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PART ONE

It was &nhat year,) the year we won the nnul-Japaneae

War and moved back to the old capital Nanxlnc'We lived WLI}*rm|ﬁr sy,

/
AL, “'if' Rl J LA ‘\ (C o= \ (
lnAone of the hou31ng complexes for the dependents of

middle- and lower-rank Alr*Forcemen,<East Benavolence 1t
To™ B t’»\uia A, A
#illage on Universal Way Alley., K&Iibr gcu.nD throuobfall

that mlsery Cr S0 many years in tl
A .2 Agu /&,/LLCL e A, LR > ST, PV f( ks

AR AT ('*f"/1 (',,,

ﬂ? hlnterlands 1n an

ALAR A

- o=
, ;. T £l v r-
gﬁgzjﬁf:the-way spo% Tike Szechwan. bmfore Wa knew_' '

&here-we-weare, back in the Capltal of thé581x DJnastles hxw*ak
BoronnloiD 7 rakicg of icriak 2plavidong
@@L GoIa lustA everywhere<guiﬁ3\qi;gn$;quity}xgz;rywhergy

= abl avehoy A dn. 0T MCEPA L

endors, 50 TuIl’oP, Imperlal grandeur-@::ﬁ;fL)

a f‘\ ‘IVJ_A«A_,LLQ(
éround looklng at everythlnqj dazzled.

m&“@\&\_h{,\_,.\_.\..%_ @",{: LK
At that time Wei-ch'eng was serving as@igzd,of

the Eleventh Group. Two of the sguadrons under him had

just come back from training in America, so the pilots

in his Group were rather hlghly thought of, and ¢Hey
"I:g,p‘{ ArnAing urt, Weamas - gt diants
Were,given véry heavy'résponsrhlllblesﬂz Whenever
wwdg aaXont
there was an nr?ﬂﬁ$ mission to flj he'd take the boys out

H."U'L\.)

\/\, A ac
hlmself. \Three or four days

aqut of tﬁe«week,I dldn*twﬁ?":“

get to see so much as the back of his head. Every time

he went-@ubH on a mission he'd take Kuo Chen along.
1 A\
1

" &uo—Ghen was his favorite student; even when Kuo gher>
Ko ke
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was a cadet at the Aipforce academy in Kuanhsien)g@ Szechwag>

Wei-ch'eng used to say to me)“That kid is smart as a whip.

Sure

enough (Kﬁ::ﬁﬁén outdid everybodyp in just a few short
wo v LSS ]
years ﬁg;worked himself up to head 0f" awsquadrop andOrf

,Went off to America fq?AEralnlnc

Kuo Chen wa;”én orphan- hlS father was dn Alirforce=
@am;—tooy a schoolmate of Wei-ch'eng sq;ﬁé;ﬂ;g;%:kllled
in a planecrash when Ku? Chen was very Smal%étgié mother
had fallen ill and p§§§§§i;ng>soon after. While he was

at the academy, whenever New Year's and the other festivals
rolled around I'd invite him over to.our home for thay

family dinner. Wei-ch'eng and I had nor chick nor Chll@A\Oﬂ d_
-'i‘t"('

_we saw Kuo Chen w&a® all by his lonesome &0 we guatﬂjook

him under ou? wing. He had his head shaved green and
4\\, ﬂ-l'r

shiny then, wore that mud—yellow cotton egde® uniform;
he was €&Lchya bright boy. you could tell from every

14 'EULOUJL a“-‘c&‘fr‘om
itttle-thln’) QV@ﬂy@he way he carried hlmselfl\%ut he

4( [_|_J
wa vtl‘l shy with wordss de waarstilm a kid after all,
j..! 2 .i‘ |:f'||h WAl A RAINANL AL *x\l \_|
aret-behind the ears, @g_ﬁpheqﬂhe got back from Amerlca

and came rushlng over to_our howe 1Q_N?nk1nvmand FavTe M.
) I A +\I'!r «‘\? l.-" ',
\ e galut%Aand called me Qﬁphool Mother'“ﬁ;"waprstunnﬂd' 1
L*' 1 A RL G B

simply couldn't believe my eyes. He was @gutpped hea@

<to—foot in an American-style gabardine &irforc® uniform,

*

Literally, teacher mother, a term of affection and esteem used by
students to address the wife of their teacher. The commonly used
term for teacher is lao-shih (old or venerable teacher).




a leather jacket with @—turn=dowm fur collar; belt buckled
tight with his Ray-Ban goggles-case fastened to it, He

wore his high-peaked service cap w1th‘;%? brlm pulled down
T - | 45 T e |, A n_}"_ W
to just above his eyebrows; gls hair had grown out, /

black and shiny, brushed back neatly over his ears.

Only a couple of yearsﬁ Who would havedexpected Kuo Chen
\Jf\
to turn out to be such a dashing young ¢“Ti’ﬁ*

"Well, well, young mani" I said to hlm with a laugh.
"You must have brought back some good news this time, huh§°"

"Oh, rothlng SDeClal S H' I Motheg; I just saved up

Y
e )

a few hundred buCks U. s & a L. . o
s A { OO LI,

"Aha! Enough to get yourself an old womammow." I

chuc&lgd. . S oty

3 \'a.‘-,‘;-
'T( be k("_-: ) M{. W i

®You bet School Motheq'“ He grinned. "As a matter
of fact, I'm looking around rlght now.,"

Our young pilots practically stole the whole show
in postwar Nanking. No matter where you went,‘igithg

%ugmways and the byways you were bound to run into some

cocky.young pf/ot parading around with a fashionably-

dressadczgunv\doll on hls arm._ Romance was 1n the B on
l, W 4 2 { -_ O{ lk."‘_ P AA \,-

every €ingle pllo (wés ready “for romancebuAEvery month

/

ye'd Ge—sUre to get wedding invitations from some of

Wei-ch'eng's students. But it was more than a year




."..'\

since Kuo Chen was back from Amerlca, and I hadn't gotten

]

the good word from hlm yet Oh'hn'd brouﬂht\some stylish

.-,h--‘;{ = \ ;,&rm/ (-_fu.

young lad@esngzgz for my hot~beanpaste carp, éll righty ¢

Afterwards, though, whon 3 asked him what was what he'd

LJI
just shake his head wzih;a'smlle.

", ';;&VLQ s

"Nothing of the kind, School Monher, I'm just having
fun,"
Then, one day, he came running (in)and told me the WL

This time it's serious. He'd fallen in love with a

student at the(ﬁhinling Middle School for Girlgﬁ_her
% -
name was Verdancy Chu.

f,li‘... '«‘\'m Y ]

"School Mothar,"” he told me, full of excitement,

"I know you'll like her. I want to brlnﬂ her over to
QAAAM, = VA AN | Hesualtih

meet you. ‘School Mother, I never direamed~I could get, A+
so serlous about a girl.
Cﬁow I must say I understood Kuo Chen pretty well.

He was a verw proud boy. he'd made his mark early, so
' ( @

naturally he @as a blt swe ltb%ﬁgedg/\Whenever we@ELh@dgp

]

chad about\Lﬂ,he,d\_QIQQNe he would never marry unless

L

he found a girl who met his standards-thorough'y. The‘

young ladies he'd brought over before were Qzﬁraordlnar.}y

had come Wh o g g

pretty; every one of them, but none Qi“thomtgaw Tied HimD

I thought to myself, This girl Verdancy must be some -poid
f‘LL\\.‘. ha "‘\\‘, ‘LL .\\_T
quddésS flown down from Heaven for Kuo Chen to be so
’

smitten.

