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Shaft and Indy Seek a Tow Truck
There we were, on our 

way back from a recon­
naissance mission down 
in Los Angeles. Mission 
accomplished.

All we had to do was get 
back to Santa Barbara in 
one piece. Unfortunately, 
my 1985 Ford Mustang 5.0 
had different plans for us.

Picture this: rush hour 
traffic on the 405. Friday 
afternoon. 5 p.m.

It was weird: cruising 
along at average speed, my

gas gauge started dropping 
fast. I thought that some­
thing must have hit my 
tank and lodged a hole in 
it. Shrapnel. Suddenly I re­
alized that the car was los­
ing all sorts of power. First, 
the radio stopped working 
properly and then the gas 
tank gauge started moving 
faster to empty than you 
can possibly imagine. Next 
thing I know, the car 
started coughing and stut­
tering like a speech- 
im p e d e d  c a n c e r o u s  
smoker.

The car died out on us. 
... Damn!

The second lane from 
the right on the 405 in Fri­

day afternoon L.A. rush 
hour. The car stops. It’s 
mad at me or something, 
’cause it a in ’t going  
anywhere.

Cars start honking at 
me. Cars whiz by on both 
sides. My two buddies get 
out and look for one of 
those call-box thingama- 
jigs. Me, like a stoic cap­
tain at sea, decide to stay 
with the ship. “If she’s go­
ing down,” I yell, “so am 
I .”

My friends look at me 
like I’m crazy, but I didn’t 
know what else to do. Af­
ter about 10 minutes of 
watching crazed L.A. driv­
ers who are also pissed off 
at my inconvenient resting 
spot in the middle of the 
freew ay, a C alifornia  
Highway Patrol motorcy­
cle pig shows up.

“Thank gosh,” I say to 
myself, expecting the best.

“What happened?” he 
shouts to me over the din 
of the honking, moving 
traffic.

“I don’t know,” I an­
swer, because I didn’t. 
“My gas gauge tells me I’m 
empty,” I told him.

“You mean to tell me 
that you’ve caused a 
20-minute delay on the 
405 because you ran out of 
g a s ? ” he sco ld s me 
sarcastically.

“I don’t think I ran out 
of gas, but I don’t really 
know. The gauge tells me 
I’m empty,” I said.

"All right,” he barked, 
“Get in the car, throw it in 
neutral and steer it over to 
the shoulder. ... I’ll stop

DAILY NEXUS FILE PHOTO

the traffic.”
With that, he walked 

into the right-most lane, 
put his hand up in an au­
thoritative gesture and 
stopped the traffic, which 
in c id e n ta lly  sto p p ed  
honking.

I threw her in neutral 
and turned the wheel to 
the right. I coasted to the 
shoulder easily. Good 
thing I was on a hill.

“Damn,” I said to my­
self. “Why couldn’t I have 
thought of that?” It was so

simple, really.
By some miraculous 

stroke of luck, a tow truck 
showed up at just that mo­
ment and the guy inside 
told me that he would tow 
me for free to the nearest 
gas station.

“You mean, you won’t 
charge me any money?” I 
asked incredulously.

“Nope,” he said. “L.A. 
taxpayers pay for this.”

“Wow,” was all I could 
say.

W hat a convenient

breakdown.
The cop took my name 

and license number. He 
left.

My two cronies re­
turned just as the car was 
being hauled onto the bed 
of the tow truck.

“This is all free,” I told 
them as they both lit up 
cigarettes.

We crammed into the 
cab of the truck and this 
nameless tow truck driver 
drove us to a gas station.

I tried to slip him a five,

but he wouldn’t take it.
“Thanks anyway,” he 

said.
My friends and I —  we 

all know a little bit about 
cars —  agreed that it was 
probably a faulty alterna­
tor or possibly a lame regu­
lator that caused us this 
delay in getting back to 
Santa Barbara. But since 
we found ourselves at a gas 
station, I bought a new 
battery and had them

See TOWING p.6A
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Indy: “Old C ars? I Like Old Cars.”
The rays of the sun 

fanned out over the serene 
beauty of the awakening 
vista as birds engaged each 
other in friendly dis­
course. The sun’s caress­
ing touch slowly enve­
loped my car in a serpen­
tine manner, instantly  
igniting the chrome. Yeah!

