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Big West Women’s Basketball Hopes to
Ride Wave of Sport’s Rising Popularity

m Hawai’i, UCSB and New Mexico State Are Conference’s Top Squads in 1996

As women’s basketball
moves into the post-
Rebecca Lobo era, the
state of the game has
changed dramatically.
Last season’s National
Player of the Year helped
guide the University of
Connecticut to an unde-
feated season and an
NCAA championship.

With Lobo’s perfor-
mance, the women’s game
moved into the public eye
for the first tune since
Cheryl Miller lit up oppo-
nents at USC.

Entering the 1995-96
season, the Big West Con-
ference was hoping that
some of the increased at-
tention would be focused
its way. Headlining the
league is the exciting play
of New Mexico State’s
Anita Maxwell, Cal State
Fullerton’s Shayla Brad-
shaw, University of Ha-
waii's Tania Brunton and
UCSB’s Erin Alexander,
who all look to vault the
conference to the next
level.

Midway through the
season, the big-name play-
ers have not disappointed
anyone. Maxwell is pacing
the Roadrunners and the
league in scoring en route
to her third consecutive
BigWestPlayer ofthe Year
honor. Bradshaw has
shouldered much of the

The archeologists were baffled. Neither of
them could decide which of the two was the
greatest find: the perfectly preserved
5,000-year-old mummy or the immaculate
1957 Chevy convertible

Woodstock's Pizza 928 Cmb. del Norte 968-6969

headline responsibilities
for a young Titan squad
that returned only two
players, while Alexander
continues to bomb away

HAWAVI
Perfect Conference Campaign in Sight

Rainbows Rebound from Last Season’s 9th-Place Finish

thinggoing itsway rightnow. Notonlyisthe school located in
one of the world’s most-desirable locations, but the Wahine
are also in first place in the Big West Conference.

Hawai’i (16-2 overall, 10-0 Big West) cruised past conference ri-
vals in the firsthalfofthe season and has remained perfect during its
second run through league play. This season’s record shows a team
that’sa farcry from lastyear’s squad, which finished with a 6-20 over-
all mark and in ninth place.

Junior college transfer Tania Brunton has sparked the Wahine at-
tack. The senior forward, who missed most of last season due to a
knee injury, leads the squad with 17.9 points per game, which places
her fourth in the league.

Joining Brunton across the frontline are senior forward Nani
Flores and junior center Kendis Leeburg. The 6’2” Flores has re-
turned to Hawai’i after spending a year at the University of Illinois-
Chicago and leads the Wahine with 8.9 rebounds per game. Flores’
mark ties her with two others for third place in the Big West, behind
New Mexico State’s Anita Maxwell and UC Irvine’s Leticia Osegu-
era, each ofwhom averages 10.5 rebounds. Leebuig has done asolid
job at securing the UH post, where she tops the squad in field goal
percentage (.506) and blocked shots per game (18).

“[Kendis] has lost a lot of weight, is very fitand trim this season
and is playing well,” said University of Hawai’i Head Coach Vince
Goo.

The Hawai’i backcourt is led by shooting guard Nani Cockett.
Like Brunton, the 5°11” sophomore competed in only four games
last season due to a knee injury. This season, however, Cockett has
added extra firepower for the Wahine, ranking second on the team
with a 14.2 ppg average.

Amajorfactorin UH’ssuccess isitsschedule. The team has played
13 of its 18 games at home in the Special Events Arena, where it has
an 11-2 mark. But to their credit, the Wahine have also been success-
ful on the road with a perfect 5-0 record. However, the team still has
games remaining at Long Beach State, UNLV, New Mexico State
and UCSB.

The bout against the Gauchos on Friday will be a rematch of the
Jan. 21 contestin which Hawai’i defeated Santa Barbara 64-57. The
game will also mark the final league matchup between the two
schools, since the Wahine will move to the Western Athletic Confer-
ence next season.

The move could not come at a better time, according to Goo.

“There are some things that we will miss: especially the flood wa-
ters in Santa Barbara, driving through fog in Stockton, thé quarter-
mile hike to the locker room in Las Cruces and the snow and ic
slddwallw til ReW * --—--- e ~

The University of Hawai’i women’s basketball team has every-

from long distance as the
Gauchos chase Brunton’s
Hawai’i squad for the top
spot in the standings.

Although a select group
of players may be drawing
national recognition, no
Big West squad has been
able to crack the top 25
poll this year. The lack of
respect from national poll-
sters is nothing new to the
league, however. Last sea-
son the conference sent
only one team, UC Irvine,
to the NCAA tournament,
where it was quickly
bounced 88-55by #4 Stan-
ford University in the first
round.