\
3R "“t‘i'\‘k U
'
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When I @sglIy did meet Verdancy, she ﬁas“a total sur-

prise do—mew That day Kuo Chen brought her to our house
\./ 4
for 1unch. Turned out she was @ rather fghim, frail yoquhﬂ

mm;dgg“ﬂglghteen or nlnﬂteeq ?ears oI&a even though she'd
= 0 & % A {\‘(\ oW

come For a V181$ she was) Just\wearlng a plain blue cotton

frock, {Iatner Old,thth an ordinary white silk handkerchief

)’J\Aﬂ‘\ a Fore- L. - !\ Lol
asticking @uﬂ_ﬁg9the flap pegd her collar. She didn't have

a permanent<j§¥> her halr was combed back tidily behind

A AR P )

her ears. She was 1@ black leather Mary Janesiga pair of

avfiiite cotton ankle—socks, 8potless“ I gave her a good
Tod 't

lookg her body(yasn o 1n full bloom.yepm\she seemed a bit

(\L A

¥ A

G e

flat-chested, She 1ooked a llttle pale, ABuuwngr+eyesf eae

2 1_"" AT v : J‘ ¥ I ag o "\\[?-( A A \-_“-‘\N'
ug limpidf\gracefulﬂ made you feeld;g_purlflgd, aWhen she

A et
saw me her head wad hall—lowered all -the- $1me3“5“\bashfu14k/

o NP velncd our 2wk
with a timid air gbout ner that @gglly melted your hearjg ;
All during lunch no matter how hard I tried to get her

e wgre o
talking ald she dld uassmumble a word Q% two i reply._

‘;l"!" '\ B WY A

TA
My, —did Kuo Chencgéiﬁinﬁg_g_state._now he—put'food on heD
G W WM han T (;\_,._,4 AL &_t t\.\r o Q'lk, T AT ,‘L@ AL

orEter nqmﬁthpoquQ her teaﬁ\he Kept proddlnv ‘Her to sap

&m-e‘thir%. \ek.f\ \.!“’." Q "‘\ AN . COAA “J “l‘ \“f“‘ \
;""‘l :# (1-‘{""“
"You see? Look howﬂd1$agreeable dheyican be!
rtAein
Kuo Chen lost patlence and pointed—at Verdancy. "At least

l OglM-

(R o

Finally

she's got something to talk about when she's with me, but




the minute she sees people she clams un( School Mother's- A
"‘1m

no stranger, Fnd stlll she acts llke a- ‘fraldy cat;ﬂfﬁ Aot WA Ten g ug
Kuo Chen washg llttle mﬁo hastyp really. Verdancy

turned away, her face red with embarrassuent.
.«' ,"‘\c ‘J.} 1 %

"ihat's enough now‘ I felt pretty sorry for (txe %AIL

(Verdancy)and stopped Kuo Chen. "This is M;ss Chu's first
dow!t YUt
visit; of course she's a 11tt1e shy. Now\zpu renot To

o

pick on her, any-more. After lunchhyou two -BELEED go g@e\“ﬂ

rw Lake H§§anul The lotus flowers there are just bloomlng,)

i gfgorgeous. .

Kuo Chen had come on his flashy new motorcycle.
When they left after lunch he put Verdancy on the pillion
and helped her tie her black silk scarf around her hair;
then he leaped into the saddle and started to rev up;

he gave me a jaunty wave and was off in a flash, carrying
O)

Verdancy with him. (ﬂﬂpdangy%snuggled up against Kuo
Chen's back, her scarf flapping high in the wind. @W&IXy

&hat clinched ity from the way he treated her I knew

he was serious this tlme, mff 3{‘¥\
(e Aoy T t '
Oncg?Wel ~-ch'eng came @ggkdipoklng flt to be tled;
the minute he walked in the door he scarted to fume.
T “id. ) s a0t
~:Kuo Chen, that mlserable kld. now he 's goné “way too fari
K
I didn't expect him to turn out like thisA)"
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&fﬂqw,'new;fwhat's the matter?" I was astonished:

)I'd never heard Wei-ch'eng say 0 MUCH as) an unpleasant

kiﬁg mes Didn't you know he's been running
[',,‘»i\/_'\l,'"-
around with a Chlnllngrschoolglrl° The way I~ Look at 1t,
Wl Bk wolbrg O
he must have lost hlS head over her.: Hezkepﬁ\xreaking G |
Boap o ; oL !., ii
‘L&\\ f *

into her schoolcéll the tlms\and trying to get her out,

didn*t matter whethar she was in class or not. And 1D that's Wo

JL)L ol i ('\L.\J}

that-wasa*t bad endugh) nen he was up on a tralnlng flight,

5

@guess_what that nut did) he flew over, Gﬁlnlﬂng and kept

circling the schoo*building! All the schoolgirls got &I

excited and stuck their heads out of their classroom
windows to see what was going on. The principal himself

reported 1t to our Headquarters — now I ask you, what t_é
A ARAALEW 5*_,&' .l({_r kLu_in‘( ',—rl 'J-" ‘_'ff\ ; tk%j Sy
@AELD kind of Qg;ﬁtlc be1av1or is tﬁlS?\P%fpllot to carryton
Sy — Tt e
like a 1unat1EJ#H4§o helo me I m going to throw the Book

atnin®
Kuo Chen got a letter of reprimand in his record

and was demoted from squadron leader. When I saw nlm,
’_".vu/\ ol ‘V‘“{ ) AN
he trled to explaln to me. MSchool Mother, \lt spnot‘gs it
+y Aot L DA u\tt
@ was plannlnw to’ bend, ‘ﬂégulatlons and get Teacher

mad at me, It's Verdancy, she's stolen my heart away.
“": }~\k\.L

s
Honest to Gody School Moth?%. when I was flying up there




i? the sky, my heart was down here on the grou?gg following
hefi\ Vérdarcv F guch a sweet kld maybe a 11ttlexﬁjﬁ shy,cuui
doesn't" &%;é %;w ;; mlngleu ANow ;;e gotxexnﬂlled frow i
school; her folks have wired her from Chungking to'gacs

yack>home. She'd rather die than go back! She got into
a fight with her parents and broke off with them. She

says she'll follow me to the ends of the earth, no matter

what, for the rest of her life! @nd now she's staying

all by herself in a little hotel and she doesn't know
what to do next."

"Oh, you idiot," I 81ghed shaking my head. I had
jlf’lﬂﬁ_ —t{_IJF!
no idea even (8 smart ‘persom would get so foolish when they

fell in love. "Since you two are so mad about each other

why don't you ¢Us% go and get married?”

