
UCSB students Stacy West, Sheldon Peregrino and 
Amy Runjavac are ensemble performers in the Santa 
Baibara Civic Light Opera’s current production of 
Singin’ in the Rain. Artsweek recently spoke with these 
hard-working students about their work onstage.

Hozo’d you guys get involved with the Civic Light 
Opera?

Stacy: Freshman year, I wasn’t doing much besides 
taking classes, and I was pretty bored, so I took a class at 
the Dance Warehouse in Santa Barbara. Someone came 
in one day who told us about a tap production they were 
putting on. I had done theater in high school, so 1 figured 
I’d see what it was all about.

complicated because there are more things involved. It’s 
bigger; there’s more people coming to see it. It’s a big 
challenge, especially with school as an added pressure.

Amy: I’m really tired. I work at the bookstore too, and 
so I just do my homework during intermissions, sleep 
when the show is over. It’s hard.

Stacy: For merit’s turned out to be a great part-time 
job. They pay you and it’s something I love to do, so I’m- 
happy. Plus, we’re able to work with great people, fam-: 
ous people, people who work on Broadway. Like the 
wife of the star of Singin’ in the Rain, her name is Jodi 
Benson, and she’s the voice of the Little Mermaid.

Does the work interfere with having a social life?

Amy: I did my first show there when I was 14, and ever 
since college, I’ve been a lot more into it. I’m not really

Stacy: I think a lot of people don’t know what to do so 
they go party. A lot of people just really party out of bore-

involved in anything at school, and I decided I wanted to 
get into something fun outside of UCSB.

Sheldon: I did musicals in high school and I started 
dancing in my first year at UCSB. I progressively became 
more involved until I got to this.

A re you able to keep your sanity when you’re both in 
a production and going to school?

Sheldon: It’s a big time commitment, without a doubt. 
I was in UCSB’s production of Chicago, and this is more
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dom, and I’ve found that I don’t have to go through with 
all that uncomfortableness of partying and that I can get 
an intellectual high, so to speak, from performing.

Do you plan to continue performing after you leave 
UCSB?

Amy: I think I want to do this throughout my life, but 
not as my profession. If  s too hard. But it is a good way to 
relieve stress, and I want to stay into it.

Stacy: I’m going to LA after I graduate. I want theater 
to always be a part of my life, but I know that I’m gonna 
need a real job too.

There are few films harder to dislike than the Gene 
Kelly classic Singin’ in the Rain. Unlike today’s block
buster hits, Singin’ doesn’t have a single explosion, 
spaceship or alien, but what it lacks in gross monsters 
and even grosser special effects, it makes up for in a hilar
ious and brilliant plot about a silent film actor struggling 
with Hollywood's transition to talking pictures in the 
’20s.

It wasn’t until last week that I learned there was a stage 
adaptation of the 1952 musical film, but it only seems na
tural that there is—the movie is filled with dancing, sing
ing, laughs and suspense, the perfect ingredients for a 
successful musical theater performance. In capturing 
these essences while offering the audience a fresh look at

a classic stoiy, the Santa Barbara Civic Light Opera’s re
cently opened presentation of Singin’ in the Rain does 
not disappoint.

Performed in the mammoth Granada Theater in 
downtown Santa Barbara (well, mammoth for down
town Santa Barbara, at least), the production stars Ray 
Benson as Don Lockwood, the happy-go-lucky star of 
silent screen who, alongside his childhood friend Cosmo 
Brown (played by William Akey), has built a career rising 
up from the tum-of-the-century vaudeville scene to be
come a top player in 1927 Hollywood.

Lockwood and his acting partner Lina Lamont 
(played by Kelli Gannon of Carnival, Princess and Nor
wegian Cruise Lines fame) are the most famous team in 
Tinseltown. But technological progress threatens their 
happiness— with the success of The Jazz Singer, the in
novation of talking pictures catches on in a big way, and 
Lamonf s annoying, squeaky voice counters the beauti
ful face that made the duo dynamite.

Benson and Akey are terrific in their roles as the two 
friends, and they should be — they’ve been playing their 
respective parts for years, though this is the first time 
they’ve acted together. The duo complement each other 
with good timing, although during the performance I at
tended, a considerable number of their jokes fell flat with 
an audience comprised mostly of retired people who 
overdressed for the Saturday matinee.