Unfortunately, this sea-
son looks no different, and
with only six teams, notall
10, advancing to the Big
West tournament this sea-
son, fewer teams will have
the opportunity to ad-
vance to postseason play
and gain exposure.

Hawai’i tops the
league’s standings with its
perfect mark of 10-0 but
has played many of its
games at home. UCSB fol-
lows the Wahine, but un-
less it wins the conference
tournament, it is doubtful
that the Gauchos will
make the dance even with
its tough non-league sche-
dule. Last year’s regular-
season champion New
Mexico State Roadrun-
ners round out the top
three positions, but except
for Maxwell, the Roadrun-
ners have been inconsis-
tentthroughoutthe yearas

QUICKFACTS Y™

Location:

Honolulu, HI
Head Coach:

Vince Goo

(172-819th year) f
1994-95 Finish:

6-20 overall, 4-14
in the BigWest

(9th place)

i
N

1995-96 Record:
16-2 overall, 100 !

Big West

well as in league play.
The University of the
Pacific ranks fourth and is
dominantacross the front-
line. However, the Tigers
lack depth and scoring
power in the backcourt,
which has proven costly.
Rookie Head Coach Dal-
las Boychuk is keeping
Long Beach State compe-
titive in the middle of the
field, but the 49ers have
been surging lately, win-
ning four of its last five,
and could make some
noise in the conference
tournament come March.
UC Irvine, the Univer-
sity of Nevada-Reno, San
Jose State, UNLV and Cal
State Fullerton round out
the current standings and
each team has struggled
with sub-.500 records.
As the game continues
to emerge, the Big West
Conference needs to prog-
ress with it. And as Ha-
wai’i, UNLV and San Jose
State bid farewell this sea-

son to move into the West-
ern Athletic Conference,
the quality of the league
will be greatly diminished.
The survival of the divi-
sion will rest solely in the
hands of the UCSBEs,
LBSUs and CSUFs, all of
whom have recruited
young talent that will
hopefolly move the prog-
rams into the upper eche-
lon of women’s hoops.

This year the confer-
ence will also make
another change as it moves
its season-ending tourna-
ment from the glamourous
strip of Las Vegas to the
snow convered streets of
Reno, Nevada. Like the
men’s tournament, the
women’s field will consist
only of the top six teams
according to regular
season-ending standings.
This change will attempt
to prevent upsets such as
ninth-seeded Fullerton’s
upset of #2 UCSB last
season.

By Brian Berger

Currently Ranked First

Big West Media Guide

RAINBOW BRITE: Offto a perfect start in Big West play, Ha-
wai'i has rallied behind the success of senior forward Tania
-Brunton,who averages 17.9 ppg and 3.4assists pergame..
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VC SANTA BARBARA
Gauchos Gunning for NCAA Tourney

UCSB Bets on Backcourt and Bench to Spur Squad

point in the season, the UCSB women’s basketball team
must carefully look ahead in orderto avoid lastseason’s dis-
appointing conclusion.

The Gauchos stand at 15-5 overall, 11-1 in the Big West, which
places them only half a game behind top-seeded University of Ha-
waii, ateamthat dealt Santa Barbara its lone league loss with a 64-57
home victory Jan. 21. However, UCSB has rebounded nicely from
the defeat and will take on UH Friday night in the Thunderdome.

After opening the season with a victory over the University of
Maryland at the Hawkeye Classic Tournament, UCSB dropped a
pair ofgames to #5 University of lowa and USC. The Gauchos then
picked up a home victory over the University of San Diego to even
their record before falling to the University of Utah and Brigham
Young University on the road.

After the difficult road trip, Santa Barbara turned the season ar-
ound with an eight-game win streak that included victories over na-
tional powerhouse University of Kansas as well as conference rivals
UNLV and New Mexico State.

"We’re pretty much in a focused mode right now,” said UCSB
Head Coach Mark French. “[We are] nottaking anyone forgranted.”

Experience is a key factor for the team’s success. French returned
four starters from last year’s squad, which finished second in the Big
West, and is blessed with six seniors on the roster. Senior forward
Sasha Scardino has been the biggest surprise for the team this sea-
son. Scardino, who was always highly touted for her defensive abili-
ties, has proven that she can perform at the other end as well, averag-
ing 7.4 points and 5.6 rebounds per game.

Senior center Amy Hughlett and junior forward Amy Smith join
Scardino in the Gaucho frontline. Like Scardino, Hughlett has also
raised her offensive performance this season, pouring in 10.1 points
—second on the squad — and grabbing a team-best 6.5 boards per
game.

With the emergence of Hughlett, some pressure has been taken off
Smith, last season’s All-Big West selection. Smith, who was plagued
bya preseason injury, has begun to showsigns oflast season’s perfor-
mance as she averages 9.7 points and 5.4 rebounds.

