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And the Winner Was tee
P a l  R e a r d o n  o p e n s  t h e  e n v e l o p e  

l o r  I h e  s u m m e r  m o v i e  a w a r d s

Most of you probably made it to die dne- 
plex this past summer to check out the latest 
blockbusters. But come spring, about 98 
percent of these films will be forgotten when 
Oscar time roars in. So we here at Artsweek 
have decided to hold our own award cere­
mony honoring the best (and worst) of this

summer’s crop o f films. And the winners of 
the 1997Artsies are ...

Best Movie: “Face/Qff." John Woo, John 
Travolta and Nicolas Cage teamed up to 
make an exciting, funny and emotionally in­
volving action filnf. Ifwe’re lucky, future ac­
tion films will soon follow suit.

Best Comedy Featuring Unknown Ac­
tors: “The Full Monty."

Best Performance in a Bad Movie: Jason 
Patric in “Speed 2,"

W orst Performance in  a Good Movie: 
Matthew McConnehy in “Contact.” Did he 
serve any purpose in this movie other than 
letting audiences know that Jodie Foster’s 
character wasn’t  a lesbian?

The “W hat W ere They Thinking?” 
Award: Danny Glover and Joe Pesd in 
“Gone Fishin’.” I  didn’t  think it was possible, 
but Hollywood has made a film less exciting 
than “Bass Masters.” This also supports my 
theory that Joe Pesci chooses his roles via the 
eenie-meenie-minie-moe method.

Biggest Surprise: Sylvester Stallone wad­
dling his fat ass back to respectability in 
“Copland.” Demi Moore was a close runner- 
up here with her fairly respectable perfor­
mance in “G.I. Jane.” H er one-armed push

ups (which featured both her muscles and 
her breasts) have temporarily pulled her ca­
reer out of the crapper.

Best Date Movie: “My Best Friend’s 
Wedding.”

W orst Date Movie: “Mimic.” There’s 
nothing like holding on to the hand of your 

significant other while a giant cockroach de­
vours a couple of nosey kids.

Best Career Move: Wilford Brimley and 
Mickey Rooney’s choice not to play the roles 
of Batman and Robin in the ironically titled 
“Batman and Robin.” True, Brimley could 
have brought some stability to the role of 
Batman, and Rooney could have given Ro­
bin some of the energy Chris O’ Donnell 
lacked, but this mess of a script was not 
worthy of their talents.

The “Just D ie Already” Award: “Free 
Willy 3.” W ily  the Whale narrowly beat out 
Shaquille O’Neal’s “Steel” for this honor.

The Lifetime Achievement Award: Jeff 
Goldblum. As he has done time and time 
again, Goldblum has taken on impossible 
projects. In  1993, his witty antics and 
6-foot-5-inch frame took a little art-house 
flick about mechanical lizards (“Jurassic 
Park”), and turned it into the biggest gross­
ing film of all time. In  1996, he transformed 
a racy film about colonization into his own. 
This past summer, Jeff took another imper­

sonal film about mechanical lizards (“The 
Lost World”), and through his very human 
portrayal o f Dr. Ian Malcolm, was able to 
touch the hearts and gain the sympathy of 
anyone who has ever been chased by a dino­
saur. That once impersonal film is now one

of the highest grossing films o f all time. To 
Jeff Goldblum, we here at Artsweek salute 
you.
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On the Record
Bet yea didn't buy all these yet ...

T he Charlatans UK /  T il­
lin ’Stories /  M CA 
T he Seahorses /  Do I t  
Yourself! Geffen

Back in the good old days 
of the English-based Man­
chester baggy scene (Wait, 
did I  just say good?) a la 
Stone Roses, Happy M on­
days and The Charlatans 
UK, success was reserved for 
not only shuffling guitars, 
keyboards and understated 
vocals, but for those who 
donned the mandatory flares 
and fisherman caps. Eight 
years down the road, the 
premiere heads of the move­
ment are now only recogniz-

able by their mop-topped 
Beatle cuts and indistin­
guishable English (?) vocals.

John Squire, original gui­
tarist o f the Roses, re­
grouped and can now be 
found playing for the abom­
inably average Seahorses.

