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Gauchos Coast to Easy Wins
In League Openers at T-Dome

JASON SCHOCK / DAILY NEXUS

FREE FOR ALL Senior lamée Cooper andjunior Nicole Greathouse scramble for a loose
ball in the UCSB women's basketball team's first weekend of Big West conference play.

UCSB Poses Little Threat to NMSU

By Marvin Gapultos
StaffWriter

A nationally televised men’s basketball
game on ESPN2 Saturday night brought
out all the crazies to cheer on the home
team. Unfortunately for the UCSB men’s
basketball team, the game wasn’t at the
Thunderdome.

8,315 fans filled the Pan American
Center in Las Cruces, New Mexico, and
helped the New Mexico State Aggies
(11-3 overall, 2-0 in the Big West
Conference) to a 76-61 victory over the
Gauchos (4-9, 0-2). The Aggies, who are
undefeated at home this season, were
fueled by a first-half21-2 run and never
looked back.

“l think we were ready to play,” UCSB
Head Coach Bob Williams said. “New
Mexico is just a well-oiled team hitting
on all cylinders. They have four players
returning from a team that went to the
NCAA tournament [last year]. It’s going
to be very tough for us to beat them on
their home court.”

Aggie guards Eric Channing and Billy
Keys kept the New Mexico machine run-
ning all night, as they poured in 26 and 21
points, respectively. In particular, the duo
shot the lights out in the first half.
Channing went 6-7 from the floor with
16 points while Keys finished the first
half6-9 from the floor with 14 points.

“For about 30 minutes, we played
about as well as you could play,” NMSU
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Headl Coach Lou Henson said. “We
played solid defense.”

However, Santa Barbara put some runs
of its own together in the second halfof
action, capitalizing on a 12-0 run to close
to 44-32. Keys stopped the Gaucho run
with a three-pointer. The Gauchos’
momentum was slowed even more when
Williams was called for a technical foul
after a sideline skirmish with the Aggies’
Mikko Noopila. Williams took exception
when Noopila had knocked the ball out of
his hands after it had rolled to him out of
bounds. Another bucket by Keys pushed
NMSU’s lead to 53-32.

New Mexico continued to distance
itself from UCSB as it lead 64-40 with
just 8:49 left to play. But the Gauchos
refused to give up and outscored the
Aggies 21-16 to cut the lead to just nine
at 70-61. Freshman forward Mark Hull
and junior forward Adama Ndiaye led
Santa Barbara with 10 points apiece.
Ndiaye also pulled down a game-high 14
rebounds. Senior guard Derrick Allen
chipped in with six points and 10 boards.
However, the Gauchos just could not
muster enough points to overcome the
Aggies’ high-powered offense.

“We made some nice runs in the sec-
ond half,”Williams said. “We were scrap-
py and played with a little more guts. We
got some great play from Adama and
Hull. 1t was a much better performance
than the first half.”

The Gauchos will host Utah State this
Thursday at the Thunderdome at 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

By Matt Hurst
StaffWriter

The state of ldaho is
best known for its plethora
of potatoes, and it was the
#17 UCSB women’s bas-
ketball team that dished
up two helpings of spuds
this past weekend.

The Gauchos opened
Big West play at the
Thunderdome, defending
their current seven-game
win streak, 16-game home
winning streak and three
straight Big West champi-
onships. After the games
vs. Boise State on Friday

Erin Buescher

and Idaho on Sunday,
Santa Barbara extended
the first two streaks to a
nine-game winning streak
and 18 straight at the
‘Dome, and it appears that
the Gauchos (13-3 overall,
2-0 in the Big West) are
well on their way to their
fourth-consecutive  Big
West title.

“We’'re just getting bet-
ter,” junior Rachelle
Rogers said after Friday’s
game. “Everyone else [in
the Big West] is getting
better, and so are we.”

The Gauchos trounced
BSU on Friday night, 99-
72, with the help of some
thievery. UCSB picked the
Broncos’ pockets 17 times
en route to the 29
turnovers Boise (8-7, 1-1)
handed out. Santa Barbara
hit51.4 percentofits shots
led by junior Erin
Buescher’s 19. Buescher
also grabbed 10 rebounds
on her way to her 35th
double-double.

“Erin is gradually get-

ting her shooting touch
back and climbing all over
the offensive boards,”
UCSB Head Coach Mark
French said.

Senior Stacy Cline-
smith also recorded a dou-
ble-double, but it was her
12 assists and 12 points
that gave her the double
digits.

“It’s easy being a point
guard when you have such
great teammates,” Cline-
smith said. “Anybody can
put it in for us.”

And most everybody
did. Senior Tawnee
Cooper, who scored 20
points in last Sunday’s 89-
59 thrashing of Loyola
Marymount, scored 17,
and freshman Jess Hansen
scored a career-high 14
points, 12 coming on her
four three-pointers, while
Rogers added 11 points of
her own.

