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RENTERS' WORKSHOPS 
BEGIN 9PM MON FEB 24, 
CARRILLO COMMONS
SESSIONS THRU MAR 5; FULL 
SCHEDULE, TIMES ON PAGE 4
ADVANCE COPIES OF TENANT'S HAND
BOOK ONLY AT THESE WORKSHOPS; 
GENERAL DISTRIBUTION SET FOR MAR 6

Landlord/T enant Law  
w ith John Forhan 
(AS Legal Services)

With the rental season just about tu n  again, what 
advice would you gi*t to people who'U be signing a 
rental agreement ora lease forth* first time within the 
mextfewweeksf

One o f the most constructive thins* anyone 
looking for .a place to rent can do is talk to die 
people who're already living there. That's true if 
it’s your first tim* or your twelfth time. It doesn't 
m att». It’s only people who've been living in a 
particular building who can tell you the tilings that 
you need to know about how the place is man
aged. Like how quickly or willingly does the 
m in«|p  or landlord respond to maintenance 
problems? How seriously are tenants' concerns 
taken? Try to get an idea of how well the whole 
business o f getting Security Deposits returned and 
properly accounted for is handled. This will tell 
you how likely it is, or unlikely, that you're going 
to run win the kind o f problem that’ll bring you to 
this office or to the Community Housing Office 
with a dispute that needs third-party intervention 
to get resolved. Once you've signed that lease, 
you've signed a contract and you've incurred a 
whole lot of legal obligations. The more you

by Roane Akchurin
Manager, Com munity Housing O ffice

Just to set the record straight, the 
two-page rental-housing advertisement 
that appeared in the February 12 edition 
of the Daily Nexus was not sponsored 
by the Com munity Housing Office.

In fact, the ad was placed by a  
independent consortium of landlords and 
management companies seeking to take 
an early marketing initiative to compen
sate for the sluggish pace of business 
last spring and summer.

The ad would actually have ap
peared a week or so earlier had its spon
sors not deferred to C HO s requests that 
it be withheld until our 1992 Renters'

W orkshops were imminent.
Meanwhile, we're looking forward 

to seeing a record crowd for our first 
presentation, in Carrillo Commons on 
Monday night at 9pm.

In addition to having a new (and 
professionally produced) video this year, 
we've also redesigned theTenanfs Hand
book to include a lot more information 
about tenants' and landlords' respective 
rights and responsibilities.

And please let us know if this year's 
editions of the video and the handbook, 
with their new formats, respond efficiently 
to your need for information.

Your Lease or 
your Rental Agreement 

is a Legal Contract. 
Think about that.

know about tire person you're going to be dealing 
with, die better off you'll be. That's exactly why 
landlords and management companies run their 

an you, so you shouldn't he shy about 
running the same kind o f check on them.

Is th in  anything Unonta can do about the "Joint A  
Severn!" clausa wc discussed in the first issue of 
Household Words a few  months ago?

If I were a tenant. I'd certainty try to negotiate 
some relief from "Joint Sl Several" Let's recap. 
"Joint 1  Several" is a provision that legally 
enables the landlord or manager to  hold tenants 
collectively responsible for observing all the terms 
o f a lease. In other wards, if four people sign a 
12-month "Joint Sc Several" lease for an apart
ment and then one moves out without having 
found someone to take his or her place, the other 
three are still responsible for coming up with tire 
full amount o f the rent. You certainty don't have 
anything to lose by ..k ing  the landlord or man-

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
Perspectives on Isla Vista Housing
4k Brendan Bussc (SB Co $6&d Waste Mgmt /  ) g |

: /  Brendan H um  can talk some serious 
trash. '

In fact, it's his job not only to talk trash 
but (¿so to do something about it. especially when 
the trash in question is violating particular sec* 
dons o f the County Coda.

Brendan Busse is an inspector fo r the 
Solid Waste Management Division o f Santa Bar-: 
bora County's Public Works Department, and hid . 
boat includes northern GoUta, most o f the county’s 
northeast corner, around Cuyama and New 
Cuyama, and tsla  Vista.

.. |  While B u m  was raised in Carlsbad, on 
the coast between Lot Angeles and San D iego, 'he 
attended UCSB and graduated ini990.JieactU ' 
oily majored in English, which made the firs t 
question pretty obvious.

