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Alameda A
Spotlight Youth

By Suzanne Gamer

S anta Barbara Earth Day Coalition will hold its 
fifth annual Festival thus Sunday in Alameda 
Park, welcoming community members to par­
ticipate in activities aimed at entertaining au­

diences of all ages, while providing education about 
ecological issues from a local to a global scale.

lilis year's theme, “Un Solo Mundo for Our Youth: 
One World Para Nuestras Jóvenes,” was chosen to re­
flect the diverse and all-encompassing nature of Earth 
Day 1994 within the local community, according to ac­
tivity coordinators.

Event Coordinator Elan Sutton said that 
the steering committee, which has worked 
on this Sunday’s festivities throughout the 
year, aimed to create an atmosphere open 
to youth and families.

“Kids don’t always know that they have 
a voice.... They don’t volunteer—you have 
to go to them,” she said.

Over 80 environmental groups reserved 
space to present information and intro­
duce new ideas, products and volunteer 
opportunities. From crafts and games for 
children, to setups displaying local wildlife 
and numerous musicians, including the 
Cache Valley Drifters, John Wilcoxand Bill 
Flores, Alameda Park will not be short of 
attractions.

While the day promises to entertain and 
promote progressive consciousness, Steer­
ing Committee President Jennifer Scholl 
noted one area Santa Barbara Earth Day 
organizers have fallen short in the past.

“Our real goal was to reach out to local 
minority youth. In the past we haven’t had 
a large minority participation, so we 
wanted to embody that in our goal,” she 
said. “We’ve been real successful, but a fai­
lure we’ve had and tried to repair this year 
is to reach out to the Hispanic community

Anisq' Oyo' to See 
Flood of

By Suzanne Gamer
arth Day in Isla Vista— a weekend of bands, 
celebration, environmentalists out in full 
force and masses of people spilling through 
the streets with heightened consciousness af­

ter a day of enlightenment 
Can you imagine it any other way?
Anisq’ Oyo’ Park will see a barrage of activity this 

weekend as political speakers, musicians, the fanner’s 
market and about 30 environmental groups pour into 
the park to celebrate Earth Day.

The event, put on by the Associated Stu­
dents Environmental Affairs Board and 
two local residents is entitled “Concert for 
the Earth,” and aims to educate the com­
munity through festivities, speeches and 
displays.

A long list of bands will appear including 
Liquid Sunshine, The Fuzz, Rain, Graceful 
Punks, Mad Dogs and others. Among the 
speakers will be UCSB Lecturer Daniel 
Sheehan, Assembly candidate Mindy 
Lorenz, 3rd District Supervisor Bill Wal­
lace and EAB co-Chair Giancarlo Cetrulo.

The EAB became involved in the fund­
ing and organizing of Earth Day activities 
after a proposition from two Isla Vistans 
who had rented out the park for the 
weekend for the purpose of holding Earth 
Day events. “We wanted to do something 
for the community and for the Earth ... 
something that people won’t forget around 
here,” said Jeff Cohn, a Santa Barbara City 
College student.

Conn and Rick Foote, who split the 
$1,000 cost that the project demanded, 
plan to be amongst the bands that will play 
during the two-day extravaganza. “It 
started out as a concert and it’s turning into 
a festival,” Cohn added.

While bands and speakers may be the

Local Events:
• A lam eda Park: Sun. April  24 

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

• Anisq '  Oyo' Park: Sat. April  24 
noon  to 10:00p.m.

Sun April  24 noon  to 5:00 p.m. 
Chi ld ren 's  fes t iva l  Sat. & 

Sun noon  to 3:00 p.m.
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To Some,

Is Everyday
Global Environmentalist Organization, Surfrider, Is the Latest to Join the Ranks of Ecologically

Conscious Groups on Campus. By Louise Tutt

The global environ­
mental organiza­
t io n  S u r f r id e r  
could not have 

been designed better forstu- 
dents at UCSB. Founded on 
the concept of surfers pre­
serving the waves and 
beaches for the enjoyment 
of their craft, the organiza­
tion has grown to encom­
pass all aspects of environ­
mental conservation.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, 
UCSB is the first college to 
have the group as a regis­
tered campus oiganization, 
working with the down­
town chapter to maintain 
the beauty of the undeve­
loped  S an ta  B arbara  
coastline.

