll
make any listener’s head bob.
“Move Your Hand” features Lon-
nie on vocals. This song will enable
the listener to hear the passion and
emotion which Smith puts into his
music and is a definite mix-tape
classic. The last song, “Sunshine
Superman,” is the most uptempo
track on the album. Ithas phat solos,
breaks and a sound that seems to en-
velop your soul, making you part of
the music as your body moves to the
groove.
—Nathan Ghio

Unwound / Repetition / Kill Rock
Stars

This is the third album Unwound
has released in the last year, and
there’s not a bit of filler. Unwound
will lead you on with simple bassand
drums and then break your friggin’
ass with slicing, bending guitar and
apocalyptic lyrics like, “It’san invita-
tion to an infiltration.” It’s progres-
sive punk music. It’s serious stuff
that will scare you, even with its
basic structure and plainly expressed
lyrics. Also, Unwound manages to
create beautiful sounds amidst the
driving fervor. “Lady Elect” exempli-
fies this. Artsweek recommends.

—Noah Blumberg

Various Artists / Insomnia — The
Erick Sermon Compilation Album
/ Interscope

I've kinda been waiting to hear
this aloum for a while. Insomnia is
an album’s worth of various emcees
kicking rhymes over Erick Sermon-
produced tracks. Standout cuts in-
clude Redman’s current single,
“Funkorama,” Jamal & Califs “Beez
Like That (Sometimes)” and Keith
Murray’s previously released “It’s
That Hit.” | also like The Wixtons’
“Up Jump the Boogie” (although it’s
nothing special lyrically, Sermon’s
underlying track is an instant head-
nodder) and L.O.D.’s "I Like It,”
where the rappersounds a lot like his
homeboy Keith Murray. Other dope
tracks include efforts by Domo,
Tommy Gunn and the album’s
closer, Erick Sermon’s solo piece
“Reign.” Sermon’s fans will appreci-
ate this compilation, no doubt, but it
mightbe hand forthe average listener
to get past the common (almost
monotonous) feel to the music.
Check it out for yourself.

—Todd “One” Mumford

JMascis/ Martin andMe/ Reprise

J Mascis is the man who writes the
music and sings for Dinosaur Jr. This
is a collection of his live, acoustic
solo performances from the last year
and a half or so. Many great Dino-
saurJr. songs, mostly from recent al-,.

bums, are included. Highlights in-
clude “Flying Cloud,” Thumb” and
afun version ofthe Smiths’ “The Boy
With the Thom in His Side.” J goofs
off a lot with his whiny, growling
voice and his fast guitar, which defi-
nitely give a new perspective on the
songs. Anyhow, the solo-acoustic
presentation is a great way to appre-
ciate and reappreciate J’s beautiful
songwriting:

—Noah Blumberg

LOVE AND ROCKETS

SWEET FA

Love and Rockets / Sweet FJL /
American

Industrial, alternative, folk,
whatever!

I've been waiting for this album
forever. Yeah, Love and Rockets put
out Hot Trip to Heaven nottoo long
ago, but who really thought it was
any good? Sweet F.A. is the band at
its best and most creative. The song
“Sweet Lover Hangover” isa delight,
butwhat I found even more beautiful
to my ears were the songs that sound
like they're from older albums such
as Earth Sun Moon and Express.
The songs “Judgement Day” and
“Fever” definitely sound like the old
stuff, but don’t get me wrong —
they’re still... refreshing! What more
can | say? It’s beautiful music, peo-
ple! Get it.

—Connie Maher

Kwest tha Madd Lad / This Is My
First Album / American

Kwest tha Madd Lad reminds me
ofakid lusedto know in juniorhigh.
He had all kinds of rhymes and no-
body could beat him in a freestyle,
but thankfully, he was also a lot of
fun to be around. In fact, | don’t
think he evertried to representinany
way, shape or form.

One of the tightest albums out
right now, Kwest’s debut is filled
with rhymes, beats and concepts far
doper than a majority of his hard-
faced peers. He maintains without
fronting— Kwestwould rather make
you laugh or think (imagine that!)
than simply look tough with a micin
his hand. Kwest’s flows go perfectiy
with beats by Tony D., LA Jay, Da
Baka Boyz and Dan Chamas and
combine to make an album that
shines with creativity. Kwest’s kee-
pin’ it surreal in 1996.

—FErik Steuer, Sr.

