Big West Conference Champs

m Gaucho Men Take Arst; Three Individuals in Top 10

By Matt Hurst
Reporter

At the start of the
weekend, a first-place finish
in the Big West Conference
Championships seemed a
challenge for the UCSB
men’s cross country team.
By the time the weekend was
over, the team was ready for
its next challenge. The
Gauchos overcame favorite
Boise State to take the con-
ference crown, finishing
with three runners in the top
10 and five in the top 12.

Led by seniors Ben
Flamm and Nate Elston —
who finished third and
fourth, respectively — the
Gauchos produced the all-
out team effort that was re-

quired to win.
“Everyone ran as a team
incredibly well,” Flamm

said. “Our depth paid off,
and that helps when it be-
comes ateam sport. It wasn't
my best race, but it was for
Nate.”

Flamm finished in 25:31,

just 25 seconds behind first-
place finisher Cormac
Smith ofBoise State. Elston
finished right behind
Flamm in 25:46, one of his
best times this season.

“After that | was pretty
exhausted,” Elston said. “I f |
hadn’t run this well, some-
one else would have. Sopie-
one different steps up each
time, so we dont worry ab-
out depending on one guy.”

Senior Trent Bryson was
the other Gaucho to finish
in the top 10. His time of
26:04 was good enough for
ninth place. Senior Alan
Roberts and junior John
Stires also ran well, finishing
11th and 12th, respectively.

UCSB Head Coach Pete
Dolan was named Big West
Coach of the Year after the
Gauchos pulled off the
victory.

“It’s a really nice honor,”
Dolan said. “To me, the
team winning is the big pre-
sent. I’'m justproud to repre-
sent the university with guys
like that. [The award] is a

nice afterthought.”

Boise State, which was
deemed by Dolan as “the
clear favorite” going into the
championship, finished in
fourth place.

“We didn’t expect to beat
Boise,” Elston said. “But all
year we focused on them
during our training.”

The training was the key
to winning, according to
both Flamm and Elston.

“Going back to last year,
Boise’s victory was almost
humiliating,” Flamm said.
‘W e went away Knowing we
had to set higher expecta-
tions, and had to be better
runners.”

“We were pushing the
limits,” added Elston. “We"
had a solid offseason train-
ing. All year we were fo-
cused, and the week before
we cutbackto save our legs.”

According to Flamm, the
team expected to place high
with a one- or two-point

difference between the #1
and #2 teams, but that was
not the case. The Gauchos
ran away with the title, beat-
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DON'T SHOOT!: The UCSB men's waterpolo team losta pair ofgames to Long Beach State and #2 USC athome last
weekend. Santa Barbara's record now stands at 9-8 overall, 1-5 in the MPSF.

Water Polo Loses to USC, Long Beach at Home

By Shane Culbertson
Staff Writer

The UCSB men’swaterpolo team saw its four-game win-
ning streak come to an abrupt halt last weekend at Campus
Pool. The Gauchos (9-8 overall, 1-5 in the Mountain Pacific
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Sports Federation) losta 7-6 nail-biter to Long Beach State
on Saturday before being stomped 8-3 by USC on Sunday.

Santa Barbara got off to a sluggish start in Saturday’s
match and found itselftrailing5-2 at halftime. The Gauchos

See POLO, p.2A
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TOGETHER: The UCSBmen’s cross countryteam had severalstrong individual perfor-
mances to overcome favorite Boise State in the Big West Championships:

ing second-place Utah State
by 32 points.

“The amount of points
between us was unex-

pected,” Flamm said. “We
expected it to be closer, but
instead it ended up being a
race for second.”

Volleyball Beats Tigers
On the Road In 5 Sets

By Scott Hennessee
StaffWriter

The UCSB women’svolleyball team found itselfin an un-
familiar position Friday night in Stockton — it was losing.

After sweeping its last four opponents in straight sets, the
#6 Gauchos (21-2,10-1 in the Big West) found themselves
down two games to one against University of the Pacific
(15-6,8-3 in the Big West) on the Tigers’home court. But
Santa Barbara responded to the challenge, taking the final
two games to earn the come-from-behind victory.

W ith an Oct. 11 home win over UOP, the 15-4,14-16,
10-15,15-3,15-11 victory marks the first time in four years
UCSB has swept its season series with Pacific.

“We had to really push to win this match,” UCSB Head
Coach Kathy Gregory said. “That can be good for us. We
need to know what we are made of.”

I fthere was any doubt as to what sophomore outside hitter
Roberta Gehlke is made of, itcan be erased now. Gehlke was
Santa Barbara’s main offensive weapon, taking 73 sets and
pounding out a match-high 29 kills, 22 ofwhich came in the
first two games.

“Roberta was unbelievable the first two games,” Gregory
said. “l ve never seen anybody play as well as she did to start
the match. She really steps up her play in the big matches.”

Gehlke was quick to note that she wasn’t the only Gaucho
who rose to the occasion.

“l think the whole team played well,” Gehlke said. “All in
all, this was one ofthe best matches weVe played. We stuck
together as a team and we pulled it out together.”

