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UCSB t4 1  2 7
Long Bead! State 1 k 't  S ' 5 9
UC Irvine 0  4 0 13

Eastern Division
Conference Overall

W L ...... W J L .
Utah State 5 0 12 m x
Nevada 4  1 \ 10 5
Boise State m  3 2  'ST7 7 6
New Mexico State 2 3 7 6
North Texas £  <2 3 m 6 8
Idaho 0 4 7 10

* '* Conference Overall
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UCSB III» !:« : 10 m m
UC Irvine 3 l 8 7
Long Beach State 3 1 . 6 :9
Pacific Wi 2  2 * 3 12
Cal Poly •lì.* 1 3 2 13
Cal State Fullerton ■ 0 4 5 9

Conference Overall

W L w L
New Mexico State 3 0 6 9
Boise State 2 1 4 10
Nevada 2 2 6 9
Idaho 1 2 6 9
North Texas 0 3 3 12

Scoring Leaders
Pt&ver.l£am PTS AVG
Erin Alexander, UCSB iè 103 11.Ô
Amy Smith» UCSB 15 99 19.1
Leticia Oseguera, UCI 15 108 18.1
Alii Nieman, UI 15 83 17.0
Kate McAllister, UOP : 15 75 15.3

the worst team in the league. The Mustangs, coming off a 
5-22 season, were winless in conference games until last 
Sunday when they topped Cal State Fullerton on the 
road.

Unlike the West, the Eastern Division does not have a 
clear favorite. New Mexico State will attempt to move 
into the post-Anita Maxwell era and is the top choice in 
the division based on preseason polls. The Roadrunners 
have hired former University of Arkansas Coach John 
Sutherland to help rebuild the program.

Ada Gee guides the University of Nevada for her 
fourth-consecutive season and will attempt to slip the 
Wolf Pack into the Big West Tournament. If Nevada 
qualifies, it will have home-court advantage throughout 
the tournament.

Boise State, Idaho and North Texas are all making 
their first runs through the conference and have suffered 
growing pains in the new league. Despite poor starts, two 
of the three teams will advance to the newly expanded 
postseason tournament.

With the addition of four teams, the Big West an­
nounced that this season it will take eight teams into the 
conference playoffs—opposed to the six-team field used 
last season. The new format eliminates first-round byes 
and will host the top four teams from each division.

Once at the tournament — which will take place in 
Reno, Nev., March 5-8, the top team from the Western 
Division will play the fourth-seed from the East, and the 
top team of the East will play the fourth-seed from die 
West. Hie tournament remains single-elimination with 
the winner receiving an automatic berth in the NCAA 
Tournament.

I n the new-look Big West, there was only one con­
sensus at the start of the season — UCSB had the 
best women’s basketball team in the league.

The Gauchos returned eight players from last season’s 
regular-season championship team. Led by seniors Erin 
Alexander and Amy Smith, Santa Barbara received every 
first-place vote in both the preseason media and 
coaches’ polls.

While UCSB remains the favorite, a lot has changed in 
the league. The University of Hawai’i, last season’s tour­
nament champion, has departed for the Western Athle­
tic Conference with UNLV and San Jose State. New to 
the league are Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, Boise State, 
University of Idaho and University of North Texas.

With the addition of the new teams, the conference 
decided to break the league into two separate divisions. 
The Western Division, which contains UCSB, holds six 
teams while the Eastern Division only has five — due to 
the lack of a women’s basketball program at Utah State.

The race for the Western Division crown did not ap­
pear to be a challenge for file Gauchos, who had easily 
handled every opponent until Sunday, when they were 
upset by UC Irvine. The victory vaults UCI into a first- 
place tie with Santa Barbara and clouds the future of the
season.

Cal State Fullerton, Long Beach State and the Univer­
sity of the Pacific are all packed with young talent but 
have straggled in the early season. The three schools 
each have a go-to player and are capable of upsetting any 
team on a given night. Behind the play of senior center 
Kate McAllister, Pacific appears to be the most danger­
ous of the three.

Cal Poly rounds out the Western Division and is by far

1996-97 Big West Women's Basketball Preview

Santa Barbara Clearly the Cream of the Crop in 
a Changing Conference Looking for Its Identity

New-Look Big West Undergoes Severe Makeover; 
Traditional Powers Fall as New Generation Arises
The 1996-97 men’s basketball season is a clear ex­

ample of a changing of the guards in the Big West 
Conference.

Gone from the league are traditional powerhouse 
UNLV and last year’s Big West Tournament champion 
San Jose State—both teams moved to the Western Ath­
letic Conference. New are Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, 
North Texas, University of Idaho and Boise State.

But so far this season, the loss of the Rebels and the 
Spartans is not the only shift in the balance of power for 
the Big West.

The remaining old-timers — Long Beach State, New 
Mexico State and UCSB — have afif faded into medio­
crity. In their place, upstart University of the Pacific, 
University of Nevada and Utah State have made their 
climbs to the top of the Big West.

* All of these changes, both for the league and the teams,
» should make for an interesting transition year as the con-

ference heads toward a new era.
Hie Big West now features two divisions, each with six 

teams. During the season each team will face the mem­
bers of its division twice and play the teams in the oppos­
ing division just once.

The four best teams from each division will make a trip 
to the Big West Tournament in March for a chance to 
earn the automatic berth into the NCAA Tournament.

In the Western Division—which includes Pacific, Cal 
State Fullerton, Cal Poly, UCSB, Long Beach and Irvine 
— the race for file top is clear-cut. UOP has rolled off 13 
consecutive wins to distance itself from the pack. The H- 
gers are on the veige of receiving a national ranking for 
the first time in school history.

The cellar in the, West is also set for the season. UC Ir­

vine started off 0-13 and is winless in the Big West. This 
could easily be one of the worst teams ever in the 
conference.

What isn’t so clear is how the teams in the middle will 
fare in the Western Division. Cal State Fullerton has all 
the ingredients to win, but the team is unpredictable at 
times.

Cal Poly is brand-new to the conference and is only in 
its third year of Division I basketball. A new coach and 
offensive style have prompted an early 3-1 start in con­
ference from the Mustangs.

Both Santa Barbara and LBSU feature a dominant of­
fensive player. Junior Raymond Tutt of UCSB and junior 
James Cotton of the 49ers will battle for the individual 
scoring crown.

If Long Beach can work out its off-the-court prob­
lems, the talented squad can make some noise in the con­
ference. But if the team continues on its path of self- 
destruction, fifth place won’t be out of the question.

UCSB ¡»also a big questioiMnark. One day, it can look 
impressive in beating CSUF, but two days later H has 
trouble handling the lowly Irvine squaa.

The Eastern Division provides more stability. Utah 
State, led by a stingy defense, has opened with an im­
pressive 5-0 Big West record.

Nevada is closely behind and can challenge the Ag­
gies. Led by Faron “Meat” Hand and Jimmy Carroll, the 
Wolf Pack will once again enjoy home-court advantage if 
they make the conference tournament.

Boise State and New Mexico State have the greatest 
chance to qualify for the tournament, while Idaho and 
North Texas will need to pick up a couple of upsets if 
they want to move past the regular season.
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Pacific By Yier Shi

Rebuilt Tigers Are Big West’s Best
H ow times have changed for 

the University of Pacific ba­
sketball program.

After enduring an 0-18 Big West re­
cord in 1987-88—the last winless sea­
son by any team in the conference — 
the Tigers have finally finished their re­
building process and are clearly the 
elite of the Big West this season.

The Tigers are off to the best start in 
school history and are flirting with a 
top-25 national ranking.

This year UOP (12-1 overall, 4-0 in 
the Big West) has cruised past George­
town University, Brigham Young Uni­
versity and Santa Clara University in 
nonconference games. The team’s 
only blemish came during its first game 
of the season, when it lost to then 
#11-ranked Fresno State by two 
points.

Conference play hasn’t been much 
of a problem for the Tigers either, as 
they’ve swept through their schedule 
so far with a perfect 4-0 record.

“We have the best players, from one 
to 16, that I have had in the program,” 
said Head Coach Bob Thomason. “We 
have improved every area of our prog­
ram. People are starting to see us in a 
different light.”

Leading the charge to the top is Pa­
cific’s great senior class. Although los­
ing its star senior guard Adam Jacob­
sen for the year, UOP still fields six se­
niors on the squad, making them one 
of the more veteran teams in the 
conference.