H W tH ow  did you move from an academic 
emphasis on English to a job in solid waste

management? iiy+i %
BBi Part ofm y financial aid package at UCSB 
involved a Work Study Internship. The one I got 
was with the enforcement division of the California 
Coastal Commission. The Commission's mandate, 
for anyone who’s not fsm llisr with it. Include* 
jurisdiction over any kind development within a : 
certain radius o f the shoreline. I was antyned O x 
Venture County, Santa Barber* County and San Luia 
Obispo County, and I worked that beat for three 
y eas. That's what got me interested in environmen
tal issues, and it was the experience I got in the 
Internship thatgat ta t the job.

HW:!; Would you give us a  brief rundown of your 
duties.

BB: The Public Work* department I work for. 
Solid Waste Management, runs aQ County land
fills and enforces the County codes that regulate the

continued on page 2
continued on page 2
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IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD:
Perspectives on Housing in Isla Vista

continued from  page
fills and enforces the County codes that 
regulate die disposal of all garbage and refuse, 
with the exception o f hazardous materials. We 
also have jurisdiction over abandoned vehicles,

HW: Am abandoned cars a major problem?

BB: WeB, HI tell you about the situation in 
Isis V isu last summer, around move-out time, 
then you tall me bow had you think it is. After 
IV emptied out, I found better than fifty can 
out there. Not just in one location, scattered 
all over the place. Most of them had been 
Stripped of st bast seriously vandalized, you 
know, wheels missing, the engine gone, pulled 
up on cinder blocks. Anyone who sew them 
wotddVo known right sway that these c u t 
weren't going anywhere.

HW: So why wait until summer to move diem 
if it was so obvious they were abandoned?

BH: I couldn't see them. Unless someone dps 
me off about a particular car, I don't have time 
to go tnmting for them. Whoever had aban
doned them had hidden diem pretty careftilly 
behind other cars, so only when the other cars 
took off for the summer was it possibb for me 
to see where the abandoned ones were. The

than fifty parking places. We all know how: : V 
scarce parking is in IV. If I saw a  car ju st : : : : :

sitting there, obviously abandoned, in a spot that ft 
was preventing me from parking in, i wouldn't i: 
hesitate to get someone to come and move h , :

HW: The someone, in this case, being you, right?

BB: Right.

HW: How do people contact you?

BBr fm  based m the Transfer Station an Calb : 
Real. My phone number is 681-434S. Because of 
the nature of my job. I'm out on die road a lot, but : 
people can bave messages for me on the answer- 
mg mediinai. ■•••;• .

HW: How tnsny calls are you getting now in t t  
average month from students? What are they 
about?

BB: About four or five a month, usually with 
questions about some situation that drey think may 
be a potential health hazard. It's Chapter IT  of die 
Santa Barbara County Code that contains the ^ 
relevant information. About how many containers 
property-owners are supposed to supply, where the 
containers are supposed to be placed, if it’s GK for 
them to be on the street, that kind of thing. Thai's 
what: Tm looking for when fm out on (he streets 
myself Does garbage on a given property repre- 
sent an eyesore or a public nuisanoe? is it a health 
hazard? A fire hazard? Thorn are really important

considerations in a community as tightly packed 
together as IV. Does the container have the 
proper hd so dogs can't turn it over and spread 
garbage all over? If garbage has been dumped 
m an empty lot, who does the lot belong to? 
Most of the time, all these diings go back to the 
property-owner, even if  it isn't his or her fault, 
but that doesn't mean tenants are automatically 
fine o f any responsibility. What I try to do when 
I see a violation is teU the person responsibb 
how to  fix die problem, dies give them season- 
aide time to take care o f iL

HW: Move-out must be a major nightmare far 
you. Has the IV GIVE program made s 
difference?

BB: Mkr Borg picked up more than 250 tons 
last year alone at m ove-out The thing that's 
ready tough to understand about move-out is : 
why more managers and landlords dbeft take : 
advantage of M ar Borg's offer to do additional 
trash pick-up runs. That* a  good part o f the 
reason wlxy trash sit* around in the streets for 
weeks after everyone's g o n e .T h e rea re  other 
landlords and managers who not only pay for 
the extra runs but go out o f their way to  help 
their tenants get rid of unwanted belongings in a 
responsibb w ty. 1 realty appreciate that. Yes, t  
think IV GIVE's program, having people b rag  
in couches and other stuff for a lte ra tive 
disposal, whatever** in good shape to be passed 
on to needy local fam ilies,helps a great deal.
For ox* thing, there aren't as many coucfaes 
lying around in die dumpsters waiting for sorae- 
ooe to torch them. I thinkit's an excellent 
program. And there's another benefit from IV 
GIVE. What you see is peopb who take pride 
ih their community. I f  everybody followed 
GIVE's example, my job could be eliminated.