While Santa Barbara’s frontcourt has been effective, the back-
court play has been nothing short ofspectacular. Notonly are guards
senior Dio Aguinaldo and junior Erin Alexander dangerous offen-
sively, they are also the top thieves in the conference, each averaging
2.9 steals a game, tying them for the top spot in the Big West.

Alexander has led the squad offensively all season, pacing the
team with 19.1 ppg. Aguinaldo, known more for her playmaking
than scoring, leads the team with 89 assists and averages 7.8 ppg.

O whning the identical record of last year’s squad at the same

QUICK FACTS-

Location:
Goleta, CA
Head Coach:
Mark French

(140-106,9th year)
1994-95 Finish:
17-9 overall, 13-5
in the Big West

(2nd place)

1995-96 Record:
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10-1 overall, 14-5

Big West
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By Brian Berger

Currently Ranked Second

Big West Media Guide

THREE-POINT WIZARD: Junior guard Erin Alexander ranks
second in the Big West with 19.1 ppg a .437 three-point field
goal percentage and a . 744 free throw percentage.
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NEW MEXICO STATE
Roadrunners Play in Maxwell’s House

Conference’s Top Player Hopes to Lead Team to Title

Currently Ranked Third

Big West Media Guide

BEEP! BEEP!: Seniorforward Anita Maxwell, whom some con-
siderto be the bestplayerin the history ofthe Big West, hopes
to lead the Roadrunners to the NCAA playoffs.

QUICK FACTS-

Location:

Las Cruces, N.M.
Head Coach:
Mike Petersen
(87-44 4th year)
1994- 95 Finish:

20-9 overall, 15-3
in the BigWest
(1st place)

1995- 96 Record:
13-8 overall, 8-3
Big West

PACIFIC
Tigers In the Thick of Conference Hunt

McAllister and Blaisure Hold Down Middle for UOP
QUICK FACTS-

team on the rise in the BigWest, and in 1996 the Tigers expect
to finish the same way they ended up last season, which was
among the top teams in the conference.

Although UOP lostto UC Irvine in the conference tournament fi-
nals a year ago, it returned five seniors, two juniors and a very ta-
lented sophomore to be one of the most seasoned squads in the Big
West.

“We have some experience with five seniors, and the returning
three starters and Christa Randall was our sixth player. So | would
say that we have experience at quite a few positions,” said eighth-
year Head Coach Melissa DeMarchi. “The fact that our team was
close [to the NCAAs] will hopefully mean they know what to
expect.”

Pacific (13-7 overall, 8-3 in the Big West) is tied for third in the
standings, largely because it has a perfect 5-0 conference record at
the Spanos Center in Stockton. The Tigers, picked to finish fourth in
the conference, are proving that their experience and ability to win at
home are valuable assets to build upon last season’s success.

“The biggest expectation is to continue where you left off. That’s
kind ofhard because as a coach, you wantthem to be ready from the
gun,” DeMarchi said. “Sometimes it takes players and teams longer
to get adjusted to each other and | feel they should already be ad-
justed. I think that knowing what it takes on a daily basis is impor-
tant. They know that, so they have to give that every day.”

Atthe heart and soul ofthe UOP squad is 6’1" junior center Kate
McAllister (All-Big West Tournament honors in 1995), who leads
her team in points per game (18.0, sixth in the conference) and re-
bounds per contest (8.5, good for fifth).

Also in the frontcourt for the Tigers is 6°2” sophomore forward
Missy Ross, an All-Big West Freshman in 1995 who has continued
where she left offin "96 by ranking among the BigWest leaders in ste-
als (2.8) and blocks (0.9) pergame. She also ranks highly in rebounds
per game (8.0, ninth) and field goal percentage (.548, third).

After UOP started the season with uncertainty about who would
run the point, senior Tina Miteko stepped up to fill the void and has
become the most prolific passer in the conference with her 6.0 assists
per contest. Senior captain Christina Randall backs her up and is
ninth in the Big West with 3.3 assists.

“l think you have to look at Christina Randall and Kate McAllister
as our top returners. Missy Ross is another top returner, who made
the all-freshman team last year,” DeMarchi said. “Actually, we
played a lot of kids last year, so every returning player has game
experience.”

The University of the Pacific women’s basketball squad is.a

Location:
Stockton, CA
Head Coach:
Melissa DeMarchi
(117-107 8th year)
1994-95 Finish:
20-15 overall, 11-7
in the Big West
(4th place)

1995~ 96 Record!:
13-7 overall, 8-3
Big West
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By Curtis Kaiser

icked to finish second in the BigWest in the coaches’ presea-
P son poll, the New Mexico State women’s basketball team

came into the season with hopes of winning the conference
and advancing to the NCAA tournament.

