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Strange But True Tales of living and Driving in Southern California
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TUX & TAILS

Formal Wear + Tailoring

U.C.S.B.
STUDENT SPECIAL
Classic Black Tuxedo

$34.95

Shoes $5.00

w/tuxedo

>Fratemity/Sorority
Formals

>Same Day Service

>Wide Variety of
Designer Tuxedos

>ln House Tailor

255 N. FAIRVIEW #B
Next to Fairview Theaters

(805) 683-2144

Stricdy

FOREIGN
AUTOMOTIVE

Japanese & German
Repair and Service

* Engine-Complete
* Engine-Valve
 Electrical

e Suspension

e Tune-up

» Brakes

« Carburetor

» Fuel Injection

* Volvo » Toyota « Honda ¢ Nissan ¢ Hyundai
*TSMW ¢ Porsche ¢ Audi « Mercedes ¢ Saab

Right Here In Isla Vista!
----1 6539 Trigo p-r-I
968-5804

COUPON

$17.95 Oil Change

up to 5 Qts. of Oil
Plus Filter
FREE Clutch & Brake Adjustment
FREE 10 pt. Check
m..— 6539 TYigo Rd. « 968-5804 -
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Automotive Stories

They’re Strange... But True

Checking under the hood is fine for every day repairs, but keep an eye on that gas tank.

"UNRELIABLE

NEEDLE

Gas Tanks Are Liars. They’ll Fool You and Hurt You.

By Anselmo Watkins

unning out of gas was not some-  [>
R thing that had ever worried me.

I’m pretty good with my main-

tenance checks, looking at the

oil level, refilling the power steering fluid
reservoir to make up for its leaks. The
only thing I don’t bother filling is the
wiper fluid, since the tank hasa crack and
when I do fill it, it just pours out all over
the ground. As for the gas tank, well, it
and | have an interesting relationship.
You see, my truck’s gas gauge is a little

funky. Whenit's on the plus side of half, it
moves at a snail’s pace downwards. But
get it on the negative side of the halfway
oint, and it plummets down like a bobs-
edder. You’d think that it guzzled a gal-
lon of gas just to start the damn thing.

The gauge also never reads completely
full. You can put 20 gallonsin that 20 gal-
lon tank and it still won't read full. Ac-
cordingly, the needle can go aways below
empty before really, desperately needing
to goto the gas station. With that in mind,
plus the knowledge of about how many

See GAS, p.6A

£ Sarnys Cam era)

20200ff
Rentals

(Introductory offer)

Special Prices on lliford
Paper & Film

Student discount
available with I.D.

SAMY’S CAMERA

910 East Haley Street

Santa Barbara
(805) 963-7269
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They’re Strange... But ltue

When Bigger...

Choosing Your Next Car? Think
Big, Round and Spacious .

By Mortimer Trousers

igger is better.

Imagine that you’re really hungry and must
decide between a large inexpensive platter of
plump pastries-a-plenty and a very expensive,

yet elegantly simple, tray of lobster hearts. What to do?

Just remember: Bigger is better.

Better yet, you wanna be a NFL star? A hulking line-
backerorquarterback ofaman? Make lots ofmoneyand
play a mere 16 games a season? Of course you do. But
you better be bigger than cyclists.

In the automotive world, this dictum holds particu-
larly true, for a fivefold myriad of reasons. A big car has
special advantages when it comes to price, safely, space,
style and sex appeal.

Atfirst, Detroit auto inventors were weary of size for
the road boats as the heating and upholstery costs alone
would surely keep men on bicycles. But once cars be-
came especially popular —and oppressively smaller —
assembly line workers found it difficult to clunker ar-
ound with wrenches and crowbars inside teeny-weeny-
car shells. The giant car-makers soon found out what
those in Bavaria have always known: Make the car spa-
cious and the workers will have an easier time and a
more productive dayl So now a 30-foot Ford “mother-
ship” costs less than a tiny Porsche Carrera!

Safely alone should drive new and old car buyers to a
larger-than-life rig. The survival statistics of drivers in
crashed semi-trucks versus those in VVolkswagen Bugs
alone makes a 10-fold difference that one surely cannot
ignore. A beetle might cost less than a PeterbUt, but so

oes a Schwinn!

