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Go Ahead...

GOLETA U-HAUL

wants to remind you
to make your reservations
NOW for the trailers or trucks
you will need when the
school year ends.
Last year, demand exceeded supply.

CALL NOW & RESERVE
967-7872

GOLETA EXXON & U-HAUL

Next to the Sizzler Restaurant
1 mile from campus—
on Hollister Ave. & Ward Memorial Blvd.
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Taking Care of Your
vekeyourmeeCar! Let's Do It Today!

By Wade Daniels

Let’s face it Most of us
are semi-impoverished stu-
dents who drive old heaps
Uncle Chester pawned off
on us for beer money when
we turned 17. We also live
amid die salty mistofthe Pa-
cific. We’re prime candi-
dates for body rot

Itusually takes about five
or six years for corrosion to
set in, according to Dave
Boyds of McLean’s Auto
Body and Paint in Goleta.
One of the most common
factors that contributes to
body rot is design flaws
which allow water to accu-
mulate and eat at the paint
and then the metal.

Windshield moldings
and fenders are the easiest
taigets for this. Water often
accumulates in the bottom
of car doors, which become
clogged.

Although some body
shops boast that they guar-
antee their work, repairs
done on these areas cannot
truthfully be guaranteed,
since the problem is design-
oriented, Boyds explained.

These sorts of problems
have, forthe mostpart, been
eliminated in newer-model
cars.

Saltin the Isla Vistaair is
amore indirectculprit Itat-
tacks the paint, thus making
the body itself more vulner-
able to the elements. For
this reason, it has been
widely recommended that
one should avoid buying
automobiles from areas
where salt is poured on
roads for traction in icy
conditions.

Perhaps the best advice
for keepingyourpaintintact
is to keep it washed and
waxed. This may seem a
little farfetched, but, he said,
it’s only advice.

Beer cans, careless
drunks, meteorites—all are
common problems in L.V.,
and all scratch and dent our
fair autos, laying naked
theirfleshofore to the mon-
sters of the sky. But we
ourselves can at least slow
down the progress of decay
until we graduate and can
either trash the hunk or get
it fixed by someone who
knows what he or she is
doing.

For scratches and nicks,
you can buy some very fine-
grained sandpaper and
painstakingly removeall the
rust You’D probably take
outsome ofthe surrounding
paint, but that’s all right

Then, take a spray can of
silicon coating or paint
primer (both available fora
fewbucks at car-part stores)
and layer on a couple of
coats. You can also purch-
ase aluminum tape, which
helps, but tends to fall off
and looks really tacky.

Both of these methods
leave your car in less-than-
showroom condition, but
slowing down the decaying
may save you a good deal of
cabbage in the long run.

When body rot is ini-
tiated internally, the exter-
ior will have a sort of
bubbled appearance. The
paint won’t seem affected
much at first, but you can
bet there’s water in there
working away. If you can,
feel the other side and see
how far it has progressed. If
not, start sanding. If the
metal is “bubbly,” you may
end up makinga holeall the
way through.

There is a good demon-
stration of do-it-yourself
hole-filling in the May 1984
issue of Popular Mechan-
ics. Forstarters, you have to
tear or snip off every bit of
rustor itwill startspreading
again immediately. It’s kind
oflike operating on a cancer
patient

Now comes the infamous
Bondo. It either takes a lot
ofluck oran artistic hand to
make this look good. You
have to get it in there,
smooth it out as best you
can and wait for it to dry.
Then start sanding and do
your best to make it match
the rest of the car. This is
where luck or skill comesiin
handy.

Some people do body
work with a blow torch and
a sheet offiberglass, but this
doesn’t work especially well
on metal cars.

If your car decay is at a
very advanced stage, you
will either have to spend a
lotofmoneytogetitfixedor
just live with it (maybe put
some flowers in there).

Hints For Buying Used Car!