With a 9-3 conference record and a 14-8 overall mark, the Road-
runners have lived up to most expectations. However, NMSU ranks
third in the conference, due to the strong play of UCSB and the Uni-
versity of Hawai’i.

Two-time Big West Player of the Year Anita Maxwell leads the
Roadrunners. A5°I | ”senior forward, Maxwell averaged 19.2 points
during her freshman and sophomore years, 25.4 points during her ju-
nior year and 22.6 points this season — tops in the conference and
13thinthe nation. Her 10.5rebounds pergame place herat the top of
the conference and 15th in the country, while her 2.4 steals pergame
rank her third in the Big West.

Among the all-time Big West career leaders, Maxwell ranks third
in scoring, fourth in rebounding and firstin steals. By the end ofthe
season, she should be first in scoring and steals and second in
rebounding.

Fourth-year Roadrunner Head Coach Mike Petersen, who has
posted a 74-36 record with New Mexico State, isaware of Maxwell’s
tremendous contributions to the squad.

“Herjob isgetting hardereach yearbecause so much isexpected of
herand otherteamsare solelyfocusing 6n her,” Petersen said. “She is
not a flashy player. Atfirstglance, there is nothing that jumps out at
you. But Anitaisthe single most efficientplayerthat I've everworked
with.”

Maxwell is only 135 points away from becoming the first docu-
mented player, male or female, in NCAA history to register 2,500
points, 1,000 rebounds and 300 steals during a college career.

The Roadrunners have only one other playerwho averages double
figures in scoring, on a squad that lacks a great deal of depth. At
5711”, senior forward Share Johnson chips in with 10.4 ppg and is
tops in the conference and seventh in the nation with a .443 three-
point shooting percentage.

"I think this is an area which has improved,” Petersen said. “We
have four players who can shoot from outside and two of them
[Johnson and freshman point guard Stephanie Frisch] will be on the
court at the same time.”

Rebecca Fresquez, a5%6” sophomore pointguard, runs the offense
and dishes out5.0 assists per game, third bestin the BigWest. Wendy
Ray, a 5’11” sophomore forward (7.0 ppg), and Fnsch (8.0 ppg)
round out the team’s starting five.

New Mexico’s hopes ofsuccess in the conference tournamentand
a possible berth in the NCAAtournament rest entirely on Maxwell’s
shoulders.

By Michael Cachili

Currently Ranked Fourth

Big West Meiia Guide

TIGERS UNCAGED: SeniorConnie Blaisure and the UOP Tigers
have surprised many in the Big West this season. The squad
hopes to continue its success at Reno in March.

»



Daily Nexus

LONG BEACH STATE
ong Beach Fighting for Spot in Reno

49ers Look to Shot-Blocker Davis to Anchor Defense

well as a core of returning upperclassmen, the Long Beach
State women’s basketball team had high expectations for the
1995-96 season.

While those lofty goals have been tempered a bit by the 49ers’ me-
diocre record (11-9 overall, 6-5 Big West), the Beach nevertheless
has an excellent shot at finishing among the conference’s top six
teams and advancing to the Big West Tournament in Reno, Nev., in
March.

Long Beach is led by a trio ofseniors who all score in double fig-
ures: guard Akia Hardy, forward Kim Barfield and center Ja’net
Davis.

The 5%6” Hardy, who earned a Big West Conference honorable
mention last year, leads the 49ers with 15.3 points per game and is
tops on the team and in the conference with 6.7 assists.

The 5°11” Barfield, also a Big West honorable mention selection
lastseason, has beena force inside forthe Beach, pouringin 13.6 ppg
while shooting .519 from the floor and pulling down 7.2 rebounds
per game.

Before the season started, Boychuk had called Davis the mostim-
proved player on the squad.

“She came into the games as a reserve last year and did not see a
whole lot of minutes, and I think that now she realizes thatthis isher
senioryear,” Boychuk said. “I know her capabilitiesand Ithink she’s
shown up to this point what she. can do.”

Davis, a 6°4” senior center who has developed into one of the na-
tion’s top inside players after having come offthe bench for the 49ers
for two seasons, averages 13.1 ppgand 8.3 rpg. Daviswas named the
BigWest’s Co-player ofthe Week on Feb. 5, along with Cal State Ful-
lerton senior guard Shayla Bradshaw. She leads the conference and
ranks third in the nation with 3.3 blocks per game.

Having a balanced offense is a definite plus for Boychuk.

“lwantall five of our starters to be scorers. I think thatisan advan-
tage for this year’s team because they realize that the scoring can
come from anywhere,” she said. “If someone is being shut down,
somebody else can take over.”

