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Softhall Sluggers Close Out Season With Three
Victories, Two From NMSU, One Over CSUF

Atwood Stars on the Mound and at the Plate, Notching Three Victories and Belting a Homer

By Michael Cadilli
Staff Writer

“It was nice to go out with a
bang.” — junior pitcher Stacy
Atwood

The UCSB softball squad en-
ded its 1995 season at home this
weekend with a sweep of the
New Mexico State Roadrunners
on Friday and a splitwith #4 Cal
State Fullerton on Saturday.

Itwas the Stacy Atwood show
all weekend as the Gauchos’ top
hurler and leading hitter pitched
two shutouts (4-0, 2-0) against
NMSU (18-43 overall, 7-23 in
the Big West) and used her big
bat to go 3-6 with a double, a
triple and a three-run homer,
helping Santa Barbara nearly
sweep the Titans (40-15, 18-8).
The Gauchos (24-35, 10-21)
took the first game of the twin
bill, 2-1, before losing a tough
5-4 game after blowing an early
4-0 lead.

“It was a good way to end our
season. Stacy threw great and
kept [both NMSU and CSUF]
hitters off balance,” said UCSB
Head Coach Liz Kelly. “You
can’t ask one person to carry the
team. Jennifer Merlo came in
and got an RBI hit, and Johnna
Mike got a key hit. It was a great
win. [CSUF is] #4 in the nation,
and that says a lot.”

With Atwood’s dinger, she
moved into firstall-time at Santa
Barbara in both home runs (8)
and RBI (60), after just three
years at UCSB.

“l felt honored and happy,
and a little surprised,” Atwood
said.

The Gauchos took an early
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Junior Gaucho third baseman Maria Costa comes up firing after fielding a groundball from a Titan
batter. UCSB took both games from NMSU on Friday and split with #4 CSUF on Saturday.

lead in the second inning in
game one against the Titans. At-
wood hitaone-outtriple to right
center field and junior right fiel-
der Merlo promptly lined an RBI
single to center, putting UCSB
up 1-0.

CSUF tied the game in the
sixth frame when Atwood
(15-19) gave up herfirstrunin 20
innings to Titan designated
player Senetha Thomas, who
cracked her seventh homer of
the year.

However, Santa Barbara
scored a run in the bottom ofthe
sixth to take the lead and the
win, 2-1. Sophomore designated
player Michelle Ray singled to

start off the inning and was
moved to second on sophomore
catcher Mike’s groundball. At-
wood then nailed a deep fly ball
that the center fielder almost
gloved, but which instead
reached the wall, scoring Ray
from second.

Atwood shut down the Titans
in the seventh for the complete-
game win, giving up only six hits
and a walk while striking out
four. Jennifer Mortinsen (17-6)
took the loss, also giving up six
hits and fanning four.

“When | was wanning up, |
was frustrated because my
pitches weren’t moving. But
then in the first inning my

pitches started working,” At-
wood explained. “Our team
played good defense. Maria
[Costa] made some nice stops,
and our outfield made file
plays.”

The second game started out
much the same. The Gauchos
drew first blood in the bottom of
the first when junior center fiel-
der J.J. Cannon singled to right
and was advanced to second on
a fielder’s choice. Mike came up
and singled to right center offTi-
tan starter Gabby Guerrero to
take the lead, 1-0.

The excitement came in the

See WINS, p.3A

Seniors Celebrate With Wins at Caesar Uyesaka Stadium

Seldom-used senior infielder Herman Merchan took advantage
ofa Senior Day start at designated hitter to pace the Gauchos with

By Curtis Kaiser
Staff Writer

With six seniors closing out their careers at Caesar Uyesaka Sta-
dium Sunday, freshman right-handed starter Matt Klein figured

thatthe bestway to sepd them out in their last home game would be

with a win.

Behind Klein’s (1-0) strong seven-inning performance, the
Gauchos (22-24 overall, 8-13 in the Big West) earned an 8-1 victoiy

over the University of the Pacific on Senior Day. On Saturday,
Santa Barbara won 5-3, while UOP posted a 7-6 win on Friday.

three RBI in the victory.

“I've been waiting for it,” said Merchan ofhis first opportunity to
start this season. “l accomplished what | wanted to do and had fun

with the rest of the seniors.”

