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Big West Tourney Equals Trouble for Gaucho Bats
■ #22 UCSB Loses to UNLV, LBSU; 

Team Awaits At-Large NCAA Bid
By Curtis Kaiser 
Staff Writer_____

FULLERTON — It was 
a game the UCSB baseball 
team had to win to stay 
alive in the Big West Con­
ference Tournament and 
be certain that the squad 
would continue its Cin­
derella season.

By losing 2-1 Saturday 
to the 21st-ranked Long 
Beach State 49ers (34-23 
overall) in the double­
elimination tournament at 
Titan Field, the 22nd- 
ranked Gauchos (32-18) 
completed a disappointing

Seth Bean
weekend that had begun 
Friday when they suffered 
a 6-3 loss to 25th-ranked 
UNLV (42-15) .  The 
squad’s hitting, which has 
drawn attention for its 
success in averaging 8.7 
runs per game, struggled 
all weekend, collecting 
only 12 hits and four runs.

Las Vegas ended up 
winning the tournament 
by beating Long Beach 
S t a t e  11-2 S u n d a y ,  
thereby earning an auto­
matic bid to file NCAA 
Tournament.

Santa Barbara won’t 
know if its season has en­
ded until May 20, when 
the NCAA will announce 
its  seedings  for  the  
4 8 - t e a m  b a s e b a l l  
tournament.

UCSB third-year Head

Coach Bob Brontsema, 
who was named the Big 
West’s Co-Coach of the 
Year along with Long 
Beach State’s Dave Snow, 
feels tha t despite the 
Gauchos’ two losses at the 
tournament, his squad de­
serves to be selected for a 
regional bid.

“We’ve played a great 
schedule. For them [the 
NCAA] to only lookattwo 
games would be wrong,” 
he said. “[The Big West] is 
a great conference. They 
should take four teams. 
We’ve seen a lot of good 
teams in the country and 
there are four — at least 
four—in this conference.”

On Saturday B ront­
sema sent his ace starter, 
Seth Bean (9-3), to the 
mound, hoping that Bean 
would rise to the occasion. 
The sophom ore right­
hander certainly was up to 
the challenge, pitching 
scoreless ball through se­
ven innings.

In the eighth, however, 
Bean ran into problems 
with his control. That, 
coupled with some con­
troversial ball-strike calls 
by the home plate umpire, 
led to two runs for the 
49ers. Bean, who walked 
seven in the game, surren­
dered a couple of base hits 
and base on balls to give 
LBSU its first run.

Then, with a 2-2 count 
on right fielder Mike 
Stembridge, Bean threw a 
pitch that seemed to graze 
the inside comer of the 
plate. As he began to walk 
off the field, confident that 
he had notched a strikeout 
to end the inning, home 
plate umpire John Gatson 
called the pitch a ball.

The next pitch was a 
ch a n g e - u p  t h a t  also  
seemed to be a strike and 
Bean began to step off the 
mound again. When Gat­
son called the second 
pitch a ball and awarded

CRACK!: The baseball squad had trouble producing runs this past weekend 
against UNLV and LBSU, scoring a combined four runs in two games.

Stembridge first base to 
score the baserunner, 
Bean had to be restrained 
from arguing with Gatson 
by freshman catcher Justin 
Lehr. Brontsema came out 
of the dugout to aigue with 
Gatson, while pitching 
coach Tim Montez waited 
until Gatson came to the 
mound to break up a con­
ference between him and 
Bean to let the umpire 
know what he thought of 
his calls.

“I was pretty upset,” 
Bean said. “The 2-2 pitch 
was right on the inside cor­
ner and the 3-2 pitch was a

change-up that I dropped 
right over. I thought at 
least one of those was 
strike three.”

Despite the loss, Bront­
sema was proud of Bean’s 
performance.

"We needed someone to 
step up and he did that,” 
Brontsema said. "I’m very 
disappointed in the out­
come, not the effort. Our 
p i t c h i n g  w a s
outstanding.”

Bean’s strong perfor­
mance was overshadowed 
by that of Long Beach 
State starter Steve Hues- 
ton, a second-team all­

conference selection who 
managed to handcuff the 
Gaucho lineup all after­
noon, limiting UCSB to six 
hits in eight scoreless in­
nings of work while strik­
ing out five.

“Their pitchers took 
away a lot of options, so 
did the defense,” Bront­
sema said. “Hueston de­
serves credit — he’s an 
outstanding pitcher.”