.“Surfrider is a nonprofit 
oiganization dedicated to 
the protection and en­
hancement of the world’s 
waves and beaches through 
conservation, research and 
education,” said David Re- 
vell, President of the Isla 
Vista affiliate of Surfrider, 
on the ethos of the organiza­
tion. “We are funded com­
pletely by donations, grants, 
fundraisers and member­
ship dues.”

Membership of the I.V. 
affiliate has blossomed from 
just 20 in November 1993 to 
the current figure of200. Re- 
vell attributes the popularity 
of the group on campus to

its proximity to the ocean. 
“People come to UCSB to 
be near the ocean, so I know 
people must care about it.”

Surfrider was conceived 
in August 1984 by a group of 
surfers in Malibu, perturbed 
by the destruction of the 
Southern Californian coast­
line. It has since flourished 
to boast 25 chap ters 
throughout the U.S. and 
25,000 members interna­
tionally, including France, 
U.K., Canada, Australia and 
Brazil.

Staff at Surfrider head­
quarters in San Clemente 
are excited about the pros­
pect of further university af­
filiates of the oiganization. 
"UCSB is a groundbreaking 
prototype for future Sur­
frider networkers,” en­
thused Pierce Flynn, com­
munications and program 
director at the national 
nucleus.

“We see the future of Sur­
frider in terms of interlink­
ing, strong, localized activ­
ist groups — especially on 
college campuses, where 
there is so much eneigy, in­
telligence and resources,” 
Flynn continued.

Gina Lucariello, a project 
coordinator for UCSB’s 
Surfrider, agrees that stu­
dents offer a unique contri­
bution to environmentalist 
groups that, by nature, re­

q u i r e  s u c h  a c t i v e  
participation.

“There is so much eneigy 
among students, particu­
larly as everyone is grouped 
together in a small college 
town,” Lucariello said. 
“They see so much happen 
and want to change it.”

Lucariello cites the criti­
cal importance of Surfrider 
in our area as the driving 
force behind her involve­
ment with the group. “Santa 
Barbara has the last remain­
ing undeveloped stretch of 
coastline in Southern Cali- 
f o r n i a , ” L u c a r i e l lo  
lamented.

“I heard about Mobil 
Oil’s Project Clearview and 
I was disturbed by i t  I really 
felt it would be a great 
tragedy if this were to go 
th ro u g h ,” L u c a rie llo  
continued.

In contrast to the divisive, 
radical nature of various 
o th e r  e n v iro n m e n ta l  
groups, Surfrider unites 
people in a common cause, 
according to Lucariello.

“Environmental groups 
tend to aigue and clash,” 
Lucariello said. “Surfrider 
brings people together, par­
ticularly in this community 
that is so geared around 
surfing. The beach has such 
an impact on people’s lives

See SURFRIDER; p.7A
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Surfriders D avid  Revell and Gina Lucariello relax next to  the 
Z'Coastline th ey  devote  tim e and en ergy  to help preserve.
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E arth Day, triggered by the disastrous 1969 
Union Oil spill in the Santa Barbara Chan­
nel, aroused national reaction and was or-

fanized to educate Americans about envir- 
ills that claim the nation’s oceans and wild­

life, pervading our everyday lives.
On a spring day in 1970, concerned local citizens, 

backed by a collective force of some 20 million Ameri­
cans acting in like consciousness, protested the de­
nigration of the environment and urged others to take 
action against those evils.

"You simply can’t live an ecologically sound life in 
America. That is not one of the options open to you,” 
said Denis Hayes, national coordinator of Environ­
mental Action. “We are building a movement, a 
movement which transcends traditional political 
boundaries.... Earth Day is the beginning,” he said in 
closing at a Washington, D.C., April 22,1970, rally.