It looked as ifUCSB would have to pull arabbit out ofits
hat to win after losing game three, when its hitting percen-
tage dropped to .179 while Pacific’s rose to .395. But with
their backs against the wall, the Gauchos rose to the chal-
lenge by playing some oftheir bestvolleyball ofthe matchin

See V-RALL, p.2A

Saturday Sunday

Women’s volleyball
vs. Cal State Fullerton

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
, Women's volleyball vs.
Women’s volleyball @ Men’s basketball UC Irvine 7:30 pan.
Long Beach Slate Blue-Gold game
No events scheduled 7:30 pm. No events scheduled 7pan.

Women’s soccer vs. Cal
State Fullerton 7 pan.

vs Myjava

Golfvs. Long Beach ~ Team-Stov:
State @ Virginia

Country Club all day

7 pan.

Women’s swimming and
divingvs. UCLAZ

7:30 pan. Men’s water polovs,

Stanford 12 pan.

Men’s water polo vs.

pan. UC Irvine 12 pan.
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CONCENTRATION: The UCSB women’s volleyball
team had to dig deep to beat #17 UOP Friday night.

V-BALL
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game four. Santa Barbara
made quick work ofthe Ti-
gers, forcing them into a
-.077 hitting percentage en
route to the 15-3 win.

Junior middle blocker
Katie Crawford said that
finding itself down two
games to one made the team
dig deep for a little bit extra.

“After game three wejust
kind of said, Look, we are
notgoing to lose this match.’
We really stepped up our
play after that,” Crawford
said.

While game four was a
one-sided affair, game five
proved to be anything but.
The two teams were neck-
and-neck until UCSB was
able to seize the momentum
with the score tied at eight,
thanks to some stellar play
by Gehlke and sophomore
middle blocker Heather
Bown. The duo combined

on a block and each
slammed a kill to put Santa
Barbara ahead 11-8. UCSB
would take three of the next
four points on hitting errors
by the Tigers to reach match
point at 14-9. Pacific
snapped a long rally with a
block on. the next point to
pull within four, but Gehlke
ended the 2Vi -hour battle
on the ensuing point with
her 29th kill.

“They played a good
match,” Gregory said of the
17th-ranked Tigers. “It
wasn't like the UOP we
played beford — they are
much improved. | givethem
a lot of credit.”

A lot of credit should be
given to Santa Barbara’s
back row, which combined
for a season-high 77 digs.
Six Gauchos had at least
nine, andjunior outside hit-
ter Erin McCown led all
players with 19 digs to go
along with eight Kills.

“In games four and five,

SUPER STAR® WITH CHEESE

When refueling your student body, why settle for a dried-up
bogus burger when you can chow down a big, juicy

CarlsJr.

FREE Regular Fries

With Purchase of a

Super Star Hamburger®

Present this coupon and receive a Free Regular Fries
with purchase of a Super Star Hamburger.

Offer validat participating
Santa Barbara/San Luis Obispo
area restaurants through
December 14,1997.

On* coupon per customer per visit One discount per coupon.
Not valid with any other offer, discount or combo. Tax notincluded.

01997 Carl Karcher Enterprises, Inc

Carlsir.

Carl's Jr? burger with major drippage.

Save $1.00

Erin McCown’sdefense and
hitting was about as good as
I've seen it,” Gregory said.
“This was probably one of
her best matches.”

While McCown saved
her best play for the end of
the match, it was Bown and
Gehlke who carried the
team through the early
going.

“In games one and two,
Robbyand Heather couldn’t
be stopped,” Gregory said.
“They were unbelievable.”

Bown finished the match
with 22 kills, nine digs and
six blocks. Gehlke also had
nine digs.

Defensively, UCSB was
able to slow the Tiger tan-
dem of Addie Hauschild
and Jennica Smith. Pacific’s
main offensive weapons
were held to hitting percen-
tages well below .200 and
combined for only 27 kills.

Santa Barbara hitata.294
clip, with four players earn-
ing double-figures in Kkills.

Q 1996 Carl Karcher Enterprises. Inc.

&

on any Crispy or Charbroiled
Chicken Sandwich and Regular Fries

Offer valid at participating
Santa Barbara/San Luis Obispo
area restaurants through
December 14,1997.

One coupon per customer per visit. One discount per coupon.
Not valid with any other offer, discount or combo. Tax not included.

©1997 Carl Karcher Enterprises, Inc.

Present this coupon and Save $1.00 on any Crispy or
Charbroiled Chicken Sandwich and Regular Fries.
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Along with Bown and
Gehlke, Crawford had 17
kills, and sophomore outside
hitter Charlene Conley had

12 in 22 tries for a .455 hit-
ting percentage.

The Gauchos will try to
carry over their solid play
from Friday into Tuesday
night’scontestwith#2 Long
Beach State.

“It was a good feeling to
win,” Crawford said. “1 have
never won there before, and
we have a pretty big rivalry
with them. Taking this win
to Long Beachwill help us a
lot.”