“THey’re an incredibly
tough teim to stop with

See IDAHO, p.3A
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WHERE'S MY SADDLE? Junior forward Juliano Jordani gets aggressive under the hoop, but
it Vi@BNew Mexico State that was all over the UCSB men's basketball team Saturday night

Women’s basketball

Women’s tennis

<®USC

N o events scheduled 130 pm.

M en’svolleyball
@ UC Irvine

7p.m.

@ North Texas

5p.m.

N o events scheduled

vs. M anitoba

M en’s basketball

vs. Utah State

Thunderdome 7 p.m.

FRIDAY

M en’s volleyball

Thunderdome 7 p.m.

SATURDAY

Women’s tennis vs.
UC Davis 1 p.m.

Women’s swimming vs.
UNLV/San Diego 2 p.m.

Men’s basketball
vs. Nevada
Thunderdome 7 p.m.

Women’s gymnastics vs.

Boise State 7 p.m.

SUNDAY

N o events scheduled
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Leopards Skinned by Santa Barbara
In First Official Match of the Season

By Brittany Langan
StaffWriter

When it rains, it pours.

The UCSB men’s volleyball team
drenched the University of La Verne with
a storm of spikes and kills Saturday night
in the Thunderdome. In their first official
game of the season, the Gauchos (1-0
overall) poured all .over the Leopards’
hopes of winning, beating them in threé
games 15-5,15-4, and 15-5.

“We had [La Verne] the whole time,”
sophomore setter Britt
Galafhg said. “It was our
first game of the season and
we didn’t know how every-
one was going to react with
the crowd. After the first
few plays we settled down
and had a really good
game.”

“In the beginning we hit
two balls out of bounds,”
senior middle blocker Andy
Tomkinson added. “We
were a little over-enthusiastic. It took us a
moment to relax and get into the groove
of the game but once we did it was confi-
dence-building and we did great.”

The Gauchos began their season in
front of a crowd of 343 at the
Thunderdome, and easily disposed of the
visiting Leopards in only 90 minutes.

“It was a good opening match for us,”
UCSB Head Coach Ken Preston said.
“It’s a good lead-in when we go on the
road Tuesday for our first conference
match against Irvine."

On Saturday, senior opposite Kevin
Collins led the team with 22 kills and a
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hitting percentage of .558. Along with
Collins, sophomore outside hitter Andy
Rivera held his own with 13 Kills and a
hitting percentage of .375, and led the
team in defensive digs with seven.

“Andy had a good game,”junior libero
Shane Johnston said. “He passed steadily
and was hitting really well. He had a good
all around game.”

The Gauchos overpowered ,the
Leopards in almost every aspect except
serving, where they made 17 serving
errors. Santa Barbara sliced up La Verne
in Kills, 68-35, defensive digs with 33-26
and blocks with 18-6 to
compensate for their short-
comings on the serve.

“Our middle blotkers
hit very well,” said Galang,
referring to junior Wes
Badorek and Tomkinson.
“They were up on every
ball, up on every play, and
they had a high hitting per-
centage.”

Last weekend in tour-
nament play, the Gauchos
blew past La Verne 15-1,15-7, and 15-5,
in addition to beating Cal Baptist and
Arizona. But UCSB couldnt keep up
with Stanford and lost to the Cardinal
15-3, 15-2, and 15-12, earning a fifth-
place finish.

“Our season is going good,”
Tomkinson said. “We are playing at a
good level; our enthusiasm is up. The
players and coaches are optimistic about
the season. We are going in with a good
attitude and we’re excited about it, our
team can accomplish a lot this year.”

iSee V-BALL, p.3A
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Continued from p. 2A

Santa Barbara is pitted against UC
Irvine on Tuesday in its first Mountain
Pacific Sports Federation league game.
The Gauchos tested the waters earlier
this year against the Anteaters and slid
past them in close volleyball play.

“Irvine is our first big game,”

IDAHO

Continued from p.1A

their combination of three-point shooters
and their inside game,” BSU Head Coach
Trisha Stevens said. “l thought we did a
nice job on their inside game ... but give
Jess Hansen a three, and she’s going to
knock it down.”

Senior Stephanie Block led the
Broncos with 24 points, but it wasnt
enough, although Boise out-rebounded
UCSB 41-40, and outscored Santa
Barbara 20-8 at one point in the first half.

“We got out-rebounded and they shot
47 percent from the floor,” French said. “I
thought Boise pushed the ball harder
than we did. ... They’re figuring us out ...
I'm glad Block’s a senior.”

LJCSB kept on rolling through the
Idaho schools when, on Sunday, ldaho
came to the Thunderdome, fresh offa 71-
59 victory over Cal Poly on Friday. But,
the Gauchos could care less as they ran up
the score on the Vandals in the first half,
scoring 66 points for a new school record.
The old record was 61 vs. Cal Poly in
1998. At the half, the score was 66-25.

But, while the Thunderdome crowd
was wondering just how high the
Gauchos could fly, they were shot down
by Idaho, who outscored them 41-18 in
the final 14 plus minutes. Even though
Santa Barbara won easily 95-69, the lapse
of the second half could be something to
worry about.

