15-0: Perfection Attained as
Gauchos Set School Record

By Steve W endt
Staff Writer

If it wasnt already ack-
nowledged, the #20 UCSB
women’s basketball team
proved once and for all that
it is the “feel good” team of
the year.

The Gauchos capped an
incredible undefeated Big
West Conference» regular
season last Saturday nightby
decimating Cal State Fuller-
ton in the Thunderdome
94-49. The win was Santa
Barbara’s school-record
18th straight win.

UCSB’s (23-3 overall,
15-0 in the Big West) game
was revving as high as its
emotions Saturday, which
was “Senior Night” for three
current Gauchos: Sheila
Frial, Melissa Corpus and
Stephanie Shadwell.

W e wanted it to be ajoy-
ous occasion for our se-
niors,” UCSB Head Coach
Mark French said. “We
needed-to play well to create
a great environment for
Sheila, Stephanie and Wea-
pon [Corpus’ nickname]
and thatwas alot ofthe mo-
tivation to tome out in the

game fast.”
UCSB came out fast and
furious indeed. The

Gauchos dominated the Ti-
tans (4-22, 2-13) by shoot-
ing 53 percent from the field
and forcing CSUF to cough
up 20 turnovers in the first
half. UCSB smothered Ful-
lerton allowing only 13
points, nonein the final 9:32
ofthe first half, and went to
the locker room leading
45-19.

The Gauchos, many of
whom have made reference
to this team being more like
“a family,” honored their
three seniors prior to the
game with bouquets and
boisterous ovations from the
3,008 in attendance. The
lovefest also included flow-
ers for three Titan seniors
and gifts from UCSB to re-
tiring scorekeeper Frank
Swain.

“l was cryingin the shoot-
around today,” said Frial,
who finished the night with
five points and acareer-high
eight rebounds. “It was very
emotional knowing that was
the last time Fd play here at
the Thunderdome.”

French’s perspective on
Frial’s game was part proud

coach and part cardiologist

“Anyone who has a
daughter that is short and
wonders if they’ll be able to
be great at basked)all, send
them out to watch Sheila
play,” French said. “She is
just all heart. She may be
vertically challenged, but she
is not aortically challenged
in any manner.”

Corpus was given the
starting nod by French for
the first time in her career at
UCSB.

“I knew he’d turn it ar-
ound and finally start me,”
joked Corpus, who hit a
three-pointer, had one re-
bound and three assists. “Tve
definitely earned it and it
was just coincidental® Se-
nior Night.”

The only senior honored
who did not play was Ste-
phanie Shadwell, who
missed a majority ofthe sea-

son after back surgery.
Shadwell was granted a

medical redshirtand will de-
cide if she will return next
season later this year.
Sophomore Erin Bues-
cher, who led all scorers with
19 points and surpassed the
500 point mark for the sec-
ond straight season, ex-

Clash With Titans Gives UCSB
First Winning Record Since 1992

By Matt Hurst
StaffWriter

After playing side-by-
side for much oftheircareers
at UCSB, seniors B.J. Bun-
ton andJosh Merrill had one
last hurrah together in the
UCSB men’s basketball
team’s regular-season finale
Saturday night.

The two seniors com-
bined for 45 points in Santa
Barbara’s 80-75 win over
Cal State Fullerton in Titan
Gym, giving UCSB
momentum heading into the
Big West Tournament
starting Thursday afternoon
in Reno, Nev.

“B.J. and | have been ar-
ound the block,” Merrill
said. “l know personally, and
Fm sure it’s true for B.J., |
fed real comfortable out
there. | fed like Fm in con-
trol, espedally with the
group ofguyswe have outon
the floor. I think we’re start-
ing to realize what it takes to
win.

Merrill led all scorers and
rebounders with 23 points
and nine boards, while Bun-
ton had 22 points ofhis own
on 10 of 13 shooting, prop-
ellingUCSB (14-12 overall,
12-4 in the Big West) to its

Josh Merrill

first winning record since
the 1992-93 season and giv-
ing UCSB its 14th winin its
last 18 contests.