The Gauchos’ only run 
came with two outs in the 
ninth inning when junior 
first baseman Brooks Mor-

See LOSSES, p.3A
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Dr. Tom ‘ The Big Kahuna* Amberry, world record holder for consecutive free 
throws made (2,750), gave a Ippture in Rob Gym last Wednesday on the lost art.
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UCSB Women's Tennis 
Season in Review

By Steven Large 
Stiff Writer

If there is one aspect of sports that has been proven 
time after time, it is that a team’s ability to compete can­
not be determined on paper. A field, track, court, etc. — 
these are the only places where judgment on ability can 
be passed in the sporting world.

The UCSB women’s tennis team confirmed that truth 
this season, as it developed from a team that on paper 
looked to be a little light in talent to a team that, on the 
court, nobody took lightly.

The Gauchos finished their season having accom­
plished the three goals that Head Coach Pete Kirkwood 
had set before the season started: beating a top 15 na­
tionally ranked team, winning the Big West Conference 
and attaining an NCAA regional berth.

UCSB beat Brigham Young University on Feb. 6 to 
complete its first mission, then won the Big West Confer­
ence with a victory over UNLV on April 27 for its sixth 
straight title.

The Gauchos’ season came to an end in the first round 
of that NCAA regional berth last Thursday, when the 
team lost to #11 Pepperdine 6-0.

Santa Barbara finished the season ranked 32nd in the 
nation with a 14-13 record, not exactly overwhelming 
numbers for a team that two seasons ago ranked 17th na­
tionwide. But as in any collegiate sport, player personnel 
has a high turnover rate, and this season UCSB played 
with a lineup that only produced wins from its top four 
singles players and top two doubles teams.

A loss from any two of thoset six matches meant a loss .
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Waiting
Game

By Brian Berger

Fu l l e r t o n  — Let 
the game begin — 
the waiting game, 
that is.

The UCSB baseball 
team suffered two heart­
breaking  defeats th is 
weekend at the Big West 
Tournament held at Cal 
State Ful ler ton.  The 
Gauchos’ regular season 
came to an end as they 
dropped a pair of highly 
competitive games to their 
archrivals UNLV and 
Long Beach State, 6-3 on 
Friday and 2-1 on Satur­
day, respectively.

With its less than per­
fect performances, Santa 
Barbara (32-18) must now 
wait (what will seem like 
an eternity) until May 20, 
when the 48-team field for 
the NCAA regionals will 
be announced. There are 
two hurdles UCSB must 
overcome if it is to advance 
to the postseason, which 
begins May 23.

The first is that the 
NCAA has never been 
kind to West Coast base­
ball. Last year the commit­
tee selected only seven 
squads for the playoffs and 
grouped four of them in 
the same region, but the 
one team that caught a 
break was the Titans, who 
went on to take the na­
tional title.

C o m in g  i n t o  t h i s  
weekend,  eight W est 
Coast teams were ranked 
in at least one of the na­
tion’s three top 25 polls. In 
that list reside three teams 
from the Pac 10, one from 
the Western Athletic Con­
ference and four from our 
own Big W est 

It seems the Gauchos 
should have no worries 
about their playoff future, 
but the team is probably in 
a panic. A year ago the 
selection crew invited only 
two teams from the Big 
West despite the Univer­
sity of Nevada-Reno’s 
35-18 overall record and 
third-place conference 
finish.

This season the Big 
West’s top four teams are 
all ranked in the three ma­
jor polls, and to confuse 
the matter more, all four 
have picked up the mini­
mum 30 wins (which has 
been the magic number to 
qualify for the NCAAs).

“I believe that this con­
férence deserves four 
teams in the regionals,” 
said LBSU Head Coach 
Dave Snow after his squad 
had defeated the Gauchos 
on Saturday. ‘This is a 
tough conference with 
some of the nation’s best 
teams.”

The second hurdle  
Santa Barbara must deal 
with is a bit more serious. 
While the NCAA has trad­
itionally been hard on the 
West, it has specifically 
been brutal on UCSB. If 
you look at this year alone, 
the Gauchos have been 
snubbed by selection com­
mittees in many sports.

Seé NCAA»,1 p.3A -
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Read the Daily Nexus’ Weekend Connection
Every other Friday in the Daily Nexus you’ll find the Weekend 
Connection— a special section filled with information about 

dining and other fun activities 'round town. Like Night Spots, 
Entertainment, Bars, Restaurants...and more.

Don’t miss it— Friday!