According to Environmental Studies Lecturer 
Marc McGinnes, locals commemorated the one-year 
anniversary of the oil spill in January 1970, prior to 
the nationwide April celebration. At this conference, 
they released the Declaration of Environmental 
Rights, a “rallying cry for the environmental 
movement”

McGinnes said Hayes, who would later coordinate 
the national April 22,1970, Earth Day with Senator 
Gaylord Nelson (D-Wis.), was inspired to organize 
Earth Day after attending the Santa Barbara

—  u -------------------------
We were doing Earth Day before they 
had Earth Day.

Marc McGinnes 
lecturer 

environmental studies

-------------------------------------9 9 —
conference.

“We were doing Earth Day before they had Earth 
Day. The first Earth Day had come on the heels of a 
very important Santa Barbara event” McGinnes said. 
“We followed up in April with other Earth Day activi­
ties ... several groups in the community had booths 
and used the day as an opportunity to invite people to 
find out more information about the environment” 

Over 20 million people nationwide pooled resour­
ces and participated in the 1970 Earth Day that 

t corralled activists, politicians and concerned indivi­
duals, calling for the conservation of energy, elimina­
tion of pollution, and monumental changes on indivi­
dual as well as national levels.

“If we pollute the Earth and others do the same, the 
pollution will come up over the horizon one day and 
destroy us," said Alan Gussow, an artist and conser­

vationist, at a 1970 New York rally.
Earth Day Resources Director Caroline Harwood 

remembers the 1970 movement, and noted that it 
targeted big business, government legislation and col­
lective waste.

“It was day of protest People marched on 
Washington D.C., legislators didn’t go to Congress 
and went to classes instead to teach, there were sit-ins 
at pollution-making corporations, and no cars were 
driven on [New York City’s] Fifth Avenue,” Harwood 
said.

While Earth Day and the oil spill hit home for loc­
als who banded together for programs and exhibi­
tions on environmental issues in the preliminary year, 
its momentum soon tapered off as the move to rally 
forces took on a different shade, according to Envir­
onmental Studies Lecturer Robert Sollen.

“The following years, everything fell apart locally 
because businessmen and conservatives didn’t like 
the [April 22] date because it fell on the birthdate of 
Lenin, so they switched it over to the first day of 
Spring [March 21] and they took it out of the environ­
mentalists’ hands,” Sollen said.

Earth Day returned to its original April date in 
1972, but enthusiasm for Earth Day waned in the 
1980s and it didn’t receive the national or local atten­
tion it had gained in its earlier years. Some attribute 
the decline to the neglect of environmental issues dur­
ing the Reagan and Bush administrations.

Sollen believes the 20th anniversaiy commemora­
tion of the powerful 1970 rallies and the environmen­
tally conscious 1990s generation brought renewed 
hope and rejuvenated interest in Earth Day.

“It bogged (down till the 1990s, then it revived 
again. I f  s hard to keep something like this going for a

long time,” Sollen said. “I suppose a part of it was the 
need for such a thing after the years of the Reagan and 
Bush administrations that neglected environmental 
resources. I think that helped bring the realization 
back.”

In April 1990, a coalition of Santa Barbara environ­
mentalists started an annual celebration at Santa Bar­
bara City College, including performances by head­
line musicians Kenny Loggins and Christopher 
Cross. The fest drew over 20,000 participants to inter­
active exhibits, in which various groups staffed 
booths and presented research and environmentally 
safe products.

“It was a cross between an environmental festival 
and a day on the green, where bands played and peo­
ple picnicked. It was fim and relaxing, but it was an 
educational festival,” said Jennifer Scholl, Santa Bar­
bara Earth Day Steering Committee president.

The activities have focused much more on educat­
ing individuals, children in particular, about choos­
ing environmentally conscious products and services 
and have been held on State Street, De La Guerra 
Plaza, and most recently, Alameda Park.