S Better

When driving across the countrywith a bunch of peo-
ple getting on your nerves, safetyand the car’s cost might
not make much of a difference. But this is where space
comes in. What could be better than a large station wa-
gon where you can take a needed respite from your
cranky nextofkin? Ina Civicyou can’t do this; ina Win-
nebago you can “disappear” for weeks.

Style is one of the biggest considerations in purchas-
ingcarsorwe’d all be in smalland veryaffordable Grem-
lins or Yugos. Instead, the freeway is riddled with diffe-
rent colors, tints and models. While there certainly are
very man?/ small cars, it is clear that the larger ones have
more style.

Wh?/ anyone is buying the smaller ones anyhow is not
entirely clear at press time. Ifwe look at the cars of die

See BIG, p.7A

GRAND OPENING/NEW LOCATION

'93 Jegp Whangler

4x4,4 wheel drive, 5 speed

Sale Price $10,988
Rebate -$500
College Grad Rebate* -$500

Net
After
Rebate

One at this price ID#244072

'93 PyrovH Cel

5 speed, 2 door coupe

One at this price I[>#029256

Sale Price $7,988
Rebate -$500
College Grad Rebate* -$500
Net
6 9 8 8 After
N Rebate

SANTA BARBARA WEST

CHRYSLER =« PLYMOUTH <« JEEP = EAGLE

, U
=g s

* [92-/93 College Graduates. See Dealer for Details

6290 HOLLISTER AVE.

964-9626

L|_

* Expires May 16th. All prices plus tax, license + documentation fee.
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LOOKING
for a
GOOD
Self-Service Carwash? 1|

TRY

DALEE |
CAR |
BAIH | ...

Great Equipment! \ IV\ET 750
Nice Facilities! | where you will indulge
in your imagination, and
5 O O vacuums |
— e experience the challenges
527 ANACAPA ST '1ff COTA ? of the games club
' m DALEEO
at COTA E 527 < Vo not hesitate!.1
One block parallel to % <
101 Open 11 am - 7 pm Every Day
State St-atCota -, 1 15 W. ANAPAMU o 963-2168
OPEN 24 HOURS 965-7416 | Games, Comics, Cards & Miniatures

SR T R T e T T T R T T T
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Graduating Students!

_ JOIN THE NATIONWIDE
Towing For Students JOB SEEKING NETWORK

CALL 683-3751

CLIP & SAVE IN GLOVE BOX!

e Clutch
» Brakes
Don't Get Stuck e Engines
Out On the Road! e Tune-
Bring Your
CarIn Ups
BeforeYour
Trip &
Well Get
You CONFIDENTIAL RESUME READER Employment Services
Read can market your resume to companies all across the country.
t y’(lo Through telecommunications, your resume can reach
0 I personnel departments nationwide, instantly!
Roll! »

Our services will increase your chances for employment
today!

"J Concrete
5940 OLNEY « IN GOLETA e For more information on how you can join the Nationwide

Job Seeking Network, contact Confidential Resume Reader
( ; O I e t a P.O. Box 90331, Santa Barbara, CA 93190-0331 or
call Toll Free at 1-800-933-0767
Automotive JOIN TODAY!
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They’re Strange... But True

By Arnulfo Schmid

ad luck doesn’t

kill cars, stupidity

kills cars.
That’s the

credo I've followed for
much of my driving life,
whenever some blowhard
would complain about
dropping his transmission
on 1-5 because he had the
bad lucktobuya carwitha
clutch installed by some
fool in Detroit who was
eating his lunch at the
time.

These are the same peo-
ple who say it was just bad
luck that a cop pulled
them over while gomg 95
mphon 101. “He appeared
at the exact moment | was
putting my Peter Gabriel
tape on. | don’t listen to
Peter Gabriel in the car
anymore,” one friend told
me.

Still, I’'m having to re-
think my credo these days.
A string of mind-boggling
events has led me to be-
lieve that there are people
who shouldn't be in auto-
mobiles. Not because they
have poor driving skills,
but simply because they
are Automotive Jinxes.

Anthropological note:
Automotive Jinxes can be

See WHEELS, p.7A

Your front end giving you problems? Deal with it.

>S g £\ F°REIGN CAR SPECIALISTS

“Goleta’s BestSince 1963”

|%ou’tine Maintenance
to Major Repair
685-2279

685-SMOG

« mention thisad «

MCLEAN'S

AUTO BODY & PAINT

Been in a CarAccident?