Gaucho seniors left fielder Chris Prince, pitchers Ryan O’Coyne,
Pat Treend, Steve Lane, center fielder Doug Smaldino and Mer-
chan were all honored in a ceremony before the contest Prince and
Smaldino started the contest, but Treend and Lane had already

See SENIORS, p.3A
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aking up in the morn-
W ing is usually much ea-
sier in Spring Quarter

because, unlike most times dur-
ing the year when you dread get-
ting out of bed, this time of the
year presents something worth
waking up for.

The alarm sounds and a sud-
den burst of adrenaline rushes
through your body as you sprint
to the front porch to find the
L.A. Times or the Santa Bar-
bara News-Press. Frustrated by
the white string that never seems
to come off easily enough, you
toss aside the front page and
business sections and go straight
for the sports.

Foiget the nice color picture
on the front. Foiget the head-
lines. Forget the columns by Jim
Murray, Mike Downey and, of
course, Mark Patton. Flip the
section over, open the last page
and see hundreds ofnumbers or-
ganized meticulously on the
newsprint.

With no regard for the score of

But, as you wipe the
drool pom your mouth,
you notice that itdrops
on the New York Mets
box score, specifically
on the line of Bret
Saberhagen:287621.
The drool quickly turns
to tears.

the game, you hunt deep into the
Chicago White Sox box score
and look up Frank Thomas: 443
6. A closer look reveals that the
“Big Hurt” blasted two home
runs and swiped a rare stolen
base. Life is good!

But, as you wipe the drool
from your mouth, you notice
that it drops on the New York
Mets box score, specifically on
the line of Bret Saberhagen: 287
6 21. The drool quickly turns to
tears. Welcome to the roller
coaster world of Rotisserie
League Baseball, AKA fantasy
baseball.

Forthose ofyou unwise in the
ways of fantasy baseball, Tho-
mas’ numbers translate into a
stellar performance of four at
bats, four runs scored, three hits
and six RBI. For Saberhagen, his
numbers indicate two innings,
eight hits, seven runs, six earned
runs, two walks and one strike-
out That hurts!

Unlike major league baseball,
where the bottom line isa team’s
wins and losses, fantasy base-
ball’s bottom line is individual
player statistics. Thus, Thomas’
performance is enough to carry
your team, while Saberhagen’s is
enough to sink it.

Since its conception in a New
York restaurant just over 10
years ago, fantasy baseball has
evolved from a mere hobby into
areligion (orcult). Butlike all re-
ligions, fantasy baseball has its
pros and its cons.

Pro: An oftentimes slow and
meaningless ballgame can have
significance. For example, some
baseball fans might be inclined
to switch the channel during a
15-1 dismantling of the Califor-
nia Angels at the hands of the
Detroit Tigers. Not so for a fan-
tasy baseball owner. He’s suffer-
ing through the four-hour mar-
athon so that he can see Tim Sal-

See GEEKS, p.2A
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r Are You Tired of Waiting ~ GBS
in Line at Your Gym?

mon swinging for the fences on 3-0 counts or Cecil Fiel-
der stealing a meaningless, stat-padding base, which you
covet.

Con: Team loyally is thrown out the window. Ifit’s the
last game of the season and your beloved Dodgers are
playing the Giants for the final playoffspot, who are you
going to rootfor? The Dodgers? Try again. You’'re root-
ing for your star player, Barry Bonds, to take Tom Can-
diotti’s weak-ass knuckleball out of the park because
your roommate (a die-hard Giants fan) has already seen
his franchise player, Mike Piazza, go yard two times that
afternoon.

Pro: Like areal baseball owner, power overthe team is
everything for a fantasy league owner. As the owner, the
general manager, the scout and the field manager, all of
your pride, ego and shrewdness is on the line when you
draft Wil Cordero over Cal Ripken Jr. or trade Kenny
Lofton for Marquis Grissom.

Con: Marriageswith wivesand relationshipswith girl-

CLUB (full facilities) STUDENT SPECIALS GYM (iree weights & cardio) friends are doomed to suffer fora six-month-long period,

if they should last that long. For instance, if she even

2129‘0|0 ilrgggths Join With a Friend! 9’%909;’ !)_96\0“1‘5 thinks about saying, “Let’s go get something to eat....” at
3 ngglg 109,00 and Q&ta discount 3 pooplo 59.00 7:30 when ESPN’s Baseball Tonight starts, it might be

. time to tell her, “Don’t let the door hityou on your way
t” A I, ifshe asks, “D bout
Avoid the Crowds! Come to team and players than me?” it is probably time to it
down and have that heart-to-heart talk with her. Look
deeplyin her eyes and say, “When you make the ‘Going,
GOLETA VALLEY ATHLETIC CLUB s im o licerene o
ground youwalk on. Until then, ‘Go, Go, Get Out of the
. - Way!" of the TV.”