Tim Burgess, on the other 
hand, is still fronting The 
Charlatans UK, whose orig­
inal lineup is almost entirely 
intact Together, the ma­
tured outfit’s Tillin’ Stories is 
a fresh collection of pop 
songs that went largely over- 
lo o k ed  th is  su m m er. 
Burgess’ frank and genuine 
portrayals on the LP are set 
to a m odernized pop- 
version of the scene that at­
tracted a country’s attention

almost a generation ago.
John Squire’s Seahorses 

may have had a bigger hype 
behind them, but the Char­
latans have a more solid fu­
ture in front of them.

—  the U.S. Jolie 1. Lash
Fountains o f  W ayne /  
F ountains o f W ayne !  
Scratchie
T h e  W annadies /  The 
Wannadies /  Indolent

On one side you have the 
relatively short what is pre­
sumed to be American lo-fi 
offering from midwester- 
ners Fountains o f Wayne, 
and on the other you have 
the equally short Swedish 
version of lo-fi courtesy of 
The Wannadies.

While one record laments 
about life and particularly 
love, the other laments ab­
out love and particularly life. 
While one uses jangly gui­
tars, a bare-boned, grainy 
vocal followed by a bursting, 
poppy, harm ony-driven 
chorus, so does the other.

By now you are probably 
wondering which one is 
which so Til let you in on a 
little secret; the funny car- 
toonish accent belongs to 
Wannadies singer Par, and 
the funny m idw estern  
grainy vocal whine thing be­
longs to the g u p  from 
Fountains of Wayne.

—  Lash-fi

Spiritualized /  Ladies and 
gentlemen we are floating in 
space /  Dedicated

Good packaging can sell 
just about any product. W ith 
this in mind, go to any de­
cent record shop and pick up 
Spiritualized’s- latest. A

casual glance will let you 
know that this cd is some­
thing special.

Pressed as a decoy for a 
prescription medicine, com­
plete with a cd that looks as 

. ifitpops out of its tinfoil en­
casing, this drugged out LP 
in the v an  of Primal Scream 
is one hot property.

An aural experience for 
the brain, J  Spaceman and 
Co. lead us on a true magical 
mystery tour. A perfect 
melding of rock/pop and 
technological wonderment, 
with soothing vocals, Ladies 
and gentlemen... contributes 
to a memory as well as time 
lapse, leaving one wonder­
ing whether or not the 
70-minute tablet is even 
legal.
— the spirit o f  Jolie Lash

Company Flow /  F un- 
crusher Plus /  Official/ 
Rawkus

There’s wack hip-hop in 
every season, and summer 
1997 was no exception. (We 
can’t  believe some of y’all ac­
tually like Master P  records!)

Thankfully there were a 
few crews that shined, br­
inging unadultered creativ­
ity and mic skills to a genre 
that has been compromised 
time and again by marginally 
talented commerce-soaked 
1 9 8 0 s-p o p -h it-sam p lin ’

See RECO RD , p.6A
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TR 11-12:15 p.m., Lotte Lehmann Concert Hall, D. Paige 

• WORLD MUSIC - Music 17 
MWF 10-10:50 a.m., Mus. 1145, S. Marcus

• MUSIC & POPULAR CULTURE - Music 114 
MWF 11-11:50 p.m., Lotte Lehmann Concert Hall, D. Stillman

• SYMPHONIC MUSIC - Music 115 
TR 9:30-10:45 a.m., Mus. 1145, G. Rutkowski

• CAPPELLA CORDINA - Music 48/148/248 
TR 4-5:50 p.m., K. Geirlnger Hall, A. Planchart

• CHAMBER CHOIR - Music 36A/136A/236A
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TR 4-5:50 p.m., Music 1231, E. Dorsey 
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9-11:50 a.m., K. Geirlnger Hall, S. Marcus 
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TR 5:15-6:45 p.m., Mus. 2218, M. Gervais
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MW 7-9:30 p.m., LLCH, H. Ohyama

• UNIVERSITY WIND ENSEMBLE Music 34/134/234 
T 6-6:50 p.m., R 6-7:30 p.m., K. Geiringer Hall, P. Bambach
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Jode Lash wakes 

up with 

Graham Coxon

It's 12 o’clock on a dismal and rainy afternoon in Cleve­
land, Ohio, and blur’s guitarist, Graham Coxon, is just get­
ting up. The spectacled member of the British four-piece is 
sounding groggy and feeling “a bit fuzzy” as he comes down 
from a sugar hangover, induced by last night’s nonalcoholic 
daiquiri drinking fest. After the previous evening’s weather 
forced the band to end their 
show mid-set, Graham, who 
signed off alcohol during the 
recording of the band’s latest 
effort (simply titled blur), 
and the rest o f the blur party 
returned to their hotel and 
made light of an altogether 
awkward night with some 
fruity beverages.