.\\;\,L\‘ ltd;“\

"School Mother, that's just g%ét I've come to talk
N “'~-0.,0 o W ¥

to you about, andf;Sﬁ you and ‘Teacher to preside at the
wedding.” Kuo Chen beamed.
el
After Kuo Chen and Verdancy ggﬁ\married they moved
/
into our East Benevolence Villageg ooy Kuo Chen had
two weeks' leave to get marrled GrigInEIIyﬁhe and Verdancy
/%5~ had planned to go toﬂHanﬂchow on thclr honeymoog:]but
\ \Q-f. o JL A
Q% \ RAR { A
just before they Qefﬁﬂthe Civil War broke out. Wei-ch'eng

and his group were ordered to Manchuria. The morning




"‘.\1 Prr‘i

BT

they took off, in the early dawn, Kuo Chen stole into
A o A P o

ny kltchog§ I was just maklnv~a fire to cook Wei-ch'eng

his porridge. Kuo Chen, his jacket over his shoulders,

his hair all mussed, eyes bloodshot, unshaven, grabbed

)

." A b

WA A - % )
”School Mother," he said hoarsely,

tThis times
b takee o O
what, I've got to rely on yog! Ma'amj—ﬂ—

J -~
L geu you,” I interrupted him. "Whlle you re

gone, of course I'm tHE_OXME-WHO'S going to t@ke care Qf
that llttl° wife of yours."

G x-_p{wwq
“School Mother —— " Kuo Chen was still worrying.

"Verdancy s §Fil D too young; there's a lot she &f1iTd
doesn't understand about the way we do things in the
Air Force. You've just got to treat her like one of the

family, try to get her to learn how to cope.” b

LA, - /’J\.ﬂ—m\ﬂ

YALL ;ight, all rlght " I laughed, Nk e Vi School A
thoax L S0 g ol
’Mamma S(af?””ay\been inIbw1ng\xnur-meacher @roundy for

ol "3\1."'
@fdozenayears)or moreh}n the Alr Forcei Xou tell me what

.ﬂ\»r\- (W Wi

o )
¢1psﬂfrom me. Verdancy s certalnly no fool; EJust you

GAA N \ \ X
waity T 11 open her eyesn 11ttle by llttle

After Wei-ch'eng and Kuo Chen and some of the other

boys left, I got my housework done and went over to see

3
AN
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Verdancy. The @lace tney got from the Governmend was a
neat little ﬁpoden houbg. Before they moved in, Kuo Chen
had gottensthe Dlacﬁiaifi;;£:¥;§>;éilxnew drapagg qulte‘\f
;a-@leasantwllttle home for them,. When I walked in, I saw
they still had the weddlng decorations up in the living
room. The table and chairs were piled high with the)
weddlng presentS(:all}ln their red and green wrapplngqf\
they hadn't evgnrooenod some of them-yets The table was

surrounded by baskets of flowers; the roses and the gladi-

0li were still fresh; even the phoenix-tail ferns k=@ ;.o

stayed green. The wedding scrolls hadn't been taken down
\
'quiéiiiiigfﬁéii—yet- on the central livingroom wall hung A

@Tésweddlngiylaque presented by Kuo Chen's schoolmates,

M .\‘_‘\\\L
% ebonyﬁ\w1th gold inlaid characters:

TOGETHER INTO WHITEHAIRED OLD AGE
Verdancy was in her room; she hadn't@Veém heard me
when I came in. She was lying on her side, her face buried .

in the quilt, sobbing. She was still in her bright-colored
M
silk bridal gown, her new permanent all mussed ugm\h£:>
i‘ﬁtka A
hair-ends were =11 sticking out 11hthw1gs. She'd rumpled
\ o T dtimmal M ial {eddi, wg L

up th§:31lk quilt-cover, dﬁccrat’ﬁhw1uh pairs of mandarin

MO

ducks Q@P_Oldéf@ﬂ\ln all the colors of the ralnbow onthe)

-quiltwcdﬁgr‘near her face was a teanstaln as big as a bowl.

' \ - |

When she heard me come 1nJ she started and sat up; the only
S ek = o 45

words she got out were 'School Mother. and then all she

== nLN
could do was sob. Her face was peigreen,Agyes swollen,




b
PARS

4 t

P/T 11

she looked more fragile than ever. I went over to smooth
'i‘l ¥ RAAL {
her hair {o"i"”ﬁ‘ér%,\“then I (en“t“éﬁﬁx wrung out a hot towel Awa /\-@MALLML
A—‘k {tr
to—give her. Verdancy took the IGT) towel, covered her face/, o JTR ad’g

and broke down again. _Outside the house €he) military
Loogunid aegd)

trucks and jeeps were) haullng,\etjré’m baggages\ the ear-

(ple c12f>1"g,° clangfh“g\ of th’élf“ iron rods and chains went on
/ AT
and on. Q%e men in the Vlll(age were \SﬁII{gOJ_n:" ofﬁ/\m
\ ),.-,c o) &G kel

the! E"ﬁr Awomenm screamlri;, tﬁ?&chlldren METD)

crying, L‘g;e__wﬂaﬁ_s,_,a.,,,whole commotion -goifig oy I waited
until Verdancy had cried herself Out@ %’hen I patted her

ol the shoulder - _ ; ’ _ i
.' avk A P (- N s e Faadr Towag oA guatst 3

"Well 1t‘,._sjgoa§”f*rst tlme,\,@g they did Teavp

3
'

@m(‘lé‘?ﬁ?’" it 'S alway ﬁllke thl%—bﬁ' Bon 't cook tonlcht@

LLLe

@ome & have dinner with me;f\ keep me company.

% % 4 R I

Once Wei-ch'eng and Kuo Chen were gone, we didn't
g

have the vaguest notion where they were. One M we
o V\.LUE
heard they were sent to,\North Cniray, the next nz;hute/\they

wrote us they'd flown to Central Chlnao £6) F_._ieVeral months HAELA

prael, they didn't come home once. During thls tlme Verdancy

Aiour-eel e 7

was with me constantly. Sometimes 1 @&t her ccoklng,

] T B

((’:’[!g‘,_ .

. A ALL == A

sometimes I taught her knitting, a&f”@metmemﬂ'taugh*

her W) to play a little mahjong.
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o % '@

- "Now this little EgIsmd is a real cure-all," I told

her, laughingly.. "Whenever you've got something on your

mind, just sit down at the table an%dRed Dragon, White

!r‘-—-ﬂz:‘""

DragonA\before you know ipi\all your worries will be
forgotten{"

After she got married Verdancy had become much more
tt
outgoxng, but she was still a llttle Shy ofﬁstranger%g
th To I‘-l“::
IEXCept FmTA@y place she didn't gg'ﬁTWQBIFhfny other
U TToe i 9ie
families in the Vlllage. 8 knew\practlcallyug&b ybp&y\
AL ant v\C’ {L\-”'
theres; all aqub them, so by and by I Qiggedésometof their
L"‘)

histories 4o tell Verdancy so she'd Eg_gme famitiar Wit ﬁ

the kind of 1life we lived., \
And T

"Don't sell these people short," I ¢§I&?her. "They've

ALom
all gems through @ hell 0P a ZLot,2 Jet me- tell youa Take
Ll-' (\ l

Mrs. Chou, for example, “he lady who lives b@hlndhyeqa

she's been married four times. Her present husband and
-_---;[" bag W AR + ML e Ayé :
) the three before him were @il\ln the same squadronA Qe
J\ SN {‘V\_f N l N :‘ M. 0 Ov ) J k o~ 1-'{ \}' ;‘Lr-:-"\ f \v’( R \- ”

ied @M the next took over,\one by one 1ﬁ turﬁ;::ﬁ;b,\
BN L wg 5 ;;cu. AL | po ThagX Unial s A 8 |
3 ﬂware_all.good,frlends to begln w1th, sSo they were

&I1 very nice_to her, mind you, And Mrs. Hsﬁﬁg;;oss the

= P
A oo

A

wap from you, her husband used to be her younger brother-
1n—1aw the Hsd brothers were both in the Thirteenth Group.