Anyway, the Civic Light Opera production is a specta
cular frenzy of funny dialogue and fancy footwork, with 
colorful costumes and sets and some of die best tap sequ
ences I’ve seen in a long time. I was entertained through
out the entire performance, and didn’t even check my 
watch during intermission. Singin’ in the Rain is defi
nitely worth seeing, even if only for the simulated rain 
during the famous lamppost scene. Yes, torrents of water 
spray onstage, not unlike a Sea World water show. Bring 
your umbrella I

—Nick Robertson
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Starting September 30 till October 10 KJEE will 5 
have an entiy box at K-MART located at 6865  

Hollister Avenue in Goleta.
Enter to  win a trip  to  Austin Jexas to  see Superdeluxe, Dishwalla, 
Prim itive Radio G o dsjhe  Nixons, Joan Osborne, Dog’s Eye View, 

Geggy Tab, and Jawbox a t the Moon Tower outside Austin, Texas on
October 19.

KJEE w ill have a drawing Friday October 11 to  determ ine the winner. 
So enter now a t K-M art in Goleta to  win the 

“Welcome Back to  School Flyaway” .

Brought to  you by Barq’s -T h e  One w ith Bite and Santa Barbara’s 
Modem  Rock -  9 2 .9  KJEE. m

& Sundays from 8:00pn>-10.'00pm

his m a s t e r 's  v o i c e
J a s o n  S a t  t i e r  ■ P l a s t i c . ,  d iio  Eancl

My uncle, a man named Joe, 
taught me what an avatar is. “An 
avatar is,” he said, “an incarna

tion of God. God living on the Earth as a 
real person.

“A lot of people believe that Jesus was 
an avatar. Same with Buddha and 
Krishna and Ram. And a lot of people 
think that that lady—  what’s her name? 
She draws that Cathy cartoon.... Dam, 
what’s her name?”

“Isn’t her name Cathy, Cathy Guise- 
wite or something?” I said.

“Yeah, her. A lot of people think she’s

multitude of different an
swers I could give you, be
cause a burning bush can 
be a lot of different things. 
But I suppose you just 
want the straightforward 
answer. Correct, Shorts?” 

“Sure, Uncle Joe.”
“OK, then sure, Shorts. 

That Burning Bush was an 
avatar. And if you don’t 
believe me, you should go 
ask good ol’ Moses.” 

“Uncle Joe, Moses is 
dead and nobody knows where he’s been 
buried. Only God, or one of them avatars, 
knows.”

“Shorts, you been listening to that 
Bible-leamin’ class?”

“Aren’t  I supposed to?"
He finished off his lemonade and got 

the last bit off his lips. “Shorts, let’s walk. 
Let’s go on a long walk.”

We started walking and I asked, “Uncle 
Joe, why do you call me Shorts when my 
name is Jason?”

“I call you Shorts to remind myself that 
if I were to borrow your pants, they would

an avatar.” Joe then took a long drag from 
his com pipe and exhaled into the sun. 
Lifting his other, non-pipe-holding hand, 
he revealed a bright yellow glass of lemo
nade in a crystal-clear glass. He lifted the 
glass into the sun and tilted it down, and 
got his mouth underneath the stream of 
lemonade just in time. “Dam fine day,” 
Joe said and smiled.

It was a Sunday, and Joe was bom for 
Sundays, ’specially summer Sundays 
when afternoons are twice as long and 
twice as sunny as usual. Joe enjoyed them 
usual Sundays too.

“Uncle Joe,” I said, and my voice was 
girlish and allowed to b e — I was only 11. 
“Uncle Joe, that Burning Bush, was that 
an avatar?”

“Now you don’t  know much about the 
double meaning of words, do ya?” he 
asked with a great deal of suspicion in his 
voice.

I shook my little head emphatically 
from side to side. I shook it so hard it 
seemed like I was going to shake the 
freckles straight off my cheeks.

“Because, if your old Uncle Joe weren’t 
in the company of exclusively you, 
Shorts” — he called me “Shorts” all the 
time — “and I was in the company of 
some of my friends, I would find myself 
with a plethora of witty options on how to 
answer that question. I mean, there’s a

just be shorts on me. Make sense?”
I giggled and imagined big Uncle Joe 

walking around in my Toughskins.
Joe had lots of ideas, but he called them 

“idears” because he was bom someplace 
where they trained people to talk diffe
ren t Of them idears I remember, I think 
his best ones had to do with how halluci
nogens were going to change the media. 
“Even sitcoms have flashbacks,” he 
explained.