By Glenda Adney
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at the same time, these stu-
dents are most likely realiz-
ing that they probably can’t
fulfill all their summer goals
on their skateboards or
bikes because the rest ofthe
world simply isnt as centr-
alized as Isla Vista. In order
to get anywhere in this
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(Mooelug) need wheels.
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% Sure, you could take the

bus, if you don’t mind
standing for long periods of
time on street comers wait-
ing to be a victim ofa drive-
by shooting. And even
though taxi cabs oftentimes
have vomitand sperm stuck
to the seats, they can still be
kind of cool because you
sort of feel important being
driven around by a sort of
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chauffeur. Problem is, rid-
inga cab isactually more ex-
pensive than riding a limou-
sine, really. Por example,
it’ll run you damn near $20
to get from downtown
Santa Barbara to Isla Vista.
Forget it!

Unless you enjoy the
aforementioned humiliat-
ing modes of transport, you
need to break the bank and
buy a used car (unless you
can weasel some serious
cabbage out of your parents
for a new one). But, before
you do, in order to ensure
thatyou receive the most for
your money, here isa list of
helpful hints to assist in
your search for the perfect

set of wheels.
Check the Oil

When you locate a car
that appeals to your aesthe-
tic tastes, be ita Nova or a
Porsche, be sure to open the
hood and check the oil. If
the juice is black, you’re
okay. But, if it’s cream-
colored, shut the hood and
leave because the strange
coloration signifies there is

water in the oil, probably
signifying either a cracked

head or a bad head-gasket,
which could be quite expen-
sive to repair.
Check the Body
Stand in frontofyourpo-

tential automobile and look
carefullydown tireside ofit.
If the side of the car looks
straight, fine, but if it ap-
pears to be somewhat wavy,
be wary — most likely, the
car has undergone body
work due to some kind of
accident. Question the
seller about any previous
damage to the car. | mean,
wouldn’t you like to be the
first one to wreck your car?
Check the Paint
Besides looking at the
overall paintjob on the car,
take a look at the rubber
mouldings surrounding the
windows and doors. Ifthere
is any paint on them,
chancesare the carhasbeen
repainted, because in a car
factory, the moldings are
placed on the car after the
body has been painted.
While a new paint job may
not mean that the car has
been damaged, question the
seller just to be sure.
listen to the Engine
If you cant take a me-
chanic with you when you
go used-car shopping, or
you don’t know diddly-
squat about cars, there isa
way to check the engine, or
parts of it, without getting
your hands all greasy. Start
the engine and listen. Ifyou
hearatapping noise, known

as “lifters” or “tappets,” it
could mean a problem with
the top end ofthe engine, or
avalve problem. Ifyoudon’t
hear anything, putthe carin-
drive, push tire brake pedal
real hard and pull on the
emergency brake. Then
push down on the accelera-
tor slowly, all the while
keeping the car stationary
with the brakes. Ifyou hear
a knocking sound, known
as “knockers,” it could
mean a serious problem
with the bottom end of the
engine, such as problems
with the camshaft or the
bearings, a bad cylinderora
bad rod — in short, bad
News.

Other things to do in-
clude checking any receipts
left in the glove compart-
ment for past repairs or
checkups and checking the
pedals and interior for ex-
cessive wear and tear. Kick
the tires and slam all the
doors because if the car can
withstand that, it surely can
come away unscathed after
a confrontation with a tree
or another car.

Ofcourse, the bestadvice
isnottobuyaused caratall.
Save your dough, sell your
body, steal fromyourgrand-
parents and buy yourself a
new car.
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*BMW ;
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If you are not careful ...

By Matt Curplew

It’s morning. You've just
hopped out of bed, flipped
on the coffee maker and
thrown yourgear in the bag.
The fog in your brain hasnt
quite lifted and you have
many miles yet to travel.
You throw on a pair of nifty
white jeans, fill your well-
stained mug and hop in the
car. A job interview in dis-
tant San Francisco awaits,
and you've got to be sharp.