U P  TO  
C O D E

continued from page 1

Mger if they'd consider allowing you to take sob 
individual responsiblity only for your own fair 
share. But if they decline to eliminate that clause, 
there really isn't anything you can do about it 
because "Joint A Several" is a perfectly bgal 
option. But you can look for somewhere else to 
lent, of course.

Is it only n u t then "Joint A Several"applies to?

No, although rent is obviously die most important 
element. This is going to sound s littb  quaint 
after we've had so much rain in die last coupb of 
weeks, but same bases make a specific provision 
that imposes sob  responsibility for water usage on 
tenants. If that's the case in a unit that doesn't 
have water conservation devices such as low-flow 
to ib ts or shower heads, you might suggest to the 
manager or landlord that you'll be willing to 
assume that responsibility if he or she will recipro
cate m good faith by installing the the devices in 
question. That strikes me as a reasonabb quid pro 
quo that protects both die tenants and the owners. 
If the manager or landlords does agree to malm 
those improvements, make sure that the whob text 
of die agreement is written out in full and incorpo
rated into die lease. H us should also inehiA» « 
specific date by which the improvements will have 
been completed. That's valid any time in the 
period that precede« the execution of die base 
when a manager or landlord makes a commitment 
to fix something: Get it in writing.

A n  then any ehreumataneet under which it'spossible 
form landlord or manager to raite the n o t during a 
fixed-term lease f

Only if  you've signed a base that specifically allows 
the owner to do d iet Or if  you specifically agree 
to and sign such a supplement to the original 
document. There are very few, if any, owners 
who'd try to sneak a clause like that pest you, but 
even that remote possibility emphasizes how 
important it is for everyone to read their leases 
from top to bottom and with great care.

ThatnaOy is the primary ttiffenmeebetweenfixed-term 
leases and month-to-month agreements, isn’t  iff

That’s right. If youfae confident that you can live 
up to the terms of a lease for however long—ten 
months, twelve, whalever-then a fixed-term base 
protects you against rent hikes and arbitrary 
evictions and any other unilateral changes during 
that period. But if you w art greater flexibility for 
yourself and t  shorter-term commitment, than you 
should lock for a month-to- month agreement

A lot o f Isla Vista apartments an  offendfiumished or 
at Ueutpartially furnished? Do you have nny advice for 
people who a n  looking specifically atfiumishedunits?

What does "furnished" mean? What does "unfur
nished" mean? The agraem eit may say that two 
chairs and a couch axe provided, but I know I'd

want to see diem before I started paying for them. 
Not just chairs in another apartment that look like 
die ones Til find in the one Tm going to ren t The 
actual chairs in the actual apartm ent

You seem to be saying that tenants in this market need 
to take a course in cynicism befon they go out to make 
their arrangements.

Not cynical. Skeptical. Landlords and managers 
aren't cynical, but they are skeptical, and there's a 
reason for that. No-one in charge o f rental 
housing units is going to say, "Yeah. You look like 
a nice person. I trust you. Go ahead »«1 move in. 
Deposit? Last m onth1« rent in advance? Don't 
worry about it"  This is business, so they have you 
fill out an application, maybe check your credit 
check your references, maybe check your parents' 
credit maybe require a co-signer. That's skeptical. 
So there's no reason for you to take anything on 
trust either.

What if  then’s •  douse in m lease tin t I  don't under
stand or /V* got a question about.