Call McLean’s - We Care

Making Repairs on Your Vehicle As Easy
As Possible For Youl

* Rapid Precise Estimates - FREE!
» Two Convenient Locations

» Car Rental Agency on Premises
* Full Staff of Professionals

* Traditional and High Tech Tools

* OEM Parts Unless Otherwise

Specified

* Manufacturers
Specifications
Repairs, or
Industry
Standards

Ask
About
Our Special ¢ |

uese Stydant ”

_ Discount! _

Unconditional

Guarantee
On Our
Work!

Goleta

683-1551
650 South Fairview

Santa Barbara

963-5851
301 E. Gutierrez

Discount Smog only $24.99 + $7 cert 1
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Introducing Full Size Motor Coaches
Restroom Equipt.

(Coaches not available on ail trips yet!)

CELEBRATING10 YEARS OF SERVICE
TO LOS ANGELES AIRPORT
MULTIPLE PASSENGER FARES FOR TRAVEL
4/1/93 THRU 6/30/93

GET OUT OF YOUR CAR FARES!!!!

SINGLEFARE:  $281-Way $52 Roundtrip 24 Hours Advance Prepayment
$331-Way $57 Roundtrip  Under 24 Hour Advance

$42 1—Wa¢y $78 Roundtrip

24 HOURS ADVANCE PREPAYMENT

COMPANION FARE:
(2 Passengers)

(As low as $19.50

per person)

FAMILY FARE: .
€] Passengers] $56 1'WaLy $104 Roundtrlp
(Aslowas $17.50 24 HOURS ADVANCE PREPAYMENT

per person)

(AsiauTk N 25
per person)

$61 1-Way $114 Roundtrip

24 HOURS ADVANCE PREPAYMENT

**SAN PEDRO CONNECTIONS ADDITIONAL CHARGE OF $10 TO $15
EACH WAY PER PERSON

Companion and family fares. Some Restrictions Apply!
DAY TRIP: $20 Roundtrip

*Can be used to meet family or friends at LAX or spend the day in L.A.
Both legs of trip must be within 24 hours. Advance reservation required.

SANK1BARBARA

wmipBUS
964-7759

PSC-1262
TCP-1262

w AUTO SUPPLY

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC AUTO PARTS & ACCESSORIES

SAME DAY SERVICE

ON MOST PARTS

Closest to Campus

We Give Student Discounts!

10% OFF ALL

Waxes & Polishes

FREE Tube of Sta-Lube Hand Cleaner
with any purchase

OPEN Mon-Fri 8-6 290 Storke Rd.
Sat 8-3 in the K-mart Center
M 968-9688
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THE LOOK"™

J/aturali &€enfj CtoNal EN&, jtyual

t/u tmakeSsuour'

Call Five Points Optometric Center for an appointment to try SoftColors. See
how beautiful vision correction can be. SoftColors translucent tint enhances
your eye color - making your eyes appear brighter and even more attractive.

UCSB SPECIAL
Daily Wear SoftColors

CLEAR SOFT LENSES ( )

FOR LIGHT EYES
Includes complete eye exam, fol-

Includes complete eye exam, fol-
low-up care, lenses and care kit low-up care, lenses and care kit
ExpiresJune 1,1993 ExpiresJune 1,1993

CIBANASsion
Keeping Healthy ByesHealthy

Five Points
Optometric Center

DR. ROBERTA. SULUVAN, O.D.
Califorati appointment « Moti-Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-3

3987-C State Street, Five Points Center

683-6644

OMMUNITY

h r o n i c G e a r

C

316 STATE STREET

THIRD RAIL" FUSION" KIK WEAR «GREED
SWANK «WEEDWEAR «LABEL WHORE
RARE GROOVE «SLIPSHOD «SUCKER

TRIPLE 5 SOUL «HOOD «STOQPID
PNB NATION* GAT'CRAZY
TRIPP NYC'MANTRAP'OLD MAN
PERVERT«BODY+S0UL
TYPQL ¢24-7 « JUNKIES ¢ DICKIES

CAPS «BEENIES « HANDMADE INCENSE & OILS

G9

@ )

ACROSS THE STREET FROM
SB ROASTING CO.
PARKING LOT #12

805.963.1920

ijusihi& L

UuU
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They’re Strange... But True

GAS: Always Stock It Up!