Daily Nexus
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ris blasted his third homer 
of the season, a shot just 
over the right-field fence 
off Long Beach closer 
Ryan Brannon, a first- 
t e a m  a l l - c o n f e r e n c e  
selection.

Snow said his team’s 
continued success against 
the Gauchos — Long 
Beach won all four meet­
ings between the two 
squads this season — can 
be attributed to his pitch­
ing staff.

Bob Brontsema
“I think it’s a credit to 

our pitching,” he said. 
“Our guys have pitched as 
well as they have all year 
against Santa Barbara.” 

F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n  
a g a in s t  2 5 t h - r a n k e d  
UNLV, UCSB sent its hot­
test pitcher to the mound, 
hoping to put itself in the 
tou rn am en t ’s winners 
bracket and take some 
pressure off the team in the 
second game.

Junior Brian Noyes, 
boasting a 2.77 ERA in his 
previous 22 innings, con­
tinued his hot pitching 
early in the game, giving up 
just one run through five 
innings. Hie bad news for 
the Gauchos was that the

UNLV 6 . UCSB 3
UCSB 0 0 0 ) 0 0 1 1 0  3 5 4
UNLV 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 3  6 8  0

Noyes, Mnton (8) and Lehr. LaRosa. Bauder 
(8), Luce (9) and Neiner.

E • Lehr, Parker, Tapia 2.
3B - Young.
HR - Wilkes (9)
SB - Weitzman, Tanner.
WP: Bauder (8-3) LR Noyes (5-3).

Rebels' starter Tom LaR­
osa, a first-team  a ll­
conference selection, was 
pitching just as well, re­
sulting in a 1-1 tie through 
five innings.

In the sixth inning, 
however, Las Vegas began 
to get to Noyes, scoring 
one run in the sixth and 
seventh and putting two 
men on base in the eighth 
with one out before Bront­
sema went to the bullpen 
for junior closer John 
Minton.

With one out and run­
ners on second and third, 
UNLV right fielder Ted 
Wilkes worked Minton to 
a 3-1 count. Instead of 
pitching an intentional 
ball to Wilkes to walk him 
and load the bases, UCSB 
elected to pitch to the 
eighth-place hitter. Wilkes 
greeted the Minton fast­
ball by sending it over the 
center field fence for a 
three-run home run, his 
ninth of the season.

UCSB center fielder 
Wynter Phoenix was the 
only Gaucho to collect 
two hits in the game. 
Wilkes and third baseman 
Ryan Hankins each deliv­
ered two hits for the 
Rebels.

Although the Gauchos 
put one run on the board 
in the seventh and eighth 
innings, it wasn’t enough 
and UNLV came away 
with the 6-3 win to ad­
vance to Saturday’s game 
against fifth-ranked Cal 
State Fullerton. The Re­
bels won that game 9-8 
and moved to the tourna­
ment championship game 
Sunday agains t Long 
Beach State. Defending 
national and conference 
c h a m p i o n  F u l l e r t o n  
(42-12) was eliminated Sa­
turday evening by Long 
Beach State 13-9.

LBSU 2, UCSB 1
UCSB 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1  1 7 1 
LBSU 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2  2 8 1

Bean and Lehr. Hues ton, Brarman (9) and 
Snow.

E • Parker, Snow.
3B • Knupfer 
HR • Maris (3)
SB - Hardy
Winner: Hueston (6-3) IP: Bean (9-3).

M B k

C O N F E R E N C E

1996 Big West Conference Baseball Tournament
Friday, M ay 11 S aturday, M ay 11 Sunday, M ay 12

# 2  seed  IJN T .V
U N L V a t Cal State Fullerton

G a m e  1 G a m e  1 zoinner
# 3 seed  U C S B U N L V
#1 seed  r.nSTT G a m e  4 zoinner

G a m e  2 C S U F
G a m e  2 zoinner#4 seed CSUF G a m e  6 U N L V

U C S B T ou rn a m en t
Garne 1 loser 

Game 3 . L B S U C h a m p io n
J L B ò ' €J L B S UGame 2 loser Game 5

C S U F G a m e  5 zoinner
Game 4 loser

NCAAs been able to win the big 
games in recent years. SEASON

Continued from p.lA
The women’s volleyball 

squad did not receive a 
first-round bye, men’s vol­
leyball wasn’t invited to 
the Final Four and wo­
men’s basketball was not 
granted an at-laige bid de­
spite winning the regular- 
season title.