For a Convenient and Inexpensive Workout Pro: Male bonding. No explanation necessary or

wanted.
* Heated Fool « Sauna « Raquetball Courts Con: S like “AlbertBelle... re th )
Latest Cardio Equipment « Expert Personal Training 170 S LOS Carnel‘OS Rd You%r(]elpégtﬁ"lrg(\e/\r/]itr? nl"lyerc“)tiss:rrite I(-:?agie");?:(]jt?l jtuset:/nviasnh
to Maximize Your Workout » Great Aerobics 9 6 8 1 O 2 3 Todd Zeile would break his arm so that | could pick up
* Tae-Kwon Do + Shotokan + Kickboxing—Free! B Fantasy IeagUs owhers as heartless wannabes wh would
sell their soul for the #1 pick in their yearly draft. Lord
knows we’ve tried, but the most we could get for our

| #3 selections.
R E SII_II:')A\EPI\T_F é g-lr\IODCBEIFé-[(HRIGS :Al-\gs %EJI_’F\A)\ N _I_ sogfo\:NS:th da)sl?ne;tpl)?inlsis the second coming of Christ-
- mas. Each draft selection is a best friend for the coming
six_months. As in all friendships, some days are bad,
SPORTS EDITOR DANIEL SOLOMON!  MAY e e iiond o your roommate for arisnd o be
d later.

YOU AN D YO U R FAN TASY B A S E B A L L naggn: Eiiitt?([ar insults like “Roto-Geek,” “Fantasy Freak”
d I f ite, “L
TEAM L IV E I N H EALTH AND F I R S T P LAO E anH:degvgf,rZOSnAa, 4 Z7i\ﬁ)n”et1(3rom OKSi?’[Jy Puckett on any gi-
ven morning makes being a single, friendless, baseball
THIS YEAR. 000D LUCK AT SYRACUSE.  rnerd all worthwhile
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= Camping/Backpacking
SALES « SERVICE « RENTALS
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Watersports Equipment
& Clothing

Pool &
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Tennis Racquets™
SALES. STRINGING  DEMOS

N\

=Lovelace & Sons Inc.

5775 Calle Real « Goleta « (805)964-8703

* Oil & Filter Service

««B&I * Smog Inspections
N Courtesy Rides in Goleta
* Guaranteed Repairs

5 0O OFF Chevron

Any Smog,
Oil Change,
or Service Repair

OPEN#DAYS 6470 Hollister Ave.
At Los Carneros Way

S aemn g Chevron MasterCard

968-9696
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'Sophomore catcher Michelle Ray connects with an
offering from a Cal State Fullerton hurler.

VWINS

Continued from p.l1A
third when Cannon and
Ray singled to start the
inning. Atwood then
slammed her fourth
homer of the season to
dead center field, clear-
ing the bases.

Santa Barbara sopho-
more starter Megan
O’Brien kept CSUF off
the board until the top of
the fourth, where she
struggled, giving up two
runs on three hits. Kelly
put Atwood back in the
game, hoping for some
damage control.

“It was obvious [l
needed to make the
change] because they
had three [consecutive]

hits, and so | had to bring
in Atwood,” Kelly said.

Atwood also gave up
two runsto the Titans, ty-
ing the game in the next
inning, and both teams
failed to score again in
regulation. However,
Fullerton took the lead
in the ninth as third base-
man Chris Zboril
knocked in left fielder
Christina Wagy to take
the 5-4 lead.

UCSB gota runner on
in the bottom of the
ninth but failed to move
her over and lost the
game.

“l knew they had the
capability to come back,”
Kelly added. “We've got
to be able to put the bunt
down. We had our
chances to win.”

SENIORS

Continued from p.I
pitched in the series, and O’Coyne had received the start
on Wednesday against Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.

Smaldino closed out his home career in style, going
2-3 with an RBI and two runs scored. He also stole three
bases in the game, giving him a team-leading total of 14.