McGinnes believes citizens have recognized the 
preciousness of their surroundings and have con­
tinued to invest their eneigies in protecting the 
environment

“People fundamentally sensed we had to come 
back to environmental values,” McGinnes said. “We 
pretty much have the same problems, they’re just in 
different forms. How do we proceed to live in a world 
that is both economically and environmentally 
sensible?”
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Many people claim that profit-making enter­
prises have an adverse effect on nature— al­
ways have, always will — but some local 
stores are trying to find a balance between 

protecting the environment and making money.
Several businesses in the Santa Barbara area at­

tempt to present consumers with a host of 
environmentally-sound options that allow people 
concerned about the environment to shop 
conscientiously.

The Nature Company in Paseo Nuevo Mall, for ex­
ample, an upscale environmental gift shop, works 
hand-in-hand with The Nature Conservancy, an 
agency attempting to save natural habitats, and en­
courages their customers to join and donate to the 
cause.

According to store manager David Damiano, his 
store instituted a mall-wide recycling program that 
many surrounding stores take advantage of. The loca­
tion of his store in particular, he believes, helps to 
spread an environmental message.

“We are in a prime location where a lot of people 
might not be educated [about environmental issues] 
Damiano said.

The store uses many recyclable products as well, in­
cluding paper bags and soybean ink, though Da­
miano prefers that customers reuse shopping bags 
when they visit the store. Also on stock, the store car­
ries a wide variety of books with earth-friendly tips 
and the only nationwide catalog printed on 100% re­
cyclable paper.

Damiano believes because the store was based on 
an environmental platform, its franchising out has 
not compromised its original intentions.

"The founders are avid naturalists from Berkeley

who are in tune with things around them. This store 
enhances the people around it; we are fortunate to be 
a profitable company," he said.

Marc McGinnes, a lecturer in the environmental 
studies dept., said he believes businesses that can find 
a medium to help the environment and maintain pro­
fitability should be supported through patronage.

‘They are providing a service to consumers who are 
in need of these products and services. If they can 
make money on products that are least harmful to the 
environment, let’s support them,” McGinnes said.

The Isla Vista Co-op, a nonprofit grocery store, at­
tempts to supply the student community with a myr­
iad of products and services to help the environment 
With 2,500 part-owners, the organization believes it

is helping the environment, according to Shauna 
Smith, a manager/buyer.

The store promotes products that are made of re­
cyclable and biodegradable materials that help pro­
tect and preserve the environment. A special line of 
“green” cleaning products are non-toxic, biodegrad­
able and cruelty-free to animals and their habitats.

The manager said the store also aims to educate 
shoppers by posting signs throughout the store as well 
as supplying informative newsletters and magazines 
to its patrons. The store is also equipped with a com­
post bin where all spoiled produce can be discarded. 
Everything in the store is recycled by the employees, 
Smith said.

“Its nice to come in here and know we are doing 
our part as a group,” said Smith. “Rather than one 
person at home recycling, there are 40 people that all 
work here who recycle together.

Natural Wonders, a gift shop in La Cumbre Plaza, 
is in the process of raising money for an environmen­
tal nonprofit group, according to store manager Mi­
chael Boston.

“We work in partnership with Conservation Inter­
national. We are selling seedlings at $1 and the profits 
go to them 100%,” Boston said. “We expect to earn 
$50,000 franchise-wide. We also match any dona­
tions our employees make.”

In addition to these donations, the store urges cus­
tomers to use new wrapping and bagging materials 
that are less damaging to the environment, Boston 
said. “There are a lot of new products with packaging 
that is good for the environment; Styrofoam and 
bubble wrap that are photodegradable.”

Because of the services and products these stores 
provide, Boston is convinced that business is not 
necessarily an environmentally damaging pursuit.

“There are definitely areas where profit-making 
companies can help the environment,” he said.
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‘New Gr’
Members of the Environmental Studies Student 

Association, a group formed two years ago out of 
concern for the department and with the purpose to 
bring students together, are featured here as they 

work to replant a scorched area in Los Padres National 
Forest. According to ESSA member Steve Lewis, this 
replanting effort last March was a success as they 
replenished the site with just under 1,000 native 

species in about seven hours. "We wanted to go out 
into the community and make a difference ... to 

symbolize new growth," junior Steve Lewis said. The 
group is made up of 250 of the 700 environmental 
studies majors who organize and participate in an 

array of local projects.