With brimming cup in
hand, you sidle into the car,
gingerly place the brimming
mug of coffee in the crux be-
tween your legs, and turn
the ignition. The cup feels
secure. The air is brisk. The
journey has, it seems, just
begun.

With a sigh of satisfac-
tion, you lift the fresh brew
toyour lips. In die same mo-
tion, you attempt to steer
withyour right forearm (the
one holding the coffee), ad-
just the leftside mirror with
your leftarm and merge into
some bustling traffic. It is a
delicate skill you have
honed to perfection, but
suddenly — Oof! A rather

LOOK WHAT CAN HAPPEN!

large truck comes barrelling
into view in the overhead
mirrorand Eek! a car comes
to an unexpected stop im-
mediately in front of you
and Whammo!

Once again you've got a
lap full of coffee. A new pair
ofbrown and white tie-dyed
pants to your collection.
Butthe sheepish embarrass-
ment with which you ex-
plain the new fashion to
your would-be employer is
but a mask. Secretly, you
feela giddy, guilty pride that
you have braved, though
scathed, the shark-infested
waters of drinking and
driving.

It is hard to explain this
feckless obsession of yours;
thatillogical urge to carry an
unfettered, sloshing basin of
gurgling waters into such a
precarious environmentas a
moving car. But it is more
than that. Mobile coffee
drinking, as any veteran can
tell you, isas much an art as
a necessity.

Some farsighted neonle
have cars equipped with

holders designed expressly
for a coffee mug. Others buy
coffee cups with snug little
lids that in most cases keep

spillage to a minimum. They
are cheeky little gadgets, af-
fronts to the sportyou cher-
ish so dearly.

The puristblanches at the
thought of them.

There isa certain sense of
danger — an adrenalin-
laced rush—that is feltonly
while driving with an open-
rimmed cup of coffee, with
the liquid caffeine vicari-
ously coursing to and fro to
the rhythm of a humming
engine. The feeling as the
wind whooshes through
your hair, the road roars be-
neath your feet and the per-
colated nectar sloshes
throughyourveins, and per-
haps your lap.

It is not a sport for the
luxury car driver, to be sure.
It is best undertaken in a
family-type car with many
years under its belts and
with seats faded to a gray-
blue shade that can with-
stand or absorb the worst
stain. And often has. A blue-
collar car, if you will.

Any old cup will do, but
styrofoam (the ozone be
damned!) is best Unlike
ceramic mugs, foam cups of-
fer the added thrill ofa pos-
sible puncture or rupture of

If You Want Your Car To Reach The Beach, Come
See The J-Team. Show Your Student I.D. and
Save $3.00 on Our Famous 14-point Service.

Goleta

6015 Hollister at Fairview

683-4100

Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm, Saturday: 8am-5pm, Sunday. 10am-4pm Expires fyli/91

some kind.

And don’t be.em-
barrassed to employ a plas-
tic lid on your styrofoam
cup, as these are usually ill-
fitting and easily displaced.

Cappucino isa no-no, as
it usually is buffered by a
layer of foam. The best mo-
bile coffee is a strong,
murky, bracing brew that at
any other time would make
you scrunch up your face in
displeasure. An oily film
should float on top. Cream
and sugar are strongly
discouraged.

Sure, it might spill at any
moment. Itis usually on the
veige of doing so, and most
often does —a little. But as
Nabokov's Humbert Hum-
bert would tell you, a fetish
unquenched is a life un-
lived. Besides, what’s a little
coffee stain gonna hurt,
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0 Foreign Car
Specialists

Routine Maintenance
CASEY'S GARAGE

To Major Repair
6398 HOLLISTER AVE. Pfi. 685-2279

ATTENTION:
UCSB GRADS

TAKE THE MONEY!

“You've Earned It"

Up to *2600*
waiting for you on the

car or truck of your choice.