“Is that when the people on the show 
remember what happens and they show 
old episodes in the middle of new ones?*

“Pretty cheap, huh? Imagine catching 
one of them flashback episodes when it's 
on as a rerun. Now that would be trippy.” 
He then made me do the imitations of dif
ferent TV stars that he had taught me.

1 had just finished my last “Dy-no- 
mite! ” when Joe asked, “You know what I 
hate?”

“No, Uncle Joe.”
“When radio stations play so-called 

‘flashbacks’ of songs they never ever 
played, that’s no good.” He kicked some 
dirt out in front of him. “Don’t ever forget 
what you’re known for, Shorts.”

“What am I known for, Uncle Joe?”
“Nuthin’, and don’t you forget it.”

LYRIC OF TH E W EEK .
w m m m m m m i  

mu fir mint men mum 
ms m ms men"
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Theater This Week FALL QUARTER STUDENT SPECIAL

VOICE-MAIL

TAG (Theatre Artists Group) was 
formed in 1982 by members of the Drama
tic Art Dept, at UCSB as a performing en
semble of theatre professionals in the 
Santa Barbara area. Throughout this 
year, the group — made up of UCSB fa
culty, staff and students, and other local 
actors and theatre artists — plans to 
showcase talent not regularly seen. In 
other words, TAG performances may be 
the only times this year when you get to 
see your professors act in a playl

The production of George Bernard 
Shaw’s Heartbreak House in the Hatlen 
Theatre at UCSB promises to be an intri
cately woven series of sometimes confus
ing relationships, dealing with political, 
sociological and generational changes. 
The play is well directed, with lively per
formances and interesting use of the stage 
throughout. Go and see it, if only to tell 
your parents that you’re doing something 
culturally enriching in between back-to- 
school parties.

Heartbreak House opens on Oct. 4 in 
the Hatlen Theatre and plays through 
Oct. 13. For ticket information, call 
893-3535.

—Lori Culwell

♦  No telephone required -  We provide Phone # 
ECHO ♦  No installation charge
ECHO ♦  Pick-up messages from any phone
ECHO *  24-Hour access
ECHO * N° room-mate toll charges
ECHO *  Voice-mail/pager package available

ECHO COMMUNICATIONS 564-2501

LARGE 16" or 
Medium 12” Pizza 

one or more toppings

'  THAT'S UJWAT I  
LO /C  ABOUT VbU MARTHA. 
Sbü ALUJAVS MANAGE To 

V  KEEP ME GUESSING. U

del Norte 968-6969.

Swap any Rubes for.
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ASPB & The UCen Present

THE HUB NITE
rCome After' 

__ "Friends"
Maverick Recording Artists

92.9 KjEE^ f l D G E T
SPITTING B u y ,

(O ct. 3 8 :3 0  pm ^U C en H u b )

STUDENTS ONLY $3
with ID Tickets sold at door

General
$ 5

Thursday 
^  November 21 

in the UCen Hob
Tickets on Sale Monday Oct. 7 

at 10 am AS Ticket Office

The D ir ty  Dozen

I

Saturday November 16 • UCen Hub
Get your tickets for a great evening of JAZZ 

On sale M onday O ctober 14 at 10 am in the AS Ticket Office

ASPB & Coca Cola Present

fleowtie Happu Hour
EVERY WEDNESDAY •  4 TO 6 PM 

IN  TH E U C EN  HUB
FREE ADM ISSION!

Food and Beer Specials

Happy Campers
Jolie Lash speaks with Summercamp.

Fresh out of Santa Bar
bara comes the pop band 
Summercamp, whose glit
tering melodies landed 
them a deal with Ma
donna’s M averick Re
cords. While gearing up to 
record their debut album 
in January, the four boys of 
Sum m ercam p, s in g er/ 
guitarists Tim Cullen and 
Sean M cCue, b assist 
M isha Feldm ann and 
drummer Tony Sevener, 
took precious time out of 
their schedule to invite 
Artsweek into their prac
tice studio for a chat.

I ran into Dishzoalla at 
LAX and I asked them if 
they were pissed off that 
people in Santa Barbara 
didn’t start noticing them

until after they were 
signed to a major label 
The same thing is sort of 
happening with you guys, 
signing to Maverick and 
being playlisted on KJEE.

Tim: I’m not sure if it 
was the radio airplay or the 
buzz of like, “Oh, those 
guys are supposed to be 
good,” but I think there are 
people taking us seriously 
that didn’t before.