Some believe that the 
hiring of Gaiy Cunning­
ham as UCSB’s athletic di­
rector last summer would 
smooth out the bumpy re­
lationship with the NCAA 
selec tion committees.  
However, one man can do 
only so much and the main 
reason for Santa Barbara’s 
lack of respect is simple — 
the Gauchos have not

Had UCSB been able to 
capture just one game in 
the three-day tourney this 
weekend, the Gauchos 
would have all but re­
served the hotel rooms (as­
suming they knew which 
region they’d be in). In­
stead, the team was the 
first to be eliminated and 
the first to begin lobbying 
for a second chance.

Whatever the result, 
Santa Barbara enjoyed its 
most successful season in 
recent history and has no­
thing to be ashamed of. 
Still, I’m sure it would be 
nice to be playing ball on 
Memorial Day, instead of 
frisbee at the beach.

Continued from p.lA
for the team. Consequently, the Gauchos played in more 
than their fair share of close contests — 10 of their 14 
wins were by a 5-4 score while five losses were also by the 
score of 5-4.

Santa Barbara’s ability to win the close matches twice 
as often as it lost them can be attributed to the match 
toughness that its top hitters showed all season. That 
toughness has brought the players some individual 
awards now that the team’s season has ended. UCSB’s 
#1 singles player, senior Jean Okada, ranked 25th in the 
country, has earned a trip to the individual NCAA na­
tionals, as has the Gauchos’ #1 doubles team of seniors 
Amelia White and Kelly Spencer, ranked 12th 
nationwide.

Okada and White were also named to the singles’ Big 
West all-conference first team, while UCSB’s top two 
doubles teams of White and Spencer and junior Page 
Bartelt and Okada were named to the doubles’ Big West 
all-conference first team.

Bartelt and Spencer were also named to the singles’ 
all-conference second team.

Yo u r  p h y s iq u e ,
HAIRSTYLE, AND CLOTHES 

REFLECT THE IMAGE YOU WANT 

TO CONVEY. BUT UNWANTED 

HAIR CAN DETRACT FROM THE 

LOOK YOU HAVE CAREFULLY 

CRAFTED THROUGH EXERCISE 

AND HIGH FASHION -  LEAVING 

YOU FEELING LESS CONFIDENT 

THAN YOU SHOULD ABOUT YOUR 

APPEARANCE.

LET ELECTROLYSIS HELP. IT'S 

THE ONLY FORM OF PERMANENT 

HAIR REMOVAL. AND IT’S SAFE.

ASSOCIATED__________

ELECTROLYSIS
$15 -1 /2  hr. session

569-1249
16 W . Mission, Suite 1
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The UCSB way to say a special 
Happy Birthday to your friends, 
roomies or significant others — 
through the Daily Nexus.

Show them you care with a 
personalized greeting from you — 
published in the Nexus Classifieds 

Come to the Nexus Ad Office, 
Storke Tower room 1041 or call 
893-3828 for more information.

bcfkr. it/Cai(
im .

im i 5 m  

b o o m te  i ^



4 A  Monday, May 13,1996 Daily Nexus

n SUN TIME
SUN TANNING CENTER

SINCE 1980

n

FAKE-N-BAKE
ALL YOUR FRIENDS DO IT, BUT 

THEY’ RE EMBARRASSED TO TELL YOU
& Best Prices & Service.

Stereo in Each Room.
¥  7 Tanning Beds - 1  Stand Up.
^  Top Quality Tanning Lamps.

1.5 Miles From UCSB.
¥  10 Tans for $40.

Summer is Almost Here.
#  Free Candy.

SUN TIME -  A FULL SERVICE SALON
Recom m ended for control o f ACNE, PSORIASIS and ECZEMA

m
ATM

OPEN EVERYDAY
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM  
SAT-SUN 8AM-5PM

967-8983
5 8 5 8  H O L L IS T E R  A V E N U E

B

MEDITERRANEAN
M O N D A Y

Wine and dinner for only $10!

Start with a glass o f Chianti or chardonnay, specially selected by 
chefL. Martin to complement your meal. Choose between two 

delightful pasta entrees, each prepared with the freshest seafood, 
beef or poultry available. Add a small Caesar salad...and enjoy!

Sell it Loud
in th e  Nexus C lassifieds

Come on over to our Advertising Office, 
under Storke Tower (Rm. 1041)

M-F 8-5 (open during lunch)
, ,  , ,  C a ll 893-3829, for m ore info , : . . . ,  .