Includes Rebates, College Grad
and 1st Time Buyer incentives
from Ford Motor Co. as available

“Drive A Little, Save A Lot!!"

100% FINANCING ¢ OAC + Se Habla Espanol
Come See The Difference

Hs PocC

c"F O R

234 No. H St, » Lompoc » (805) 735-7676

/ tv

Some of our car stereo names are famous.
All of our car stereo sound is.

We Carry

* ADS ¢ Aiwa ¢ Bazooka ¢ Boston Acoustics ¢ Canton e
 Harmon/Kardon ¢ Pioneer Premier ¢ Hoflo
* Viper » Ungo Alarm Systems e
K-40 Radar— One year guarantee against speeding tickets
Quiality installation — even if you do not buy from us.

Atleast 20 %
to all UCSB students

Off

on all car stereos we carry
Offer good through May 30,1991

AUDIOVISION

Isn’t it fun to own the best?

612 No. Milpas, Santa Barbara
966-7707 » Mon-Sat 10-6:30 Sun 12-5

Visa * M/C * Amex « Layaway < Financing Available
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ABC RADIATOR &
GENERAL AUTOMOTIVE

BEST PLACE INTOWN
TO TAKE A LEAK!

6584 MADRID RD
isla vista, ca 93117

24 Hour Emergency Service

BUS. 685-4050
RES. 967-4460

\olunteer.

American Heart
Association™”

MG = « Triwspli » Jagmr

Oldest & Largest Supplier Ot British
Sports Car Spares In The World

Top Quality Parts, Competitive Prices
Free Detailed Individual Catalogs

Free Quarterly Newsletter with
Hundreds of Sales Items

968-1041

MOSS  Give usa call or stop by. We're
just two miles from Isla Vista.

Moss Motas, Ltd. « P.0. Box 8(7 = 7200 HolKsta Anomie = Goleta, CA 93117

Foreign Car Owners
WE'VE GOT YOUR PART!
Discounts to All Students

A FULL LINE OF FOREIGN CAR PARTS &
ACCESSORIES AT DISCOUNT PRICES

‘DO IT YOURSELFHEADQUARTERS»

963-3361

909 DE LAVINA SANTA BARBARA

OPEN:
Monday thru Friday 8 am—5:30 pm
Saturday 9 am—2 pm

JIMMY Z

RB'S

MONTALVO
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Cars, Mechanics, Death

By Leo Werner

As Elmo lay dying, his
life’s blood flowing down
across the radiator, fan and
belts, mixing with the eter-
nal oil on the floor, an era
came to end. Or, more accu-
rately, an era long-dead fi-
nally gave up the illusion of
life.

And in my family, EImo’s
death also meant a new per-
iod of striving, looking for a
new meaning, a newtruth...
a new mechanic.

There just aren’t any me-
chanics like EImo anymore;
the modem mechanic wears
a spotless white smock,
with pens and a calculator
in his pocket. He opens the
hood, dons suigical gloves
and hooks up wires and
things from his “Analyzer”
into your engine
compartment.

Soon, after a brief flash-
ing of lights and whirring of
unidentifiable little motors,
a printout emerges. The
printout has an indecipher-
able list of “components”
and a number which is the
sum of your checking ba-
lance and your various cre-
dit limits. This is called the
“Estimate.”

Elmo wasn’t like that, not
even with customers who
weren’t relatives — though
most of us were. EImo had a
big, corrugated aluminum
bam; you had to weave
through a couple alleys and
a bumpy dirt road to get
there to find EImo weaving
through the garage cluttered
by his lift, air compressor
and all kinds oftools laying
everywhere.

Inside, every surface
seemed to be coated with a
layer of oil. | never under-
stood how it got there, |
never saw Elmo spraying
the walls with oil or any-
thing, but it was there
nonetheless.