Fest EAB Hopes to Spread Ideas
Continued from p2A  

main draw for many peo­
ple, the EAB’s efforts will 
be geared at gaining peo­
ple’s long-term attention 
to environmental issues, 
according to EAB co- 
C hair Chuck C arter. 
“What we’re going to be 
focusing on is getting peo­
ple to sign up for the beach 
cleanup on the 30th. Last 
time we didn’t have such a 
good turnout,” Carter 
said.

Leading tours through 
the Devereaux Slough, 
which is now endangered 
by development, and en­
couraging attendees to 
sign pledges outlining en­
vironmentally conscious 
behavior are among other 
ways the EAB hopes to in-

crease ecological concern, 
accord ing  to C arter. 
“Earth Day has become [a 
holiday] where people be­
come environmentalists 
for a day and then forget it, 
so we try to get people to 
pledge to things that will 
be good for the environ­
ment,” he said.

Keynote speaker Daniel 
Sheehan, who said he has 
spoken at Earth Day 
events for as long as they 
have been held, plans to 
discuss the 20th anniver­
sary of the death of Karen 
Silkwood. “I will make an 
evaluation of the progress 
that has been made in the 
last 20 years [over] the 
issue of nuclear contami­
nation and the quest of the 
nuclear industry to estab-

lish it as the energy of the 
future despite evidence 
that it is unsafe and ineffi­
cient,” Sheehan said.

Cetrulo expressed hope 
that Earth Day will rouse 
support for important 
local causes. “If we don’t 
keep reminding people, 
then developers gain an 
edge when they quietly 
move in,” he said.

Although optimistic ab­
out the weekend’s events, 
Cetrulo noted that some­
times people who attend 
can still miss the point 
“Last year I spoke about 
biodiversity and then 
spent seven hours picking 
up the park after people 
left You can see the irony 
in that — my truck was 
filled with bottles.”
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EARTH
Continued from pJ2A 

and other minority com­
munities like the elderly 
and the handicapped,” 
Scholl added.

In keeping with the 
theme of the day, all sche­
duled speakers are stu­
dents, from junior high 
school to college— no po­
litical orators are on the 
agenda, Sutton said. Span­
ish interpreters will trans­
late all speeches, she 
added.

Environmental defense 
Attorney Linda Krop, who 
gathered speakers from 
local schools to partici­
pate, said it not only gives 
adolescents a chance to 
use their voices, but also 
conveys a fresh perspec­
tive to those who turn out 
to listen. “They’ll be 
speaking about their vis­

ion of the future through 
an environmental per­
spective,” Krop said.

Rachel Lang, a UCSB 
senior who was invited by 
Krop to speak, said she 
looks forward to sharing 
her views on environmen­
tal justice, since she took a 
class in the subject last 
quarter. “People who are 
feeling daily effects are 
people in low-income 
areas ... a good example is 
that in California all three 
major toxic waste dumps 
are located in low-income 
areas,” the interdisciplin­
ary major said.

Lang, who became in­
terested in the environ­
ment when she was in high 
school, said Earth Day 
traditionally combines 
education with fun. “Peo­
ple sort of go there to hang 
out, but they can’t help but 
lcam something.”

SURFRIDER
Continued from p^A  

here.”
Currently basking in the 

glory of their victory last 
weekend in Los Angeles 
over ARCO’s proposal to 
build a golf course above 
Ellwood Shores, Revell 
believes that Surfrider 
played a crucial role in 
convincing the California 
Coastal Commission of 
the importance and emo­
tional attachm ent the 
local community feels for 
its coastline.

“ARCO thought they’d 
be able to roll right over 
Santa Barbara, but we rose 
up and told them we didn’t 
want another golf course,” 
Revell said. “We showed 
them that Santa Barbara is 
a very environmentally 
conscious community.”

Precisely because the 
beach is strch an intrinsic 
part of I.V. life, it requires a 
lot of care to ensure that it 
is not abused, either by 
students, corporations or 
nature. According to Re­
vell, Surfrider is actively 
working on several pro­
jects that seek to provide 
this security.