Smaldino had warm feelings about his career at Cae-
sar Uyesaka Stadium.

“It’s nice to end my Gaucho home careerwith two vic-
tories,” he said. “It’s been a good four years. I’ll miss this
place.”

While the seniors were the focus ofthe day, Klein was
the onewho shined on the cloudy day, mowingdown the
Pacific lineup. Hie hurler allowed only one run and six
hits in his seven innings ofwork, walking fourand strik-
ing out five. Junior Dax Groves threw two innings of
scoreless reliefto notch his first save ofthe season, while
UOP’s Kevin Sumter (4-4) took the loss.

Relying on his fastball to overpower the UOP batters,
Klein’s outing was successful despite the feet that his
curveball and change-up weren’t working as well as he
might have hoped.

“My festball was really working. 1t was my best pitch
today,” he said. “I just showed my change and curve and
then located my festball.”

UCSB Head Coach Bob Brontsema was pleased with
the performance of his young starter.

“We plan on himbeingabig partofourfuture,” Bront-
semasaid. “We hope to get him to startagain at Stanford
[May 19-21].”

In the first three innings of the game, Klein was spot-
ted a 3-0 lead by the Gaucho attack when UCSB put up
one run in each frame. Santa Barbara added a run in the
fourth and exploded for four in the eighth.

Junior shortstop Zach Elliott (2-3, two RBI) and ju-
nior third baseman Lou Tapia (2-4) combined with Mer-
chan and Smaldino to provide the bulk of the eight-hit
Gaucho attack.

Pacific, which scored its only run in the contestin the
fifth inning, had six hits, three ofthem from firstbaseman
Ron Lewis.

On Saturday, UCSB’s pitching and the game itselfgot
off to a slow start The contest was delayed for over half
an hour because of an accident on U.S. Highway 101
that slowed UOP and the umpires from arriving at the
ballpark. Senior right-hander Pat Treend suffered from
control problems in the early innings, walking five Tigers
in only two innings. Despite not having allowed a hit,
Treend got the hook from pitching coach Tim Montez in
favor of sophomore righty Jorvic Salazar.

Salazardid notfare well himselfin the earlygoing, giv-
ingup a run in his firstinning ofwork. However, he was
able to settle down and give a magnificent performance

("SanmyE£ Camera)

Variety of Student

Discounts Available

Vororts? ® *

*  o'eWite

20% off photo finishing

20% off camera rentals
(SB location only)

Discount on all photo
supplies

Cameras, Film, and Accessories
Binoculars

24-Hour Quality Film Processing
Video Cameras and Accessories
Video Camera Rentals
Videotape Duplications
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CALLE REAL
Lucky’s

5666 Calle Real

967-6969

910 East Haley Street

963-7269
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the rest ofthe way in earning his fifth victory of the year.
Ron Lewis (7-5) suffered the loss for the Tigers.

Salazar ran into some trouble in the ninth inning
when Pacific loaded the bases with two outs. Although
he appeared to be tiring, Brontsema made the decision to
stick with his starter and not go to the bullpen.

“I’m very proud of him,” he added. We did some poor
things, we did some great things, but the story is Jorvic
Salazar.”

Pacing the 11-hit Gaucho offensive with multi-hit
games were sophomore first baseman Brett Hardy,
Prince, juniorshortstopJoe Kemperand sophomore sec-
ond baseman Clark Parker, who also added three RBI.

On Friday, UCSB losta 7-6 heartbreakerafter holding
a 6-3 lead for three innings. Senior right-hander Lane
threw a complete game, allowing 12 hits and seven
earned runs, dropping his record to 5-3. UOFs Dan
Reichert (8-5) picked up the win, while Scott Mitchell
threw hitless ball for two innings to notch his second
save.
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Senior center fielder Doug Smaldino grimaces in
pain after being hit by Pacific pitcher Ron Lewis.
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ALL YOU CAN EAT!

685-1141
6831 Hollister Ave., Goleta

(Comer ofHollister and Storke in K-Mart Center)
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, 11 am to 9 pm

ISLA VISTA BICYCLE BOUTIQUE

BIG BIKE

DISC BRAKES « SUSPENSION FORK « THE ULTIMATE MOUNTAIN BIKE

~USED BIKES
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DOUBLE-DOUBLE
DEAL
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