Thethingwas, when a car
drove into thatshed, oreven
into the dirt lot where peo-
ple stored cars waiting for
Elmo’s attention, it
breathed easier. You could
see it or feel it or something.
The car actually settled in,
rode a little lighter on its
suspension.

Elmo understood cars, he
could listen to one, stroke it
a little.and understand what
hurt. Which might lead you
to think that, like all of the
male icons of the period,
Elmo was kind of stupid.
Nothing could be further

It Is often the case that tools, or “mechanic’s helpers,

repair.

from the truth — Elmo was
not only an intellectual, he
had, in his own small way,
reauchambeaued with the
gods.

Once, he explained to me
the origins of internal
combustion.

“Poor-Am-Eats-Us was
this god who thought man
should have the secret of in-
ternal fire. The other gods,
committed as they were to
the world order, warned
that if everyone had a car,
they would all get up and
move to California, thus dis-
rupting the hierarchy of
misery. A few also men-
tioned that some 100,000
people a year would die on
the highways, that pollution
would choke the skies and
that parking would be
impossible.

But Poor-Am-Eats-Us ig-
nored the advice of his fel-
low gods and brought man-
kind the means to make
everyone mobile. He also
displaced the prior icons of
manhood with the new,
greasier version.

In punishment, the gods
turned Poor-Am-Eat-Us
into a 1972 Plymouth sedan
and gave him one of those
“noises” — a “ping,” to be
exact. Every night, a squad
of mechanics ripped out his
innards, trying to find the
source, and eveiy morning
the gods put him back
together, complete with that
ping.”

You might think Elmo
was just telling his little

=FOREIGN * DOMESTIC

FORMERLY
OF WALLY'S

brother a story, but he actu-
ally worked on that car
once. And, knowing that he
was ripping the liver from
the very god who started it
all, ElImo worked all night,
all the next day and into the
weekend and the Labor Day
holiday, trying to make the
noise go away. He stripped
that thing down to its
molecular substrates and
concluded that the noise
was not natural.

So, knowing that the
comfort of the god of inter-
nal combustion was at
stake, EImo did what the
best mechanics do, he told
the woman who broughtthe
carin that the pingwas nor-
mal. It was just the “rudena-
tor” changing modes, no-
thing to worry about.

The woman went away
happy, and from that day
hence, no one rips the in-
nards out anymore.

But times change, the
wheel turns, and the gods
don't like to have their pun-
ishments thwarted. And so,
cars began to transform into
something else, something
evil, unrecognizable.

Where once under the
hood you had yourbasic en-
gine, carb, distributor and
such, now you got all man-
ner of weird stuff, none of
which makes the car go.
Elmo held off for years.

Knowing that the gods
who had changed the na-
ture of cars would just love
to get hold of him, Elmo
never worked on any car

come In useful In auto

newer than 1972

But, you know, it was
family thing. Along came
the eighties with the
smaller, fuel-efficient, styl-
ish little neo-cars, and
Mom, Dad and Uncle Pete
all wanted to move up. Too
much money just can’t
abide old cars, even well-
maintained ones. The pres-
sure was too much.

One day, | just had a feel-
ing. I’d heard Uncle Pete
had a new Fiero, but | was
sure he’d have the dealer
service it. But, | knew, as |
walked home, that some-
thing was really wrong.
Maybe it was that gleeful
way the weather gods
seemed to be making car
parts out of the clouds, but |
could tell that the universe
had shifted. | ran home.

As Elmo lay there, body
draped over the engine,
hand trapped in some kind
of device that didnt look
like it belonged in any car, |
understood that he’d died
years ago. Sensitive men
driving BMW’s and eating
all-fruit jam on croissants
had run over his soul; me-
chanics who get certificates
for this and that system
without ever learning why
cars go had ripped apart his
spirit. And finally, his body
had fallen. By the way, EImo
was named after a car, but
no one could remember
what car, or how the name
Elmo was related to it.

NEW OWNERSHIP
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