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Softball Bats 
Hibernating; 
Team Falters
By Scott Hennessee 
Staff Writer

Women’s Hoops Drops 
NCAA Tourney Opener
■ Alexander Scores 26 Second-Half Points
By Brian Berger 
Staff Writer

When a team is playing at its 
best, it takes advantage of every 
opportunity afforded it during a 
game. Every hit seems to find a 
hole, and every big out is 
recorded.

Lately the UCSB softball team 
(20-19 overall, 4-10 in the Big 
West) has not been able to get 
that key hit or crucial out. Con
sequently, It has lost five of its 
last six games.

Sunday the Gauchos were 
shut out twice in a doubleheader 
sweep at the hands of Cal State 
Fullerton. Santa Barbara had 
eight singles in the first game, but 
left 10 runners stranded in a 4-0 
loss.

In the second game, Titan 
pitchers Danielle Ferreira and 
Dana Coombes combined to 
shut out the Gauchos 1-0 in a 
pitcher’s duel.

UCSB freshman pitcher Jen
nifer Tolton threw seven strong 
innings in a losing effort. Tolton 
gave up only two hits, and the 
one run was unearned. Fullerton 
center fielder Rachel Olivera 
dropped down a bunt and man
aged to make it all the way home

WASHINGTON, D.C. — When down by 17 points, the only thing 
left to do is attempt to charge back. The UCSB women’s basketball 
team nearly did just that March 15, when the squad’s season came to 
a close in a controversial 72-69 loss to Tulane University in the first 
round of the NCAA Tournament.

The Gauchos (24-7) reached the NCAA Tournament after defeat
ing UC Irvine 81-66 March 8, earning the Big West Conference’s 
automatic bid. Santa Barbara was then shocked and dismayed as the 
NCAA selection committee gave the team a #13 seed and placed it in 
the East Regional.

The early pace of the game vs. Tulane favored UCSB, as both 
teams raced up and down the court in the opening minutes. The 
Gauchos struck first as senior forward Amy Smith, who was named 
Big West Tournament MVP, knocked down a jumper 21 seconds 
into the game. Freshman Kristi Rohr made one free throw and Smith 
buried another jumper before the Green Wave posted its first points 
with 16:45 left in the first half.

Tulane (27-4) struggled to find a rhythm in its half-court offense 
but eventually began pounding the ball inside to its post players. Se
nior center Barbara Farris scored Tulane’s first five points of the 
game, u sing her size to dominate the paint. Once secure in its offense, 
the Green Wave went on a 10-0 run to build a 13-7 lead midway 
through the first half.

Although Tulane owned a size advantage in the middle, Head 
Coach Lisa Stockton was surprised by UCSB’s defense.

“They are a lot more physical than we expected,” Stockton said. 
“We are used to playing more traditional post players, so Smith 
caused us some problems.”

Freshman point guard Stacy Clinesmith responded to Tulane’s in
side game by scoring seven of UCSB’s next nine points to put Santa 
Barbara back on top, 16-13. The Green Wave then went on another 
run in the last five minutes of the first half to go up 29-21 at the break.

See SOFT p.2A See WOMEN p.2A
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LAST SHOT: Senior guard Erin Alexander scored 2 6  second- 
half points to lead the Gauchos in the final game of her career.

Men’s Basketball Loses First Game 
in Big West Tournament to Aggies

By Yier Shi
Staff Writer__________________ ______________________

The UCSB men’s basketball season ended similar to the way it 
was for most of the year — without fanfare.

The Gauchos (12-15) bowed out to Utah State 81-66 in the 
opening round of the Big West Tournament on March 7 in Reno, 
Nev.

Led by First Team Big West selection Marcus Saxon, the Ag
gies attacked Santa Barbara on offense and played ferocious 
defense,

“They broke us down with the dribble and then beat us on the 
backboards,” said UCSB Head Coach Jerry Pimm. “I thought we 
did a good job of getting it back to where we had a chance. It 
took a lot out of us. It’s just too bad that we couldn’t sustain it.”

Utah State took a commanding edge inside with its post play
ers, out-rebounding the Gauchos 40-31, including a 22-3 edge in 
the starting-forward positions.

“Inside, we had a size advantage, but they had a quickness ad
vantage,” said junior guard Raymond Tutt, who scored 22 points 
to lead U CSB. “We really couldn’t cover down off of their guards 
"because they’re great shooters. We had to just go one-on-one 
with their post players, and they just got us.”

Tutt, whose 22 points made him the all-time single-season 
scoring leader with 649 points, was held in check for most of the 
night.

“It seemed like they knew our plays,” Tutt said. “They were 
ready to play.”