Continued from p.2A
miles | can geton atank of
gas, | feel relatively secure,
despite the inaccuracies.

It was with that security
that | jumped into my
truck for a run down to
Caipinteria, knowing full
well that the tank read be-
low empty. No problem, |
thought. I'll just fill it up
when | get down there.

So, when my engine
coughed, sputtered and
died at 65 mph on the
southbound 101 at 3 p.m.
on Friday, with cars all ar-
ound and a Celicatryingto
climb into my bed, | was
more than a little surprised
and disturbed. Actually, 1
was a lot surprised, and
pretty mad.

Following the rules of
Murphy, | was about as far
awayfromagasstationas |
could possibly be. I let my
truck bleed offspeed, hop-
ing to inch closer to that
purveyor of old dinosaurs.
I moved overto the shoul-
der, where someone had
put up some of those or-
ange traffic standards.
Rather than swerve to
avoid them, | simply let
myself fulfill a life-long
fantasy and ran over about
a half a dozen of them.
Still, despite that vicarious
thrill, and after all that
coasting, | was still more
than two miles away from
the nearest gas station.

There’s a certain feeling

of helplessness when you
know that you are stuck
without the services of
your vehicle. As you sit on
the edge of the freeway,
you know full well that ev-
ery other driver is looking
at you and thinking, “The
guy didn’t fill up his tank.
What an idiot” It makes
you feel pretty small.

I was in a hurry, though,
and not wanting to walk
along a freeway any more
than | had to, I decided to
run. This was a rare move
for me, as | usually con-
sideranything more than a
moderate walk to be com-
pletely outside the realm
of reasonable exercise.
This was an exception.

It also proved to be a
smart move, as 200 yards
down the road an older
gentleman in a Thunder-
bird pulled over and asked
me if | needed a lift When
| decided he didn’t look
much more harmless than
a school bus driver, 1 got
in.

Earl was his name, and
he told me that he usually
didnt pick people up from
the freeway, simply be-
cause it’s dangerous. But,
he added, I looked harm-
lessbecause I was running.

As Earl and | chatted, |
couldnt help butthink ab-
outwhathe mustbe think-
ing. But just as the words,
“Fool didn’t fill his gas
tank,” popped into mind,

he dissolved them by say-
ing, “Boy, | remember
when | ran out of gas.
You'll never make this
mistake again.”

I was just about feeling
good about myself again
when we gotto the gas sta-
tionand I had to suffer the
humility of asking to bor-
row a gas can. “Sure,” said
the guy with a big smile on
his face, obviously think-
ing, “What an idiot.”

Soon after, armed with
$2.43 worth of gas, I got a
lift back to my truck,
where | then had to begin
the delicate operation of
pouring gas into my car
while truckers, obviously
thinking, “What an idiot,”
blew their air horns and
came as close to meas pos-
sible without actually
turning me into roadkill. It
was a hoot.

Still, 1 survived, and
soon was trundling off
down the road back tow-
ards the service station to
getmy$10 depositback on
the can and to nut some
more gas in the old beast.
Soon after, | was on my
way, my horrible experi-
ence behind me.

And as | drove off into
the sunset, Earl’s words
echoed in my ears. Ill
never make that mistake
again. And | haven’t | ha-
ven’t run out ofgas since it
happened; last Friday.

BAGEL

Summer’s Herel
Come by and enjoy an

ICE COFFEE

on our outdoor patio.

Featuring 3 Flavors Daily:

» Bagel Cafe Dark Roast Specialty
A mixture of Sumantra, Guatemalan & Mexican

e Vanilla Nut
e Either: Chocolate Macadamian,

Irish Cream,
Hawaiian Hazelnut, or
Dutch Chocolate

jwm www” WWWWVWWWWWW W
685-7114 <6551 Trigo Rd. (Next to International Food Market)
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WHEELS: A Running Gag

Continued from p.5A
easily spotted by their fur-
tiveglancesat parked cars.
They know that they’re
cursed, and they try to
avoid cars as much as pos-
sible. Upon entering a car
they panic easily and can
be heard screaming, “How
do you turn on the dome
light? I don’t know how to
turn on the dome light!”

Automotive jinxes gen-
erally fall into two catego-
ries: car killers or cop at-
tracted. But one story re-
cently related to me by
Guinevere, a compatriot
of mine from a former life,
finally convinced me that
there are some peoplewho
can be both.