Misha: Like, “I went to 
high school with that 
guy!”

You don’t actually  
have people coming up to 
you like that, do you?

Tim: Yeah, we’re getting 
that at some of our shows 
in town.

How weird.
Tim: Yeah, because be

fore, we had a pretty good 
group of devoted fans that 
were just Mends of ours 
and we sort of developed 
o u r ow n s cene  just  
through the bands that we 
know [in the SB area]. We 
would go to see their 
shows and they’d come to 
see ours and it was a 
community.

Tony: It’s not like a 
Santa Barbara scene, it’s 
like a big following of 
bands.

Is that because of some 
kind of trend where peo
ple don’t want to seek out 
live music anymore?

Tim: I think people 
don’t actively seek it out 
because there’s nowhere

See SUMMER p. 5A

Did You Miss Fall Rush!
If so, come meet the ladies of Sigma Kappa 

for a night of fon and sisterhood.

When: This Thursday, O ct 3rd
Time: . 6:30pm-8:00pm
Place: 761 Camino Pescadero

Com e join us and see how we bring sisterhood to tifell 
If you have any questions call Marieigh: 961-9960

ALPHA
LAMBDA
DELTA
Initiation Ceremony
TONIGHT at 7pm
in UCen Flying A Studios Room
Guests Welcome

< FREE
POOL

NOON-1PM, 
6-7PM i 

MON.-THURS.
E x c lu d in g  H o lid a y s

W e a re  a  n o n - s m o k in g  
e s ta b l i s h m e n t

I M I
FAMILY BILLIARD CENTER 

1128 C hapala  S t  •  966-0915

1

Mighty
Midgets

Nexus Classifieds Work.

THE BEAVER COLLEGE 
LONDON SEMESTER

M l  mm/

jfP I

AT CITY ’ UNIVERSITY

Spend fifteen weeks getting to 
know London studying with 
British students at City 
University. Classes are available 
in dozens of subjects. You can 
also opt for one or more of our 
special classes that explore the 
theaters, the museums and the 
heritage that prompted Samuel 
Johnson to observe,
“When a man is tired of London,

wimW/ku he is tired of life.”
There’s so much going on, you
might want to stay for the whole

m ;\l year!

I O H Speak to your study abroad
advisor about Beaver College
programs.

Call for a free
catalog today.

1.888.BE AVER-9
cea@beaver.edu

http://www.beaver.edu/cea/

mailto:cea@beaver.edu
http://www.beaver.edu/cea/
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SUMMER
Continued from p.4A 

to play. In I.V., it’s easier 
to just set up on DP....

Tony: You get stopped 
really early, though.

Would you guys play 
DP?

All: Yeah.
Tony: I used to play in 

I.V, years ago when people 
could set up on the lawn.

Are you guys into sing- 
alongs?

Tim: Like hootenan
nies? You mean like “I 
Wanna Rock n’ Roll All 
Night,” or someone play
ing guitars and everyone 
singing?

More like road trip 
Brady Bunch theme song 
sing-alongs.

Tim: Yeah, we usually 
make up our oWri lyrics to

the songs. Tony’s kind of 
the master of that. You 
hear a hit song on the ra
dio and then Tony will 
find a way to change it and 
keep the rhyme scheme.

What’s been your best 
one?

Tony: It’s too obscene.
That band Self does 

that to an Alanis song
Tim: Someone was tell

ing me about that.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Gail Marshall
for County Supervisor

THIRD DISTRICT

A N  A F T E R N O O N  O F  
G R E A T  A C O U S T I C  M U S I C

JACKSON BONNIE 
BROWNE RAITT

DON JOHN
HENLEY TRUDELL

To m  B a ll &  K e n n y  Sultan

SANTA BARBARA BOWL 
SAT., OCTOBER 1 2 t h  • 1:30 PM

S B BOWL BOX OFFICE (568-2695) • ARLINGTON THEATRE (963-4408) 
ROLUNG HILLS GARDEN CENTER/Buellton (688-7210) 

WHEREHOUSE • ROBINSONS/MAY • BLOCKBUSTER MUSIC 
TICKETMASTER -  SANTA BARBARA/VENTURA COUNTY OUTLETS

TICKET PURCHASE IS A CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION 

Stephen Cloud Presentations / Avocado Productions 

PAID FOR BY GAIL MARSHALL FOR SUPERVISOR

NEW! Classified Hotline: 893-7972
Phope in your Daily Nexus ad with MasterCard or Visa

KHT
T h e  R ocS r R e v o lu t io n

The party's over here 
and we're bringin' it to

STORKE PLAZA 
Friday, Oct. 4th at High-Noon! 