The older brother got killed, and the younger brother

| {
,-“\ & ‘\,',,-.“_ " BAA "'\_"f’

took his place. Topher first husbandf{s kids)he's Uncle,




and at the same time he's Papa; for a long time they just
didn't know what to call him."
"But how can they still talk and laugh like that?"
Verdancy looked at me in bewilderment.
"My dear girli" I laughed. "If they don't laugh,
what do you want them to do, cry? If they wanted to cry,
“Telieve you me they wouldn't have waited till now."
Ever since Kuo Chen left, Verdancy didn't want
to go far from the Village; she just stayed close to home

\

and waited. Sometimes a whole bunch of us went off to

"i\

the Confucius Temple District to listen to the singsong
girlﬁﬁ\éygn tﬁé%;AVerdancy wouldn't join us. She said
she was afraid of missing a telephone call from Head-
quarters about Kuo Chen. One day, a message came from
Headquarters: Wei-ch'eng's group was stopping over @b M,
Shanghai for a day or so; they mlght get a chance to
make a quick 51detr1p to Nanking Brlﬂht and early,
Yerdancy) dashgé in and ¢&shed ou?)and came baékéﬁlth two
basketfuls of groceries. In the afternoon I passed by
her door and saw her in a blue cotton worksuit, an old
kerchief around her hair, standing on a stool washing
the windows. She was so small tbat even on tiptoe she

--u)

couldn't reach the window-tops; she wag hoidinvwa big

-~
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washrag an% sw1ng1ng left and right across the window-

pane, W1thﬂ 15ht and-maim.o
r(if
"Verdancy'" I called out, "Kuo Chen isn't going to
a9

rﬁspect feﬂ.dust all“the way up there:” 0

( ~_ Verdancy looked round and §aw mej her face ¢u“ﬁ”&\
f_;/f’f_i( ,"*5 v VI _Q_,

LA
\

"I don't know what's happened,"” she mumbled.

) -
'y l/\,( e X ‘\_\.," A ,{' ‘J/‘ AL r/df—’LEr/ L }L ] MR, Ul

"It S onlyxa few months and the house‘iShalready i bad

A

@ﬁg@e; I just can't get it clean."”

In the evening, Verdancy came by to invite me to 0

fan o
nthe Village gatehouse where the mllﬁfary telephone was,
ri o ha o ..x.& S U, &
o
to wait for the phone call AﬁHéadquarters had promised to

f“”""f’ rl)"{lv'

call s around six or sevenA 'Vgrdancy had wasned and
A

change%ijéhe(a pgj on an aorlcotmcolqred éjiﬁkxof light

1,N AAA ‘C“/“\THH b “'.‘- )(L ML/Q.Q /
511k! an ore a Si1 plexereen rlbbon in he;
l"'u.k_Q e i,ik, L. AKX
halrh\sbe even had @ Tittle 11pst1ck on 4 looking very
Ui“*
fresh and lovely. At flrst she was very gay, talking
and laughing with mem\when it got\a llttle past six she
ANV, s d A
became tense, her iice mauf‘nﬁfglgglce“grew‘husﬁed_‘)
AAA

:éhe was knitting &) she kept looking up at the telephone

-

Lo CX/\WLFU\L\ &

J\,U-ﬂl\ t’g Uretd M ("L raECL a oA

on the table. We waited and waited)qn;;l past)nine

< ,’)\.h{k M
©'Clockyy, the telephone rang. Verdancy leaped up and
rushed to the phones the ball$ of wool in her lap fell

to the floor and rolled all around, but when she got




o r‘r
to the table Qbe turnedﬂﬁo me.
ﬁ, e 7;‘__ AA_¢ ‘
"School Nofher m— “PPer VOlce trembling, "it's the

phone."

I went over to answer the phone; the people at

Heggauartnrs said Wei-ch'eng and his group had anlyy>
oL (v

stoppedﬂywo hours in Shanghai; they flew on to/ﬂbrth&»wx

Kiangsu at five in the afternoon. When I relayed the }

"i) AL o, ;5
news ti Verdancy, she went pale;yshe stood there {1 _Silernce
(A/I‘T'VV'I‘ o A9 /oy b g o oo B
() Nfor a moméht;\her face tw1tch1ng&&:kqfé%~ s ot To “f\
"Tet's go home," I said to her.

We went back into the Village, Verdancy walking

bahind me quietlyf\WEen we reached my door I said "Don'?t
@ - >

feel bad;yhn their business you never know what's going to
| A
happen next.”
Verdancy turned her head away and touched her sleeve

to her eyes. "I'm not complaining, really,"” her voice

"

shook, "it's only, waiting all day, in vain —

7 Uut my arm %round her shoulders and hugged her.
ik\‘L), /.t\L "-‘1".2\,
“Verdancy. ey School Mom's got something to tell you;
'T’;M"\ ,_A

I hope you'll listen. It\gs not easy to be&a Flying
Warriorxgﬁwifég you know. Twenty-four long hours a day

your heart is trailing up there<iﬁlﬁﬁ€fﬁirxafter him.
. ¢ oL R P EN:
You Kgg@‘lOBKing~at thexsky yalookimg and looksmg, until
T LWL WAAAL W) '{’
your eyes shed bloo@a\the oNes), up there mayfnot even know.
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They'*re Jjust llke wﬁ@gewlvon blPdSA one‘mrnute'tnnj fly
to the east, the next<minutemthey fly to the west, you just
can't catch t?em. Since you're married into our Village,
Verdancy,“ﬁg&gﬁkidon v Elame $é>1f I speak frankly to you:
you've just got %ozgteel yours“If““ﬁdjharden y?Fr heart
in order to @Qér';1I>the turbuieﬂéélaAd sééréa\ﬁé‘come

Yerdancy stared at me through her tears, nodding
her heaé;\half understandln

"You go home now." I lifted her chin and smiled

at her with a sigh. "Go to bed early tonight.”

¥ % % o#

In the winter of the @hirty-sevéntbﬁyear of the

Republic, our side began to lose ground everywhere in

the Civil Wapjas the battles in the North grew more

ominous, qulté a few famll;fs in our Village got the bad
news. Some of the w1veg“;a:‘ﬁff‘fo the temples aXl the -
%Iéévto plead with the gods and pester the Boddhisatvas;
tnoae;wéé@ent to fortune tellers wght andlgét]%nelr 5

- v
ALAd ‘ alxf

=

W ’ \‘t\i‘"

Fortunes #old those whb\yent to bone feelers weﬁt T and-s

&oP their bones felt. I've never belleVOd 1n all that

\ )\ \‘i L M

: (
mumbo—gumbo myself. Nhewbve“cigl ch eng's letters were

mot arriving I d invite my neighbors in for a game of

mahjong to stew\ﬁhrough the night and calm myself down.