Kharmin, another bon
vivant from my party
dangerous hometown,
was driving north on 101
in the dead of night at the
comfortably illegal speed
of 75 miles per hour,
Guinevere told me.

Chatting along with her

friend Jennifer, Kharmin
carefully glanced now and
then in the rear view mir-
ror ofher pumpkin-orange
Datsun 210. And a few
miles out of King City (also
known as the biggest
speedtrap north of Ven-
tura), she noticed a pair of
headlights a distance be-
hind her.

Being the astute motor-
head that she is, Kharmin
correctly identified the
headlights as belonging to
a 1980s Ford Mustang.
Unlike the rest of Califor-
nia, however, she did not
immediately associate this
particular car with the Ca-
lifornia Highway Patrol.

Big mistake.

The officer who pulled
her over was apparently a
nice fellow and wrote her
up for going only 70,
which probably will save
her a few bucks. Guine-
vere said that Jennifer
thought the cop was cute,
too, for what that’s worth.

After the patrolman jet-
ted off, Kharmin discov-
ered that her pumpkin-
orange car had, well,
turned into a pumpkin. Or
at least the battery did.

The pair waited there
for the better part of an
hour trying to devise a sol-
ution to their problem
when Mr. Cute Cop re-
turned and offered a jump
start

He pulled his Mustang
in front of the Datsun and
hooked up the jumper
cables. “Giveitallittlegas,”
Mr. Cute Cop said to
Kharmin as she cranked
the engine. So she did.
With the car in gear.

After removing the Dat-
sun from the grill ofhis car,
Mr. Cute Cop was no lon-
ger as nice, and by all ac-
counts, no longer as cute.

I avoid driving with
Kharmin these days. Her
bad luck both attracts
cops and Kkills cars.

BIG: Think It, Then Live It!

Continued from p.3A
’50s— veritable pop icons
around the worid — we
see enormous hunks of
well-molded steel. The
classic Corvair and the
Bellair alone could swal-
low a sea of imports in
style alone. A Desoto with

rumble seats and tail fins
suggests the “Yes, | do
own the road” attitude we
hold in America and cele-
brate in Texas.

Which brings us finally
to sex appeal. It is easy to
be noticed in a large gas-
guzzling clunker of an

automobile—especially if
it’s lowered or painted
candy apple red. This
should appeal well to the
opposite sex who will find
plenty of room to explore
the insides of your auto.
This is one of the many —
and potentially the best —
advantages to a big car.
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uSONY « PIONEER « DENON ¢ ORION ¢ KICKER -« VIPERg

AUTOSOUNDS’

SALES ¢ INSTALLATION « SERVICE 2"
GUARANTEED LOW PRICE! }J
(0]
(0]
Studenf|l||H
Speciall!!
1/2 Off Installation %
w/Purchase of Cassette Deck
or CD Player 20
Car Alarm
$1 QQ
S
Installed! 0

5841 HOLLISTER « GOLETA |

* 31VDS0J QEOJVIOOa» H3MOM « QOOMN3M < 3NId"IV™

L ook To G oodyear
For Quality Car Care

WE CARE ABOUT
YOUAND YOUR CAR

LUBE, OIL & ONLY
FILTER o5+
CHANGE 1 0

Up to 5 quarts major 30-grade oil.
Most U.S. cars. Multi-grade $2.00 extra.
Complete chassis lubrication
on existing fittings only.

Please phone for appt
Light trucks and imports slightly higher.
$2.00 hazardous waste disposal charge.

FREE VEHICLE

INSPECTION
(A $20.00 Value)
Free with the purchase
of any service special.
We Inspect:

Brakes ¢ Tires « Shocks « Belts
Front End ¢ Cooling System
Most U.S. Cars

‘With coupon <Expires May 22,1993 i
|

e -m
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IN THE FAIRVIEW SHOPPING CENTER
191 N. Fairview = Goleta

964-4863

MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM

SATURDAY 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM |~ P | mmmt
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We put it all together

In the Daily Nexus' Wee

Every other Friday in the Daily Nexus you’ll find
the Weekend Connection—a section thats filled
with information about dining and other fun
activities round town. Things like Restaurants,
Entertainment, Bars, Night Spots... and more!

Don’t miss it!

Coming THIS Friday — in the Daily Nexus!

Daily Nexus