Dean Fraser/ Dean Plays Bob Vol-
ume Two / Ras

Dean Fraser’s latest is an album of
14 remakes of songs written by Bob
Marley, including “Rastaman
Chant,” Talking Blues,” “Crisis,”
“Chant Down Babylon,” “Sun Is
Shining” and “Zimbabwe.” The
music is mostly instrumental with
jazz fiava, featuring Fraser on saxo-
phone, although “Bad Card” and
“No Woman No Cry” have vocals in
the background. (There is also a bo-
nus interview with Fraser and Doc-
tor Dread.) The disc was recorded in
Kingston, Jamaica, and mixed by the
great Jim Fox at Lion and Fox in
Washington, D.C. These are nice re-
nditions of Bob Marley songs, and
thiseffortisnotonlyforreggae lovers
but for jazz lovers as well.
—Francoise Cromer, Geoff Mognis
V> jyVvu:-'tyld Shannon Riley
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You are invited to the

second annual reception and
book signing in honor of

UCSB
Women Faculty
Authors

Featured authors include:
Denise Bielby, Maurizia Boscagli,
Barbara Holdrege, Lynn Koegel, SuzanneJ. Levine,
Shirley Geok-lin Lim, Lily Maestas, Carol Pasternack

This reception has been established to honor
women authors at UCSB who have published
books within the last year.

TODAY!

Thursday, May 2, 3-5pm
UCSB Women's Center
Introduction o fauthors will be made at3:30pm.

Co-sponsored by the UCSB Bookstore.

Thursday, May2 /4 p.m.
UCen Corwin Pavilion / Free

UCSB Professor in Psychology and the Neuroscience Research
Institute, Dr. Jacobs explores how color vision is biologically
possible and why we have it at all. The Annual Faculty
Research Award is the highest honor given to faculty
members by their colleagues.

For more information: 893-3535 v/tdd

Swap any Rubes for...

$2000ff

m ~ LARGE 16” otfi
M B M [P «Medium 12” Pizza
presente... Otte OT fnOrR tOPPIDES

RU beS By Leigh Rubin

It was clear that now was not the best
time for Nanook to mention the price of
the optional automatic ice maker.

|Woodsfock*$ ~zza 92% Emb. del Norte 96S-6969,
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Healing the Student Body:
Spirituality & Your Health

Distinguished Panel Members will

discuss thefollowing questionfrom

Religious, Academicand Medical
perspectives.

"How do
SPIRITUALITY
& PRAYER
Contribute to Healing?"

Tuesday, May 7th
4-5:30 pm
UCen, "Flying A" Rm.
Refreshments will be served.
Sporsoredby tre UCSB Interfaith Coundil

FREE LECTURE
mfiou bo fp ibitudiU]
4 MpE*Leahto

ft GdstUM ¢ deuce
by Julio C. Rivas, C.S.

Member of The Christian
Science Board of lectureship

Tuesday; MAY 7th
8-9:30 pm = Girvetz 1004

Sponsored by the UCSB
Christian Science Organization

Questions & Answer Session
For information call 6 83-9402

Ready to
Sing,
Ready to

Dance,
Ready to

Save

And it'’s a
beautiful day.
| Coupon Tuesday,
j In the Nexus—
| Tuesday!

Asian/Asian American
Pacific Islander

CULTURE WEEK

Daily Nexus

Falling Off @ FeelsGdl

An elite unit ofthe 1950s Los Angeles Police Dept, known as the Hat
Squad is the focus of the new film Mulholland Falls. The Hat Squad
made their own rules to enforce the law, which included notnecessarily
legal actions. With this policy they would give criminals lessons they
wouldn’t forget. When the team became deeply involved with a strange
murder investigation, the power that could bring them down was
revealed.

Sound exciting? Well, fens of the tough cop or mobster genre won't
be disappointed with the actionand complexity ofthe characters. How-
ever, the tough cop premise is not diverged from significantly enough to
avoid pulling down the quality of Mulholland Falls.

Fairly good performances by all and thorough character develop-
ments are the plusses to this film, which is a cross between The Un-

touchables and typical mystery thrillers.

Nick Nolte turns out a fairly decent performance as Max Hoover, the
leader of the Hat Squad. Hoover has a personal involvement with a
murdervictim that threatens not only his job but relations with his wife
Katherine (Melanie Griffith). Chazz Palminteri is Ellery Coolidge,
Hoover’s longtime partnerand best friend. The two share a greatbond,
using humor to deal with the ugly sides of life.

Michael Madsen and Chris Penn are Eddie Hall and Arthur Relyea,
respectively, the other members of the Hat Squad. John Malkovich
plays the mysterious Gen. Thomas Timms well. Hoover’s memory pro-
duces what we see of Allison Pond (Jennifer Connelly) in flashbacks.

Mulholland Falls features some good performances but ultimately
offers nothing truly worthwhile in terms ofplot. Ifithad managed to get
beyond the standard cop/mystery/thriller premise, then I mightbe able
to recommend that you see it. However, ifyou like these particular ac-
tors, it might be worth a video rental.