You can hook up 
Killer KHTY Giveawayz 

and REGISTER to Rock the Vote 
with UCSB's #1 party station...

KHT
The Rocfr Revplutin

k  THE WHEREHOUSE /  ROBINSONS * MAY
[L A S T tE F t BLOCKBUSTER M USIC/ARLINGTON THEATER 

CALL FO R -TIX 805/583-8700 „

H  FO R  S B  BOW L IN FO  -  8 0 5 /5 6 8 -2 6 9 5  J

H Budweiser
This Budis Fbr’ibu.
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To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is Che easiest day, 0 the 
most challenging.
Aries (March 21-AprQ 19) - Today is a 5 - The most logical answer may 
not be correct, and the one that worics might not be logical. Don’t even 
try to figure it out now; postpone the discussion until tomorrow. A friend 
is having trouble at work. Suggest an athletic diversion.
Turns (April 2(MWay 20) - Today is a 7 • You are one of the calmest 
people you know today. The others will rely on your strength, so don't 
flinch. Advise a co-worker not to say something that's sure to upset the 
boss. You’d make the best spokesperson for the group, if a conflict needs 
to be resolved.
Gemini (May 21‘Jo n e  21) • Today is a 6 - This is a good day to go 
shopping You’D be cautious about spending, yet diawn to only the high
est quality. You might not buy much, but what you do select should be 
well worth the money. If you want a commitment from a loved one, ask 
fix it early in the morning
Cancer (Jane 2 2-July 22) - Today is a 6 - You're strong today, but so is 
your opposition. In fact, you may be fighting the battle on three fronts at 
the same time. Don’t  worry • you’re not alone. Especially tf the conflict is 
a romantic one, conditions change in your favor fate tonight 
Leo (July 23-Aug 2 2 ) -Today is a 7 -Suggest that the people at work 
put off any major decision-making until Monday. The dust should have 
settled by then. A short drive to a beautiful location this evening should 
turn out very welL Take care of an obligation while you're out there. 
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)-Todayisa5-There'salot ofaction going on, 
and quite a bit of confusion. If you can stay out of the traffic, you'D do 
your nerves a big favor. You're getting wiser about love, starting today. 
Prove it by dropping a bad habit.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - Today is a 6 -A strong woman wants you to 
do one thing while a Either figure wants you to do something else. If you 
can hold out until Monday, you might get your own way. Meanwhile, pay 
attention and learn. Also, teach them by sharing your insights.
Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21) - Today is a 7 - A long distance contact pro
vides the support you need. Don’t even hesitate - it’s worth the money. 
Expert a hassle at work this afternoon and be prepared. The breakdown's 
not your fault, but you can make points by keeping things under control. 
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-D ec 21 )-T oday isa7 - People come to you fix 
advice, since you're very objective: If friends are having troubles, advise 
them to wait You might also let them know that exercise will calm their 
nerves. Then prove it by taking a long, relaxing walk this evening. 
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 1 9 )-Today is a6-This could be a very excit
ing day, or an exhausting one. The difference is in your attitude. You have 
too much fix one person to do, again. If you share the load, you’ll find it 
easier to cope Make up a ditzy person’s mind for him or her.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18 )-Today is a$-Circumstances beyond your 
control make for a stressful workday. You'd rather be off on a scientific 
expedition to the Australian outback, or anywhere, actually. Your com
plaints would just make the situation worse. Plan something outrageous 
for this weekend instead.
Place« (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is a 6 - Your sweetheart is under 
even mote pressure than you are right now, so plan something nice fix this 
evening. A few hours of quiet in a luxurious setting would be perfect - by 
yourself or accompanied by your sweetheart, if she or he would enjoy i t

Today’s B irthday (Oct. 3). A conflict between responsibilities at work 
and home could lead to improvements both places. A decision about 
money in November will hd p  you plan a change fix December. Your 
family helps you through a mess in January. Recommit to an old friend
ship in February. Face a challenge in April and graduate to a new level. 
You may get a promotion injuiy, if you pass the te st Let a friend coax you 
out in August Keep a lover’s secret in September.