Jacobsen, a Second Team All-Big 
West selection as a junior, had been 
counted on to provide leadership and 
scoring this year. But an early season 
knee injury will force him to miss the 
rest of the year.

The Tigers, however, have not let 
up. Sophomore center Michael Olo- 
wokandi has stepped up big to become 
one of the true dominant centers in the 
league.

The 7’0” Olowokandi is currently 
first in the conference in blocks (1.9 
per game), third in rebounding (7.4 per

Senior Guard Adam Jacobsen

Quick Facts 
Location: Stockton, CA 
Mascot: Tigers 
Head Coach: Boh Thomason 
Record: 13-1,4-0

game) and second in field goal percen­
tage (.573). He also leads Pacific in 
scoring, averaging 12.6 points per 
game.

Senior guards Mark Boelter and 
Tim Bowman have filled in nicely for 
Jacobsen in his absence. Boelter leads 
the Big West with 3.2 three-pointers 
per game.

Senior point guard Monty Owens 
and junior forward Corey Anders 
round out the veteran Tigers’ roster.

“Our team is stronger, more mature, 
and their skills have really developed 
to become a better team,” Thomason 
said. “I think it should be a very excit­
ing and successful season.”

With the way things are going, 
Stockton might actually be a happe­
nin’ place this season.

Cal State Fullerton_____  By Brian Berger

Titans Recover From Bad Season
A fter a horrible 1995-96 season, 

nobody knew what to expect 
of Cal State Fullerton this year. 

The Titans, however, have answered 
some early questions and are 2-2 in the 
Big West.

Led by returning players Chris Dade 
and John Williams, CSUF is tied for 
third place in the Western Division 
with victories over Long Beach State 
and Cal Poly.

Fullerton returns four starters from 
last year’s 6-20 team—the only starter 
lost was leading scorer Chuck Over- 
ton. This season Williams, a senior, 
has taken over the scoring role with 
16.3 points per game and a .500 shoot­
ing percentage. Dade, a junior, is not 
far behind with 13.9 ppg.

“We were one of the youngest 
squads in the NCAA last year with two 
freshmen and two sophomores among 
our starters,” Head Coach Bob Hawk­
ing said. “Along the way we had some 
outstanding wins and matured a great 
deal in the process. The 1995-96 sea­
son was the initial step in the rebuild­
ing of the Titan basketball program.” 

The Titans’ maturity level was appa­
rent this season when the team rallied 
back from an 18-point second-half de­
ficit before falling by six points to 
UCSB Friday night. The players were 
able to put me loss behind them and 
handed Cal Poly its first conference 
loss just two nights later.

Junior guard Chris St. Clair handles 
the point guard duties for CSUF this 
season, and is joined in the backcourt 
by Dade and senior Ali Nayab.

Although just 6’5”, Williams could 
be the most dominant player in the 
paint in the Big West. He has followed 
up on last season, when he led the 
team in rebounding and was second in 
scoring.' Entering last weekend, Wil­
liams was fourth in the league with 7.4 
rebounds per game.

Junior De Vaughn Wright returns for 
his third season with Fullerton, but 
has not made the offensive impact 
many thought he would. The former

Location: Fullerton, CA

Mascot: Titans

Head Coach: Bob Hawking '

Record: 9-5,2-2

Mater Dei High School star has 
stepped up on defense and is second 
on the team in both rebounding and 
blocked shots. ,

Freshman guard Dane Plock and ju- 
■ nior forwards Craig Whitehead and 
Wyki Tyson round out the rotation 
used by Hawking. With a large 17-man 
roster, the coach is not afraid to mix 
things up.

“We will do a lot of experimenting 
on paper and eventually on the floor,” 
Hawking said. “We have a lot of flexi­
bility and versatility with a lot of com­
bination players. Some players re­
spond to playing more than one posi­
tion better than others, and that’s the 
kind of thing we have to determine.”

Cal Poly By Yier Shi y

Cal Poly Stuns League With Start
A lthough the team cannot qual­

ify for the Big West Tourna­
ment this season, the Cal Poly 

San Luis Obispo men’s basketball 
squad hasn't let that fact dampen its 
enthusiasm.

The Mustangs have jumped to an 
impressive 3-1 conference start in their 
inaugural season in the Big West, as 
the team’s amazing story of rags to ri­
ches continues.

Cal Poly — a Division I school for 
only its third season—owned a record 
of 1-26 just two years ago. But under 
second-year Head Coach Jeff 
Schneider, the Mustangs have earned 
respectability in less than two seasons.

However, an NCAA rule states that 
a new Division I school cannot qualify 
for an automatic berth into the NCAA 
tournament for seven years — it can 
only get an at-large bid. The Mustangs, 
who plan to appeal the rule next sea­
son, are therefore not allowed to com­
pete in the Big West Tournament this 
year because the tourney winner is 
guaranteed a spot in “March 
Madness.” ,

But despite the prospect of no post­
season play in the near future, 
Schneider is still happy with the build­
ing process.

“This is exciting for our program,” 
he said. “Our admittance into die Big 
West has been a tremendous help to us 
in recruiting, because we have been 
able to put together two-straight out­
standing classes,”

A major part of Cal Poly’s turnar­
ound has been the instillation of a 
Kentucky-like run-and-shoot offense 
by Schneider. The Mustangs’ full- 
court press and three-point bombs 
have caused all sorts of havoc for 
opponents.

Currently, the team is first in the 
conference in steals, turnover maigin 
and three-point field goals. Cal Poly is 
also second in the Big West in scoring,

, a vsr8giog»S3;6 ^points, pec. game*.

Location: San Luis Obispo, CA 

Mascot: Mustangs 

Head Coach: Jeff Schneider

Record: 9-7,3-1

Benefiting from the Schneider of­
fense are senior guard Shanta Co fright 
and sophomore point guard Ben 
Larson.

Cotright is eighth in the Big West 
with an average of 16.6 ppg while 
shooting .511 percent. Larson is fifth 
in the conference with 4.3 assists per 
game.

With Cal Poly off to a good start at 
home, its true test will come this week, 
when it travels for four tough road 
games. If the Mustangs can survive Pa­
cific, Long Beach State, Utah State 
and UCSB, it will truly signal the be­
ginning of a new era in the Big West

f. , r. : r

UC Santa Barbara By Yier Shi

UCSB Falls to Middle of the Pack
U CSB men’s basketball is cer­

tainly not what it used to be. 
After an exciting stretch in 

the late ’80s and early ’90s, mediocrity 
has hit the Gauchos in full force, with 
Santa Barbara going 11-15 last season 
and 7-7 so far this year.

The 1996-97 squad features six new 
members, including three junior col­
lege transfers and three transfers from 
four-year schools.

Certainly the most impressive of the 
bunch is junior guard Raymond Tutt. 
Tutt, who redshirted last season after 
transferring from Azusa Pacific, looks 
to be the most prolific offensive player 
to come through the UCSB program 
since current NBA star Brian Shaw.

This season Tutt has broken into the 
top-10 single-game scoring list three 
different times, a feat Shaw never 
achieved. He has also led the team in 
points-scored in 12 consecutive 
games, three shy of York Gross’ 
school-record 15-game streak.

Tutt took over the Big West scoring 
lead on Thursday with a 36-point per­
formance against Cal State Fullerton. 
He is currently averaging 22.8 points 
per game and is first on the team with 
7.1 rebounds per game.

“Raymond is a very strong athlete 
who has good skills on the perimeter 
and an ability to score,” said UCSB 
Head Coach Jeny Pimm. “He is a very 
important player for us.” 

Complementing Tutt in the Gaucho 
offense is junior Kealon Wallace. The 
forward, who is one of the three retur­
nees from last year’s team that saw sig­
nificant playing time, provides a very 
sound post game for Santa Barbara. 
He is averaging 10.4 ppg and is second 
on the team with 6.6 rpg despite miss­
ing the first five games due to a hand 
injury.

“Kealon has worked real hard to 
learn the game of basketball — he 
cares about his game,” Pimm said. “As 

„ jurqqr.ji^\yiJl^qqq,qfjtl?gJ?^^pjqy-,

Junior Forward Kealon Wallace

Quick Facts

Location: Santa Barbara, CA  

M a sco t: Gauchos 

Head Coach: Jerry Pimm 

R e c o rd : 7 - 7 ,2 - 2

ers in the Big West Conference.” 
Senior Bakir Allen, sophomore B.J. 