Bring it here, to AS Legal Services, or take it to 
the Community Housing Office. Roane or I will 
be glad to help you make sure you understand 
exactly what you're getting into. Just don't ««gn it 
until you do understand. General questions you 
can get answered at one o f the CHO Renters' 
Workshops over the next two weeks or so.
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S A F E K E E P I N G /  
K E E P I N G  S A F E
by Cheri Gurse, with Jeremy Janes
(Cheri Gurse works out o f the Women's Center as Coordinator o f the Rape Prevention Education 
Program)

The statistics, for women, are distressing.
Research indicates th a t as many as one woman in four is the  victim o f  rape or attem pted rape during her years as a student.
FBI reports show th at one woman in three is the victim o f sexual during her Hfctimg.
H ow  many m en, responding to  college-sponsored surveys, described their participation in  a sexual assault bu t then denied th«t 

the incident actually constituted an assault? O ne in twelve.
Nearly all assaults against women are com m itted by m en who are known to  the woman, no t by strangers. This is n o t com forting 

news either for women o r  for m en, bu t involvement now in rape prevention efforts and in  the initiation o f large-scale «nrial change can 
do m uch to  improve this situation.

A lthough the docum entary evidence o f sexual assault statistics suggests differently, it is the fear o f stranger assault th a t haunts 
many women during their search for housing in Isla Vista.

Protection against acquaintance sexual assault entails understanding ckariy that it could happen to  you, learning assertiveness, 
setting well-defined boundaries in relationships, claiming therigh t to  say "No* or "Yes" and to  change your m ind, studying and grasping 
the dynamics o f  oppression and social change theory.

Protection against stranger assault is different: This involves good locks, good lighting, escorts and physical security systems. 
All th is, o f  course, would become unnecessary if  m en who com m it rape would stop.

Because such "hardware” techniques and strategies do make a difference in deterring certain kinds o f  crim e, the Com m unity 
H ousing Office together w ith the Rape Prevention Education Program sponsored by the W omen 's C enter and the Police D epartm ent 
oflfep the following guidelines addressing personal safety issues regarding stranger assaults. W hile the advice th a t follows is designed 
specifically to  empower women to  assert stronger control over their lives and thus actively diminish the odds that they will be victim ized 
by stranger assault, m uch o f it also has a common validity fix men: These precautions will serve anyone well who wishes to  minimi»» 
their exposure to  burglary, theft o r assault.

Women and men can take steps to enhance the environmental 
control that they exercise over their own lives.

Your exercise o f  control over w hat m ight and m ight no t happen to  you demands first that you look at your hom e environm ent 
skeptically and critically.

Ask yourself " Ifl were an intruder, would this place look like one that would be easy to  break into? Is anyone paying attention?”
H ow  well is the exterior maintained? Poorly m aintained yards or grounds are like a beacon to  the  w rong people.
Does the building have a criminal past? T he Foot Patrol will td l you o f any reported break-ins, sexual assaults or even suspicious 

circumstances logged in over the past year.
Knock on nearby doors. Look for women neighbors. Ask them  if  they feel safe. Find ou t how  m anagem ent responds when 

a problem  that affects safety is reported.
Enlist a friend fix company and walk around the place at night. Is there a lo t o f  com ing and going? Does it fee l safe?
Check how  well the comm on areas arc illum inated. Com m on areas include parking areas, front and back doors, stairways, and 

so on. H ow  near is the front o r back door to  the parking area?
T here's nothing in the law th at requires landlords to  purchase deadbolts fix  their tenants' doors, so, if  your apartm ent's access 

doors are n o t equipped with one and your landlord declines your request th a t deadbolts be obtained, you’ll have to  do it yourself—but 
only after you've got w ritten permission. The same rule applies to  peepholes that m ight allow you to  identify the person knocking at 
your door before you open it. Even if  you don’t  install a peephole, never open the door until you've checked o u t visitors by looking 
at them  through windows adjacent to  the door. Insist th at any m aintenance workers show you a picture ID  before you let them  in.

Look very carefully at all those points a t which an intruder m ight seek access into your apartm ent. The Foot Patrol or the UCSB 
Police can advise you concerning inexpensive ways o f  reinforcing the security o f particular kinds o f  doors and windows, and the Foot 
Patrol will even run a Safety A udit o f  your housing for you.

Be picky about who you choose to  live w ith. Talk with the people you may w ant to  live w ith before vou sign papers. Discuss 
personal values and needs concerning security. Will your potential roommates lock doors and windows at night? Will they make a 
com m itm ent n o t to  lend their key out? Will they protect the phone num ber from strangers? I f  everyone in  the household does n o t 
share the same com m itm ent to  apartm ent safety, life could quickly get tense.

Leave a radio on when you go out. P ut a couple o f  lights on variable tim e switches. T he idea is to  give the impression th a t 
som eone's in the apartm ent even when everyone's out.