G o l ia t h  
G e t s  a  
D r in k :

(Free Soda with Purchase 
of “The Goliath”) 

Expires 10/3/96

I.V.. 961-1700
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This very night at 8:30 p.m., make sure you get out to 
the Hub to catch recent Maverick Records signees Sum- 
mercamp, before they follow Dishwalla into the major 
leagues. Support will be offered from Fidget, and while 
they won’t be roasting marshmallows, at only three 
bucks a pop, you won’t want to miss this shining oppor
tunity to attend camp.

If you wanted, you could plan yourself a full evening, if 
your schedule permits, by attending the Robin Williams 
film The Birdcage beforehand in Campbell Hall tonight 
at 7 p.m.

The Theater Artists Group begins its run of Geoige 
Bernard Shaw’s play Heartbreak House Oct. 4-6, conti
nuing Oct. 10-13 at the on-campus Hatlen Theater.

On Friday, 6636 DP will be a-rockin’ ska style with 
Henchmyn, at 10:30 p.m.

Saturday night, for less than the price of a medium 
pizza, see the Refreshments, “Who sucked out the 
feeeeeelliin?” Buzz-Binners Superdrag, and The Ocean 
Blue at Backstage downtown at 8 p.m.

Arts & Lectures is showcasing Mystery Science Thea
ter 3000: The Movie, on Monday at 7 p.m. in Campbell l 
Hall.

And speaking of things on Comedy Central, tickets 
went on sale Monday for "A Politically Incorrect Even
ing With Bill Maher,” scheduled for Nov. 1, and there’s 
stul a number of seats available.

Lastly, an exhibit of works by American artist 
Schwebel, Heroes of City Streets, runs until Nov. 17 at 
the Manne Gallery downtown.

Terrapin Station Bookstore / Libreria
Not Just Another Bookstore

10% off w ith valid UCSB ID - except Magazines, Gift Certificates and Collectibles

We Offer a Full Selection of Books in English and Spanish
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Sunday November 24, 1996 
Arlington Theatre 8:00pm

T ic k e ts  $ 2 5 .0 0 , $ 4 5 .0 0  
(p lus $1 .50  A rling ton  Fee)

On Sale at Terrapin Station
C alling  all Poets.... L ook  fo r  o u r poetry  co n test in  the 
O cto b er 10th issue o f  the  Santa B arbara Independent.
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O .Teachers: We order books in bulk for your classes

M T D  E xpress L ine to  T ran s it C en ter - L ine 2  to  M ilpas S treet
teirapinst@earthlink.net 536 North Milpas Street 963-3020

mailto:teirapinst@earthlink.net
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Shots
Silver Jews /  The Natural 
Bridge /  Drag City

I’ve always appreciated 
musical humor, but Silver 
Jews’ take on it has been 
nothing but frustrating. 
Offers prior to their new 
LP, The Natural Bridge, 
were silly attempts at ruin
ing great songs w ith 
shoddy recording tech
niques. For instance, on 
1993’s The Arizona Re

cord, songs were abruptiy 
cut off at tihe good parts, as 
if someone had pressed 
stop while the song was 
being recorded. I found 
myself wishing that they 
would quit fighting my at

tempts to like them.
Thankfully, The Na

tural Bridge is a break 
from Silver Jews’ self
sabotaging ways. There are 
entire, fully audible songs! 
The songs are simply bet
ter too. Spare, distant, hu
morous lyrics — such as 
“The bartender said, ‘We 
don’t serve robots,’ and I 
said, ‘Someday you will,”’ 
“The CPR was so erotic”, 
and “One of these days, 
these days will end” — are 
what Silver Jews are into 
nowadays.

Bob Nastanovich of 
Pavement is absent from 
the line-up, although I sus
pect that “new member” 
Peyton Pinkerton is Bob’s 
alias. Young, hip college 
teacher D.C. Berman is the 
s o n g w r i t e r / g u i t a r i s t /  
singer for Silver Jews. This 
time, he’s come up with 
som e really  beau tifu l 
songs, like “The Right to 
Remain Silent,” “Dallas” 
and “Inside the Golden 
Days of Missing You.” En
joy some Jewish culture.

—Noah Blumberg

Les Claypool and the 
Holy Mackerel /  Highball 
W it h  t h e  D e v i l  /  
Interscope_____________

The only thing more 
enigmatic than Les Clay- 
pool’s bizarre hybrid bass 
stylings— which combine 
the eccentricities of funk, 
the smoothness of jazz, the 
experimental insanity of 
psychedelia and the rock
abilly sensibilities of a hill
billy on acid— is his lyrics.