“This is the first time for
me at the university, and it
feels pretty good,” Bunton
said about the winning re-
cord. “l hope weVve earned
some respect”
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Despite losing to the
Gauchos for the second time
this season, Fullerton
(13-13,7-9) won die fourth
and final spot from die
Western Division on Satur-
day night when Cal Poly
dropped its game to UC Ir-
vine who had previously lost
14 straight. The Titans were
led by junior Jason Cun-
ningham with 20 points and
right rebounds, while senior
Ike Harmon chipped in 19
and eight

“We’re disappointed we
lost these last two games,”
CSF Head Coach Bob
Hawking said. “It's not the
way we wanted to get into
the tournament”

UCSB junior Erick Ashe,
playing in the town in which
he attended junior college
(Fullerton JC) dropped in
15 points, dished out a
team-high seven assists, and
grabbed seven boards
against his old teammates
and friends. Ashe hit three
of seven three-pointers,

SeeWIN, pJA
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JASON SCHOCK / daitym m

ONE OF 18: Freshman Kayte Christensen knocks down a free throw for one other 18
points during the Gauchos’ 18th straight win — a school record.

pressed how much it will
hurt the team to lose these
valuable senior teammates.
“There is a kind of over-
whelming sadness,” Bues-
cher said. “It’s not like any-

one isdying or anything, but
it is definitely sad. Last year
we didn’t have to go through
losing any seniors. They’ll be
missed.”

As much as the Gauchos

will miss these veterans, the
future, as evident in the play
of freshmen Lisa Hansen
and Kayte Christensen vs.

See PERFECT, pJA

Corpus Cracks Up, Inspires Team

By Steve W endt
S tiff Writer

Following Senior Night
last Saturday in the Thun-
derdome, UCSB senior
guard Melissa Corpus told a
crowded and emotional
gathering ofGaucho parents
and boosters, “l don’t under-
stand you; you people cheer
me even when | screw up.”

Apparently, Corpus
doesn’t know that the
Gaucho fans are a lot like
UCSB women’s basketball
coaches and team members:
They're big on character.

UCSB Head Coach
Mark French told reporters
earlier in the season that if
you didn’t get excited about
Corpus, “you aren't in touch
with your humanity.” Not
exactly what most coaches
would say about their 10th
player offthe bench who av-
erages 1.3 points per game.

But Corpus means more
to UCSB basketball more
than any stat sheet can pos-
sibly encompass. Known to
her team as “ ‘S’ weapon,”
the *S” stands for secret, the

Friday
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SECRET WEAPON: Junior Melissa Corpus has inspired
the women'’s basketball team in her finalyear.

S'4” guard is called the fun-
niest, most dedicated, brav-
est and most loyal Gaucho
by most everyone of her
teammates.

“She plays the game ofba-
sketball because she realty
lovesit," French said. “l have

Saturday

a deep admiration for her
passion for the game and for
being a Gaucho. Some play-
ers play for the scholarship
or the notoriety, but she
plays because she cares about

See CORPUS, p2A
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making him 12 of 22 from
downtown in his last three
games.

“We swang the ball really
quick and it was just wide-
open,” Ashe said. “l wasjust
taking them, and they were
going down. My stroke has
come back a bit. | used to
play in this gym like every
day, although these are new
baskets.”

The Gauchos were red
hot from the field, shooting
56 percent from die field for
the game, and 61.5 percent
in the second half. UCSB
held a 41-26 lead at die
break, mainly due to Fuller-
ton’s inconsistency from die
field. The Titans shot eight
of 34 from the floor in the
first half for a 23.5 percent
clip.