In a cool, calculated 
manner, I emerged from 
my vehicle triumphantly, 
awaiting the oohs and 
ahhs from all those who 
would feast upon the chas­
sis of my pride and joy - a 
1974 BMW 2002. This car 
was die first sports car 
model introduced into the 
vocabulary of BMW. This 
car’s legacy spans over 23 
years, earning BMW a role' 
in the sports car world. 
Yeah!

To my displeasure, the 
sound of awe took the 
form of, “Hey, look at that 
piece! Where’s the horse, 
or do you still use a ham­
ster on a treadwheel to 
power that thing?”

Heathens, I thought. 
Long will be the day that I 
scorn your ignorance! The 
fact is undeniable and ill- 
disputed —  old cars have 
class.

My fatherbought my car 
when it first came out. 
Yep, br&nd-spankin’ new! 
Yeah, check the scene: 
pumpin’ Simon and Gar- 
funkle and thinking on 
greater things. As the years 
rolled by, the car remained 
in the ownership of my 
family, getting acquainted 
with several owners with 
the same last name. Even­

tually the sucker made it to 
me. Friends implored me 
to “dump the sucker,” and 
enter the age of cars with 
reclining seats and port­
able frappaccino makers.

I’ll admit it was damn 
tempting to join the team, 
but something sparked in­
side me. It wasn’t as 
groovy as a Kevin Costner 
Field o f D ream s moment 
when destiny actually rode 
on the wind into the com  
fields of Ohio. No, it was 
more of a slap on the side 
of the head from my dad, 
saying, “No, you can’t get a 
new  c a r  right n ow .” 
Damned if that wasn’t 
existential!

In high school, budding 
yuppies paraded their 
brand-new $40,000 cars in 
and out of the parking lots, 
honking their horns in un­
ison to “Inna-Gadda-Da- 
Vida.” After the ceremo­
nial procession had done 
its standard three laps ar­
ound the lot, the pre­
yuppies exited their vehi­
cles in a choreographed 
Paula Abdul manner, hips 
thrusting in elation and 
winking wildly.

“Ha!” I laughed wildly 
in their general direction, 
and again, “HA!”

Your brand-new car 
may have air conditioning, 
bucket seats, and adjust­
able side-view mirrors. It 
may have an alarm that 
curses at you in five diffe­
rent languages while mak­
ing you a cappuccino. It 
may even have a colorful 
dashboard that lights up 
every time you break the
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speed barrier. But, baby, 
what it doesn’t have is a 
history that makes the car 
last beyond its years.

Being 16 and in posses­
sion of said vehicle, what 
could one do but make the 
best of the situation? As 
the years and ridicule 
passed on, I developed a 
greater appreciation of the 
car. It was one glorious 
mom’ when the socially 
unthinkable took place. I 
announced in one bold 
voice to the world (actu-

ally the vicinity of Wilshire 
Boulevard and Highland) 
that I would take hold of 
the torch, lighting it anew, - 
and cany it into the next 
century.

“You friggin’ moron!” 
came the cnes through the 
sighs of dismay from my 
friends.

“Are you stupid or 
sumpthin’? ”

“Artists do as artists 
does,” came the reply.

What did I do then, you 
ask? I did what any person

with an account at Sizzler 
would do —  bought the 
sucker off my dad! Sure I 
got crap from the yupps, 
but in the end, they all 
loved my car, they even 
told me so. I was looking 
long-term. My car is a great 
college car. It has a sense 
of history, being the 
groundbreaker in BMW 
technology, and it hap­
pens to be a cool little car.

Throughout my 7V4 
years of owning this car, I 
"have systematically re­

placed most of the inner 
workings of the car with 
original parts in order to 
maintain its vicious flavor. 
Of course my friends 
barked with joy every time 
the car decided to sponta­
neously flatulate black 
smoke from its rear, pep­
pering unlucky tailgaters 
with 23-year-old crud.