On Highball With the 
Devil, Les’ poetics run the 
gamut of human experi
ence, delving deep into the

New music.

psyche of a Budweiser- 
swalling Fishmaster pon
dering the mysteries of 
“the one that got away” on 
“Carolina Rig,” and ex
ploring the intricacies of 
lawn ornamentation on 
“Granny’s Little Yard 
Gnome." It’s all here.

However, what makes 
this CD truly remarkable 
is the music.

Anyone familiar with 
the virtually indescribable

blend of virtuosity and 
mental imbalance that is 
Primus wrill immediately 
recognize Highball’s 15 
tracks as classic Claypool. 
This air of familiarity can 
largely be attributed to the 
fact that Les plays more 
than one instrument on a 
majority of the songs, 
singly handling all of the 
musical responsibilities on 
six of the ditties.

If some tracks lack the 
complexities of meter and 
general unpredictability 
that have come to be asso
ciated wdth Primus, it’s be
cause Highball With the 
Devil is meant to serve sol
ely as a showcase for Clay- 
pool’s bass gymnastics and 
quirky songwaiting skills. 
The disc wiQ undoubtedly 
be a welcome find for the 
Primus fanatic who hank
ers for a hot hunkin’ plate 
of steamin’ bass.

—Bryce Baer

Chuck D /  The Autobio
graphy of MistaChuck /  
Mercury

Public Enemy was it 
back in the day, when 
Chuck D, Flavor Flav and 
company were at the fore
front of the creative and 
militant movements in 
hip-hop. In those days, 
Public Enemy was respon
sible for creating many of 
the influential records that 
are now considered class
ics. But sadly, the story is 
quite different in ’96. The

Public Enemy of yestery
ear is no more and the or
iginality, activism and 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h e y  
brought to hip-hop is all 
but dead. So much so that 
when I first heard that 
Chuck D was coming solo, 
I wondered if he could still 
bring the noize.

Well, he can and he 
can't.

Chuck still delivers the 
positive, intelligent raps 
his fans are accustomed to, 
but something is missing 
from the mix. Chuck’s ur
gent flow lacks the musical 
innovation of the Bomb 
Squad (who, even at their 
worst, were incredible), 
traces of which are no
where to be found on 
Autobiography. As a re
sult, the tracks are mostly 
boring, toeing the line be
tween average and good. 
Guest appearances by 
some of Chuck’s people 
add some needed “new
ness” to the album, but it’s 
just not enough.

Chuck still gets ultimate 
respect for everything he’s 
done — his new album is 
better than most of the 
stuff out today. It’s just dis
appointing that his rhymes 
are not fitted to better 
beats. I’m hopeful that af
ter a hiatus, Public Enemy 
will regroup and bring 
back what hip-hop has 
been sorely missing for too 
long: the art of invention.

—Todd One

El izabe th  R ob in son  
should know a lot about 
cool music. She is, after 
all, the advisor for cam
pus radio station KCSB- 
FM. Artsweek recently 
asked her to choose an al
bum from her collection 
and share her thoughts 
on it with us. She chose 
Alec Seward’s Late One 
Saturday Evening.

Do you know a lot ab
out blues music?

A fair am ount I like it in 
part because it’s the music 
that a lot of other contem
porary music is based 
upon. It was never a very 
commercially viable [mu
sic form], and it was a 
music that really came out 
of community — that 
sense of community as op
posed to being really com
mercially driven, which is 
in part because it comes 
out of the black commun
ity which is poor and dis
enfranchised and  the 
music reflects a lot of that. 
It’s very humorous, some 
of it. It talks about all sorts 
of human foibles and hu
man tragedies, and I think 
in contemporary terms, 
and the reason I selected 
this piece, is this is musi
cians making music for the 
joy of being together and

KCSB's Eüzabetfa Robinson discusses Alec 

M s  ¡É  Oris k irk fE m g

together. I also picked it 
because Alec Seward is 
one of those people who is 
unknown, generally. He 
was side-man to a lot of 
other people. He’s not

Who has he played 
side-man for?

Primarily Sonny Taylor 
and Bonnie McGee, who 
are both much better 
known. He was their

anyway.
Campus Police alert!
Don’t get me in any 

more trouble!
Is Seward a part of the 

d o - i t - y o u r s e l f  
movement?