Bunton and junior transfer Les Bean 
round out the roster for UCSB. Allen is 
widely considered to be one of the best 
defensive players in the league. Bun- 
ton has developed into an amazing 
shooter, leading the team by sinking 58 
percent of his shots from the field and 
92 percent from the free throw line.

With a respectable 2-2 start in con­
ference play, the Gauchos are sure to 
make the conference tournament. But 
just how far they get will depend on

¿XSlk j v a  ¿m *  * * v
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Loiiiz Beach Stale By Brian Berber UC Irvine By Brian Bercer

Niners Hurt by Off-Court Drama
The four new teams in conference 

aren’t the only squads undergo­
ing transformations, as the 

Long Beach State men’s basketball 
team endured great changes in both 
the off-season and the current season.

Since longtime Head Coach Seth 
Greenberg left for the bigger vaults of 
the University of South Florida at the 
end of last season, the 49ers have ex­
perienced a new coach, a fight in prac­
tice that sent one player to the hospi­
tal, and the expulsion of a key player 
off the team in midseason.

LBSU was predicted to finish sec­
ond in the Wèstern Division by the 
league’s coaches before the season. 
But that has quickly changed after the 
recent developments and poor start of 
the Niners.

The troubles for Beach began after 
last season’s upset loss to Utah State in 
the Big West Tournament. After the 
team was eliminated, it was passed 
over by the NCAA for a berth in the 
NCAA tournament, leaving the 
regular-season Big West champs out of 
the postseason.

Greenbeig resigned shortly after to 
take the USF job, and former Syracuse 
University assistant Wayne Morgan 
was hired as the team’s new head 
coach.

Morgan arrived with the corner­
stones of last year’s program still in 
place, but the foundation quickly be­
gan to crumble in a preseason practice 
when junior. Marcus Johnson blind­
sided teammate Corey Saffold with a 
right hook that sent Saffold to the hos­
pital on a stretcher.

Despite a slow start, things began to 
settle down for Long Beach until last 
week, when starting forward Akeli 
Jackson was kicked off the team for 
undisclosed disciplinary reasons. Last 
season Jackson averaged 10.9 points 
and 7.9 rebounds.

Without Jackson, all the pressure 
now rests on the shoulders of junior 
James Cotton. The 6’5” guard is cur­
rently second in the Big West in scor-

Junior Guard James Cotton

Quick Facts
Location: Long Beach, CA 
Mascot: 49er$
Head Coach: Wayne Morgan 
Record: 5-9,1-3

ing with 21.3 points per game, behind 
UCSB’s Raymond Tutt. Cotton also 
ranks in five of the conference’s nine 
statistical categories.

Senior guard Brandon Titus’ 15.0 
ppg makes him the only other LBSU 
playerto average more than 10 points a 
game. Sophomore point guard Tom­
mie Davis leads the team in assists, as 
he has dished out 54 in just 11 games.

The Niners’ frontline is anchored by 
Brian Yankelevitz and Ike Nwankwo. 
Yankelevitz leads the team in re­
bounding with 6.3 a game and is fourth 
in scoring with 7.6 ppg.

If the 49ers want to regain last year’s 
form they must stop their off-the-court 
problems and take care of business on 
the hardwood. This team has the talent 
to give Pacific a run for the money, but 
it also has a good chance of finishing 
fifth in the division.

Key Losses Drop UCI Into Cellar
There are many excuses you can 

offer to explain why the UC Ir­
vine men’s basketball team has 

not won a game this season, but the 
fact is that this could be one of the 
worst teams to appear in the Big West 
in years.

Last season Head Coach Rod Baker 
led the Anteaters to the Big West Tour­
nament and earned himself Big West 
Coach of the Year honors. However, 
things took a turn for the worse after 
the season when three players trans­
ferred from the program, leaving Baker 
with nothing to build on.

Guards Brian Keefe and Clay 
McKnight joined former Big West 
Freshman of the Year Kevin Simmons 
in leaving Irvine. Keefe originally 
transferred to Boston College but has 
recently transferred again to UNLV. In 
Vegas, Keefe will be reunited with 
Simmons, who became a Runnin’ Re­
bel this off-season.

If you combine the three transfers 
with the loss of last year’s Big West 
Player of the Year Raimonds Mi- 
glineks to graduation, it is understand­
able why UCI can’t win. Last season 
Keefe, Simmons and Miglineks com­
bined to score 60 percent of the Antea­
ters’ points.

“The fact that we have new players 
in the program is not a bad thing,” 
Baker said before the season. “Two 
years ago, Kevin Simmons and Brian 
Keefe were new players, and they 
panned out to be good players.” 

Taking over in the absence of the 
four players is sophomore guard La­
marr Parker, who leads the team with 
11.7 points per game and 20 steals. 
Newcomers Brian Johnson and Wen­
dell Robinson have also been thrown 
into the fire and survived.

Johnson is just a freshman, but he 
has started 10 games for Irvine. In 
those games he has averaged 11.6 
points and 4.3 boards. Robinson 
comes to UCI after spending two sea­
sons at Santa Monica College. This 
season the junior 6’8” forward is third

Senior Forward Paul Foster
Quick Facts

Location: Irvine, CA „
Mascot: Anteaters
Head Coach: Rod Baker
Record: 0-13,0-4

on the team with a 9.8 ppg scoring 
average.

Senior center Paul Foster is one of 
the few returning players to contribute 
anything this season. Foster has 
started every game, leads the Anteaters 
with 6.0 rebounds a game and is fourth 
in scoring with 9.2 ppg.

“If [Foster] can stay healthy and can 
stay fit, he will be one of the best inside 
players in the conference,” Baker said.

The odds are that Irvine will be able 
to upset at least one team this season, 
but if it fails to do so, it will become the 
first school to go winless since Pacific 
went 0-18 in league play in 1988.

No matter how many upsets UCI 
pulls off, it probably won’t be enough 
to save Baker’s job. The coach, who 
had turned the program around, will 
see his contract expire at the end of the 
season..

Utah Slate By Ben Alkaly

Defense Leads Aggies to Victories
A fter losing 65 percent of last 

year’s total offensive output 
and returning only three play­

ers, many people would consider thisa 
rebuilding year for the Utah State 
men’s basketball team.

However, an influx of talented ju­
nior college transfers make Head 
Coach Larry Eustachy’s Aggies a force 
to be reckoned with again in the Big 
West Conference.

The squad has started conference 
play on a tear with four straight victo­
ries, improving its overall record to 
11-4.

The good start can be attributed to a 
ferocious defence. Although fielding 
one of the smallest squads in the Big 
West with a three-guara set, Utah State 
is currently ranked second in scoring 
defense and third in rebounding in the 
conference.

“It’s the same old thing. It is awful 
early to tell,” Eustachy said. “There is a 
lot of newness. We have a very good 
perimeter team, the best that we have 
had here. I don’t know what’s going to 
transpire."

Gone are former Big West Player of 
the Year Eric Franson and "his front- 
court mate Silas Mills, but in their 
place are high-scoring point guard 
Marcus Saxon and forward Michael 
Jones.

Saxon, a junior, earned junior col­
lege All-American honors in 1994-95 
by averaging 23.4 points and 7.2 assists 
at Chipola Junior College in Florida.

After taking two years off for his 
Mormon mission, sophomore Jones 
returns to basketball and looks to be a 
force in the paint.

Utah State’s top returning player is 
junior shooting guard Justin Jones, 
who will be counted on to sink three- 
pointers — something he did 77 times 
in 1995-96.

Also returning are senior forwards 
Antwan Smith and Maurice Spillers. 
1 The two will be relied on to control the

Senior Maurice Spillers

boards for the squad.
Perhaps the Aggies’ biggest obstacle 

this season will be a lack of cohesive­
ness, considering that the team will be 
competing with eight new players.

“I think this group is as receptive as 
any I have ever coached,” Eustachy 
said. “We will run through some hard 
times, but I do know that we will be 
much better in February than we were 
in November.”