“Our campaigns are 
centered around educa­
tion and awareness,” Re­
vell explained. “For exam­
ple, in our protest against 
Mobil's Clearview project 
we are leading hikes out to

the site, helping to educate 
people as to what is going 
on and letting them make 
up their own minds.”

In order to protect the 
well-publicized Gaviota 
Shores from development, 
Surfrider is actively in­
volved in the campaign 
that is looking into the 
possibility of making it a 
national seashore. The 
42-mile stretch starting 
near West Campus, the 
last undeveloped stretch 
of coastline in Southern 
California, is a national 
treasure.

“It would be really fan­
tastic for students to come 
back to Santa Barbara in 
10 years time and be able 
to say, ‘Here’s the national 
park I helped to create!”’ 
Revell said.

Beach cleanups and 
testing the water around 
I.V. to make sure that is 
clean and safe for use are 
ongoing projects that Sur­
frider organizes in the area 
with local volunteers, ac­
cording to Revell.

This Saturday, as Earth 
Day is celebrated, Sur­
frider will have the oppor­
tunity to actively promote 
environmental activities 
such as beach cleanups 
and the Bluewater task 
force which tests the water 
around I.V. to ensure that 
it is clean and safe for use.

In conjunction with

See SURFRIDER, p.8A

Doin’
the
State
Street
Crawl?
Time to read the Weekend 
Connection and find out 
what’s happening where—  
where to eat, where to 
dance, where to drink.

In next Friday’s Daily Nexus.
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SOI LESS INDOOR GARDENING

Hydro-Ponies comes from two Greek 
words meaning “working water." 

Nutrients in water replace conven­
tional soil methods with a faster, and 
more predictable growing medium. 

Starter Kits—Complete Grow 
Systems-Lights-Light Rails-Pumps- 

Timers-C02-Nutrients-Small and Large 
Systems-AII Quality Equipment

S A N T A  B A R B A R A  569-5540 
H Y D R O P O N IC S 10-5 Mon.-Sat.
2821 De La Vina Street • Santa Barbara

ACT NOW!
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BUY NOW! 
DON’T PAY LATER!!
INTEREST RATES ARE GOING UP.x ' VX\

You were smart to wait. But now the waiting game is over. Interest rates have 
bottomed out and now they are going up. The economy is improving, people are 
moving and new homes are in demand. Especially new homes filled with 
exceptional value and every amenity you could wish for. New homes like the 
Encore Collection at Glen Ellen.

These beautiful 3 and 4 bedroom homes are exquisitely designed, extremely 
comfortable and ultimately Ih/abie. Five discriminating floor plans feature dramatic 
vaulted ceilings, cozy wood burning fireplaces, sumptuous gourmet kitchens, lavish 
master bedroom suites, inviting family rooms and spacious 2 and 3 car garages. The 
Encore Collection is the ultimate expression of luxury living.

Add to all this the lovely town of Lompoc, a very safe and secure family oriented 
community. It's a wonderful place to raise your children and invest in the future.

- DON’T PAY THE PRICE!!
LOCATION

Encore Collection at Glen 
Ellen is located at West 

Central Avenue 
and Barton Avenue,

THE DREAM

PRICES START 
AT JUST $145,950
PHONE 805/736-4440

A T  G L E N  E L L E N  

FHA/VA FINANCING AVAILABLE
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State o f the Environment
Editor, Daily Nexus:

“Environmentalism” and being an “environmental­
ist” are the buzzwords of the ’90s. It is now trendy to be 
an eco-warrior, cool to recycle, and good business to be 
“green.” But what does it mean to be an environmental­
ist? Do you have to live like the Chumash once did? Do 
you have to sacrifice the comforts of your material pos­
sessions and live in torturous denial? On the other 
hand, is it enough simply to be aware and sympathetic 
of causes, but not actively participate? I do not think 
so. The crucial step that needs to be taken toward any 
environmental issues is twofold: First, be informed, get 
the full picture. Otherwise any actions you might take 
may be counterproductive. Second, take action. I don't 
mean that you nave to chain yourself to a tractor (you 
can if you’re into that sort of thing), but take the infor­
mation that is given to you and improve yourself and 
the others around you.