In  fact, if  you ask Gra­
ham, the whole N orth 
American tour thus far has 
been rather awkward. Music 
Television’s championing of 
their “Song 2”—  a raucous, 
loudm outhed departure 
from their trademark Brit­
ish, lively, almost perky-pop 
— and the resulting public 
profile increase has not re­
ally been welcomed by the 
band with open arms. You 
would have thought that the 
whole M TV Buzz Clip­
generated success would
have brought a sense of fulfillment to a ^
for American acceptance for seven years while bands like 
elastica, EM F, Kula Shaker, Jesus Jones, Bush and a loud­
mouthed bunch of rock ‘n’ roll hooligans from Manchester 
found success in North America with relative ease.

I f  five years ago a certain Inspiral Carpets roadie hadn’t 
decided to take over his brother’s ordinary little rock outfit, 
The Rain, we probably wouldn’t  be talking to blur today. In 
fact, despite last year’s explosive rise of the Gallagher 
brothers, the momentum that blur was careening on in late 
’94 was going only one place —  up. And it seemed possible 
that blur was going to do the impossible and “break* into the 
American market.

Summer 1994: As a post-Cobain era saw America placing 
its dollars on San_Francisco’s Green Day and looking to the 
past via the corporate-hyped Woodstock, the very British

blur were spearheading the “britpop” movement in the UK 
with their third release —  the cocky, if  satirical portrayal of 
London life, Parklife. The work’s cartoonish, spirited nature 
included a silly little number about the paranoia concerning 
“sex in the ’90s.” The accompanying video turned heads as an 
M TV Buzz Clip, if  for just a mom ent Filmed in a quirky, 
Euro-trash-sort of way, “Girls and Boys” focused on the 
boyishly handsome, pouty singer, Damon Albam, a suave, if  
not snooty English bassist, Alex James, the bounty ginger- 
coiffed drummer Dave Rowntree and the odd one out, our 
man of the moment, Graham Coxon.

In  these pre-Spice days, the band members’ personalities 
and their overriding Englishness were ever-present. They 
were something new, a tasty niblet for an generation of 
Americans that was being given a letter instead of a name. 
While die “X-ers” took some joy in pogoing to the cute-boy 
English pop, blur’s real impact largely eluded American 
audiences.

Instead, die Essex (a suburb north o f London) lads blew 
up meteorically on their home turf. The proof of this came at 
the 1995 Brit Awards (die UK version of the Gramm/s), as 
blur took home awards for Best Group, Best Album (for 
Parklife), and Best Single and Video for their song of the 
same name. The track that featured a grown-up Phil Da­
niels, star of The W ho’s mod vs. rockers rock-opera “Quad- 
rophenia,” was culturally specific enough (and alienating 
enough in the U.S.) to capture the complete attention of Bri­
tannia. Starting with a call o f “Oi!,” the song chronicled the 
ridiculous idiosyncrasies of London life that a non-UK resi­
dent would notice only after repeated viewings of “Easten- 
ders” on PBS.

Even with an outpouring of critical European acclaim, 
lack of serious stateside attention did litde to help the com­
mercially frustrated band’s anti-American sentiments.

America had always been portrayed by the British press as 
that one true measure of success, and poor sales figures in the 
home of the Big Mac hurt die band.

To make matters even more frustrating, when the band 
did get attention in late ’95, it came as a result of a media- 
driven “batde” with Northern “rivals” Oasis. After releasing 
singles on the same day and L Fs only a week apart (blur’s 
The Great Escape vs. Oasis’ slow to boil What's The Story 
Morning Glory), the first real U.S. media coverage hinged on 
comparisons o f the complex caricature-laden blur record 
with Oasis’ loud-guitared, formula rrrock.