One night, when I was in the middle of a game, that Mrs.
Hs® who lived across the way from Verdancy came rushing in

and pulled me right out of there; in between gasgs she

i /a ol V! ‘ on

told me Headquartﬂrs had just sent word}\ i} was ali oven
sd. 1B S B R A L7 i
LA < u
@Tth\Kuo Chen; in Hsﬁbhouﬂﬁe and his plane were dashed
A4
to pleces. When I rushed to Verdancy's €h& house,was
/_ (X

tblacm w1th people. Verdancy was slumped backward on a
chalr,ﬁpn either side of her @ woman had grabbed her arms

&rying to hold her down; a white towel was tied around

Le A e a_

her head; on the towel ﬂﬁi:ﬁ:ﬁﬁf&_néﬁ bloodstaln as big as

your hand. As Soon as I came 1n everybody“ﬁszab started
talking at once.p the moment, Verdancy got the noti”e\she

AAAAAR fu ey

aran to %he edge of the Village, Kuo Chen s uniform in her

arms, howling as she ran; she kept (ﬁgls{iné~she was,
15 goiMp €Ut to search for Kuo Chen. Whengvey peoplehﬁa
stopp”a\her she started kicking and hitting out XIKe <

[ g A Q ‘ .

ucrazyh'ihe instant she was outside the Village entrance
she dashed her head against an iron telephone pole and

drove a big hole 1nto her forehead; when she was carried

l

back,

I went over to Verdancy, took a bowl of hot ginger

broth from somebody erd forced a brass spoon between her
"(:

ﬁeeZ{;\I}got a couple of spoonfuls down her throat.
~A




Her face was like a(éashed@open‘fish's bellyﬂ red Spotyy

»d_white gpoty blood and sweat all over. Her eyes stared

A
,“17

: P('Lx YA
i . S b
wide open, unseelng he didn't cry, but her blue 1ipe # Fyﬂlvwadz

JT"L’ \ [~}
Kept popening and shuttihr a shrill, small noise kept

{uﬁﬁ

coming from her throat, as if somebody had stepped on a QXAML‘

blind mole and it was letting out a dying shriek. It T
wasn't until I had force-fed her the whole bowl of broth
that her eyes regained their sight, and}gradually,she
came to herself.

Verdancy was ill in bed a long time. I moved her
to my house and watched over her day and night; there
were even times when I was playing mahjong I put her
where I could keep an eye on her. 1 was afraid if I
let her out of my sight she'd try to cut it alllshort
again. She lay in bed all day, wouldn't talﬁ;:;ouldn't
eat anything. Every day I had to force her to swallow
some soup or something. In a few weeks, she was just
skin and bones, her face ashen, her eyes sunk into two
big holes. One day after I finished feeding her I sat
on her bedside.

"Verdancy, (dear,, you mustn't waste yourself away
1ike this and think you're doing it for Kuo Chen. If

Kuo Chen is there and knows about it, he won't be able

to rest in peace."




P

Verdancy listened to me; all of a sudden she sat up,
shaking; she nodded at me and laughed coldly.

"What does he know? He felLA his body s duat\ e

b 2

fiis bones-are” 1n}P1eces, how can he feel now? So much
the better for him: bang and he's no more
I died. too, but I can still feel.”

oA

: As she spoke, her face was distorted, llké\crylng, 2
¢ a'f

-

l;ke laugnlng,«horrlble sight.

After watching over Verdancy for a month or so £ ]
almost broke down myself. Fortunately, just in time her
folks came from Chungking. When her old man saw her he
didn't say a woxd but her mother spat "Serves her right.
Serves her right: I néver &;hted her to marry an airman,
she wouldn't listen to me, now see what a mess she's int"

They Jjust p&ugk;é Verdancy ¢ight out of the bed
as she was, hair all tangleéikgace unwashed, called a cart
and hauled her off, bedding and g;l. Only a few days

after Verdancy was gone,jké,?ﬁoo, started to flee the

1%{?1_;1 ﬁar]and left Nanking.

PART TWO

Ever since we came to Taipei years ago 1've been

living on Evergreen Roaﬁgﬁby sheer coincidence @UE?~Au\

gependents” housing comple@hls also called East Benevolence

l ol RN & E:--aw\i Q.k.id /;

\l
¥ ki
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Village, but there's no connection whatsaever with the one
we lived in in Nanklng,‘we ve got peonle living here who've

migrated from all over Chinaj as for the people I knew in

Nanking, I have no idea where they've ended up. Efrtunately W
! \-1 \..1 !{4},\ 9’ ‘._-?.-“ ./_ a :\ggt'
these yeaziﬁ the times have been peacefu;ﬁ\i;fe has‘béegﬂ\ (
rr‘""L R .
A -1 @asxx desi §)fgur Alrforce Recreational Activities AL

@goon all the tlmeh”and.they rg just as good as the ones

A D LA
I 1} A

in the Nanking days, todzZy) a Peklng opera tpmorroW’a dance st

o Mo (e rranky N
NENOW; every tlmaﬁgome+ﬁln Af§§§h comes along I like to go

AR ;m“

@ub to an evening show iﬁd hgg§ﬂfun.

One year, on New Year's Day, the Alrforce New Life
BAn RrMaB, G RSk ama I~ werak  ladoral
Club put on a cgrnlval People said 1t was uhe(grandest\ﬂ\

\___L w\!q ) 41\\..('{ )
in years. Somebody sent me two blCﬂetS, so waook along

&he i zirly my nelghboz‘shﬂﬁﬁﬁiE“SU 00 —age daunhter.
When we arrived at the New Life Club the gafﬁrvai had

already been going on for quite a while. There was a
WA
whole crowd of people grabbing for tickets @round) the

raffle; in the New Life Hall the band had already struck
WAL,

up the danc;r The @hols place was so ampacked you could

hardly move an inch? men, womon, young people, mostlys
A l
everybody laughing it upru@;rcyﬁ what a racxet‘ In the
: R At
main hallAdﬁg\balloggé;tgggmand greeny drifted overhead;

some young Airforcemen in blue uniforms were popping them
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with their cigarette butts, and the women jumped at the
pureel  UX v LIy
_ chance and shrieked. Let me tell you, belng @ﬁlrled around L
o wh a2
Dy, mob of screaglng howllng younﬂsters is enough to make
fl,;:h pd t) “EL_'I\ 9.(:\)51\"[_!.),-,

your head spin. I‘tookhtne Li glrlcanifffgmh;nto the New
Life Hall; we rested ourselves against a pillar and watched
the people dancing. That night they had a big band from
the Air Force, over twenty members. Quite a few singers,
too, coming on one after the other, all snazzily dressed;
they'd sing a hit song or two, come down on the floor and

start tripping the light fantastic with their buddies.
"(" QA Calla
Just as the band was at its hottest, a €Ooluptuo

b

" ,L q V« -\i‘_' & XAl .“ 19-\
.,{ W W T&
,\seductlveerdressed woman ¢ame—up; , The moment she ap-
Ap-preval :
age, the audlence gave a roar of gppla ARG At
herg WX At ATWE Wl 2l R A ’ e

va1ously thls had to be the hottest number, She stood

A el potaflied A Al

on stage smlllna‘radlantiy; w1thout the slightest trace\~£w“
.2’)\_]"’5-\,{\\-”!" F T’f\\b{' C

of ghyness,ﬁand coolly ad justed the mlcrophon%{ she nodded

N
L Madivng Wowam,
~. ,\\ f

to the bandleader and began to sing.