A year ago Utah State made it to the 
Big West Tournament championship 
game, where the team was upset by 
San Jose State by one point. Returning 
to Reno won’t be much of a challenge 
for Eustachy’s squad, but repeating or 
exceeding 1996’s performance will.

.Quick Facts 
.L ocation: Logan, UT  
Mascot: Aggies 
Head Coach: Larry Eustachy 
Record: 12-4,5-0

Nevada By Brian Bercer

Quick Facts

Location: Reno, NV  

Mascot: Wolf Pack 

Head Coach: Pat Foster

Record: 10-5,4-1

Nevada Feeds “Meat” to League
A fter a late-season collapse left it 

short of the Big West Tourna­
ment, the University of Ne­

vada men’s basketball program must 
find a way to squeak into the home­
town tournament this year.

And after a strong recruiting year, 
Head Coach Pat Foster once again has 
the Wolf Pack back on track and chal­
lenging for the top spot in Big West’s 
Eastern Division.

The biggest changes to Nevada this 
season are the additions of Faron 
“Meat” Hand and Jimmy Carroll. Both 
players were a part of the team last sea­
son, but could not compete in games.

Hand was given another year of eli­
gibility by the NCAA after reinjuring 
his knee in the fifth game of last sea­
son. In the first 12 games this year, 
Hand leads the team with 19.1 ppg and 
is second in rebounding with 7.0 
boards per contest. “Meat” also leads 
the Big West in field goal percentage 
with a .588 mark.

With Hand back in the lineup, Fos­
ter will turn to the senior for leader­
ship. “We will be depending on Meat 
to really take chaige of the new and 
younger players,” he said.

After transferring from the Univer­
sity of Utah in 1995, Carroll was forced 
to redshirt last season in accordance 
with NCAA rules. The 6’8” junior will 
see time as the Wolf Pack’s shooting 
guard and small forward this year. Car- 
roll has lived up to his expectations 
and leads the league in both three- 
point (.486) and free throw percentage 
(.894).

“Jimmy Carroll should start for us in 
the number-two position," Foster said. 
“He has the complete package for an 
all-around game.”

Joining Carroll in the backcourt is 
senior point guard Richard “Tu Tu” 
Brown, who leads the squad with 3.9 
assists per game.

Senior David Morgan and junior 
Marvin Wilson round out the starting

Senior Forward Faron Hand

lineup. Morgan has surprised many 
this year by leading the conference in 
rebounding with 8.5 rebounds a game.

One advantage that Nevada has 
over its competition is its depth. The 
Wolf Pack will return four bench play­
ers led by senior guard Tim Barnett, 
who scored 6.7 ppg and dished out 1.3 
assists per game last season.

Point guard Robin Kennedy comes 
to Reno from Chaffey College and 
looks to make an immediate impact. 
As a sophomore he produced 16.7 
points and 11.3 assists. Kennedy, how­
ever, did not play last season so that he 
could concentrate on completing his 
AA degree.
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New Mexico State By Ben Alkaly Boise State By Ben Alkaly

NMSU Prepares to Regain Power
A fter a brief fall from glory, the 

/ l  New Mexico State men’s ba- 
JL JL sketball team is once again a 
contender in the Big West Conference 
this season.

The Aggies, who are the 14th- 
winningest collegiate program in the 
’90s, suffered an 11-15 season last 
year, including an 8-10 Big West re­
cord that tied them for seventh place.

This season NMSU looks to regain 
the form that guided the school to five 
appearances in the NCAA Tourna­
ment. Led by senior Enoch Davis and 
sophomore Charles Gosa, the Aggies 
were preseason favorites in the East­
ern Division.

Davis, an All-Big West Honorable 
Mention selection, led NMSU in 
1995-96 with 15.8 points per game. 
This season file 6’7” forward is third 
on the team with 14.1 ppg and second 
in rebounding with 5.7 per contest.

Prior to the season NMSU Head 
Coach Neil McCarthy expected Gosa 
to be a major factor in the Aggie 
offense.

“We’re counting on big things from 
[Gosa] this year,” McCarthy said. “I 
think that year of experience will be 
advantageous. I’m anxious to see the 
improvement he makes this year be­
cause he was so good last year.”

After capturing the Big West Fresh­
man of the Year award last season, 
many counted on Gosa for a large of­
fensive output this year. However, 
Gosa has struggled from the field, aver­
aging just 6.4 ppg and pulling down 
only 4.5 rebounds.

Tlie surprises of the season have 
been juniors Louis Richardson and 
Antoine Hubbard. The pair, which 
teamed together at Jones County Ju­
nior College in Ellisville, Miss., has ex­
ploded in recent games.

Richardson is file team’s leading 
scorer with 19.5 ppg and the top re­
bounder with 6.6 boards a game. Last 
season he led Jones County with 23.9 
points and 14.9 rebounds per game.

Hubbard has taken over the starting

Senior Forward Enoch Davis
Quick Facts

Location: Las Cruces, NM

Mascot: Aggies |  p i  

Head Coach: Neil McCarthy 

Record: 7-7,1-3

pointguard position for the Aggies and 
has made a definite impact. In the 
team’s 12 games he has dished out 60 
assists, which is tops in the Big West. 
Hubbard is the team’s second-leading 
scorer with 16.4 ppg.

Fellow newcomer Denmark Reid 
has been a pleasant surprise for 
McCarthy. The junior guard took a 
year off from basketball in an effort to 
complete his AA degree at Arizona 
Western JC. This season Reid is contri­
buting 11.6 ppg and 6.2 rpg.

The Aggies nave the talent and the 
coaching to be a strong force in the 
Eastern Division, but need to come 
together as a team if they wish to chal­
lenge Utah State and the University of 
Nevada for the regular-season title.

Broncos Look to Stifle Offenses
B oise State enters its first season 

of Big West play after posting a 
15-13 mark last year in file Big 

Sky Conference.
Under second-year Head Coach 

Rod Jensen, the Broncos exceeded all 
expectations a year ago and will face 
an even greater challenge in 1997 as 
they take on the stiffer competition of 
the Big West. So far the team has had a 
respectable start, going 6-7 overall and 
1-2 in conference play.

In order for it to succeed, Jensen’s 
squad will need to rely on its defensive 
prowess to compensate for a lack of 
scoring threats. Boise State has fin­
ished first in the Big Sky in scoring de­
fense for the past two seasons, holding 
opponents to a mere 65.3 points per 
game average in 1995-96.

This year, the squad is even better 
with 63.1 ppg allowed, which ranks 
third in the conference.

“We will always hang our hat on the 
defensive end of the court,” Jensen 
said. “We will look to push the ball off 
of turnovers and rebounds.”

Offensively, the Broncos will count 
on senior guard Joe Wyatt from the 
perimeter and senior center J.D. Hu- 
leen inside the paint.

Wyatt, the Big Sky’s Newcomer of 
the Year last season, averaged 11.6 
points and sunk an impressive 57 
three-point shots. TTiis year he is aver­
aging 17.0 ppg — eighth best in the 
conference.

For the Broncos to become more 
competitive inside, Huleen needs to 
improve upon his 9.5 ppg and 4.9 re­
bounds per game averages.

Among Boise State’s six new play­
ers, sophomore transfer Tony Norman 
looks to be the biggest force. Starting 
at the power forward position, he will 
be counted on to put up big scoring 
and rebounding numbers.

Despite lacking a dominant reboun­
der and a big-time scorer, Jensen still 
likes his team’s chances in the newly 
aligned Big West.

“On paper, I do like our athletic-

Senior Guard Joe Wyatt
Quick Facts

Location: Boise, ID

Mascot: Broncos

Head Coach: Rod Jensen

Record: 7-7,2-2

ism,” he said. “But it’s not only athle­
ticism, it’s a bunch of guys who know 
how to play the game of basketball, 
and that’s why I’m excited. On paper, 
it looks like we’re going to have some 
solid depth and good experience, two 
important ingredients in a good ba­
sketball team.”

The Broncos have the luxury of re­
turning four out of five starters, mak­
ing them the most experienced of the 
three additions to the conference’s 
Eastern Division. This alone should 
help ease Boise State’s transition this 
season, and the Broncos could pos­
sibly earn themselves a berth in the Big 
West Tournament come March.