As “Wonderwall” helped Oasis’ to declare victory in the 
“war’’ with bluris misunderstood masterpiece, the band took 
some extra time to regroup by shuffling off to Iceland to 
write and record material for blur.

The most immediate thing that strikes you when you hear 
the first few guitar strums o f the britpop quartet’s new record 
is how little it sounds like britpop. And as you go further you

find a lack of overproduction 
and a purer, generally raw­
sounding record.

A departure from the 
cockney satires of Parklife, 
the biting caricatures on The 
Great Escape, and the gen­
eral britpop charming melo­
dies, blur is louder, noiser, 
and works to give off an al­
together unsettling kind of 
feel.

It has been said that blur is 
the Graham Record. The 
self-professed American lo- 
fi music lover translated in­
fluences like Pavement and 
Sonic Youth onto blur’s big­
gest commercial record, 
here, today. Yet, the result­
ing audience shift: from 
adidas-clad American youth 
in skinny tees and mod gear 
to “massive seething crazies” 
who like to “run around in 

” crash into each 
other and shout “Chelsea, Chelsea at Damon for some odd 
reason” has been a bit unsettling for Graham.

Graham Coxon: It’s not something Pm completely 
pleased about.... W e once had a lovely bright audience and 
now a lot o f our audience are people who just do what the 
telly tells them to do.
They’re coming to see a band - that band who does “Song 2.”

A rtsw eek Actually it seems “Song 2 ” was a big old piss take 
(stab at) American indie-rock, bow it has ju s t become, like a 

formula. Was that the case f
Um a piss take... well it isn’t  what we would call one of our 

more serious songs. I  suppose— especially now— if  s turned 
into exactly what you described it as bring.

W hen we wrote i t l  remember... it was kind of like an ex­
periment. I t  wasn’t  really easy to make that song sound like
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that. I mean there’s two drummers. There’s me and Dave 
playing drums on it. W e wanted it to be really shitty sound­
ing in the verses and th en ... noisy and [as] hideous as possi­
ble in the choruses, and that was the exercise and I  suppose if 
that’s kind of using an indie-rock land of formula, a carica­
ture of that, then I guess we did. But I  don’t  know whether 
our sense of humor is very odd when we’re in the studio, sort 
of very strange, you know, there’s no windows in the studio 
and what you find funny in the studio is sometimes rather sad 
and bizarre and sinister outside die studio, so it’s very diffi­
cult to understand where our minds are going.

I t  seems like a weird place w ith  you and your band mates 
baled up in a tiny little place not being able to come and go as 
freely as you would want.

What, in the studio?
Yeab.
No, you can, you can. But you don’t  choose to go. I mean 

you want to be there. I  mean I love being in the studio; I  hate 
it as well, but that’s the way it is, isn’t  it?

With this record— everyone’s calling it tbe Graham record 
because you like more American lo-fi type bands...

Graham: Involved

Yeah I do. I  do. Yeah, um, 
but what"s the alternative tc 
that? There isn’t. There’s 
isn’t  any alternative. I mean 
what else is there to like 
apart from stuff like ...

D ana music f
There’s dance music, El­

ton John or fucking what­
ever, Cast and Bush and 
jingly-jangly kind of god- 
knows-what those bands 
are; I  can’t  even describe 
them, I  don’t  even think ab-j
out them, so the thing with it being a Graham record and be- 
ing similar to what I  listen to is —  I suppose it is, but that 
seems so natural to me. It’s like we do LPs and whoever has 
the strongest ideas during the recording of those LPs,... their 
personality’s more prominent... that’s just what happened. I 
[was] involved in mixing, quite a lot.

So bow did you get such a major role on this record ?
I  just had lots of ideas... and that’s it really. I  had lots of 

ideas, and lots of enthusiasm, certainly. And I  wasn’t  afraid 
to really tight against Steven Street, our producer, when he 
didn’t  want maybe this guitar to be so horribly sounding so 
horrible. I’d insist that it should. Fd insist that it be promi­
nent and I’d insist that the drums weren’t  covered in filthy ef­
fects and that they’d sound like drums and not some old Gary 
Numan record. I  don’t  know.

Do you think that you were able to tell him  those things be­
cause be bad worked w ith your band fo r  so longf

Well, it may be half o f that. But, I  just gained a lot more 
confidence at that point anyway.