“We talked about it at
halftime — we knew that
they would make a charge
withwhatthey had at stake,”
UCSB Head Coach Bob
Williams said. “We knew
that they would come out
and play with a lot of heart
and a lot of emotion. We
knew that Coach Hawking
would not let them die on it,
and they didn’t. They made
some very good runs at us.”

Next up for the Gauchos
isthe BigWestToumament

JASON SCHOCK/ daily nexus

MR. CONSISTENCY: Gaucho senior B.J. Bunton once
again played well, leading UCSB to an 80-75 victory.

in Reno on Thursday.
Seeded number one in the

Western Division, Santa
Barbara will face the Big
West’s Eastern Division
number fourseed Utah State
at noon.

“l think we just needed
the momentum,” Williams
said about how important
the win was. “We need to
keep it rolling. Our guys

were loose but played really,
realty hard — and had fun
playing hard. 1 was realty
pleased with that because |
thought at times we were
kind of running on empty a
bit mentally the last couple
ofweeks. We weren't asju-
iced up aswed like to be and
weren’t as mentally sharp as
we’d like to be. | think to-
night we showed that there
is plenty left in die tanks.”

Nexus Sports
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CSUF, is very bright.

Hansen and Christensen
each scored in double digits
with 10 and 18 points, re-
spectively. Hansen seta new
career high in points and
also pulled down four
boards. Christensen tied a

CORPUS
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the game.”

Thatlove ofthe game was
strengthened last season
when the former Ar-
chbishop Mitty prepster be-
gan to fall ill and was rushed
to the emergency room. A
kidney ailment that has yet
to be definitively diagnosed
had Corpus thinking of
things other than hitting
treys.

Through two biopsies
and many uncertain times,
Corpus said that a group of
special people helped her
through it all.

“[My teammates] have al-
ways been there for me,” she
said. “When | was sick, they
constantly checked up on me
and | feltpart of die team. |
couldn’t ask for anything
more.”

Junior Tawnee Cooper,
who is sidelined for the rest
ofthe seasonwith aknee in-
jury, says she has a greater
understanding ofwhatitwas

See CORPUS, p-3A

career high in scoring,
grabbed seven rebounds and

was seven of 10 from the
field. The Alturas, Calif.,
native earned high praise
from her coach.

“Kayte showed flashes of
not only the future, but
maybe of what things may
come in games later this
month,” French said.

Daily Nexus

Sheila Frial

Iphe'sjust somebody who
has a lot of heart. She means
somuch to the program  t
g jle than,shriknows."

D r. Tawne£ Cooper

"She's always making up
fake stories like ... when
we're on an airplane, she'll
||p . the otherpassengers'

R atshe'sthestar..."
SSoph. RachellcRoger«

"The funniestgirl in the
world. We always set her
tip-'to, getin trouble, but

—Soph. Niiole Greathouse

"Very funny, but also some-
one you can talk to and trust.
She'sa hath workerand an
inspiration.”

—Jr. Stacy Clinesmith
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All you have to do is: Dream up your
own original ice cream creation. Then
come in to Hobson’s between March 1¢
3dat 1:00, fill out an entry form, have
your idea made and then purchase it.
You are then automatically entered into
the MARCH ICE CREAM MADNESS

CONTEST with a chance of being one of 32
finalists (who will be announced, in the Daily

Nexus on Thursday, March 4t) to receive
their creation for free, one of 3 to win a

$100 gift certificate to Turnpike 76 and
prepare for your own spring break roadtrip

or be the 1 Grand prize winner and

receive a 2 'FVTeaI_< vacatiog

Travel and

I a

courtesy of Council
dad.
in your frfends to buy and vote for your creation as it
goes head to head against other creations, just as the

Be sure to send

March-Madness basketball teams do!

Council Travel
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Council Travel, the nation’s largest
youth/student travel organization will
contribute a 2 week trip on AXhepCftn

good for redemption until the 25thof

June, 1999. AmeriCan raters to travel-

ers who like to experience the outdoors and
don't mind getting their hands dirty. Their trips

range from experiencing the isolation and
untouched beauty of Alaska to the good old
South and dixie.