"Granny Ch'in, what s the name of this sona°" asked

who Lo net U eu Lon vt A T 0
the Li gir%ﬁJgompared to me, she doesn t know the Tirsts

wuallsy
ine-about pop songss I.leave my radio on &IY the—timey,
from morning till edtimes L & ﬁ\“‘hg it
"IA Touch of Green,'" I answered.

a@f _ecourse® I knew that songéfIiKhQW“It'VE?y\well;

as a matter of facpf\l hear White Light's recording of 15
Radﬁmnnaaﬂh¢¢

Bleze . we Ceet a 'WML&
&K\af/ﬂf?’v&/ I 'G AL X/r\—/[l LQ‘J’, l,g |
L | X‘Mv_,\,;,(;m. - wWot A/GW;—& AL M’Q«uv&
R bl &
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L‘ani‘j,,” Al
on the radio all the tlm%&f Well f%at~woman wasn 't bad
tor N U e Ao Roagu, ARyy
_at allJ;g {__‘tually, she . quj.te a blt of White Light's - ( (
8 0 PopnAAN NLps o &, \""*\,
Cnonchalant allurlng air heréﬂlf. \M1ke in one hand, her

‘_1._:‘&& ‘T"-"" .\-:_!. R AA ,,',._ [

other hand toylng w1th her<enormous 6 eﬁfva[fn 2 devil=p
WMLL/F‘\U\{ ce , AW U N = r‘a\l rend_ TARA, mu Oan . U\J‘_'(y\,urz 3
ﬂay-care~gﬁsturem @h;n 1nfthe =ir, the wngshglstlnht;;

"‘f rt e vY- (
¢ she s%ng,

On East Hill, a touch of green.
On West Hill, a touch of green.
If you've got the fancy,
your fancy is mine,
Darling: we two would make
a pair so fine

) v I ! den Ab> = . AT p
Y, ;\_n; iy Aot i\\ (LA : ""'Lj

N ARe Lv o

: As she leanediback, SWlenﬂ’fhls WAYy swaying, that
zd«\,\_h, '\}'E".‘f!if“ 5"-* bt m A " u t ot ameng-, 'i\UJ’ /Q.-:Q wilel To LTwe
waxx;ggédenlxﬁéiifnlnes burst,from hér} kS ALK

=

from the bottom of her heart:

Aiya, aig=-aiya,
Darling! we two would make
a pair go fine

Corw ‘ T o
While the band tgﬁk overpthe song, she put down
LtA e \A -ﬂ‘-’\," a BN J
the mike,(WE nt up 6,€ne of the mu3101ans, got hold of,

Riee:) maracas, and chl chi- cha- cha@‘ﬁﬁééwagidfralnto Lo rumba Bpo,
= e m— - 0 A4 L~ I -

v} DA £ (Y ' A, N v‘ \”U“ ¢
@?r%he stage*wa shlmmy Qgre, a shake there, she dl
gumver-with a flare.

//x/ p f

N
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She was dressed in a purplefsee through gauze/cheongsam ¥
: /

4 "0 > {\& \
sprinkled with gold @Panvies three inch stiletto heels;

one wiggle and all the gold gﬁaﬁgle% flashed. When she
finished her song there was no end to the applause/\ s

With thzts she tossed off an encore before @ﬁg*tam@kggwﬁ“\

of f the stage to be snatched away @t-ofite by a group of

young pilots. I wanted to hear more of the Slnglng,
ar “‘H‘ ",b-

fg to the raffle,V

As we were pushing our way through the crowd, somebody
4/, A “_,,‘f - MADUAS
caught hold of my arm from behind and called, "School™ "

Mother:"

I turned around; I was amazed to see it was the
Wl o Do qtoﬁ{ O WG wR AT O VN
woman who '*9un?%NA.Touch of Green Ever since I came
r\xh““v‘\\,ﬁ W&
A e
to Taipei, nobody calls me S“ﬁool Mother any more; (vt
- DM EAL owd ok
&veryvody- calls‘me Granny Ch ’p) Iﬁ was S0 long 'since
[ ) .\,.‘, el ALMA

I'd heard anybody Qgi%nme that* tﬁjg_s So-unexpecieds

that for a second 1t<ggst)dldn t register.

i 3 LA
\_r’A N L

"School M5ﬁf(lt s me, Verdancy Chu," said the
woman, all smiles.

I kept staring up and down at her; before I could
say anything a bunch of young pilots came charging up
and started Eéyiing aﬁd yowlingy for her to go dance
with them., She shooed them away and whispered in my ear,

? A AAg :S {L\L\' ‘l‘\(\f'ﬂ

_"¢hy don’ + y*h give me your address, School Mom; | v 0




¢ P/I

arAnKD
in a day or two I'll (gry and fefch you to my place for a

game of mahjong. I'm zﬁgﬁtﬂ’good at the game now; I've had
a lot of practice, you know."

Before she turnng to 1eave, she smiled at me and

\.>‘ ﬂ\q

said in a low voice, "School Mom, it took me a good long
T ',\ .h/y- I( { AT \

time to recognlze you, too, é.while”ag@." < i

,j \.n’\ @) \\. if“f o B ff ' Ll \J AA ‘l', P A (‘_‘ f /

Wien I Tirst wenth-to_see the Peking operajvﬂu Tzu-

hsti Escapes through the Chao PassJ" ¥A_Wnitlp General Wu's
AR RN L
hair turns €I white overnlght from anx1etya) A}Ased to

L\"-'.
think that kind of thing gg:y happens in the- theatﬁif

in real life, how could people's looks change so dramatically?
ak
That night, & went home @nd as I was washing my face I
G S

took a good look in the mirror; I was startled to see my

own hair @@ covered with frost, tooi}&m wonder €Ved Verdancy
Chu did not recognize me any more. When we were.ﬁié@rnm-k\"

TET Lowe Gwk ady
our only concern was to‘Save our llVEﬁJﬁ\

could turn themselves upside down for all we cared,,
'ﬁ‘.\aVUL W \AJMEAL ,(..‘ o O M aAalD 4 2\3{ by MR GAA

\to Hainan Island Wei- ch env fellxlll

I W al anovatal o £ RR
and died. W\gf a laugh he—flew all aroangﬁthe sky .
\.lJ{ E J'-“r;l {
i all hlS life and nothlnglpapnaned to h1@4\@nd there we
b ALy B e
t 4’ ';\ll

@§g§:9€¢ttlng in a ship, . 4nd he died in such a shitty way.

&/ :

He od dysentery; there were too many sick people on board
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and not enough medicin%£>l watched him letting loose all
that muck until his face turned black. The minute he
stopped breathing the sailors wrapped him up in aéééﬁaﬁ;ééﬁf
and dumped him into the ocean along with a few otherﬁé
gll I heard was a splash, and he was gone. From the day
'I married Wei-ch'eng I knew I'd have to plan how I was
going to collect his body someday. I knew from the start
that people like Wei-ch'eng wouldn't outlive me. I

didn't expect that in the end I wasn't even able to

claim his remains. Ever since we came to Taiwan I've

xy 1 X A
) WAL i

been so busyAliviﬁg that memories of things that happened

on the Mainland gradually faded away. To tell you the
truth, if I hadn't run into Verdancy Chu at the New Life
Club I'm not sure I'd ever have thought about her again.

Two or three days later Verdancy Chu did send a

n PN
w

taxicab with a note to bring me over to,k#&ve dinner. She

lives in another AIJ}OT e dependents' complex on the S o
Bl S
fourth> Sectlon Q??Justice Road.) There were some other

guests that night, three younﬂ pilots, probably in Taipeil

sm on weekend leaveifrom Peachgarden Airforce Baseg

e _)/_\"\Ht.ui‘

they a%lrhook a leaf out of Verdancy Chu's bbok.end cilled
BLL‘. L\'a'(;f..