Now my cargoes zero to 
60 in five seconds (thanks 
to a rebuilt engine), goes

See OLD p.6A
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Shaft: “New Cars Are Happening.”
I understand the plight 

of those who feel that the 
only real cars were made 
about 30 years ago, but I 
think that today’s new cars 
have a certain elegance all 
their own. Much of this 
elegance is lost on the Ca­
lifornia freeways, where 
the mass production of 
modem cars is readily 
apparent.

The elegance I am  
speaking of is the new-car 
smell, the pride of owning 
a new car, and the satisfac­
tion of modem conveni­
ence- Maybe I should 
qualify all of this by saying 
that I am not the type of 
person who enjoys spend­
ing a Saturday under the 
hood of my car, changing 
the oil, retooling the sus­
pension, or tweaking the 
woofer —  those are things 
better left to my brother.

I enjoy having a new car 
with a V6, electric win­
dows, and that mother of 
all modern inventions: 
power steering. When I get 
into my car, I want to 
know that it is going to 
run, it will get good gas mi­
leage, and it is going to be 
sporty yet elegant.

I will be the first to ad­
mit that probably the 
worst part of buying a new 
car is dealing with the 
salespeople. While buying 
my car, I had some rather 
ugly experiences with the 
sales folk at one local deal­
ership. My experience was 
bad enough that I drove all 
the way to Thousand Oaks 
to buy the car, but at least it

wasn’t enough to com­
pletely turn me off from 
buying a car at all. Besides, 
it should now be a good 
long time before I have to 
face a car salesperson 
again.

Another issue that al­
ways seems to arise when 
discussing new cars is 
where it was made. I am 
proud to say that my car, 
though it bears a Japanese 
name, was made in the 
lovely city of Marysville, 
Ohio. Marysville is prob­
ably no Detroit —  !  per­
sonally have never been 
there —  but most U.S.

automakers don’t make 
their cars in Detroit, let 
alone the U.S.

Anyway, I think my 
point is very clear For 
some people there is no 
better feeling than restor­
ing an old car from a pile of 
rusted metal to a shiny 
new work of art. For many 
more of us, we are more ex­
cited by the sleek look of 
our new cars, not because 
we are lazy or because we 
lack that certain connec­
tion with our cars, but be­
cause we like the look, the 
conveniences, or just the 
smell of a new car.
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for the BEST 
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red carpet lease o r  

carPet option

Tain a fully luteractive road irtu with the new Ford Escort ZX2 on www.tord.com Tho new 1998 Ford Escort

While there may be lots of good deals out there for smart 
people, this one is available only to college seniors and grad 
students. Get $400 cash back* toward the purchase or $650 
cash back* toward the Red Carpet Lease (or Red Carpet Option) 
of any eligHile Ford or Mercury. Smart going. And that includes

the exciting new Ford Escort ZX2, a terrific way to grab life by 
the wheel. Big tun. For more College Graduate Purchase Program 
info, call 1-000-321-1536 or visit the Web at www.ford.com
*To be eligible, you must graduate with an associate's or bachelor’s degree between 10/1/95 and 1/3/98 
or be currently enrolled in graduate school. You must purchase or lease your new vehicle between 1/4/97 
and 1/3/98. Some customer and vehicle eligibility restrictions apply. See your dealer for details.

College Graduate Purchase Program M e rc u ry

Something Good is 
Cooking... The Weekend Connection.

In the Daily Nexus. Mmmm Good!

TOWING
Continued front p.3A 

throw it in.
Since SB was probably 

about 90 miles away, I fig­
ured I’d just drive really 
fast, so that if the alterna­
tor was working at all, it 
would still give some juice 
back to the battery.

Flying north on the 101 
at over 100 mph, ap­
proaching 217 (Ward Me­
morial Boulevard), the car 
started showing its proble­
matic signs again.

I said “Fuck it,” but my 
friends were both sleeping.

I pulled into the on- 
campus lot. Just then the 
car died. I didn’t care— we 
were home.

We walked home to our 
dorm room and I went to 
bed thinking that my 1985 
Ford Mustang GT needed 
a new alternator. I knew 
I’d fix it the next day. For 
the time being, we were 
home. And home is where 
the heart is.