North Texas Bv Ben Alkalv Idaho By YierShi

North Texas Searches for Respect
The University of North Texas 

looks to shake things up in the 
Eastern Division of fire Big West 

after competing last year in the South­
land Conference.

The squad posted a 15-13 record 
under Head Coach Tim Jankovich and 
was one game away from representing 
the Southland Conference in the 
NCAA Tournament. It was the third- 
straight year that the Eagles fell one 
game short of the tournament.

Returning to that level will be much 
more difficult for UNT in the Big West 
Conference, following a slow start of 
6-7 overall and 1-2 in conference. But 
the team's potential became obvious in 
its first Big West game of the year, 
when the Eagles beat UCSB 80-74.

North Texas returns four out of five 
starters from its 1995-96 campaign, 
losing only center and leading scorer 
Chris Smith (13.3 points per game, 4.8 
rebounds per game). Sophomore Sean 
Riley and his 7-foot frame will be 
counted on to fill the void in the 
middle.

The bulk of rebounding duties will 
be shared by Riley and junior forward 
David Miller, who is currently averag­
ing 7.8 boards per game — good for 
second in the conference.

But what will carry the Eagles’ des­
tiny will be the play of star guard Chad 
Elstun. The senior has already made 38 
shots from behind the arc, good for 
.432 percent efficiency.

Elstun scored 17 points against the 
Gauchos behind 5-8 shooting from the 
three-point line.

Rounding out the starting roster are 
freshman forward Charles Washing­
ton and junior guard T.J. Atkins.

Jankovich is excited about his team 
and the new conference, which will 
give the Eagles more media exposure 
and a chance to play against tougher 
opponents.

‘There are several goals [for this sea­
son].” he saidt “Number one, we want»

Junior Forward David Miller

Location: Denton, TX 
Mascot: Eagles 
Head Coach: Htn Jankovich 
Record: 6-8,1-3______________

to establish ourselves as a legitimate 
contender in the Big West. Secondly, 
we want to continue establishing our 
style of play, which is up-tempo and 
fast paced. Thirdly, our objective is al­
ways to advance to postseason 
competition.”

Two things will make this North 
Texas squad a contender for a Big West 
Tournament berth come March. The 
big front line of North Texas will cer­
tainly be an asset in a mostly under­
sized conference. Also, the Eagles 
have a tendency to turn their play up a 
notch toward the end of the season, 
much like they did the past three years.

If it can make another late-season 
charge, North Texas will have as good 
a chance as anyone in making the Big 
West Tournament.' ‘ ' ■

Rebuilding Idaho Enters New Era
A lot has changed for the Idaho 

Vandals since the end of last 
season — a new coach, a new 

•conference and seven newplayers. But 
with all the changes also comes one 
single common denominator— grow­
ing pains.

The Vandals have jumped out to an 
uninspiring 0-3 start in Big West ac­
tion in their first season in the confer­
ence. They own a 7-9 record overall.

“We are in a three-to-four-year re­
building phase,” said Head Coach 
Kermit Davis. “We are very excited ab­
out moving the program into the Big 
West, but we also understand a solid 
foundation has to be laid.”

Despite their many young players, 
the leaders of the Vandals’ rebuilding 
phase are still the veterans Jason Jack- 
man, Reggie Rose and Kris Baumann.

Jackman, a senior forward, is cur­
rently fifth in the conference averaging 
18.0 points per game. The smooth 
shooter is also third in the Big West in 
both field goal percentage (.566) and 
free throw percentage (.841).

Baumann is the only Idaho player to 
have been in Moscow for more than a 
year. The junior guard is currently 
eighth in the league with 2.3 treys a 
game.

Rose, a senior guard, is second on 
the team with 11.5 ppg and seventh in 
the conference with 1.9 steals per 
game.

‘Tour strength has to be in your re­
turning players who have competed at 
this level before," Davis said. “I have 
been really pleased with the returning 
players’ attitude on and off the floor. 
We will try to blend all the new J$ces to 
our system, therefore it will take us 
time to gain a continuity.”

Of the seven newcomers to the 
program, five are from junior college?. 
Of the five, junior forward Troy 
Thompson seems to have made the 
biggest impact.

, Tamer is averaging 10.7 ppg and 4.9

Senior Guard Reggie Rose 
Quick Facts 

Location: Moscow, ID 
Mascot: Vandals 
Head Coach: Kermit Davis 
Record: 7-10,0-4

rpg» good tor second on the team with 
its early struggles.

But in defense of Idaho is the fact 
that it has played one of the toughest 
nonconference schedules in the Big 
West. Already this season the Vandals 
have traveled to Purdue University, 
University of Hawai’i, University of 
Washington and Washington State 
University.

Although the squad was only able to 
come up with one victory — against 
the Rainbows — the experience it 
gained will assist the team in future 
matches.

But for right now, the rebuilding 
process continues in Moscow, and the 
Vandals are almost assured not to 
make the playoffs for the seventh- 
straight season. ,
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UC Santa Barbara By Brian Berger

Location: Santa Barbara, CA Head Coach: 
Mascot: Gauchos Mark French# : '/  . i > i: • $ !• -v

Record: 10-5,3-1

Gauchos Become Big West Power
I t’s not very often 

that a league has one 
team that is head 

and shoulders above the 
rest. But this season in 
the Big West Confer­
ence, the University of 
Pacific is dominating the 
men’s side while UCSB 
has taken over women’s 
hoops.

The Gauchos were en­
joying their best confer­
ence start in history until 
they were shocked by 
UC Irvine on Sunday. 
The loss ended a streak 
of 14 co n sec u tiv e  
regular-season Big West 
wins and ties the team 
with Irvine for the West­
ern Division’s top spot.

Last season UCSB 
went 17-1 in conference 
games, with its only loss 
coming at the hands of 
the University of Ha- 
wai’i. The Gauchos later 
avenged the loss and 
captured the regular- 
season Big West tide be­
fore being upended by 
Pacific in the semifinals 
o f th e  B ig W est 
Tournament 

Despite having only 
two starters return from 
last year’s team, Santa 
Barbara was the presea­
son favorite to win the 
league again this season. 
Leading the way are se­
nior guard Erin Alexan­
der and senior post 
player Amy Smith. Ale­
xander is ranked first 
and Smith fourth in the 
Big West with scoring 
averages of 22.0 and 17.0 
points per game.

The biggest question 
entering the season was

Senior Guard Erin Alexander

the ability of the five 
freshmen, who have an­
swered by making an im­
mediate impact. Point 
guard Stacy Clinesmith 
has started every game 
this season and is the 
team ’s third-leading 
scorer (13.8 ppg) and top 
assist giver (4.5 apg). 
Like Clinesmith, for­
ward Kristi Rohr was 
quickly thrust into a 
starting role and is chip­
ping in 9.0points a game.

Although Alexander 
and Smith are the most 
dangerous duo since 
Barbara Beainy and Cori 
Close, the pair has not 
reached the NCAA 
Tournament in the pre­
vious three seasons. If 
UCSB can stay at its cur­

rent pace, that feet will 
change this season, 
when the team can 
clinch the automatic 
tournament berth by 
winning the Big West 
Tournament in March.

While that sounds 
easy, the Gauchos have 
struggled the past two 
seasons in the tourna­
ment. Santa Barbara has 
not advanced past its 
first game in the tourna­
ment since 1993, when 
the team won the Big 
West title. However, 
with its current depth 
and experience, another 
tournament loss this 
year would be one of the 
greatest upsets in confer­
ence histoiy.

Quick Facts

Location: Irvine, CA 
Mascot: Anteaters 

Head Coach: Colleen Matsuhara 

Record: 8-7,3-1

UC Irvine By Steven Large

Oseguera Controls Anteaters’ Fate

Junior Forward Leticia Oseguera

The youth move- 
mentis in effect at 
Irvine — two ju­

niors and no seniors 
round out a team domi- 
i r a te d  by  n in e  
underclassmen.

On a team scorched 
with inexperience, the 
Anteaters are counting 
on one of their juniors — 
forward Leticia Osegu­
era —to lead the team to 
contention.

The junior is UCI’s re­
turning scoring leader 
(averaging 15.5 points 
per game last season) 
and rebounding leader 
(averaging 10.3 boards a 
game).