Well, yeah, before there 
was such a thing. It’s 
where everybody-got to 
sing — you didn’t have to 
be a professional singer to 
sing. Like gathering ar
ound the piano. In my 
family when I was a child, 
when we’d go on long 
trips, we’d sing songs. And 
in the car when nobody’s 
listening, I can sing one of 
the cuts on this.

making music. It was liter- known himself. This is 
ally done at somebody’s probably the only record- 
house — a bunch of guys mg th a t features Alec

friend as well as their mus
ical companion, and when 
they got real old, he took 
care of them. They were 
like family and you get a 
sense of that in this album.

So this is true alterna
tive music.

This is true alternative 
music, yeah.

What kind of things 
would you do to this 
record?

Well I like things like 
this when I’m in the car. I 
tu rn  it up. It’s pretty 
rockin’, some of it.

M a k e s  you  drive  
faster?

I tend to drive too fast
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Beat the S.B. prices plus one free 
>nth for UCSB students thru 10/31/96
NOW TO RESERVE YOUR UNIT 
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L « —  BUELLTON ALLSTORE
DRIVE A  LITTLE, SAVE A  LOT!

NORTH ON U.S. 101, JUST 28 MIN.

Community Service Organization

BIKE AUCTION
Saturday, October 5

Viewing s ta rts  a t  9am  
Bidding s ta rts  a t  10am
Location: Lot 32. behind the Public Safety 
Building. UCSB. Any questione? Call £93-2433

In case of rain, auction will be held on Sat.. Oct. 12.
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I  IN-STORE C O U P O N EXPIRES 10/8/96

R#7088L

Get a Checking 
Account 

Free of Service 
Charges 

All Summer*
only y y

Coke, Diet Coke
Sprite or Dr Pepper, 6 Pack, 12 Oz. Cans

•w ith $5.00 m inim um purchase 
(excluding liquor and flu id  m ilk  products).
Lim it one item  per coupon, per customer.

O ffer good at the 3942 State Street, Santa Barbara; and 5801 Cade Real 
and 7127 Hollister Ave., Goleta Lucky stores only.

Open a College Student Checking 
Account and pay no monthly 

service charge during the summer 
months. Plus, you get 24-hour 
customer service by phone and 

free access to your cash at more 
V  than 6,000 V e r s a t e l l e r ® ATMs 

in the West, including Lucky 
\  stores!

Mth coupon R#70881

1 IN-STORE COUPON EXPIRES 10/8/96

R#70880 MRV069

Potato Chips
SELECTED VARIETIES

Lay's Potato Chips
Assorted Varieties, 6 Oz. Pkg.

•w ith $5.00 m inim um purchase w  
(excluding liquor and flu id  m flk  products).
Lim it one item  per coupon, per customer.

O ffer good at the 3942 State Street, Santa Barbara; and 5801 Code Real 
and 7127 H oldster Ave., Goleta Lucky stores only.

R#70880

Bank of America EXPIRES 10/15/961IN-STORE COUPON

R#70483 MRVI000
♦Monthly service charge is waived each June, July and August for up to 
5 years while you are  a  full-time college student. Charges for overdrafts 
and o ther account-related services still apply. Offer valid on Versatel, 

Standard and Interest Checking only. All accounts subject to approval. 
©  1996 Bank o f America NT&SA, Member FD1C.

Papa's Piroshki
ASSORTED VARIETIES 

4 .5  O Z. PKG.

Present your Student I.D. at the 
Service Deli to get your Starving 

Student Card. Buy five sandwiches, 
get one FREE!

r t f f s s
1 s t a v in g  student card 1

Buy Five Regulor She SonJwiches, I

! o  @  ®  0  ^ J

s10 Instant Fonami
•w ith $15 .00  m inim um purchase 

(excluding dquor and flu id  mdk products).
Lim it one card per coupon, per customer.

O ffer good at the 3942 State Street, Santa Barbara; and 5801 Code Real 
and 7127 Hollister Ave., Goleta Lucky stores only.

Bic Classic 
Stic Pens

ASSORTED VARIETIES CODE #9863B R#70483

W70«9|

HOUJSTER AVE.

Santa Barbara
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3943 Stale Street at La Cumbre Rd. 5801 Calle Real at Fairview Ave. 7127 Hollister Ave. at Pacific Oaks Rd. These prices effective from  8 a.m . Thursday, September 26  through  
m idnight Tuesday, O ctober 8 ,1 9 9 6  a t th e Lucky stores listed in this ad.

Copyright 6 1996 by Lucky Stores, Inc A  rights reserved.

No sales to dealers.