By heightening your awareness o f potential problem s in your hom e’s security and then acting on this awareness, you empower 
yourself to  exercise real control over your housing environm ent

O ne last thing: W hether you've taken these precautions o r n o t, if  som ething happens to  you, d o n 't blame yourself: I t's  n o t 
your fault. Som eone else exploited an unlocked door or found another way in. T hat person bears the responsibility fix  n o t com m itting 
the act. N o m atter w hat the circumstances o f an assault o r an intrusion may be, it's  never the  victim 's fault.

KEEP THESE NUM BERS H ANDY
Isie Vitim Foot Patrol 681-4179
UCSB PoUcs (N  on-Emtrgtncy) 893-3446
UCSB Rapt Prevention Education Program 893-3778
SB Rapt Crisis Center (24-Hour HotUns) 5693255
Emergency Oh Campus 9-911

Off Campus 911

» u lt fiaiadSO anst m ists Ops »a Psgs * • / Os io n  Tm am 't BemOeUL

H o u s e h o l d  W o r d s
Editorial Staff:
Roane Akchurin, Lynn Hatzenbeler, 
Jeremy Janes(Ediior), Tosha Lockyer, Eve 
Lopez, Joey Schwartz, Rutila Weeks, 
Laurie Wright 
Production; Daily Nexus
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MOVING OUT
ON

MO VIN  G IN
IT’S THAT TIME 

OF THE YEAR AGAIN
Spring is in the air.
Before you know it, the season's symphony o f ecologically correct sounds will be joined by a chorus o f  landlords and managers 

showing o ff virtuoso chops in competitive variations on a theme o f "Have we got an apartment for you!!!*
Indeed they do. There are a lot o f  terrific places to live out there, and most o f the owners and managers are honorable, responsible 

people who tak-r great pride in their buildings. You'll have a chance to meet many o f  them at the Rental Fair that's scheduled for 
M onday, March 2 on the promenade in front o f  the Com m unity H ousing O ffice.

But there are also a few places where you wouldn't want your pet swine, Rancid, to bed down. And there are a few landlords 
in whose proximity it's always wise to carry a can o f industrial-strength Lysol. Even if  you avoid those horrors, you still have to worry 
about the Roommates-From-Hell syndrome.

So, what can you do in order to avoid making bad decisions to whose repercussions your happiness next year could otherwise 
be held hostage?

Come to a Com m unity H ousing O ffice 1992  Renters' W orkshop, that's what.
This year's presentations start on February 24. We have a new video presentation for you, ISLA VISTA 9 3 1 1 7 , produced 

and directed with professional pizzazz by Ken H inton o f Learning Resources from a script by our own distinguished and multi
talented student peers. And we'll have a panel o f erudite experts on hand to answer all your rental-housing questions. In addition to 
the reward o f information that will help you make shrewd choices as you start looking for next year's accommodations, you'll also be 
able to take away with you an advance copy o f our 1992  Tenant's Handbook.

Anyone who's unable to attend one o f our workshops will have to wait until March 6  to pick up a copy o f the H andbook.
As you'll see from the schedule below, we've set aside two evenings specifically for those o f you who are veterans o f Isla Vista's 

rental-housing market; you'll still get your 1992  Tenant's H andbook, with all the Isla Vista listings we've been able to gather, but 
th a t  evening's presentation will be geared to your needs and experience.

It's time to get moving.

.Date ¡11111 Time
Monday February 24 9-1 Opm San Rafael/Carrillo Commons

Tuesday February 25 7-8pm Santa Rosa

Tuesday February 25 9-1 Opm Tropicana Gardens

Wednesday February 26 7-8pm UCen2

Wednesday February 26 9-1 Opm
IV Community Relations Center 
970 Embarcadero del Mar 
***Fo r Veteran Renters O nly***

Thursday February 27 4-5pm UCen 2

Thursday February 27 7-8pm Santa Cruz

Monday March 2:
RENTAL
FAI R

10am -2pm
On Promenade in front of 
Community Housing Office, 
between Student Services 
Building and Storke Tower

Monday March 2 7-8pm San Nicolas

Tuesday March 3 7-8pm San Miguel

Wednesday March 4 4-5pm UCen 2
***For Veteran Renters Only***

Thursday March 5 7-8pm Anacapa

C O M M U N I T Y  H O U S I N G  O F F I C E ;
w 393-4371, Monday through Friday, 8am - 5pm l