“It will be important 
for Leticia to be a leader 
on and off the court this 
season,” said Head 
Coach Collen Matsu­
hara. “Last yean the 
emergence of Leticia 
gave us a formidable tan­
dem [with Allah-mi 
Basheer] in the post, and 
we expect her to con­
tinue at an even higher 
level this season.”

Irvine finished in sixth 
place in the Big West last 
year, with a 7-11 confer­
ence record and a 12-16 
overall record. But the 
loss of All-American 
honorable mention cen­
ter Basheer to gradua­
tion will hinder any 
c h a n c e s  o f
improvement.

“Our primary presea­
son objective is to find a 
combination that can fill 
th e  v o id  l e f t '  by 
[Basheer],” Matsuhara 
said. “We need to find 
people to score points,

grab rebounds and pro­
vide a defensive pre­
sence in the paint.”

Oseguera will provide 
part of that combination, 
and the Anteaters are 
high on_ sophomore 
guard Princess Hatcher 
to add a strong perimeter 
force to their game.

A Big W est All- 
Freshman choice last 
year, Hatcher started 22 
games and led the team 
with 68 assists. Her 5.5 
ppg last year will have to 
be improved upon if the 
Anteaters hope to fill 
Basheer’s shoes.

“Princess did an out­
standing job last year

stepping into the starting 
lineup as a freshman,” 
Matsuhara said. “Even 
though she is only a so­
phomore, she should 
provide us with court 
leadership at a crucial 
position.”

Hatcher teams up 
with junior defensive 
s p e c ia l is t  S a b rin a  
R o b e r s o n  in  th e  
backcourt.

After Sunday’s defeat 
of UCSB, Irvine proved 
that it is a strong conten­
der in the Western Divi­
sion. And with its youth, 
the Anteaters will only 
get stronger as the sea­
son progresses.

Lons Beach State By Steven Large

Quick Facts

Location: Long Beach, CA Head Coach: 
Mascot: 49ers Dallas Boychuk

Record: 6-9,3-1

LBSU Longs for Past Glory Days
F or the fifth - 

consecutive sea­
son, Long Beach 

State will attempt to re­
gain the glory that the 
program once held. Be­
ginning in 1981, the 
49ers strung together an 
impressive streak of 
11-straight NCAA Tour­
nament berths before 
failing to qualify in 1993.

LBSU lost three of its 
starters from last year to 
graduation. Gone are 
forward Kim Barfield 
(15.4 ppg), center Ja’net 
Davis (13.9 ppg) and 
guard Akia Hardy (17.2 
ppg). But in her second 
season with the 49ers, 
Head Coach Dallas Boy­
chuk is not so sure that 
the losses will have as 
great an effect on the 
team  as som e are 
wagering.

“I don’t think [the los­
ses hurt] because Adara 
Newidouski, Toby Me- 
toyer and Michelle Es­
parza all had starting 
spots last year and Em­
ber Brown was a key re­
serve,” Boychuk said.

Still, the combination 
of those four players only 
added up to about 24 
points per game for the 
Niners last year.

Last season Long 
Beach finished with a 
15-13 overall record and 
tied for fifth place in the 
Big West Conference at 
10-8. It was the team's 
first finish above .500 
since 1992.

In order to improve on 
that record, Boychuk

Senior Forward Adara Newidouski

says that perimeter play 
will need to cany the 
team. Newidouski, a 
5T0” forward, led the 
team in three-point 
shooting at 38 percent 
beyond the arc.

In the backcourt, se­
nior Aimee Periolat and 
sophom ores Em ber 
Brown, Sarah Davis and 
Daneille Petty will all see 
action. Davis was the 
starting point guard as a 
true freshman for the 
1994-95 season, but she 
was redshirted last year 
to gain an extra year of 
experience.

The paintwilLbefilled

with 6’2” senior center 
Toby Metoyer, who suf­
fered a knee injury in 
mid-January last year 
and had to sit out the re­
mainder of the season.

One advantage for 
Long Beach is its home- 
court arena, The Pyra­
mid, which is always a 
tough court for visiting 
teams because of the 
crowds it attracts and 
their excessive noise.

“We want to win all 
our home games,” Boy­
chuk said. “We did very 
well last year at home; 
The Pyramid is a great 
advantage.” . . . . . __ ,

Quick Facts

Location: Stockton, GA Head Coach: 
Mascot: Tigers Melissa Thketa

Record: 3-12,2-2

Pacific By Steven Large

Pacific Turns to Freshmen in ’97
G aucho fens still 

have a bitter 
taste in their 

mouths from the shot 
they took last year in the 
Big West Tournament 
semifinals. Pacific pulled 
out a double-overtime 
88-87 win over UCSB to 
advance to the finals, 
where it was defeated 
68-64 by the University 
of Hawai’i.

While the Tigers lost 
four of their starters from 
that team to graduation, 
ninth-year Head Coach 
Melissa Taketa says that 
she will rely heavily on 
her inexperienced re­
turning squad and in­
coming players to reach 
last season’s heights 
again.

“Each year I expect to 
be better than the year 
before,” Taketa said. “I 
am quite aware that we 
are young, but I also 
think by coaching and 
educating our players to 
compete at the level we 
are accustomed to, they 
can learn to play up to 
their potential.”

Taketa does have one 
returning starter to help 
guide the team back to 
last season’s success — 
senior center Kate McAl­
lister. Taketa could not 
ask for a better returning 
starter.

Last year McAllister 
was named First Team 
All-Big West and Big 
West Tournament MVP. 
She set a Pacific record 
last season by averaging 
18.8 points per game (in-

Senior Center Kate McAllister

eluding a school-record 
46 points against Long 
Beach State) and also 
pulled down an average 
of 8.1 rebounds each 
game.

“Hopefully, Kate will 
have a great end to her 
career at Pacific this 
year,” Taketa said. “Ob­
viously she is going to be 
the focal point of many 
teams, especially early 
on with the team being 
young. She’s going to 
have to handle that and 
not get. frustrated. She 
has all the tools.”

Freshm en centers 
Chante Guggia and 
Amanda Sven^on will

challenge for time inside 
the paint. Both came 
from the tri-counfy area 
—Guggia from Rio Mesa 
High School and Sven- 
son from Santa Barbara 
High School.

The other seven fresh­
men will battle for time 
in the backcourt.

“Obviously with a lot 
of new players, there are 
going to be a lot of peaks 
and valleys in their indi­
vidual play,” Taketa 
said. “It is our job to help 
them through the tough 
times and keep them fo­
cused on the matter at 
hand." •» — *•
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Cal Stale Fullerton________  _____By Steven Large

Experienced Youth Key for CSUF

Sophomore Guard Andrea Thieme

Location: FUUerton, CA H ead  C oach: |  ,i 
Mascot: Titans Deborah Ayres \

Record: 5-9,0-4

Cal Poly ____________  By Steven Large

Mustangs Realistic in First Season

Junior Forward Rona Bevien 

f i f e  .¿L Facts

Location: San Luis Obispo, CA 

|  Mascot: Mustangs 

Head Coach: Karen Booker 

Record: 2-13,1-3

Last year was not a 
good one for Cal 
State Fullerton. 

Injuries and desertion 
forced the Titans to play 
with an inexperienced 
Division I team. But last 

-year’s force-feeding may 
pay off for CSUF this 
season.

With a young squad 
dominated by sopho­
mores — who cannot be 
described as inexper­
ienced  a fte r being  
thrown into the fire last 
season — Fullerton will 
undoubtedly fere better 
than last year’s 4-14 
team.

“Our freshmen were 
able to gain valuable 
playing experience last 
season and I’m hoping 
that it pays of for us,” 
said Head Coach De­
borah Ayres. “Down the 
stretch we lost seven 
games by five points *>r 
less. As frustrating as 
that was, I’m hoping this 
year’s squad will put 
those hard-learned les­
sons to use.”

Leading the way for 
the Titans this season 
will be sophom ore 
fo rw ard /cen ter Dee 
Braxton. An All-Big 
West Honorable Men­
tion pick last season, she 
averaged 13.4 points per 
game (16.9 in Big West 
matches) and led the 
team in rebounding with 
6.6 boards per game. 
Conventional wisdom 
says those numbers will 
be inflated this season.

“Dee put in time and 
effort since last season 
working on her overaU

game and you can see the 
improvement,” Ayres 
said. “She has developed 
a much better under­
standing of the game and 
of what’s expected of her 
in her position.”