Rounding out the starting five for Long Beach are 510" junior for-
ward Adara Newidonski, who averages 6.9 ppgand 3.5 rpg, and 6°1”
junior guard Michelle Esparza, who pours in 8.2 ppg and grabs 4.4

S tarting the year with a new head coach, Dallas Boychuk, as

rpg.
pgI'he Beach’s definite weakness is its bench, however. Besides the
starting five, only 6°2” junior forward Toby Metoyer (6.4 ppg) aver-
ages more than three points a game.

The 49ers, picked to finish eighth in the Big West preseason
coaches’ poll, are slowly rising in the conference standings, having
won four of their last five conference games.

QUICKFACTS -

Location:
Long Beach, CA

Head Coach: A
Dallas Boychuk 9
(11-9,1st year)

1994- 95Finish: |E
13-14 overall, 10-8

in the Big West

(5th place - tie) S
1995-96 Record:

11-9 overall, 6-5

Big West

VC IRVINE
'95 Big West Champs Struggling in ’96

Currently Ranked Sixth

Big West Media Guide

BASHEER DELIGHT: Senior Anteater center Allah-mi Basheer
averages 17.8 ppg, shoots .507 from the field, pulls down 7.7
boards pergame and blocks 1.2 shots pergame.

QUICK FACTS-

Location:; A
Irvine, CA At
Head Coach:
Colleen Matsuhara T
(40-91,5th year)
1994-95 Finish: .
19-11 overall, 126 A

in the Big West

(3rd place) E
199596 Record: R ¢
911 overall, 4-7 ¢ ‘
BigWest

f

Monday, February 12,1996 5B

By Curtis Kaiser

Currently Ranked Fifth

Big Wait Modi* Guide

DIGGING FOR GOLD: 49ersenior forward Kim Barfield teams
up with seniorJa'net Davis to provide Long Beach State with
one of the strongest inside games in the Big West.

By Jenny Kok

High Expectations Lowered by Poor UCI Performance

fter shocking the conference last season by winning the Big

West tournament, the UC Irvine Anteaters were given some
respect in the 1995 preseason coaches’poll, being picked to

inish fourth in league play. Maybe that was a little too much respect.
Eleven games into conference play and currently in sixth place,
he Anteaters (9-11 overall, 4-7 in the Big West) have yet to show
igns of life for the postseason. With the sudden loss ofsenior point

s
N guard Tamera Thomas, UCI will have a lotofwork to do ifithopes to

inish among the top sixand head to Reno for the Big West tourna-

ment. Thomas’strong defense was expected to be a key factor if Ir-
vine is to succeed, according to UCI
Matsuhara.

Head Coach Colleen

“Hopefully, Tamera will take up where she left off last season,”

Matsuhara said. “We need this to occur to be successful. Tamera is

trong and has provided other guards with stiff challenges.”
Thomas left UCI 12 games into her senior season after being un-

able to resolve personal conflicts with Matsuhara. Until her depar-
ture, Thomas was third on the team in scoring, averaging 10.8 points
per game, and was the defensive leader, averaging 2.11 steals per
game.

Besides the loss of Thomas, the Anteaters have been plagued with

other problems. Having lost its last three games, UCI continues to

truggle on the floor, shooting 42.3 percent overall and 41.7 percent
n conference play. The team has shotunder 45 percentin 14 of 20

games.

To make matters worse, Irvine is averaging 22.9 turnovers per

game. As a team, UCI has committed 20 or more turnovers in 10 of

the last 11 games. With no depth in the lineup, it doesn’t look like
things will get much better.

Any success that Irvine might have this season can be credited to

postplayers Leticia Osegueraand Allah-mi Basheer, who are making
their marks on the Big West.

Oseguera, a 6’0” sophomore, is tied with New Mexico State’s

Anita Maxwell for most rebounds per game with a 10.5 average.
From the field, she isshooting fourth-best in conference with a .532
percentage and is ninth-best with 15.8 points per game.

After being named 1995’s Big West Tournament MVP, Basheer, a

6°2” senior, has continued her winning ways by being one ofthe top
10 players in six different conference individual statistics.

g

Offensively, Basheer ranks fifth in scoring with 17.8 points per
ame and is eighth with a .507 percentage from the field. Atthe char-

ity stripe, she has hit 71.1 percent ofher shots, good forseventh in the

ol

onference.
She is third defensively in the Big West, blocking 1.2 shots per

game and is eighth with 7.7 rebounds a game.
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NEVADA-RENO
UNR Certainly Not Leader of the Pack

Currently Ranked Seventh

Big West Media Guide

QUICK FACTS

Location:

Reno, NV

Head Coach:
Ada Gee
(18-55,3rd year)
1994-95 Finish:
10-18 overall, 6-12
in the Big West
(8th place)
1995-96 Record:
5-13 overall, 3-8
Big West
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BOTTOM OF THE PACK: Sophomore guard Carissa Meyerand WO LF PAC K

the Nevada Wolfpack have had a rough season. The squad
hopes to finish the season out of the Big West cellar.