D id something happen or were youjustalot more confident 
in your music?
- I think stopping drinking helped and certainly at that 

point we were about a quarter into the LP when I  stopped 
drinking— so obviouslyyou have a lot of time to thinkwhen 
you do that and you get a lot of confidence so I would never 
have been able to have written a song and recorded it in one 
afternoon and had it on the record before then.

Next week, as a preview to their Oct. 4 appearance at the 
Santa Barbara Bowl, Artsweek brings you the second part of 
our talk with the intriguing, in a Thom (Radiohead) Yorke 
sort of way, former Champagne Charlie. Read as Graham 
talks about bang  labeled as the posterboys of britpop, the 
pressures of cracking America, his trademark spectacles and 
what it’s like to be an alterna-hunk. You don’t  want to miss it.

"It's a jungle out there. 
You've go t to look out 

for number one... 
but don't step in 

number tw o ."
—Rodney Dangerfield 
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rappers. One of the foremost 
labels that provided fans 
with music of substance this 
past hot-season was New 
York’s Rawkus Records, 
which dropped a revamped, 
expanded version of Com­
pany Flow’s independently 
released Funcrusber EP from 
’96.

The recent Funcrusber 
Plus is a collection of all the 
songs from the EP, com­
bined with some previously 
released singles and a few 
never-before-heard gems. 
The slogan “Independent as 
Fuck” acts as a caption to the

group photo inside the disc, 
to warn fans of major label 
nonsense what they are in 
for.

On “The Fire in Which 
You Bum,” Co-Flow is 
joined by J-Treds and The 
Brewin over a sparse, off­
beat drum track and a flow­
ing sitar in an indictment of 
hip-hop artists who play by 
industry rules. I t  epitomizes 
the DIY attitude of the crew, 
who know damn well that 
they’re never gonna get 
signed to a major label trying 
to pull some shit like calling 
out their lesser-thans over

some obscure-ass sitar 
music. That’s ldnda why we 
like it so much.
—  KCSB Brain Surgeons

Jamie B lake/ Jamie Blake /  
A& M
The Geraldine Fibbers /  
Butch /  Virgin

.. Jamie Blake is a pleasant 
young woman. Adorned in 
vintage garb on the cover of 
her self-titled album, while a 
boisterous sky hovers above, 
Jamie pierces your libido 
with her “girly” look. But be­
ware, for Jamie sings of dis-
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Do the right thing.

Cut out these 

MasterCard Exclusives*1 

coupons and present 

them along with your 

MasterCard* card and 

you'll cut costs on all 

kinds of good stuff. Which 

feels a lot better than a 

sharp stick in the eye.
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FOR COLLEGE
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.. SAVE 20%
O N  A N Y  PURCHASE OP $70 OR MOREUse your MasterCard* card and save 20% on your purchase of $70 or more. For the store nearest you, call 1-8 00-853*2920.
RING #6209
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Payless SheeSeurce

$2 OFF
Choose from hundreds of fashionable «vies and save $2 on 
any regular price item 19.99 or more when you use your 
MasterCard* card. For the store nearest you, please call 
1-800-444-SHOE (7463)

COUPON #569
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! OR A  PUTTER
I

I W ITH  PURCHASE O P  $40 O R  M O R E
i
i Use your MasterCard* card to make a purchase of i $40 or more at participating Golf USA locationsand receive your choice of a FREE cap from any 
I  of the top names in golf, such as Nike? Titleist? Taylor Made" and more, or get a FREE putter (up to a $20 value), i 
I
I  Offer and coupon valid 8/15/97 to 12/31/97. Purchase must 
I  be made with a MasterCard* card. Offer available only at partic-
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B E Y O N D *

SAVE $6
O N  A  PUR CHASE O F  S20 OR  M O R E

Get just the look you need when you shop at Bed Bath & Beyond? Use your MasterCard* card and save $6 on your purchase of $20 or more. For locations nearest you, call 
1-800-GO-BEYOND"

Offer and coupon valid 8/15/97 to 12/31/97. Purchase must be 
made with a MasterCard" card. Coupon must be presented at time 
of purchase. Only one to a customer. Not valid with any other offer. 
Not valid for purchase of gift certificates. Catphalon? All-Clad. 
J.A. Henckels or Krups* products. Offer void where prohibited.
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ONE FREE PERSONAL 
PAN PIZZA9

WITH A  PURCHASE OF ANY MEDIUM 
OR LARGE PIZZAUse your MasterCard* card for dine in, carry out or delivery at Pizza Hut* and receive a FREE Personal Pan Pizza when you purchase any medium or large pizza at regular menu price.