From the perimeter, 
the Titans’ main threat 
will be a new one this 
season. Junior transfer 
guard Kristin Sigg joins 
the team this year after 
being selected a Division 
II All-American from 
Glendale College, where 
she averaged 22 points 
per game.

Sophomore Andrea 
Thieme will hold onto 
the starting point guard 
position that she held in

24 of last season’s 27 
games. Another sopho­
more, Justine McMahan, 
will take on the small 
forward position that 
she  in h e r i te d  la s t 
February.

The center position 
will likely be run by 
committee.

“We don’t have a big 
dominant center at this 
point, but I’m really ex­
cited about the talented 
rotation we have at the 
three and four spots,” 
Ayres said. “We have 
more depth between the 
5’l l ”s and 6’l ”s than 
I’ve had since I’ve been 
here.”

tio n s  and 
history aren’t exactly 
built overnight... [but] a 
foundation can be set for 
good things to come 
down the road.”

Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo’s media guide 
simply tells it like it is. In 
its first year in the Big 
West, the Mustangs are 
not expecting a confer­
ence championship.

Fresh from the Ameri­
can West Conference, m 
where Cal Poly finished 
last season at 2-4 (6-22 
overall), the Mustangs 
have reloaded with nine 
newcomers after losing 
their starting point guard 
Christina Carillo (who 
dropped out) and lead­
ing scorer Kellie Hoff­
man (who graduated). 
The team is confident, 
yet cautious, in its out­
look for the ’97 season.

“This year we will be 
competitive,” said Head 
Coach Karen Booker. 
“On paper we have nine 
new players, but we will 
be very athletic and», 
quick. I think we will 
surprise a few people.”

Cal Poly did not sur­
prise UCSB on Jan. 13, 
when the Gauchos intro­
duced the Mustangs to 
the Big West with a 
102-60 slam in the face. 
The loss was nothing 
new to SLO, who is off to 
a 1-13 start and is 0-3 in 
Big West play.

Freshman guard Ste­
phanie Osorio and so­
phomore forward Rona 
Bevien have been the

leaders of this team that, 
so fer this season, has 
seen 10 of its 12 players 
make at least one start. 
Osorio is averaging 12.1 
points per game ifrhile 
Bevien is throwing down 
an average of 10.2.

“We needed a sharp 
shooter right away that 
could fill the void 
created by the loss of 
Kellie Hoffman and 
C hristina C arrillo ,” 
Booker said. “[Osorio] is 
an excellent three-point 
shooter, feisty on de­
fense, and is a good all- 
around player.

“Experience-w ise, 
Rona Bevien is a player 
who can lead, and we 
will need her to do that 
this year. She has the 
heart and work ethic to 
become a leader on this 
team.”

Junior guard Kristie 
Barnes, a transfer from 
De Anza College, has 
also made her presence 
felt on the Cal Poly 
squad. Barnes leads the 
team in minutes played 
and has put up an aver­
age of 7.5 points per 
game so fer this season.

New Mexico Stale__________  By Brian Berger

Roadrunners Rebuild Without Star

Junior Guard Rebecca Fresquez

’ .: Quick Facts *

Location: Las Graces, NM 
Mascot: Roadrunners 
Head Coach: John Sutherland 
Record: 6-9,3-0

uch to the plea- 
sure of the 
other teams in 

the Big West, New Mex­
ico State will begin to re­
build its program this 
season after the depar­
ture of Anita Maxwell.

Maxwell, who became 
the first player in NCAA 
history to score 2,500 ca­
reer points, grab 1,000 
rebounds and record 300 
steals, departed from Las 
Cruces as the Big West’s 
all-time leading scorer.

With Maxwell out of 
the picture, the Road- 
runners will look for a 
new start under first- 
season Head Coach 
John Sutherland. After 
nine seasons of guiding 
Arkansas, Sutherland 
took a three-year hiatus 
before returning to the 
sidelines this season.

“This is a great oppor­
tunity for me,” Suther­
land said. “I’m very ex­
cited about the prospects 
for the next several years.

If Sutherland is to be 
successful, NMSU will 
have to rely on juniors 
Rebecca Fresquez and 
Wendy Ray. Fresquez 
captured the Big West’s 
Player of the Week hon­
ors on Dec. 9 and cur­
rently leads the team in 
assists, with 3.4 per 
game, and steals, with 
3.3 per match.

Ray, who has become 
the team’s top scorer, av­
erages 12.2 points per 
game. The 5’11” forward 
is also second in the 
league in field goaf per­

cen tage  w ith  .542 
(64-118).

“Wendy is the type of 
player that coaches like 
to coach,” Sutherland 
said. “Wendy can score 
when needed, rebound 
and play low post. She, 
along with Rebecca Fres­
quez, are the main cogs 
of the team.”

Senior Annette Ro­
binson is stuck with the 
responsibility of filling 
Maxwell’s shoes. The 
6’3” center has not come 
near Maxwell’s scoring 
power, but she is third in 
¿he league, in shooting

percentage (.532). Ro­
binson also leads New 
Mexico State in re­
bounds (6.9 rpg) and the 
Big West in blocked 
shots (2.8 per game).

With the additions of 
freshmen centers Christ­
ina Allred and Amy 
Wells, NMSU has be­
come one of the deepest 
teams in the conference 
across the frontline. The 
depth, however, was not 
apparent in the early sea­
son as the team dropped 
six of its first seven games 
before improving its re­
cord ,tp 5-9. overnlj.

Nevada________________ By .Scott Hennessee

Experienced Players Key in Reno

Junior Guard Shawna Franceschini
______  Quick Facts

Location: Reno, NV HeadCoacfi: 
Mascot: Wolf Pack Ada Gee

Record: 6-9,2-2

The University of 
Nevada returns 
this season as the 

veteran of the Big West. 
The Wolf Pack returns 
nine players from last 
year, including their top 
seven scorers.

Although Nevada is 
coming off a 9-17 season, 
it was still predicted to 
win the Eastern Division 
in  th e  p re s e a s o n  
coaches’ poll. Currently, 
the ’Pack has struggled 
— owning a 5-8 overall 
record and a 1-1 Big 
West mark.

Nevada is led by 1996 
All-Big West Honorable 
Mention pick KaTrina 
Crenshaw. The 6’0” se­
nior forward was the 
team’s leading scorer in 
16 of the 26 games last 
year, averaging 15.9 
points while pulling 
down 8.6 rebounds.

“She is a gifted player 
with outstanding talent 
who can dominate the 
boards and die inside 
game,” said Head Coach 
Ada Gee.

Junior center Ieesha 
Donadelle’s game may 
have finally begun to 
blossom. After averaging 
just3.6 points and 1.8 re­
bounds through the first 
eight games this year, she 
has caught fire lately. 
Donadelle was named to 
the All-Tournam ent 
team of the State Farm 
Classic and averaged 
18.3 points and 9.7 re­
bounds over the team’s 
l a s t  t h r e e  n o n ­
conference games.........

While Donadelle and 
Crenshaw are expected 
to carry the load on the 
inside, juniors Shawna 
Franceschini and Noelle 
Fable are back to provide 
a threat from the perime­
ter. Fable led the Wolf 
Pack in three-point field 
goal percentage last sea­
son wqth an average of 
.355 from downtown. 
Franceschini was the 
team’s second-leading 
scorer at 11̂ 8 points per 
game.

“Our post game could 
p o te n tia lly  be the 
strongest in the confer­
ence,” Gee said. “Our 
perimeter game, will be

equally solid and we 
have excellent balance 
inside and out, which 
will be a tremendous 
asset.”

With 92 percent of last 
year’s offense returning 
for the Wolf Pack, any 
newcomers might have 
trouble getting looks. 
Nevada only has one, 
but she is a prized re­
cruit. Freshman Jasmine 
Huntington arrives in 
Reno as USA Today’s 
Player of the Year from 
Vermont, where she av­
eraged 31.9 ppints per 
game for Oxbow High 
School. . . . . .  .....
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Quick Facts

Location: Denton, TX 

Mascot: Eagles

Head Coach:
Tina Slinker

Record: 3-12,0-3

Quick Facts

Location: Moscow, ID

Mascot: Vandals

Head Coach: 
Julie Holt

Record: 6-9,1-2

Boise State By Scon Hennessee

BSU Brings Athletic Squad 
to New-Look Conference-

North Texas By Brian BergerIdaho Bv Scott Hennessee

Vandals Count On Nieman 
for Their Inaugural Season

A fter eight seasons 
in the Big Sky 
C o n f e r e n c e ,  

Boise State brings its 
run-and-gun attack to 
the Big West this season. 
And dong with a new 
league, the Broncos will 
debut a new coach.