Saxon had 25 points and four assists in his 32 minutes. Senior 
Maurice Spillers contributed 21 points and 11 rebounds while 
junior Antwan Smith added 14 points and 11 boards for the 
Aggies.

“These are tough guys right now,” said Utah Head Coach 
Larry Eustachy. “When we can spread the floor late, have a nice 
little lead and go to the foul line, we’re looking good.”

See HOOP p.2A

Gaucho Baseball Remains Confident After 
Slow Start, Ready to Turn Things Around

By Yier Shi 
Staff Writer

Last year’s UCSB baseball 
squad started Big West Confer
ence play slowly, losing its first 
three games. That squad, how
ever, stormed back in the middle 
of the season to earn a berth in 
the NCAA West Regionals at the 
end of the year.

The 1997 team is hoping to 
have the same kind of turnar
ound. After starting the confer
ence season 4-8, the Gauchos 
now own a sub-par 14-17 overall 
record — far below the 20-11 
mark they had at this point last 
year.

But the team is confident ab
out its chances after taking two 
of three games from #25 Univer
sity of Nevada this weekend. In 
conference play before the Wolf 
Pack matchup, the Gauchos had 
been swept in a three-game se
ries by Long Beach State and ta
ken one game of three from both 
Cal State Fullerton and Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo.

“We’re moving in the right di
rection this weekend,” said 
Santa Barbara Head Coach Bob 
Brontsema. “We’re looking to 
turn it around. We believe in 
ourselves [to] make the Big West 
Tournament and do some dam
age in it.”

Like most college baseball 
teams, the fate of the Gauchos 
will rest on their pitching. With 
only seven regular pitchers on 
the team, the staff is eager to live 
up to its task.

“Our pitchers will need qual
ity starts,” said junior starter 
Seth Bean. “When you have 
good starts, you keep your confi
dence and you build confidence 
for the rest of the team. I see the 
same thing happening this year 
as last year. I think we’ll rebound 
well.”

The starting pitchers showed 
signs of brilliance this weekend. 
With Brontsema juggling his ro
tation, senior Bryan Noyes (2-2), 
freshman Barry Zito (1-5) and 
Bean (2-5) all turned in solid 
performances against Nevada.

Noyes, who struggled earlier 
in the year, has displayed signs of 
dominance as of late. He picked 
up a victory in a solid effort 
against the WolfPack after a stel
lar complete game shutout 
against #23 Cal State Fullerton 
on March 21.

“He’s got better control,” 
Brontsema said of Noyes’ recent 
resurgence. “He’s throwing the 
slider over for strikes. We’re 
moving in the right direction be
cause we’ve got some quality 
pitching.”

With the pitching holding up, 
the Gaucho offense has not

tailed in conference play. Led by 
senior David Willis, Santa Bar
bara is batting at a .310 clip and 
averaging 7.9 runs per game.

Willis, an All-American can
didate, leads the squad with a 
.393 average, nine home runs 
and 31 RBIs. He is also the team 
leader in doubles (12), total 
bases (87), slugging percentage 
(.744) and on-base percentage 
(.493).

Five other Gauchos in the li
neup are batting above .300: so
phom ore second baseman 
Bryan LaCour (.327), sopho
more left fielder Brad Wright 
(.315), senior designated hitter 
Justin Balser (.309), junior 
shortstop Michael Young (.307) 
and freshman third baseman 
Justin Gemoll (.305).

“We’re scoring runs,” Bront
sema said. “It’s just sometimes 
we’re not scoring as many as the 
opponents.”

The team will now look to 
continue its progress with a up
coming three-game series at 
New Mexico State. The next 
home game will be April 8 
against Cal State Northridge.

Sporting Events Calendar
M onday T uesday W ednesday T hursday Friday Saturday Sunday

< Gymnastics No Events Scheduled NoE vents Scheduled No Events Scheduled

Men’s Sentas @ Idaho 
Women's tennis at Irvine
Baseball @ New Mexico 

v State 2 p i ||||s
Men's Volleyball vs.

Men's tennis @ 
Washington 

Women's tennis vs.
LMU 11a.m. 

Softball vs. Gal Poly 
SLO 1 pm.

Baseball @ New Mexicc 
State 1p.m. 

Men's Gymnastics @
___NCAA Regionals

Men’s tennis vs. St ' 
Mary's #  Seattle, WA

Baseball @ NewM&leö
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SOFT
Continued from p.lA  

via a three-base error by Santa Barbara.
“We hit the ball well and had rallies go

ing with two outs,” UCSB Head Coach 
Liz Kelly said. “We just couldn’t get the 
hits when we needed them.”

On Saturday, UCSB split a pair of 
games with Utah State. It fell behind early 
in the first game and could not come 
back, losing by a score of 5-2. Freshman 
center .fielder Tonya Dias went 2-4 and 
drove in both runs for the Gauchos.