Come into Hobson'’s

Isla Vista, CA 93117
805.562.8080

and turn your ice

cream dream Into your
DREAM VACATION.



Daily Nexus

Pepperdine Waves Roll Over UCSB

By Marvin Gapultos
StuffWriter

The UCSB baseball team
was washed away this past
weekend when ittookon the
likes o fbaseball powerhouse
Pepperdine University. The
#12 Waves (13-1 overall)
were more like tsunamis,
however, wanning both
games in the two-game
home-and-home series
against the Gauchos (9-8).

In Friday*scontestin M a-
libu, senior pitcher David
Uris started on the mound
for Santa Barbara and ran
into trouble in the third in-
ning. 'The Gaucho hurler
gave up six runs, thanks in
large part to Pepperdine first
basemanJared Pitney. W ith
the bases loaded, Pitney
crushed a Uris pitch over the
centerfield fence for a grand
slam. The Waves led 6-0 af-
ter the third.

“[Uris] had one bad in-
ning,” UCSB Head Coach
Bob Brontsema said of his

CORPUS
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like for Corpus not to be
hoopin’ last year.

“What she had was so
much more serious than
what | have,” Cooper said.
“But the way she handled it
is something that | really
look up to her for and ad-
mire. She’s so selfless; she

BASEBALL

starter's performance. “He
made some bad pitches in
[the third]. One of the
things we’re running into
right now is we’re having
trouble putting hitters away.
WeVe been giving up two-
strike hits and that hurts us.”

Despite bong down 7-0
after five innings, the
Gauchos staged a small rally
in the sixth when senior de-
signated hitter Gene Lenzi
knocked in two runs on a
single to center field. So-
phomore third baseman
Dave Molidor scored on a
Pepperdine throwring error
to bring the score to 7-3.
However, that would be the
last run scored by UCSB,
losing the game 9-3.

Uris pitched for 6.3 in-
nings and allowed eightruns
on right hits. The right-
hander picked up his third
loss ofthe season. Senior left
fielder Ryan Baderian, se-
niorfirstbasemanBryanLa-
Cour, andjunior catcher Bill
Duplissca all had two hits
apiece in the Gaucho loss.

has a heart ofgold.”
Corpus admits that she
won’t take anything for
granted now thatshe’sin die
waning days ofher career at
UCSB. She said that when
picking up her mother, Joy,
who hadn’t beento aUCSB
game since Melissa’s fresh-
man year, at the airport be-
fore Senior Night, Corpus
was already misting up..
“[Senior guard Sheila

SOFTBALL

Santa Barbara hoped to
redeem Friday’s loss by re-
turning home to Caesar Uy-
esaka Stadium on Saturday.
However, the Waves had

other ideas, drowning
UCSB with 21 hitsin a 14-1
victory.

“Much of what you saw
today, we saw yesterday as
well,” Brontsema said.
“They have a team ERA of
something like 2.60, and
that gets it done. We didn’t
get it done today.”

The lone run for the
Gauchos came offofdie bat
of sophomore second base-
man Chad Peshke, who led
offthe firstforUCSB with a
solo shotto leftfield. Unfor-
tunately, Peshke’s homer
was the only spark for the
Santa Barbara offense.

Junior righty Gabe Ne-
boyia got the nod on the hill
for the Gauchos, but picked
up his third loss of the year.
Wave batters touched Ne-
boyia for seven runs on ele-
ven hits after the Bishop,
Calif., native worked four

Frial] and | have already
been getting sentimental,”
Corpus said. “It’s just been
random stuff too, like the
lastdrive to Fullerton or eat-
ing at the same Olive Gar-
den in Irvine."

Before this begins to get
too sappy, we mustn’t forget
that which endears Corpus
to everyone on the team —
her good natured sense of
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BASEBALLGENES: SeniorGene Lenzi, alongwith his Gaucho teammates, were sweptby
Pepperdine in two games this past weekend.

innings.