Head Coach Trisha 
Stevens takes over BSU 
this season after serving 
as an assistant for the 
past three years. Stevens 
will have her hands full 
this year as she attempts 
to guide a team led by se­
ven freshmen to the Big 
West Tournament.

“We are young and 
athletic,” Stevens said. 
“We are eager to learn. 
The coaching staff and 
the players want to play 
an up-tempo game with 
pressure defense.”

The freshman players 
have proven themselves 
at the prep level. Four 
were USA Today Hon­
orable Mention All- 
Americans, and two 
were state players of the 
year. Forward Stephanie 
Block is perhaps the 
most talented of the 
group. The 6’4” fresh­
man averaged 16 points, 
seven rebounds and 
three blocks per game 
her senior season, and is 
the first player in Oregon 
State Tournament his­
tory to record a triple­
double.

Sophomore Alycia 
Sumlin is one of the el­
der statesmen on a squad

Alycia Sumlin

Mascot:
Head

Trisha Stevens 
Record: 4-10,2-1

that has no seniors and 
only three juniors. Of the 
returning players, she 
was tops in scoring last 
year, averaging 9.2 ppg, 
4.9 rebounds per game 
and leading the Big Sky 
in steals with 68.

Last season’s Big Sky 
Newcomer of the Year, 
Kim Brydges, looks to 
add inside strength to 
the Bronco squad. She 
averaged 7.5 ppg and led 
the team in rebounding 
with 6.3 per contest.

“This is the most ath­
letic group of recruits we 
have brought to Boise 
State in my four years 
here,” Stevens said. “We 
are looking to our fresh­
man class to step up and 
contribute a lot this 
year.”

Ari Skorpik

do this year is rebound 
and score inside,” said 
Holt. “We need her to be 
a positive role model.” 

O v era ll, five of 
Idaho’s top eight scor­
ers, including three star­
ters, return this year. 
“This year we’ll be able 
to give players some 
rest,” Holt said. “We’ll 
be able to press more and 
get a good rotation go­
ing. It’s going to be fun.” 

If the Vandals wish to 
make the Big West Tour­
nament they will need 
someone other than Nie­
man to score. If that 
doesn’t happen, it could 
be a long winter in 
Moscow.

Transition Won’t Be Easy 
for Eagles in the Big West
The University of 

North Texas made 
the  tra n s itio n  

from the Southland 
Conference to the Big 
West this season. And 
based on its first league 
game against UCSB, the 
Eagles discovered there 
is quite a difference as 
they w ere dow ned 
92-64.

Despite a slow start 
that saw UNT go 1-9, th 
team has shown the po­
tential to challenge in 
the Eastern Division.

After leading the team 
in scoring last season, 
sophomore guard Ash­
ley Norris once again is 
spearheading the Eagle 
attack. Going into this 
past weekend, Norris led 
all UNT scorers with 
14.1 points per game.

“Ashley is the best 
shooter I have ever 
coached,” said Head 
Coach Tina Slinker.

Senior guard Christi 
Washington and senior 
forward Valerie Gilbert 
also return to the starting 
lineup as the team’s only 
seniors. Last seasdn the 
duo combined to aver­
age 15.4 points and 6.9 
rebounds per game.

“The leadership of se­
niors is crucial to the 
total success of any 
team,” Slinker said. “I 
know Christi and Val­
erie are committed to the 
qualities an individual 
must possess in order to 
be a winner.”

Ashley Norris

Since junior center 
LaFreda Deckard was 
forced to medically red- 
shirt this season to rehab 
an injured knee, junior 
forw ard A n’D ionne 
Smith has stepped in to 
become a force on the 
boards, averaging 7.2 re­
bounds per game.

The top newcomer on 
the team is freshman for­
ward Empress Drane. 
The former Texas high 
school star was one of 
the few bright spots in 
the conference opener 
against the Gauchos, 
scoring 19 points and 
p u l l i n g  d o w n  13 
rebounds.

D espite being 
new to the Big 
West, the Uni­

versity of Idaho looks to 
make an immediate im­
pact in the conference’s 
Eastern Division this 
season.

Led by freshman for­
ward Alii Nieman, the 
Vandals have the fire­
power to surprise any 
team in the league. Nie­
man currently ranks 
fourth in the Big West in 
scoring and third in re­
bounding, with 17.3 
points and 8.7 rebounds 
per game.

“Her versatility is go­
ing to be her greatest as­
set for us,” said Head 
Coach Julie Holt.

Teaming with the 
youth of Nieman is the 
veteran leadership of ju­
niors Kathryn Gussett 
and Kelli Johnson, and" 
senior Ari Skorpik.

Although a forward, 
the 5’11” Gussett leads 
the team in assists with 
3.5 per game. Johnson is 
Idaho’s biggest long- 
range threat, connecting 
on 22 of her 69 three- 
point attempts. Skorpik 
ranked in the top-10 of 
the Big Sky Conference 
in six different categories 
the last two seasons.

Michelle Greenwood 
will complement thé 
solid inside play of Nie­
man. Last season Green­
wood averaged 8.2 ppg 
and 4.1 rpg.

“What we need her to

Great Deals on Wheels for Your M tn. or Road Bike! 
DOUBLE WALL ARAYAS OR MAVIC ONLY $60 SAVE $39! 
Make your bike into a full on M tn . Bike CHEAP!
USED MTN. BIKES

Tre k  Fu ll S u s p . 9100 V-Brake
w/Rock Shock................................... .....$699
R ale igh  w/Shocks................................ $245
N ish lk i w/Shocks............................ .....$199
G ia n t Iguana Cro-mo Frame............ $149
M ongoose Rockadlle Alum w/Shock.$399
T R E K  830............................... ..... $199
D iam ond B ack w/Shock.................... $220

NEW MTN. BIKES-CLOSE OUT
P e u g o t D u n e w/Shock................. ......$279
N ish lk i Am bush Full Susp........... ......$399
M ongoose M a n e u ve r........................ ......$259
M ongoose A lta  S T X ............................. $359
Sco rpio  A lu m ............................................ .....$399
Univega Active........ .......................... ..$189
Azonic LX-XT Rock Shox.................... $895

USED BIKES S75 & UP
B asic B ik e ............................................ ...................$75
Beach C ru is e r................................... ...fro m  $ 9 9
D e l P la ya s............................................ ............... $89

SHOCKS— BLOWOUT
Ballistic S h o ck................................... ................$69
R o c k S b o x Q u a d 5 ......................................... $169
Rock Shock Indy................................ ............. $209
Yellow Quad 2 1 R ............................... ............. $235
Rock Shock Ju d y ............................................ $278
R S T M O Z O .............................................. .................$333

SPECIALS
Cruiser S e a ts................................................... $14.85
New Steel Wheels............................. ............ $21.35
Fenders.................................................... from $19.99
CATeye Halogen Lig h t 5 0 0 .................... $15.77
U -Lo c k s.................................................... ............ $13.92
Krypto U -Lo c k ..................................... $19.95
Busbwacker Pa cks.......................... ...... Jrom  $12
Insulated Beer P a c k .................................. $21.35

• I s l a  D is fa  D i k e  B o u t i q u e *

880 Embarcadero del Mar ■ 968-3338

Variety of Student 
Discounts Available
• 2 0 %  off photo finishing
• 2 0 %  off camera rentals
• Discount on all photo 

supplies
• Art Studio 120

Upper Division Photography

• We have all the supplies for UCSB 
Photography Classes

• Cameras, Film, and Accessories
• Binoculars • Dark Room Supplies
• 24-Hour Quality Film Processing
• Video Cameras and 

Accessories
• Video Camera Rentals
• Videotape Duplications
O n ly  10 M inutes  
from  C a m p u s

S A N TA
BAR BAR A

910 East Haley St.

963-7269

S TO R E
HO URS
M -F  8 -6  
Sat 9 -5