SAN JOSE STATE
SJSU Eager to Turn the Page on 1996

Spartan Freshman Kylie Page Is Bright Spot on Squad

ram, the San Jose State women’s basketball team is finding it-
selfatthe bottom ofthe BigWest Conference standings again
this year.

After posting a dismal record of 4-24 overall and 2-16 in the Big
West last season, the Spartans have eclipsed their record from a year
;ago with a current mark of 7-12 overall, 2-8 in conference.

A crop of fresh new faces could be attributed to San Jose's im-
provementas SJSU Head Coach Karen Smith starts three freshmen a
.game.

‘The factthatwe are ayoung team may be a blessing or it may be a
curse,” Smith said. “It’s a blessing because our opponents are unfa-
miliar with our abilities, but our lack of experience could negatively
affect our success.”

Freshmen Kylie Page, Natasha Johnson, Erin Irving, Becky Hunt
and Gail Dennis have made considerable impacts on the team by
helping the Spartans in offense and defense.

Page is definitely the diaperdandy on the team—and maybe in the
conference — as the forward from Australia leads the team in scor-
ing, averaging 17.0 points, while pulling down 5.7 boards a game.

Sofarthis season, Page has scored double figures in 13 of 19games
and posted a career-high 33 points against Cal State Sacramento.
She ranks seventh in the Big West in scoring and field goal percen-
tage (.518) and has been named Big West Player of the Week twice
this season.

“This season some of the pressure will be taken off Kari Steele, an
honorable mention All-Big West Conference selection and our lead-
ing scorer from last year,” Smith said. “We have other key players
stepping up as offensive threats, such as Becky Hunt, Kylie Page and
Gail Dennis. This makes us a more difficult team to defend because
there will be less focus on one specific individual.”

Steele ranks second on the team in scoring with 10.1 ppg and ties
forsecond in rebounds at4.1 rpg. The 5’8” juniorguard from Oregon
also leads the team in assists with 55 for the season.

Ranked eighth in the Big West, the Spartans have only two victo-
ries in conference, and those have come against UNLV and Cal State
Fullerton —the second-to-last and last-place teams in the Big West,
respectively.

C arrying on the tradition similar to its men’s basketball prog-

As a team, SJSU ranks first in the conference in three-point field
goals made pergame (5.1), third in three-point field goal percentage
(.315) and fifth in steals per game (9.2).

“We look to fast-break at every opportunity this year,” Smith said.
“With the new recruiting class comes a much quicker lineup, which
enables us to run with any team on the court.”

QUICKFACTS t

Location:
SanJose, CA

Head Coach:
Karen Smith
(30-70,7th year)
1994-95 Finish:
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in the Big West
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1995-96 Record:
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By Brian Berger

Nevada Playing for Pride in Remainder of Campaign

ference for three years now. Unfortunately for fans ofthe Wolf
Pack, the firsttwo and a halfyears were a learning experience
for the women’s basketball team.

In its first season UNR went 4-22 overall, 4-14 in league. The
1993-94 season proved to be even more disappointing as the Pack
wentwinless in conference games and mustered only a 3-24 overall
mark. The first part of last yeardid not look promising either, as Ne-
vada was held winless in its first eight BigWest games and produced
only a 2-13 record.

However, after the dismal start, UNR managed to turn its program
around, finishing the season with a 10-18 overall record and a 6-12
conference mark, placing the team eighth in the league.

Before the season, Nevada Head Coach Ada Gee was optimistic
abouthersquad’s chances thisyear. “We think a winning season isa
veiyrealistic goal, and we definitely expectto be a part ofthe six-team
Big West tournament field in early March,” she said. “If we can get
there, and the tournament is on our court, who knows what might
happen?”

Currently, Gee’s hopes of a winning season seem unlikely. The
WolfPack have struggled this season and occupy seventh place with
a 3-8 conference record and a 5-13 overall mark.

One bright spot for Nevada has been the play of forward KaTrina
Crenshaw. The 6°0” junior from Greenville, Ala., has nearly doubled
her offensive contributions this season. Crenshaw’s 17.2 points per
game has surprised many Big West opponents, but Gee is not sur-
prised by her numbers.

“KaTrina overcame back problems last season to become one of
our most consistent players down the stretch. She has tremendous
talentand the potential to dominate the inside game while also being
a strong force on the boards.”

While Crenshaw’s scoring average places her sixth in the confer-
ence, she isalso tied for third in the Big West in rebounding with 8.9
boards per game.