In game two, Santa Barbara’s bats 
came alive, exploding for eight runs. Dias 
went long for her eighth home run of the 
year, and senior first baseman Jessica 
Montgomery belted the first round- 
tripper of her career, Senior pitcher Me
gan O’Brien allowed four hits and walked

none in her fourth shutout of the season, 
allowing the Gauchos to cruise to a 8-0 
win.

"That’s how we are capable of hitting,” 
Kelly said.

Several players have already broken 
school records in various offensive 
categories, with 20 games left to play. 
Freshman catcher Kendra Wood’s seven 
home runs and Dias’ eight eclipse the pre
vious record of five. Wood also broke the 
record for RBIs in a season with 31, three 
better than the previous mark. Freshman 
infielder Mandy Edwards broke the 
school record of 27 runs scored. The sec
ond baseman has touched home 28 times 
to date.

“We are in pretty good shape,” Kelly 
said. “We need to take every opportunity 
we get. We’ve got to do a little more to get 
the wins.”

WOMEN
Continued from p.lA
One glaring note at half

time was the performance 
of senior guard Erin Ale
xander. The Big West 
Player of the Year was held 
scoreless at intermission 
for the second time this 
season, going 0-8 from the 
floor.

Things began to unravel 
after UCSB called a 
20-second timeout, as the 
team was called for a tech
nical foul for having six 
players on the court. Tu- 
lane made both free 
throws and converted on 
the following possession 
to build a 42-27 lead.

With their backs against 
the wall the Gauchos 
turned to Alexander, who 
made a three-pointer for 
her first bucket of thé 
evening. However, for ev
ery basket Santa Barbara 
made Tulane was able to 
answer, keeping the lead 
abqye 15 points until the 
13:11 mark, when Alexan
der knocked down her

second three of the game.
As its lead dwindled, the 

Green Wave went back to 
the middle, where Wil
liams scored another easy 
layup with 11:57 left on 
the clock. Rohr and 
Clinesmith scored the 
game’s next six points, but 
a three-point play by Mary 
Lowry spoiled UCSB’s 
run. Rohr finished off a 
fast break to make the 
score 54-45, but Tulane 
again pulled away with ba
skets by Farris and Lowry.

Alexander, however, 
was able to answer once 
again. The senior, whose 
shooting touch appeared 
to have deserted her in the 
first half, buried four more 
three-pointers in the next 
four minutes to pull the 
Gauchos within three, 
64-61.

Jump shots by Alexan
der and Rohr pulled Santa 
Barbara within two before 
Hadley made a tough shot 
from the comer to extend 
the lead. Tulane stayed 
ahead by four until Ale
xander hit a pair of free

throws to make the score 
71-69 with 44.8 seconds 
left in the game.

After the foul shots 
UCSB put pressure on the 
ball in the backcourt. The 
gamble paid off: Clines
mith stole the ball and 
started a three-on-one fast 
break. The freshman dis
hed off to Rohr, who con
verted the layup only to 
have the basket annulled 
because Clinesmith was 
called for a charge against 
Rodnelle Hadley after she 
passed the ball.

The Gauchos fouled 
Hadley on the inbound 
pass and she made one of 
two free throws to make 
the score 72-69. Alexan
der’s final attempt rimmed 
out, ending her streak of 
six consecutive three- 
pointers and sending Tu
lane into the second 
round.

Alexander led alj scoj- 
er§, witlvi?6. points, all, yf 
which came durihg a 
15-minute span.

HOOP
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The Aggies made 22 of 25 free throws. 
The only other Gauchos scoring in 

double digits were sophomore Josh Mer
rill, with 12 points, and junior Les Bean, 
with 11. Merrill also pulled down three

boards.
Utah State, however, lost in the second 

round to eventual tournament champion 
University of the Pacific. UOP, which 
earned an automatic berth in the NCAA 
tournament, went on to lose in the first 
round to fourth-seeded St. Joseph’s 
University.
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SANTA BARBARA FILM SOCIETY
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A Film By

QUENTIN
TARANTINO
THURSDAY

April 3rd
I.V. THEATRE • 7 & 9 :3 0  P.M.
Movie Posters for Sale at Screening
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PREREQUISITE:
ADRENALINE

Wouldn't you like a scholarship that pays 
all of your tuition? Army ROTC offers you a 
chance to com pete for a scholarship by 
attending Camp Challenge. In addition, you 
can earn $700.00 while attending camp and 
gain leadership experience with absolutely 
NO MILITARY OBLIGATION incurred for 
attending Camp Challenge. For more infor
mation contact Captain Moye at 893-3058.