“They are by far the best
team we have played so far,”
Neboyia said. “l was strug-
gling a lot with my pitch
selection and they were just
good hitters.”

Pepperdine was led by

humor and her unbending
assertion that absolutely no-
thing is her fault.

About her 19 missed
shots in her fouryears: “l was
definitely fouled,” Corpus

claims. *1don't like to make
excuses, but | was fouled ev-

ery time. It’s the Corpus
Rules — the opposite of the
Jordan Rules. But I am a
Jordan-like threat”

third baseman G.J. Ray-
mundo, who was 4-6 from
the plate and drove in three
runs. Pitney was 3-6 with
one RBI, and catcher Dane
Sardinha went 2-6 from the
dish with two ribbies and
one home run.

On her penchant for be-
ing blamed for pranks and
clowning: Tm the buttofall
the jokes. | get teased so
much. Senior Nightwas like
a roast | get wrongly ac-
cused; there’s no justice. It’s
13 againstone on this team.”

With odds like that, it’s
no wonder tire crowd cheers
her... even when she screws
up.

They just plain kicked
ourasses,” said LaCour, who
leads the Gauchos in hitting
at .403. They out-pitched
us and they out-hit us. The
good thing is that they beat
us and we didn’t beat
ourselves.”

Melissa Corpus
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Ocean Meadows Golf Course
W eekday Golf Specials

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
Monday through Thursday

Tee off before 10:00 am

18 HOLES $15.00

VALID THROUGH MARCH 15,1999

TWI-LITE (Mon. through Fri.)

Starting at 2:00pm
Unlimited Golf

$15.00

SUPER TWI-LITE

(Mon. through Fri.)

Starting at

4:30 pm
Unlimited Golf
$ 10 OO FULLSERVICE
' RESTAURANT
Open For Breakfast and Lunch
7am-6pm

RENTAL CLUSS AVAILABLE « LESSONS BY APPOINTMENT
MEAD PRO. DAVID GRUTZIUS. PGA

Reservations: 805.968.6814 * 6925 Whittier Dr. Goleta
(Corner of Storke and W hittier near the UCSB Francisco Torres Dorm)

Goleta Chevron
Service

"Handling student automotive needs since 1981"

W\& offer:

c> One day service for most repairs
Rides back to campus or home
While-U-Wait services

goleta chevron

Chevron
Scheduled maintenance S i1 imios
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Complete Diagnostics
] ayro sepv bt cehtiul
Pre-purchase Inspections

Smog check, while-u-wait
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\Neaccept ATM cards
+cash back available*
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I any service with this ad!

[ ] Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per visit. Expires 3/31/99
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6470 Hollister @ Los Carneros Way
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Sports Nutrition*Supplements*Vitamins*Herbs*Clothing0 Training Gear

* EAS * SPORTPHARMA * MUSCLETECH * CHAMPION *
*TlimUAB * OPTIMUM * WORLDWIDE * AST*
* AMERICAN BOPy BUILDINO * NEXT NUTRITION * &MORE*

9 West Carrillo Street
- Santa Barbara, CA 93101

A 805.966.3555
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ADULT SUPERSTORE
Clean and Qassy -Just Minutes From UCSB

8000+ Videos * DVDs « CD-ROMs

Lubes ¢ Party Favors « Greeting Cards
(and of course, Toys, Toys, Toys)

State Street
MAX MUSCLE

Everything for Your
Favorite Indoor Sport

Check out our amazing selection of toys & gifts!

«+to UCSB Hwy 154

101 FREEWAY YOUR FIRST RENTAL
State St. Exit IS ALWAYS
Hollister Ave. State St.

to LAA
with Student I.D.
R Vi&sA
4135 State St.
967-8282 I V I

ADULT SUPERSTORE

4135 STATE (State & Hwy 154) 967-8282
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