Most people are aware of environmental problems. 
Issues such as ozone depletion, air pollution, rainforest 
destruction and global warming are familiar to most 
people. The next step is action. You know that America 
is a “throwaway society,” but have you made any at­
tempts to alter your own consumption? Have you 
asked a friend to alter his or her consumption? This is 
how a great environmental movement starts. One at a 
time, slowly but surely, acting locally, thinking 
globally.

I’m a member of an environmental group and very 
quickly I realized the problems one faces in environ­
mental activism. I am trying to change people’s actions, 
their character. I’m trying to break old habits. It is damn 
near impossible. You have to want to do i t  YOU 
HAVE TO CAREI! 1 If you care enough to read this arti­
cle, don’t stop here. Analyze your life, look at what you 
can do a little better, get information on the alternatives 
available to you, and most importantly, DO IT! If you 
have any questions, I will do my best to answer them: 
893-2139.

Earth Day is coming up, so the motivation is as high 
as it’s ever going to get this year for environmental ac­
tivism. Come out to Anisq’ Oyo’ Park Saturday or Sun­
day and educate yourself.

GIANCARLO CETRULO

Earth Day or Earth Life?
Editor, Daily Nexus:

Once again Earth Day is upon us, and everyone will 
transform into an environmentalist for a day. One day 
out of the year is no longer good enough. Whether all of 
you realize it or not, the Earth is not healthy. Our na­
tural world is shrinking as the population booms. The 
Earth’s water and air are becoming more polluted 
everyday. Disease, starvation and poverty are promi­
nent in every society. These problems are caused by 
none other than the human species. We have the ability 
to cause these problems, winch would lead me to be­
lieve that we have the ability to stop them. We can no 
longer make decisions in terms of how they will effect 
Us the following day. Today’s decisions must be made 
with regard to our future as well as future generations. 
The shortsightedness of past and present decisions 
have wreaked havoc on the Earth and its inhabitants.

Remember, we as humans are not separate from nature. 
As the state of nature worsens so will the state of the hu­
man species. Before you act, take into account the con­
sequences your actions will have on your fellow hu­
mans and the Earth. I am not asking you to run out and 
hug a tree. I am asking you to become environmentally 
conscious all day every day.

DAVID FORTSON

Environmentalist for a Day?
Editor, Daily Nexus:

What the hell is going on? Each year, in the month of 
April (specifically Apnl 22), the people of the United 
States develop a timely interest in the environment. 
Events are held, speakers proclaim, and protests may 
even be staged, but where is the real action? What re­
ally gets done? I agree that education is half the battle, 
and that some people do get educated on some of the 
issues, but education is exactly that — only half the 
battle. The other half deals with the action taken on 
this newly acquired information.

Seventy-five percent of Americans call themselves 
“environmentalists.” However, considering that this 
term is too often used to describe people who simply 
enjoy the trees, mount^ns and the ocean, I believe it 
should be redefined. It snould only apply to those peo­
ple who not only care about nature, but who also take 
action for its preservation. One cannot call him/herself 
an astronomer simply because he/she looks at the 
stars, and one cannot call him/herself a tennis player 
simply because he/she carries around a racquet. Parti­
cipation, involvement and action are what disting­
uishes the player from the spectator.

So I ask of you—no, I challenge you (if you consider, 
yourself to be an “environmentalist”) — that this year, 
after all the festivities of Earth Day dwindle, see if you 
can’t keep your energy and motivation abundant, and 
not let it fade. Get involved, on whatever scale, in at 
least one organization or activity that will help to bene­
fit the environment that surrounds you. There are vari­
ous organizations at UCSB (the Associated Students 
Environmental Affairs Board, the Environmental Stu­
dies Students Association, and CalPIRG to name a 
few), and many more outside of UCSB but in the local 
area. And don’t just join them — participate in them 
and be active.