“l\mxlf me "School Mother . "

\

"This is Smart4€ookid Liu," Verdancy Chu pointed

- .
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pm‘fg' faced

at a short, r fellow, puffed out like a loaf of bread.

\,{ - NG

"Stﬁool Mom, Just wait until you see him Ulay\;@ manjong
later, the way he blows himself up: khen you'll know what
I mean.,"

Liu sidled up to Verdancy Chu. "Big Sister:" he

protested with a leer. "Don't tell me I got on your

L

wrong side again today Not one klnd word @0 date.
anrdoomenm, , G ’”‘““ % ha ) A il o ¢ g okl ﬁ AAAN

& Wlth her ent1c1ng cnu kle Verdaqcy Chu passad hlm.
il o 22t oo Bua, de ) whee o e, el 4Ry

"Thls ohe QEﬁfizzﬁ:ﬁEIflx for-xids, Tet me"?éll yodiﬁ

n A A b W Rl ATWH
<§he p01ntéa ;o a dar&: Sﬁingy*fellow, &School Mom, )
you might as well call him W&ng the Babyﬂdoogg;hcdﬁb
@&lways goes for the kid STUCTD in all the time he's played
mahjong with us, ghys: he hasn't shown a~ekrigte, respectable
hand once. He's our King of the Chicken Game."

Wang laughed out of the corner of his mouth. "Don't

you go too far, Big Sister}5ﬁﬁen we get down to the tablg)
AU
Liu and I, we'll flankpjleft and right and get you sand-

wiched in between%j¥hen we'll gBaITy) see how tough you
¢ =

r.-} Q.

"Oh. yeaho" Chin up, Verdancy Chy sneered. ifB"lﬁg
You o Jrfasaa You Cam faoas W taro oF ut' JLA-EX
ontwo bonafldﬁijpﬁgh~eoekﬁes Fortrreinforcementsy 1¢t alons
td'.,” ":‘,;\ \_{tﬂ\ .,;‘! (?‘\ ”f"\ ('}“ vt [,‘\ »f\ J
tﬂ_’prec1ous articles llke ybu,\; 11 take the whole lot

LW v,

3 ({. & {

of you out to the cleaners hone Gf you 3@§ETS‘333193V.
R et
this place till you hock your pants."”

can be.
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abutairia

Verdancy Chu was costumed in é}sack, her arms bare,

a red sweater around her shoulder%ﬁ\the sleeves danc@ﬁma?

v

up and down as she walked. Her body had filled out, too.—
even her complexion had grown fine and delicate; her

face was fash%onably painted; her eyes, once bright and
7 \'J“j ST
limpid, now CDQUetteé this way and that, sending out
J“"”L &.t‘\ A
Cgmgggggﬂglances. %pen she introduced me to a OUNR man
{ rwng
in his twenties, Eijtié}Ku. He was much nicer-looking

than the other two, strongly—built}fthick eyebrows and

a high nose; he seemed to be a lot more solid a fellow,

not such a wis%guy. He followed Verdancy<§§§ around

as she took care of the guests, helped her move chairs
and tables, taking orders from her, doing all the heavy
work.

In a little while we all sat down at the dinner-
tabl%§ Verdancy\ﬁﬁ@ came in bearlng the first course,
steamed chlcken,@5<;teamlng—hot blg, fat hen,\ln a
large amber-colored porcelain bowl; the minute she
laid the bowl down Smarﬁgpodkié\Jumped to his feet and
went arQPnd behlnd Lifffe Ku.

"Littlé Kq " he pushed him and yell&?u} "Y¥ou'd
betég%:%a¥‘i lot of this stufﬁ? gﬁd‘f’"fT;fBig Sister

B af na\&u f*
steamed this chlckenfﬁo make you big and strong."
A




; o | Y a A } N
. O N_ANer AN I } A
NI LA e ~ ) ) A ) Ve

" Me and Wang let out a squeal, Lfttiq%Ku‘laughed, to0;
/X /

but he looked rather embarrassed. Verdancy Chu snatched
ssm,\}l(ﬁ.. : ;
a.gaff&sen cap from the teatable and hit Smaryﬁﬁdfggg Liu
over the head with it; Liu covered his head with his arms
and fled around the table. Wang picked up'a spoon and
ladled a helping of chicken broth into his mouth.
"Wow, it sure makes a whole 1ot oD difference when
e )

- A
CittId Ku'§ around!” He smacked his lips and sighed.

"Even Big Sister's chicken broth tastes sweet as honey.

sRYVICL
Verdancy Chu tossed the gerrisen cap away and

doubled over with laughter. "These two gallows-birds:" b<7/

she swore between her teetg»\éhe Shook her finger at

Liu and Wang. "First you cop my chicken broth and then

you have the nerve to ask me for honey.
"Who else is Big Sister's honey for but us?"
Liu and Hang broke out laughing at the same tlme.

"If School Mom weren 't here today, I1'd Say somethlng
you @ouldn t llke o Heag. Verdancy Qﬁg)came over and

--.:A..JQ e

put a hand on my shoulder. “"chool Mom: ple%se dog t be
offended,ﬁﬁb gm., I meant to have these ﬁitﬁ£§:¥%%%;brothers
of mlﬁg%égﬁiré‘ﬁoﬁ ;ﬁ ; éamemof mahgé%q? how:él@\i know
I'vehﬁe;n égoiling tha\llttle dﬁylls rbtfeﬁﬁ‘)when they

¢u

open their mouths, they have no respect for their elders.

She jabbed Liu's forehead with her forefinger. "You,
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e
Fou SmartrCooklp you're the biggest nulsance of them all!"
She walked into the kitchen. <Eittia Ku followed her
to help brlng out the food. All through dinner Wang and
Wi talin
Liu kept w1sncranFﬁB}w1tn Verdancy Chu.
After that, every week or so Verdancy Chu would
pick me up to go to her place. But in all the times I
was there she never said one word about the past. When
we got together we'd a&waysibn bus up%aj}ng mahjong.,
Verdancy ¥€hu told me Bi%flgiKu didn t Itkéﬁanyxéémes,
he just liked to fiddle around with the tiles a bit.

Whenever he came from Peachgarden)to Taipei on leave,

QAL e WA
Verdancy ©hiy would go a;l:pvgr,fOrfinq mahjong partners

for him; very often she'd, even pull in the boso:lady
of thegéﬂphe ragr@*cg?éeneral $torj}at‘%ﬁ9‘head“of the
Y

alley‘to make up a foursome. WhenQﬁér'@mttie Ku played

with us, Verdancy Chuywouldn'} join in; she'd pull up
M

a chair, sit #igh® behind LittTe KXo and give him directions.
s
"Ku's
A
shoulder, she never stopped hummingﬂsongsnggy like

Her legs crossed, one elbow resting on

"Dan Sighs," Qﬂﬁe “Oop ‘m Scared of the Twilleht,"

i""\""‘ :\\'l\l 1'(,
you name it, she awould air you anything at all, Sometimes-—

no matter how long we were playinglishe'd sit there and
O

-~ hum through the whole (zames Q-
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A

\{Qpﬁf\when did you get so good at singing, Verdancy?"
e '

I couldn't Xeep from asking her ¢fice; I remembered how

in the past when she spoke She was afraid even to raise

her voice.