—Brian Uyehara

6545 Pardall Rd.
Isla Vista, CA 968-6059

presents:

Thursday; May 2

A 12noon/Storke Plaza: New York-based Indie-rock band VERSUS

performs.

A Ipm/MCC Theater: Apand/discussion on media representations
featuring dIS * orient’s Howard Hong, Visual Communications’ Abe
Ferrer, and Arts Studio faculty Kip Fulbeck.

A 4-5pm/MCC: Asian American Studies Dept, hosts “Cup of Culture™; a
social gathering to talk with Asian American Studies professors and

students.

A 5pm/MCC Theater: (Video) Whos Goingto Papfo r These Donuts,

Anyway? by Janice Tanaka.

A 8pm/MCC Theater: Dan Kwong and a group of Asian American Men are
performance artists who will voice their experiences in creative forms.

EMERALD VIDEO

The Truth About Cats and Dogs is a clever little comedy focusing on
the inherent superficiality of male desire. Thanks largely to Janeane
Garofelo, who is terrific, and screenwriter Audrey Wells, it’s possibly
the funniest film since the magical To Die For.

Garofelo plays Abby, a veterinarian who does a daily phone-in on pet
problems for a Los Angeles radio station, dealing with, to my mind,
some seriously deranged individuals. I’'m particularly suspicious of dog
owners who fewn all over their pets. To my admittedly slightly de-
mented thought processes, this marks them as dangerously needy
personalities.

Anyway, when Abby, a slightly pudgy 5°1”, talks to admiring listener
Brian (Ben Chaplin) on the phone and arranges a meeting with him, she
describes herself, in a fit of insecurity, as looking more like her six-foot-
tall, rail-thin, wannabe-model neighbor Noelle (Uma Thurman). Thur-
man plays this character gently to the stereotype of the model as elon-

gated dimwit. Abbygets Noelle to act along with the charade that she is
Abby when Brian comes to the station.

The rest of the movie, directed by Michael Lehmann, is made up of
variations on this theme of misidentifying mind and body. This process
partially deconstructs the male sex drive as Brian isalternately attracted
to the mind (Abby) and then body (Noelle) ofwhat he thinks isthe same
woman. “Together we make the perfectwoman,” says Noelle. “No,” re-
plies Abby, “We’d make the perfectpolitical prisoner We’d complaina
lot and never eat anything.”

Annoyed by the feet that although women can often overlook the
physical while men cannot, Abby says, “I’m smartand charming with a
greatjob—iflwas aguy, women would be lining up to go out with me,”
an observation that could be read bitterly, but here isnt.

This iscomedy veiy much from a woman’sangle, though men should
still find more than enough to amuse them. Chaplin and Thurman are
both good, but it’s ex-stand-up comic Garofelo who holds things
together.

—Martin Knight

BRING IN ANY
NON-SEQUITUR AND
SAVE $1 ON ANY RENTAL

(S\/OidV\iﬂ']Otherdfer%
COUPON GOOO AT.TIME OF RENTAL ONLY

THE
. PRINCETON
D ILB E R T bySCOttAdémS presented by REVIEW
HERE'S YOUR PROBLEM. OH-OH. IT'S A. “TOKEN I'Ll WAIT A
THE CONNECTION TO THE RING" LAN « THAT MEANS YOU ARE.  WEEKTHEN TELL
NETWORK 1S BROKEN. THE TOKEN FELL OUT AND THE WIND  Hi/A THE TOKEN
ITS IN THIS ROOtA beneath /AUST BE IN THE
SOMEPLACE. IAY (ETHERNET."
WINGS
Thursday, May2/7 p.m. Preparation for the
N
Campbell Hall LSAT e GRE « GMAT = MCAT THE
A “Astonishing performances.” N.Y. Times Call todav f . hedules: PRINCETON
Stamng Sean Penn and Oscar-winner y Tor ourupcoming course schedules.
Susan Sarandon. 685-2221 REVIEW

Students: $4. At the door only. A

for more iitformattont 893-3535 v/tdd x | The Plaza, 7127 Hollister Ave., Suite 110

We Score More

?» 9 aw» *»
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Mexican composers will pay tribute to aspectacular military victory thathas come to
symbolize much more in the Festival de Mayo beginning today.
Cincode Mayo isa date ofgreatimportance forthe Mexicanand Chicano communi-

ties. It marks the victory of the Mexican army 05,000 ill-equipped Zapotec and Mes-
tizo Indians overthe French army in what came to be known as die “Batalla de Puebla”

on May 5,1862. The Mexicans were victorious despite being outnumbered three to MAY 8 & MAY 9
one.