Offer and coupon valid 8/15/97 to 12/31/97. Purchase must be 
made with a MasterCard* card, where credit cards are accepted. 
Offer available only at participating Pizza H ut* locations. 
Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. Lim it one 
coupon per party per visit or order. Offer may not be combined 
with any other discount or offer. Limited delivery area. Delivery 
charges may apply. 1/20 cent cash redemption value. 
©1997 Pizza Hut. Inc.
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20% OFF
A N Y  CD, CASSETTE OR VIDEO

Save on the hottest music and movies every day -  you’ll And 
thousands of CDs, movies and cassettes. Use your MasterCard* 
card at participating locations to save 20% on any CD or cassette 
regularly priced at $7.99 or more, or on any video reguiarty priced 
»89.99 or more.
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Buy the game and save. Use your MasterCard* card 
and save $10 on EA SPORTS’ NCAA Football 98 
video/computer game (regular price $49.99).Call Electronic Arts Direct at 1-800-245-4525 to order your copy today.
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appointment, complaining 
in more ways than your 
mom did the first time you 
came home on crack. OK, 
well my mom got pissed.

Now Carla, o f the articu­
late, yet noisy Geraldine 
Fibbers, probably wouldn’t  
put up witb Jamie’s preten­
tious musical-martyr act. 
Carla uses her estrogen­
laden wiles to overcome the 
evil vaginal force that is Ja­
mie Blake. W e could look at 
it in a stereotypical fiat-boy 
way, and assume Carla 
would ltick her bloody ass 
with the Fibber’s white- 
trash sonic blast-o-rama. 
Or, we could stop now and 
avoid offending anyone else. 
—Tony “Animal Pom : a 
B lessing in  D isguise?”

Oasis /  Be Here Now  /  Epic 
Teenage Fandub /  Songs 
From Northern Britain  /  
Epic

No matter how you add it 
up, A plus A still equals A. 
And so with this summer's 
long-awaited return of label 
mates the Mancunian ’sis 
and Glaswegian Fannies, we 
see a reliance on past trans­
gressions to fill the space 
normally reserved for crea­
tivity these two acts once 
emulated. Perhaps it’s Oasis 
settling into their roles as 
mega-superstars and TFC 
content on being Scottish 
pop-bunnies that have pro­
duced these thoroughly dis­
appoin ting  d ittie s . O r 
maybe northern UK rock 
has always been this bland. 
Either way, stale crackers are 
no substitute for a slice of 
seven-grain bread.

—  the Lash
mm

Lionrock /  A n Instinct f i r  
Detection! Tim e Bomb 
Prodigy /  The Fat o f the 
Land! Maverick 

As “electrónica” became 
the music journalists’ key 
word of the summer, those 
in the know journalistic pro­
fessionals (whose average 
age is like what, SO?) used 
the category to seem cool by

New York $238. 

M ia m i $ 2 3 6  
' London $ 5 3 9  

 ̂P a r i s  $ 4 4 d t
Fnom  in— » m m m  mum i*t Smn s A

1 Travel
OEE: Cornei M lalrrnalioaal 
Educatioaal Exchange

’ 903 Embarcadero Del Norte 
Isla Vista
(805) 562-8080

Mighty
Midgets

Nexus Classifieds Work.

lumping in every name in 
the animal kingdom: from 
the Chemical Brothers to 
Aphex Twin to Tricky and 
the Orb.

In  their grasping at the 
straws of youth it seemed 
they failed to notice that 
Prodigy, via an outstanding, 
if  not testosterone-driven 
record, managed to parlay 
themselves a place on the 
altemative/rock charts while 
Aphex Twin and the like re­
mained in obscurity.