Forward leesha Donadelle assists with the frontcourt duties. The
6°2” sophomore ranks third on the squad in both scoring and re-
bounding with 9.7 points and 5.3 boards. Brenda Owens also adds
support up front in her first year with the team. The Reno native
transferred to UNR after playing for St. Maly’s University.

The Wolf Pack backcourt is guided by three sophomores who
have all contributed this year. Shawna Franceschini, who led the
squad in scoring lastseason, is second on the team with 10.9 ppg and
ranks 10th in the Big West with 3.1 assists. Noelle Fable is the three-
point specialist, having knocked down a team-best 17. Carissa
Meyer handles point guard duties for the Pack but has struggled this
season, averaging only 5.2 points and two assists.

The University of Nevada-Reno has been in the Big West Con-

By Alex Nugent

Currently Ranked Eighth

Big Weal Media Guide

WOMAN OF STEELE: Juniorguard Kari Steele has been one of
the few bright spots this season for San Jose State. She leads
the Spartans in steals with:2.-2-pergame.,
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9th Place UNLV Says Bye to Big West

Rebels’ Last Conference Run Is Not Memorable One

UNLYV Lady Rebels basketball team is looking to simply stay
afloat in the Big West Conference.

For Head Coach Jim Bolla, who justannounced this will be his fi-
nal year as Rebel coach, last season was perhaps the worst he had
ever experienced.

“In all my 18 years ofcoaching, I've neverhad a team with as many
injuries as we had last season. It was as bad as | think it can get in
terms of things going wrong,” he said.

Gone from lastyear’s squad were perhaps two ofthe greatest play-
ers everto suitup forthe Lady Rebels, guard Gwynn Hobbs and cen-
ter Tracy Titus. Hobbs finished sixth on the all-time UNLV scoring
list, ranked second in assists and connected more three-point shots
than any Lady Rebel. Titus,ended her career with 446 rebounds, an
average of almost five each game.

“What we lost with Hobbs and Titus finishing their career was a
known entity. Right now we don’t know what kind ofteam we have.
That works both ways because our opponents don't either,” Bolla
said.

Lostalso was guard Farrah Wynne, who was forced to retire from
playing basketball due to a plethora of physical setbacks.

The lone starter returning from last year’s squad is junior guard
Loriessa Randle, who averaged 7.6 points and 4.3 rebounds last
season.

“Loriessa is a leader in many ways,” Bolla said. “She cares about
everyaspectofthe program. She’s the kind ofkid you alwayswanton
your team.”

The Lady Rebels currently rank ninth inthe BigWestwith a 2-9 re-
cord in the conference, 3-15 overall. Once again, injuries have
plagued the team.

Seniorguard Desiree Weimann, junior forward Marija Sladojevic
and sophomore center Summer Peterson all have spent significant
time on the injured list. In addition, junior guard Elana Adams and
sophomore center Nakia Jones have both been suspended from the
team indefinitely for violating team rules.

A bright spot has been the play of Randle, who leads the team in
scoring with 12.7 points per game and is second on the squad in re-
bounding, averaging almost six per game. Senior forward LeAnn
Kazmer—who is second on the team in scoring, averaging 11.3 ppg
— also has stepped up her play.

Hoping to salvage what’s leftofthe season, Bollaplans to useaba-
lanced attack against opponents. But with only six players suiting
up, the task may be more difficult than expected.

“As of right now, we’re going to have a balanced attack,” he said.
“We’ll move the ball inside and outside and utilize the strengths.”

C oming offa season it would simply like to forget, this year’s

CAL STATE FULLERTON

QUICK FACTS -

Location:
Las Vegas, NV

Head Coach:
Jim Bolla

R

(299-114,14th year) n

1994-95 Finish:

11-15 overall, 108

in the Big West
(5th place-tied)
1995- 96 Record:
3-15 overall, 2-9
BigWest

D

UNLV

Currently Ranked Ninth

Big West Medix Guide

THE KAZ: Seniorforward LeAnn Kazmerhas been the Lady Re-
bels’ top playerin their finalyear in the Big West Conference.
Kazmer leads the squad with 6.7 boards pergame.

m

96 Fullerton Season Is Titanic Disaster
Bradshaw Keeps CSF in Games But Can’t Do It All

Currently Ranked Tenth

Big West Media Guide

TITANIC SCORER: Seniorguard Shayla Bradshaw is averaging
16.9 points pergame and shooting a conference-leading .818
from the charity stripe'forthe last placeTitam". * "

QUICKFACTS-

Location:
Fullerton, CA
Head Coach:
Dehorah Ayres
(31-72,4th year)
1994-95 Finish:

14-15 overall, 8-10 A

in the Big West
(7th place)
1995-96 Record:
4-16 overall, 1-10
Big West

v

espite the fact that the Cal State Fullerton Titans are in last
D place, the green squad gave the Gauchos quite a scare Feb.4

at the Thunderdome, taking the game to double overtime
before falling to UCSB 90-87.