"well when I first came to Taiwan I couldn't find

a JObJ so I hung around with the Alngrce entertainment

troupe for quite a number of years and that's how I
learned my business.”

"Granny Ch 1n, don't you know?" The Supreme Fragrance
‘-_. (1", [4 & \."-i A —
boss- ladyAlaushed YAI1 of us hng call her 'the

" Radianca Pas
Superior White—Ttisht."'"

a4 L A P
PAAAAAANS

"Now, Boss-lady, you're puttiﬂg me on again," said

Verdancy Chu. "You d better keep your eye on your gam@q

¢ \_. bl \\ A B g
Jatér)yhen you &ose your shlrthyou 11 be &h=—one who wants

another all-night _;f).l‘*‘“’*kg

One day, barely three or four months after I'd

,—’
met Verdancy, @s)I was bqyln some ﬁauteeﬁydellca01es

at the Eastgate Market on Justlcg Roadal ran into the
e uzzu(

Supreme Fragranc® boss- lady:\§h€ WaSthOpplnﬂ for her
=

store.
"Granny Ch'in!" The minute she saw me she caught me
by the arm._"Did you hear? l% s all over wltb»ihat

L | LA DaAA kt(t}. LAR A (‘\L\p}\

b
EfifIé’Ku of Miss Chu' ;\ Last Saturday. T.uy said




it was right there &b the Peachgéf&éQﬂAir Bas%@%ﬁe

-

the air only a few minutes, and then he crashed."”

"I didn't know a thlng abowt -1t I said.

/r\‘
The boss=1lady called,a pedlcab)6?éf3 and the two of
us wpntmto see Veraancy. All the way there the boss-lady
l ) "_,'K‘-‘ ? f\ VA Lo .| v/

kept -on backbltlnv.,ﬂ\ (

"Now how are you going to explain this? Such a,

strong, healthy fellow, and pfft. he's gone. That thtle'f
Y v

Ku had been in and out of Miss Chu's for @a xﬁover two

Fd

years. At first Miss Chu said &i%t¥lef Ku was her foster-

brother, but the way they kept eying each other, it

didn't leok 11ke 1u at all. %yeryquy_in our alley says

A 1 “ A

Miss Chu X¥ikes to ea@ spring chickens,' ghé onLy gogﬁ)f
fo» those young kids in thp Air Force, Can you blame her,
though? A man llke L;t 1e Ku, w1fh such a sweet temper,

QJ

ayho would 1lsteg,to evervthing Miss Chu Sald& where would

you find another man like that? I feel so sorry for liss
Chut"
When we arrived at Verdancy's home, we rang the bell

for a long tlme,,nobody answared aftsr a wglle we heard
. L — e g
School Mom, !

11 N

Verdancy calling to us through thp window,
\«:'
Boss-lady, come on in, the door’ skun&ocked."

¥

We pushed open the door and walked up to her living
roomj ihere was Verdancy, sitting on the window-sill,

L
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in pink silk pyjamas; she'd rolled up the cuffs of her
pants and been doing her toenails with Cutex; her hair
was still in curlers.

"I spotted you two right away." She looked up at us

and laughed. "The nail polish isn't dry yet, I couldn't

put my shoes on to go gut amnd open the door %or'y to have

kept you waiting —— you picked the perfect time to come.

(This—afternoon 1've Jusfkcooked up a big wokful of
RN

sweet and-sour plgsfeetK I was worried nobody'd show up
*fu,-f ‘»-( [
theat it. daterywhen Granny Y4 from across the street «

\ RN Aa
) 7’\} N J )

comeRuto return me thﬁsé knitting- needlps,\the four of
I r

us'll be' a}l set\for a game of mahJOn

4

As she was talking, Granny Yu came in. Verdancy

o~

jumped down off the window-sill in a hurry and picked up

her nail polish. “"Boss-lady," she told %he Supreme "«

Ly Sfuveal

Mtggggggéﬁce,boss;iai?i "why don't you set the table for me.
I'1l go in the kitchen and get the food. This is é)Ladies'
Day tedafifwe‘re all fast on the dra&igéfter dinner we
should be good for at least twenty-four rounds.”

I followed Verdancy into the kitchen to give her a
hand. She poured the sweet-and-sour pigsfeet out of the

set‘ﬂuaamk back on the stove and started to fry a

: i LA g o
fgﬁEiT;_ﬁ__fifﬁ_gﬁliﬁranny Ma™ é&heancurd." I stood by her, holding

_a plate, waiting for her to put the food on it.
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a r ,-,a"
A=t

)N “Tut+le~Ku got killed; you must have heard about it,

A A

School Nom°“ Verdancy kept stir-frying the beancurd; she
didn't even turn her head.
"The Supreme Fragrancg boss-lady just told me, a

little while ago.”

T UAAAR
“thé Ku has no relatives here; it's his schoolmates

and me who took care of his funeral. Yesterday afternoon
I carried his ashes to the Green Lake Ai%ﬁorce Cemetery
and buried them."

I stood behind Verdancy, looking at her, without
saying anything. Verdancy had no makeup on her—face,

but she still }ooked extraordinarily young and lively;
she didn't 106k8§¥ke a woman on the wrong side of thlrty
@t ally probably because her cheeks ﬁ%g é;;ﬁwhfull and
bloomlggk her skin smootﬁ and tau%igﬁneqy;;rs were unable

o ~
R AL

to carve any uore 11nesh Though I had a lot more years

behind me than Verdancy, I felt

meed—for Te—to find %géithlnv to say to consolej%gr
o S

Verdancy gave the beancurd a few deft flips with/spatula
and tipped it out of the wok onto my plate; she scooped
up a mpOOﬂLUl nq put it in my mouth.

“Scnool Mdé&lhave a taste of my hot-pepper beancurd,"”

she laughed. "You think it's spicy enough r@w?"

After dinner, Verdancy set up the mahjong table




and brought out the Soochow bamboo tiles she<k€pty for guests.

T L f

As soon as we sat down to the game, Verdancy &if® z Grand

™ ]

Three Dragons theﬁfirst hand.

"Miss Chu." protested the Supreme Fragranceg boss-lady.

QSincéjﬁou're so lucky, you should go buy-goursel? a
ol

-

"OPatriotic Lottery¥ ticket!”
_ "You all had better look out:" Verdancy laughed.

LA Tamat kg O

“Today myVLUCkwisigSiﬁg d8 _risepagain,”
By the time the eigth round began, Verdancy&@j)lﬁwk
practically wiped out the three of us; the chips in front

of her were piledla}l the way up to her nose. Verdancy

Al AAAALAA_

kept laughing; she Kept rQ;lﬁgg her favorite song, "A Touch
of Greeny" ground in her-mouths Every so often she
would sing: i

Aiya, airaiya,

Darling: if you want to pick flowers,

do it fow\




	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-001.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-002.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-003.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-004.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-005.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-006.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-007.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-008.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-009.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-010.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-011.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-012.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-013.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-014.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-015.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-016.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-017.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-018.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-019.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-020.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-021.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-022.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-023.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-024.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-025.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-026.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-027.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-028.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-029.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-030.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-031.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-032.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-033.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-034.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-035.tif
	cusb-uarchfacp29-f0045-036.tif