Despite these happen­
ings, without the recogni­
tion of this important piece 
of information by the LA  
Times, Tower Records had 
no choice other than to 
group challenging electronic 
(no a!!!) records like Lion- 
rock and Death in Vegas 
with the capitalize» on 
teenage male aggression.

Until your voice is heard, 
the ingenious and creative 
rhythms and technological 
intricacies of An Instinct f i r  
Detection will be forever 
overshadowed by The Fat o f 
the Land.

—  Tiger
John Frusdante /  Smile 
From the Streets You H old !  
Birdman
jars o f clay /  Much A fraid  /  
Essential

Summer had its share of 
annoying new music. Yeah, 
the title of Frusciante’s latest 
album doesn’t  make any 
damn sense, but wait till you 
listen to John sing. You’ll 
tingle with glee as the noise 
is shoveled off this disc and 
into your already confused 
brain like a mound o f diar­
rhea. You’ll scream in terror 
as John meanders a whim­
pering voice through such 
timeless crack-head classics 
as “Life’s a Bath.”

W hat sounds like Carol 
Channing giving birth to a 
fetus that has remained dor­
mant in her womb for 
40-odd years is really just 
John trying to sing. He plays 
guitar too. And since he was 
a member of the Chili Pep­
pers many moons ago, there 
is a slight similarity, minus 
any funk, groove or talent. 
Frusdante is original in a 
trippy, annoying way, but 
what kind of stupid asshole

writes a song titled “Nigger 
Song,” even if he is trying to 
malm a point? Jesus!

And speaking of Jesus, 
jars of day put out a new re­
cord. Powered by their hate 
for the devil and their love of 
pop, the jars sound like all 
the other alternative pop 
bands, but instead o f singing 
about drugs like Third Eye 
Blind or about estrus like 
Frusdante, jars o f clay sing 
about prayer and faith. I’ll 
bet they still go to hell for 
being shitty musidans.

— Tony Bogdanovski

Radiohead /  O K Computer 
/  Capitol

WELCOME BACK from
é«i ftTCBV

The Country^ B est iògurt®
“ T C B Y "

I 99« C9NE
I per person • expires 10/10/97 (R eg  $1 6 5 )

I 2 L O C A TIO N S  T O  SERVE Y O U :
^  K-M art Center A  5 Points Shopping Center 

6 8 3 1 H o lliste r 3971 State Street
Goleta • 685-2112 Santa Barbara • 683-4252

I  usually try and keep per­
sonal memoirs out of record 
reviews, but this is a summer 
wrap-up and I’ve got a little 
story to tell you.

On one June 1 4 ,1 man­
aged to catch Radiohead as 
they played a small, intimate 
venue as a warm-up for their 
big summer tour. In  all seri­
ousness, and embarrassingly 
enough, after being swept up 
and moved to tears by Thom 
Yorke and Co.’s thoroughly 
emotional outpouring of 
material from OK Computer 
and The Bends, I  ran into a 
friend Rob, who had to leave 
right after the show due to 
early morning engagements.

As I  wished him a fond 
farewell an orange-tinted 
wrist strap was placed in my 
hand. This tiny plastic band, 
my key to the other side of 
the “Backstage area, KEEP 
OUT" led me into die territ­
ory of a group of musicians 
whose dedication and pas­
sion to their art has been 
inspiring.

Despite grandiose plans 
to elaborate to the elfish, 
musical wonder I  walked up 
to Thom stuck out my hand, 
and as he shook it, my words 
were lost and all I  could 
muster was a simple, yet 
complete “Thank You.”

— Jolie

Get $50 cash back when you purchase select 56K* desktop modems with x2 " 
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F A LL
Chasing Amy
Thursday, September 25 
7 & 9:30 p.m. /  Campbell Hall
A new gender-relations comedy from 
the maker of Clerks.
(Kevin Smith, 1997,105 minutes)

UCSB ARTS S r LECTURES

SAVE
T H I SPAGE!