With only two returning players, the Titan team consists mostly of
freshmen just getting a taste of collegiate basketball.

Senior guard Shayla Bradshaw and junior forward Kim Cram are
the only two athletes familiar with the Big West Conference level of
play. Bradshaw is the only full-time starter back from the 1994-95
season.

“Shayla is our stabilizer,” Fullerton Head Coach Deborah Ayres
said. “She has developed more confidence with this young group.
They look up to herand respect her. Her on-the-floor leadership has
been displayed more so than in her previous three years.”

The Titans (4-16 overfill, 1-10 in the Big West) collected their only
conference win over UNLV in mid-January but have suffered several
close losses to the University of Hawai’i, San Jose State and UCSB.

The Fullerton lineup was a question mark at the start of the sea-
son, especially as to guards. Although the coaching staffhad hoped
Bradshaw would fill some of the void left after former senior guard
Marisa Frial leftthe point, the sole senior starter leads the team with
an average of20 ppg in conference and plays most of the game at the
two or three spot.

“We need to get a lot of scoring from Shayla, and playing point
would detract from that role,” Ayres said.

Playing strong at point guard is freshman Andrea Thieme, whose
key three-point shot forced the Gauchos into the first overtime in
their last meeting with CSUF. Thieme averages 7.5 ppg in conference
play and displays tremendous athletic ability and talent as a
newcomer.

At center, freshman Dee Braxton has played an integral role on the
team, averaging 16 ppg and leading the squad with 8.1 rebounds per
contest.

“Dee gets better every day. She is one ofthe most talented athletes
we have had,” Ayres said. “She never was taught some of the funda-
mentals, so it is really exciting to see her learn things and visibly get
better day by day.”

The Titans may not have too many impressive numbers to indicate
they have played good basketball this season, but the young athletes
will gain much experience by the time the Big West tournament rolls
around.

The end of the stretch for Fullerton includes three home matches
vs. UC Irvine, New Mexico State and UNLV before the Titans go on
the road to match up with SJSU and Hawai’.
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Picture Y ourself

Dont miss your chance to get
pictured in the yearbook for free.
All you have to do is show up
with some friends, think of an
original title and you'e garanteed
a spot in the 624 page La Cumbre
Yearbook.

W h *  Infront of the yearbook
ere office In Storig Pa\aza.

WHEN* Wednesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Questions: 893-2386

If you still havent reserved your
copy of the yearbook, you can
still purchase a copy for $30.

Quantities are limited and a price

Increase is inevitable. So hurry

and buy a book today.

SPRING 1996
UNDERGRADS: Are you interested in learning about...

Language COmpUtlng?...take Interdisciplinary 15: Computers in Language &
Literature, enroll, code 41012, TR 100-230, Kerr 2160, Dr. Lew

M Sthlsm?...take German 169: Mysticism, enroll, code 41020,
y
TR 1100-1215, Phelps 3526 (GE: G, Writing, F2b), Prof. Weber

Youth REbe”ion?...take German 165: Youth Movements, enroll, code 50757,

TR 1230-145 [room pending, check with us]
(GE:D, Writing, DI), Prof. Hoffineister

b)
Hesse’s Glass Bead Game?.. take German 1725: Hesse Proseminar, enroll, code 19240,
TR 930-1045, Phelps 1508, Prof. Gottschalk

OrthOdOX Ph | IOSOphy and ICOI’IS?.. .take Russian 118: Russian Art & Theory, enroll, code 41095,
TR 1230-145, Phelps 1508 (GE: E2 and F), Prof. Spieker

One of Russia’s Greatest WriIters?.. take Russian 135: Gogol, enroll, code 41137, TR 330-445,
Phelps 1508 (GE: G), Prof. Spieker

Exotic Rituals?.. take Russian 151: Slavic Folklore, enroll, code 41145, TR 200-
315, Phelps 3523, Dr. McClain (GE: application pending)

ALL CLASSES TAUGHT IN ENGLISH

GRADS: Are you interested in working on...

Heldegger on Poetry?...take German 210, enroll, code 19299, Tuesday 100-330, Phelps
3507, Prof. Weber

M USIC and theratu I’e?.. .take German 210 or Interdis. 288A - enroll, code 50104, Friday
100-330, Music 2236, Profs. Kittler and Freeman

For more information, call the Department of Germanic, Slavic and Semitic Studies, at 893-2131;
or come to the department office, Phelps 6206.