ieapershb

LsicffiaccjARM Y ROTC
THE SMARTEST COLLEGE COURSE YOU CAN TAKE

NEW! Classified Hotline: 893-7972
Phone in your Daily Nexus ad with MasterCard or Visa

Serving Breakfast for over 35 years!
All our Breakfasts setved with your choice of home fries, grits, rich, cottage cheese or 
tomatoes, and include a choice of homemade biscuits, toast, muffin, or tortillas.
Served with homemade jam and fresh homemade salsa.
♦EGGS BENEDICT Poached on english muffin with ham, spinach & hollandaise 
♦SALMON BENEDICT Scrambled & smoked salmon with hollandaise
♦ BACADO OMELETTE Bacon, jack cheese, onions, with sour cream & avocado 
♦GREEK ITALIAN OMELETTE Italian sausage, feta, onion, spinach & avocado 
♦THEWORKS OMELETTE Ham, sausage, bacon, Cheddar, mushroom & onion 
♦FETA SCRAMBLED Feta cheese, spinach & onion
♦JALAPENO SCRAMBLED Jalapeno, cilantro, tomatoes, feta, with beans
♦ PANCAKES Our iegendaiy made-from-scratch buttermilk batter.

Add Wheat Germ, Blueberries, Bananas, Almonds or Walnuts

A fte r H ours Coffee Shop 

(¿ N o w  OPEN Fri. & Sat. 9pm till 3am
Serving BURGERS, SANDWICHES, SALADS 

& OUR FULL BREAKFAST MENU!

Esau’s
403 State Street 
To Go Orders: 965-4416
Catch the wave!

LOOKING
for the BEST 

Self-Service Carwash 
in the Whole 
Community?

Attendant on duty most daylight hours 
for your convenience, we care!

Self-Service Car Washing 
At Its Finest

500 vacuums
Take 101 to Carrillo, 
Carrillo to Anacapa, 
5 blocks on Anacapa 
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527 Anacapa St. at Cota
One block parallel to State St. at Cota

OPEN 2 4  HOURS 965-7416

$1.50
Margaritas
(4-dose)

$1.00 Happy Hour 
Food Buffet (4-8)

every Wednesday at 4 p.m.
just show school ID .

Come and Enjoy our 
Outside Patio Overlooking 
the Santa Barbara Airport!
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MUSIC*
Serving Santa Barbara Since 1969

EVERYTHING
ON

SALE!
Fostex 4 Track Recording 

Packages from $359
Eledo Guitar & Bass 
Packages (all levels)

PAs • Mic • Mixers • Amps 
Wireless Mies @ 35% off 

Mesa Boogie & Peavey Amps
Tom Anderson & Music Man 

Guitars
Multi Effects Pedals on Sale

BIG G EST
IN THE

TRI-COUNTIES
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BEACH

Hours: Mon-Sat 11-6
Check us out on the WEB 

http://www.west.net/~fancymus/

963-0987
532 SANTA BARBARA ST. 

SANTA BARBARA
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No Unreasonable Offers Accepted 1 ROLLSj

Serious 
fitness.

H ysterical 
pricing.$15.

$15 A Month. No Kidding 
It’s our Goleta anniversary sale, and 
with a one-time $49 ” enrollment fee, 
membership at Gold’s Gym is now  . 
just $15 a month, guaranteed for six 
months. Join us now. It's a great way 
to  get seripus about fitness... even if 
the price is a b it comica'.

Serious Fitness for Every Body.

Santa Barbara 
21 West Carrillo ♦ 965-0999

Uptown
3908 State St ♦ 563-8700 *

Goleta
420 S. Fairview Ave. ♦ 964-0556

‘Full Use Goleta. NorvPrime Time Use at Santa Barbara 6* Uptown locations.
”$49 Anniversary Enrollment Fee at Golete Location Only. Call Santa Barbara S’ Uptown Locations For Anniversary Sale Details. 

Limited Tme Offer. Continual Membership Only.

Sacred Art 
Tattoo 

&
Body

Piercing
C L E A N  &  S T E R I L E  

C O N D IT IO N S
•  We can meet all your Tattoo & Piercing needs.
•  Thousands of designs to choose from or bring in 

your own custom idea.
•  Specializing in : Bold Color, Fine Line & Cover-Ups
•  Precision Piercing done with the highest quality of 

Surgical Stainless, Niobium or Titanium jewelry

KNOWN TO ALL MANKIND!!! 
Located at:

6565 Trigo Rd. Suite B 
In Beautiful Downtown I.V.

Phone # 562-9998
Professional and Student-Friendly Environment
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Your Car Isn’t  Sick • • •

It’s Dirty!
>  6584 Madrid... I.V. Wp

Behind COJO’s Market
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