Ulee’s Gold
Thursday, October 2
Peter Fonda stars as a quiet beekeeping widower 
and Vietnam vet whose routines and self- 
sufficiency are disrupted when his imprisoned 
son asks a big favor.
(Victor Nunez, 1997,113 minutes)

Hamsun
Thursday, October 30 

Max Von Sydow stars as the complex Nobel 
Prize-winning Norwegian author Knut Hamsun 

in his troubled years following WW11. 
(Jan Troell, 1996, 160 minutes)

The Pillow Book
Monday, October 6
In Peter Greenaway’s visually sumptuous film 
about eroticism and writing, a beautiful Japanese 
woman seeks to evoke and avenge her 
calligrapher father. (1996,126 minutes)

Fire
Monday, November 3 

Tom between allegiance to tradition and the 
desire for personal fulfillment, two women in a 

middle-class Indian household develop a 
profound and stirring relationship. 

(Deepa Mehta, 1997, 104 minutes)

The Designated 
Mourner
Thursday, October 9 
Arresting performances by Miranda Richardson, 
Mike Nichols and David de Keyser. Screenplay by 
Wallace Shawn. (David Hare, 1997, 95 minutes)

Bab El-Oued City
Thursday, November 6 

Thé impact of militant Islamic fundamentalism 
on the lives of ordinary men and women is 

depicted in this revealing Algerian film. 
(Merzak Allouache, 1994, 93 minutes)

Irma Vep
Monday, October 13 .
Hong Kong superstar Maggie Cheung animates 
this hilarious self-deprecating look at French 
cinema, where behind-the-scenes melodrama 
upstages the movie-making. With Jean-Pierre 
Leaud. (Olivier Assayas, 1996, 96 minutes)

Ernesto Che Guevara: 
The Bolivian Diary

Monday, November 10 
This Swiss documentary chronicles the last year 

of Marxist martyr Che Guevara’s life, when he 
struggled to spark a Communist revolution in 

Bolivia. (Richard Dindo, 1994, 95 minutes)

Gabbeh
Monday, October 20 
From Iran, a tale of youthful longing set against 
the rich colors of nomadic life—flower-dyed 
wool, grassy expanses and immaculate snow 
create a visual feast. (Mohsen Makmalbaf, 1996, 
75 minutes)

Midaq Alley
Thursday, November 13 

A melodrama of carnal loves—unrequited, 
unexpected and fulfilled—this Mexican adaptation 

of Nobel laureate Naguib Mahfouz’s novel stars 
Salma Hayek. (Jorge Fons, 1995,140 minutes)

La Promesse
Thursday, October 23 
This stunning, energetic film from Belgium 
focuses on a teenage boy’s pangs of conscience 
about his father’s exploitation of foreign workers. 
(Luc & Jean-Pierre Dardenne, 1993, 93 minutes)

A Mongolian Tale
Monday, November 17 

In this simple and profound story set in the 
serene Mongolian steppes, a man and woman 
raised by the same adoptive' grandmother are 

separated by the influence of modem life.
(Xie Fei, 1995, 104 minutes)

G a m e r a :  Guardian of the Universe
& Memories /  7 & 9 p.m. respectively 

Friday, October 24
SPECIAL DOUBLE FEATURE MONSTER MASH 
(Gamera: Shusuke Kaneko, 1995, 96 minutes)
(Memories: Koji Morimoto. Tensai Okamura &
Katsuhiro Otomo, 1995,113 minutes)

Contempt
Thursday, November 20 

Newly restored, Jean-Luc Godard’s 1963 
CinemaScope classic tracks the dissolution of a 

marriage amid movie-making’s moral 
bankruptcy. Stars Brigitte Bardot, Jack Palance, 

Michel Piccoli and Fritz Lang. (103 minutes)

W hen the Cat’s Away
Monday, October 27 
In this deft French comedy, a bored office 
assistant’s cat disappears and she searches for it 
in the hidden comers of Paris’ Bastille district 
(Cedric Klapisch, 1997, 95 minutes)

Capitaine Conan
Monday, November 24 

Winner of French Oscars for best actor and 
director, this film explores the ravages of war.

A gripping meditation on military 
conflict and its consequences. 

(Bertrand Tavernier, 1996, 129 minutes)

NOTE NEW LOCATION!
All film s are at 7 p.m . in  UCSB Isla Vista Theater, 960  Embarcadero del Norte (except Chasing Amy)

Students: $5. Tickets available at the door only beginning at 6 p.m. except for the double feature of Gamera: Guardian of the Universe 
with Memories, and Fire for which tickets may also be purchased in advance at the A&L Ticket Office. For more information: 893-3535 v/tty.