POLO
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refused to go down without
a fight, however, and came
out firing in the second half.
Sophomore Paul Rave led
the charge by netting two
goals to help UCSB tie the
score at6-6 midway through
the fourth quarter.

Junior goalkeeper Lance
Wabhlert, who had 10 saves
in the match, was impressed
with his team’s effort in the
second half.

“We had a good talk in
the huddle during halftime,”
Wabhlert said. “After that we
came out strong defensively,
and our offense had some
great counterattack goals.”

Forty-niner sophomore
Adam Collins broke the
hearts of the 300-plus
UCSB fans in attendance
when he scored the game-
winner late in the fourth
quarter.

It was more of the same
for the Gauchos on Sunday
when the USC Trojans
came to town. UCSB once
againfound itselfdown early
and was unable to overcome
a 4-1 halftime deficit, even-
tually losing 8-3.

UCSB Head Coach Joe
O’Brien felt the Gauchos
failed to play up to theirpo-
tential in both ga'mes.

“USC and Long Beach
both played strong games,
but our execution didn't
match up with our expecta-
tions,” O Brien said. “We’re
at the point now where we
know we can beat anybody,
we just can't let the pressure
getto us. We have to step up
and start playing at a higher
level emotionally, physically
and professionally.”

UCSB senior Eric Schol-
ten also expressed disap-
pointment with the
Gauchos’ level ofplay.

“We knew what to expect
ofboth teams, but we didn't
react accordingly,” said
Scholten, who had two goals
in the USC game. “I dont
think our defense played to
its capacity in either game.”

Perhaps the only Gaucho
who did play up to his ability
this weekend was Wabhlert,
who sentbackll ofthe Tro-
jan’s shots.

“Lance played outstand-
ing this weekend,” Scholten
said. “He had some huge
saves that helped to keep us
in both of the games.”

With three consecutive
conference matches remain-
ing, Santa Barbara needs at
least one win to earn an
automatic berth in MPSF
playoffs.
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UCSB It’s All Right Here!

eBasketball

«Softball

<Floor Hockey oS0
«\/olleyball -
<Ultimate

< Tennis
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— Lovelace & Sons Inc.
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Phone Inyour Daily Nexus ad with MasterCard or Visa
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Variety of Student
Discounts Available

* 20% off photo finishing
e 20% off camera rentals

* Discount on all photo
supplies

* Art Studio 120
Upper Division Photography

«We have all the supplies for UCSB
Photography Classes

e Cameras, Film, and Accessories

e Binoculars eDark Room Supplies

«24-Hour Quality Film Processing

«\Video Cameras and
Accessories

eVideo Camera Rentals
e Videotape Duplications

Only 10 Minutes
from Campus

SANTA

BARBARA  poURE

910 East Haley St. M-F 8-6
9-5

963-7269 sat
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ADULT VIDEO CENTER
CaCifarnia 5 Classiest SlcCuCtStore is 9{gw 0-pen!

1000s of VIDEOS «CD ROMS
TOYS «LINGERIE

Enhance Your Parties

Check out our amazing selection of toys & gifts!

«-toUCSB Hwy 154 YOUR
101 FREEWAY FIRST RENTAL
State St. Exit IS ALWAYS
Hollister Ave State St '
-~ FREE
N [
R "vier A with Student I.D.
4135 State St.
967-8282
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4135 STATE (State & Hwy 154) 967-8282

LOOKING

for the BEST
Self-Service Carwash
in the Whole Community?

DALEE
| CAR |
BATH

Make Your Car Look Its Best
Before You Head Home!

Attendant on duty most daylight hours
for your convenience, we care!

Self-Service Car Washing
At Its Finest

<
500 - »IM COTM'UA
vacuums 1 DALEE!f

Take 101 to Carrillo, 527
Carrillo to Anacapa, no’l [ﬂ
5 blocks on Anacapa

to DALEE 101

527 Anacapa St. at Cota
One block parallel to State St. at Cota

OPEN 24 HOURS 965-7416

Isla Vista Dike Douiique

968-3338

THRESHOLD SPORT

We Take Trade Ins

BEACH CRUISERS Double Suspension Mtn. Bike......$795

MEN'S. ..o $119  Aluminum

WOMBAS...ooevvvvve e 3109 BASIC BIKES. ..o $79
SCHWNN CRUISERS cicg FOLDING BIKES,.om 589

Women's............... $129  MOTORIZE YOUR BIKE................. $349
MOUNTAIN BIKES Includes: Battery Charger Electric
Trekw/Shocks ... $830  BASKETS....oooo. coeerereresssesserenenns $15
DIaMONG BACK.....cvvv $199 ) LOCKS $13.89 +tax
Mongoose Alta...........ccccueveunnnnes $349
w/New Wheels COMFORTABLE SEATS......ccccecvveen $17
Raleigh Aluminum...........c........... $349 HEMP PRODUCTS AVAILABLE

w/Rock Shox, Double Wall Wheels

880 Embarcadero del Mar *968-3338

mBackpacks - Hacky Sacks - Hats - Bags