If joining an organization is not for you, then look ar­
ound and find some individual project or activity that 
will make a difference — from doing your own beach 
cleanup, to writing letters to a particular agency or po­
litical figure to offer your ideas, support or constructive 
criticism to revegetating an eroded hillside, to going to 
local meetings (County Board of Supervisors, County 
Planning Commission, Isla Vista Recreation and Parks 
District, special interest meetings in the community, 
etc.) and expressing your opinions, to monetarily con­
tributing to an organization you admire or support, or 
whatever else your imagination can come up with. The 
point is not exactly what you do, but rather that you ac­
tually do something. Make the Earth Day feeling last 
for twelve months, not just one day.

“On spaceship Earth there are no passengers, only
crew- —Buckminster Fuller

CHRIS STEVENS

SURFRIDER
Continued from p.7A 

their Santa Barbara coun­
terparts, UCSB’s Surfrider 
will have a booth in both 
Alameda Park downtown 
and Anisq’ Oyo’ Park, pro­
viding information on the 
various projects and giving 
people an idea of what 
Surfrider is all about. “We 
are tiying to educate peo­
ple and get them in­
volved,” Revell said.

The Santa Barbara 
chapter benefits greatly

from the infusion of energy 
they receive from the stu­
dents, according to Mi­
chael Allen, president of 
the Santa Barbara chapter.

“Because we’re so close 
together and will obvi­
ously be concerned about 
the same issues, we work 
with the I.V./UCSB affili­
ate and coordinate every­
thing that we do,” Allen 
said.

The future looks prom­
ising for an enthusiastic 
and burgeoning group 
such as Surfrider, even if 
the issues they have to

tackle seem to grow larger 
at every turn.

“Within the next 10 
years our biggest national 
problem is going to be pol­
luted runoff into the 
ocean,” Flynn warned. 
“Most people do not real­
ize that about 84% of all 
the polluted water in 
drains and gutters goes di­
rectly to the ocean, and 
nowhere near a sewer 
drainage plant We’re hop­
ing to initiate a mass edu­
cation campaign on local 
levels.”

Revcll-is confident that

Surfrider is up to the task. 
“Within 10 years we would 
like to create a stronger, 
more international organi­
zation,” he said.

Revell also stressed the 
role that Surfrider plays 
within UCSB and I.V. to 
cultivate a more positive 
image of students.

“Students are often seen 
as irresponsible and lazy,” 
Revell said. “As students 
get more active and create 
some tangible results, it’s 
really important within 
the communityfor that im­
age, to be sustained/’- - -
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Garbage Reduction

• Reuse Plastic bags • Use lidded 
coffee mugs instead of disposable
cups. • Use scrap paper • Repair

instead of re-buy • Compost organic
materials * Reuse glass jars * Use 
both sides of paper for writing or

photocopying • Reuse plastic picnic
dishes * Recycle all materials that you

can * Avoid using disposables
Reducing Toxins

•  Read product labels: products are 
required to indicate levels of toxicity 
on their labels. In general, "poison1' 
means highly toxic, "danger* means 
flamable or corrosive, "warning" or 
"caution" means less toxic but still

dangerous * Purchase non-toxic
cleaning products * Pest control 

organically: Ants -  find entry points 
and block with red chile powder. 

Cockroaches -  Keep kitchen clean, 
put bay leaves near cracks in the 

room. Fleas and ticks -  feed 2 
tablespoons of Brewer's yeast to pets 

daily
Energy Conservation

• Use your car less • Clean air 
conditioner filter to increase

efficiency • Wash and dry full loads
of laundry • Use lesshot water in
laundry • Check your energy use 

before and after conservation
• Support alternative energy

• Buy energy efficient lights 'K eep 
windows closed when air conditioner

or heater is on • Turn off all 
appliances when not in use

Water Conservation

• Reduce shower time • Take fewer
baths • Don't let the water run when 
brushing teeth, shaving or washing

hands • Flush less often • Put a 
bottle in your toilet tank: cheap form

of low flow • Wash your car with 
bucket of water or a hose with

shut-off nozzle • Go to car wash that
recycles water • Use warm water or

greywater to water lawn • Water 
lawn early in the morning
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