Although Mexican independence actually came 50 years later, the “Batalla de Pue-

bla” came to represent a symbol of Mexican unity and patriotism. With this victory, . .
Mexico demonstrated to the world that itand all of Latin America were willing to de- 1130AM - 4OOPM

fend themselves from any foreign intervention (especially from imperialist states bent

OnTnggarc’grllggﬁf/tgi de Mayo is UCSB’s 5th Annual New Music Festival. The campus GRADUATE LOUNGE UCEN RM 2502

Ensemble for Contemporary Music is responsible for putting on four days of concerts

Ehat Wi”dbethhelﬁ atl)ternqlgily ?t UCSB’s Lotte Lehmann Concert Hall, La Casa de la (AEDEMJ]CU_TLRALGEI\HE:{)
T SPONSORED BY: AS/COMMUNTY AFFAIRS BOARD

Thursday, May 2,1996 7A

2NdANNUAL PRE-HEALTH m a

Mario Lavista, one of Mexico’s leading composers for the past 15 years, will attend,
as will established masters Leonardo Velazquez and Francisco Nunez. The Festival
will also feature emerging composers Eduardo Soto Millan and Sergio Ortiz.
The concerts will feature the postwar music of Mexico, performed by players from
UCSB and Mexico’s prestigious Institute Nacional de Bellas Artes.
The Festival’s events will notbe limited to preparing and performing the music. The FI N D OUT
composers will also deliver lectures on recent developments in Mexican artand parti- -

cipate in cross-cultural panel discussions. ulia Bernstein MCAT/AAMCASAPPUCAT|ON PROCESS

This week’s proceedings will include:
Today; The Proud Pre-Colombian Roots, 8 p.m, La Casa de la Raza, 601 E.

Montecito St., Free Admission; Music based on Aztec, Mayan, Nahuatl and

Quechuacultural traditions. ,,

May 3; Ricardo Gallardo, Percussion, 3 p.n\.» Lotte Lehmann Concert Hall, $5

at the door. Percussive aural delights combined with tape:

Also, Heart of Sun, Magic of Dawn, 8 p.m., Lotte Lehmann, $7 students, $10

general. Features Horacio Franco, and works with electronics, LISTEN UP

May 4: Towards New Beacons, 3 p.m., Lotte-Lehmann, $5 at door. Works by

Leonard Velazquez and Jesus Villasenor of Mexico, as well assinrhouse contri- TOSPEAKERS WORK|NG |N'|'|.E|.EN_'|‘|.| PR(]:ESSK)N

butions;
and La Poesia de Las Formas, 8 p.m., LLCC, $7 students.
May 5: The Gran Concierto Final, 6 pjn., Lobero Theatre,$12 general/ $7 stu-

dents. Features all five guest composers. C n R E
ne

NETWORK.
ACH CURRENT LNDERGRADUATE AND MEDICAL STUZENTS, UNVERSITY

SIAF, AND HEALTHPROFESSIONALS

ATTEND.
M st and Editor Don Suggs at the At VALUABLE VWORKSHOPS IN MEDICINE, CENTISTRY, PLBLC HEALTH,
Symposium Tuesclay May 1 4:00-5:30 PHARMACY, MOTHER HEALTHREALED ELDS

Buchanan 1920
DON'T MISS OUT!!!
THIS SATURDAY, MAY 4
WHERE: GIRVETZ THEATRE
' h ice! (North . .
A s g s o FROM 8.00AM - 4:00PM
Dance) at The Flying Dragon 22 West SPONSORED BY: LOS CURANDEROS & CAB
Mission at 8p.m. on Saturday
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Listen
foil.

Listen
foil.

Daily N

sAdam Corolla is coming

Live in Santa Barbara
with KJEE's own Brad and DM

YOU MAY WIN TICKETS TO
FOO FIGHTERS

WEEN

JAWBREAKER

at The Santa Barbara County Bowl
for the May 3 Show!

&
PRIMUS

at The Santa Barbara County Bowl
forthe Saturday, May 4 Show!

UCS&JLecreational Sports
e X eCc CenXoom #1110 e

68-6969

23rd Annual
Student/Alumni

Flag Football

Tournament

Saturday, May 18th &
Sunday, May 19th

$35/student team

£«%$h C/f*

£h4 M ay 6tA
97 until Z10
tpot* A7C

mu

Costs:

PreRegistered
Teams of 4

PreRegistered

FREE PIZZA AFTER THE RACE!
Compliments of Woodstock's Pizza of Isla Vista

*¥12

*40

4th Annual Ina Kristiansen

Sk/IOk Walk/Run
Saturday, May 4th

AU RUNNERS RECHVE A T-SHIRT & ARE ENTERED IN A RAFHE

Race Day

Race Day

exus