Turns out it was a lousy 
regulator, but who really 
cares, anyway?

OLD
Continued from p.4A 

120 mph, and makes a 
sweet purring noise. I have 
the ability to do more than 
a lot of new car owners can 
do because it’s an old car.

Field trips? No prob­
lem. Excursions to the gre­
ater unknown? Nothing 
an optimistic bunch and 
an arsenal of AAA cards 
can’t handle! In the end, 
my car has provided me 
with the one thing the new 
cars could never offer —  a 
fistful of memories!

C h it t y - ch i t t y- b a n g-  
bang, my arse!

Big transmission problem or minor adjustment?
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YOUR LOCAL AAMCO CENTER IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED.
•  A va ilab le  on m o st cars w ith  au tom a tic  tra n sm iss io n s  and re qu ire s an annual recheck. N ot ava ila b le  fo r m anual tra n sm iss io n s . 

See you r loca l AAMCO TRANSMISSIONS DEALER fo r d e ta ils . ATI A ll rig h ts  reserved . O ther W arranties and se rv ice s are ava ilab le .

ASK ABOUT 
FINANCING

963-
333Anacapa St., 

Santa Barbara
(Comer of Anacapa & Gutierrez)

ASK ABOUT 
FREE TOWING

Hm

HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY 
8 AM -8 :30  PM 

SATURDAY 8 AM -1 2  PM

AUTOMATIC & MANUAL TRANSMISSIONS & CLUTCH REPAIR 

WE SERVICE FOREIGN CARS, TRUCKS, VANS, RVs & 4X4s 

EXCLUSIVE DIAGNOSTIC MULTI-CHECK 

WE SERVICE CV JOINTS, DRIVE LINES, AXLES, U JOINTS & FLYWHEELS 

FRONT WHEEL DRIVE & AUTOMATIC OVERDRIVE SPECIALISTS

MMC0 Werrenties an Honored i t  e l MMCO Centers throughout the United S tite i end Cenede. 
AAUCO'S Mew Lifetime P ro te ction *, which provides free  p a rts  and  la b o r fo r as long  a s you  own your ca r, Is  ava ilab le.

http://www.tord.com
http://www.ford.com
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H EY, KIDS! TAKE T H IS  GROOVY Q U IZ  AND W IN A ROAD TR IP  W ITH  A N E X U S  EDITOR! WHO­
EVER TU R N S IN  TH E M OST CORRECT ANSWERS ON A SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER FIRST  
W INS! SLIP  SU B M ISSIO N S IN TO  TH E LETTERS BOX UNDER STORKE TOWER! DIG IT!

1.) In the chapter of John Steinbeck’s 

Grapes o f Wrath featuring the used-car 

lot, what is the total number of car parts 

named?
2 .) G ive d e s c rip tio n s  and th e  

nicknames of the two cars featured in 

H unter S. Thom pson’s F ear an d

3.) In Raiders o f the Lost Ark, what kind 

of truck does Indy hijack to recover the

p r lr  f r o m  t h a  M a v ie 9

4.) What kind of car forms part of the 

title  for track five of the soundtrack 

from the movie Shaft?

5. ) In the book On the Road, in which the 

main characters spend a lot of tim e in 

cars, who among the Beats is the 

character Old Bull Lee based on?

6. ) B u llit, starring Steve McQueen, 

features one of the most famous car 

chase sequences ever captured on film. 

How many hubcaps does McQueen’s 

car lose in this chase?

7.) Harvey Keitel and Bill Cosby drive 

what kind of automobile in Mother, Jugs 

and Speed ?

9.) In The Muppet Movie, in what vehicle 

do Kermit the Frog and friends drive to 

Hollywood?

10.) Harvey Keitel watches Thelma and 

Louise plummet to the bottom of the 

Grand Canyon in what kind of car?

8.) Aretha Franklin wants to go riding on 

the freeway o f ... ?

Bonus Question: Fill in the blank: Herbie 

the Love

TOP SHOP
AUTOMOTIVE

SPECIALIZING IN EUROPEAN CARS
. Complete Automotive Repairs

• BRAKES •  ENGINE REBUILDING
• TUNE UP •  TRANS. REBUILDING
• COOLING SYSTEM • FUEL INJECTION
• ELECTRICAL SYSTEM • DIESEL

FREE ESTIMATE
27 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

685-2268
6539 Trigo Rd.

R e c y c l e !  
U s e d  O i l  !

Top Shop Automotive
will take your used motor oil for 

NO CHARGE!!!
Simply bring your used oil to:

6539 Trigo, Isla V ista  
Hours: M on-Fri 8 am -5 pm  

$.04/quart redem ption offered

DON’T MAKE SEVERAL TRIPS, MOVE ALL AT ONCE

U-HAUL-it!
CALL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR

U-HAUL
For OneWay or In Town Moving

Conveniently Located in Isla Vista for Easy Pickup!

685-7142
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jiffy lube

968-9688

UNIVERSITY 
AUTO SUPPLY

We are your neighborhood auto supply store, located next 
door to the Ming Dynasty Restaurant in the K-Mart 

Shopping Center.

We're locally owned and operated since 1947 
and offer all the major brands 

at competitive prices.

We can turn your brake rotors 
and drums, too!

Can NOW 
for a quote!

Now Open 
Seven Days!
Monday-Friday 7:30-6 

Saturday 7:30-3 
Sunday 9-1

MORE THINGS 
TO KNOW:

• Domestic, Foreign Car & 
Light Truck Parts in Stock

• Overnight Special Orders 
Available

• Mechanic Referrals 
Available

• Come In and Receive a 
FREE GIFT!

In the K-Mart Shopping Center 
290-F Storke Rd. Goleta

Help Your Car Reach the Beach!

•Goleta *6015 Hollister @Fairview 
•Santa Barbara «923 De La Vina @Carrillo

We Can Fix It... Whatever It Is!
"G o le ta 's Besl Since 1963" 

CASEY'S GARAGE AND  
DISCOUNT SM O G  CENTER 
6398 Hollister Ave. • Goleta 

685-2279 • 685-SMOG
between Los Cameros & Fairview

P s o p p i
[ d is c o u n t  SM O G  1

YOUR REPAIR
o f  $ 6 5  o r  m o re
CASEY'S GARAGE AND 

DISCOUNT SMOG CENTER 
6398 Hollister Ave. • Goleta 

685-2279 • 685-SMOG

IN C L U D E S  C E R T IF IC A T E
CASEY'S GARAGE AND 

DISCOUNT SMOG CENTER 
6398 Hollister Ave. • Goleta 

685-2279 • 685-SMCXS

I
I
I
I
I
I

^ N o t  valid with any other offers. Expires 6/30/97 J j  ^ ^ N o t valid with any other offeraJ^>foe^/3<V97

Goleta U -H A U L
is at Casey’s Garage 
6398 Hollister Ave.

between Los Cameros & Fairview

Trucks
Trailers
Moving Supplies 
Boxes

NOW  is the time to make your one-way 
reservations for June.

Don't wait until they're all reserved.

685-4137

SUN TINE
SUN TANNING 

CENTER

PRttBfaEM
*  NriMp Deep, Dark Tan 
¥  All Your Friends are Tan 
i^ o lfh ite  to go to the Beach 
¥  No Time to Lay 0uf f% |  f |  
¥  Hiding a Farmer’s Tan

SOLUTION
SUN TIME

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-9PM 
SATURDAY 8AM-5PM • SUNDAY 12 NOON-5PM 

• 1.5 Miles from UCSB 
• 7 Beds -  Including One Stand-Up

9 6 7 -8 9 8 3
5858 HOLLISTER AVE., GOLETA

■ 1
$4.00 OFF

SIGNATURE SERV ICE  
OIL CHANGE

1  
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I

I S ignature S erv ice .
| Not vaHd witli any ottw  Signatura Service coupon. | 

Expire* 7 /3 0 /9 7  # 8 ^

B rin g  this coupon  
into eith er Jiffy  L u b e  

and sav e $ 4 .0 0  on our