. “That was. certainly one of the best
halves weve put together,” French said

Tomkinson said. “We havent faced much
opposition so far this season, and they are
another team that plays at a high level. It
will be a good test for us.”

“We have the same game plan (on
Tuesday) as we did against La Verne,”
Galang added. “We have to make sure
everyone is involved and see that passers
are getting good passes in.”

about the first 20 minutes of play. “Idaho’s
a pretty good team. They showed that in
the second half. A lot of teams would
have rolled over.”

The Vandals (8-7,1-1) had nowhere to
go but up after their miserable half, where
at one point, they were down 29-2. But a
part of that was that senior scoring sensa-
tion Alii Nieman was on the bench with
three fouls for most of the first half. She
returned in round two to contribute 15 of
U I’s final 25 points.

Once again Buescher led the Gauchos
with 20 points and also dished six dimes.
UCSB had five players score in double
figures, with senior Kristi Rohr and
Cooper each putting in 12, sophomore
Kayte Christensen contributing 11 and
junior Nicole Greathouse adding 10.
Freshman Debby Caine, — whose coun-
terpart Jess Hansen scored her career-
high the previous game — showed she
could light it up with her career-high of
eight points. Clinesmith also dished six
assists to give her 18 in two conference
games.

But, after the huge win, it left French
and his coaching staff shaking their heads
trying to figure out how to get a full 40
minutes from their team.

“This isnt a new issue for us,” the 13-
year coach said. “We've tried everything.
We've tried screaming and yelling at half-
time. ... The team has to figure out pretty
much on their own how to be really good
when the only reason to be really good is
that they want to be really good.”
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for the BEST
Self-Service Carwash
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Attendant on duty most daylight hours
for your convenience, we care!

Self-Service Car Washing
At Its Finest

500 vacuums KiUr » B UTAH :~

Take 101 to Carril.o,

Carrillo to Anacapa,

5 blocks on Anacapa

to DALEE

lift
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[ ] 527 m
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101

527 Anacapa St. at Cota
One block parallel to State St. at Cota

OPEN 24 HOURS 965-7416

Save up

$120

OffAll Rings

TOTALUP TO

$240

SAVINGS
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to $200!

PLUS, UP TO

$120

Siore Merchandise

ARTC/IRVED

UCSB

UCen Bookstore BOOKSET ﬁglii

Isla Vista Dike Douflgue

1999 THRESHOLDS ana 3.3's

NEW BIKES

Mongoose DX4.3 Aluminumv/shock..$349
NJJNFolding Mtn. Bike.ene. $375

Univega 600 Full Suspension  Sde %9

Mongoose 9.5 Downhill/

ZzyzX ShOCK. . vvvrsveevvrrrree $1879

Cali Crazy Bey Cruiser Closeout ..$145
Bike E Recumbant

(world's most comfortable bike).....ccun.. $675
Bike E w/Rear Shocks........ $1099
Dahon Folding Bike........cnnn. $199
USED BIKES
BaASIC BiKE......vvveeesssssiiisssssssneeesssssssssnnns $69
Miyara 200 ... $139
ROSS Shark....veessniiisssssseeessnss $99
Beach Cruiser

Women's Schwinn...... . $109
Men's Schwinn Cruiser.......... $169

ROCK SHOX

Indy SL Long Travel.$245
Marzocchi Atombomb $345

Hannebrink Zzyzy. $585 . R
Indys C......... $155 Marzocchi 25 .$199
Manatou $129 Bellistic........$45
Quisr Shox $66 RST280...... $89

with a Rock
Shot Plus $80

TAX INCLUDED ON PARTS

Wheels Steel SALE..... $20
Spin Wheel Set.....mmrminernnns $460
QUICK FIAT FIXES & BIKE REPAIR
THFES s s from $10

WE “RENT” MTN. BIKES.... $25 A DAY

REGULAR BIKE RENTALS: $15 A DAY
$65 A QUARTER

5Mn. Rats Fixed. .. $6.66

LIGHT SPECIAL Headlight/Taillight $20
Cateye Hallogen Headlight
Lost Your Key? Locks Cut...
LV, T-ShirtS e oo

U-Locks........ $13.89 Hax
Cruiser Seats......onn $17
Y10 [ from $15
Kryptonite U-LOCK....cversnrensnn $22

880 Embarcadero del Mar ®968-3338
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When you’re broke, you look at things in a whole new way.

So for textbooks and stuff, hit ecampus.com. You'll save up to 50%. And shipping’s always free.

Textbooks & Stuff. Cheap.

Win a trip to Jamaica for Spring Break. No purchase necessary. Sweepstakes begins 01/03/00 and ends 02/17/00. Open to US residents, 18 years and older. Void where prohibited For details see Official Rules
on www.ecampus.com or send a self addressed stamped envelope by 02/10/00 to: c/o Rolling Stone Spring Break, 1290 Avenue of the Americas. NY, NY 10104. (WA and VT residents may omit return postage.)


http://www.ecampus.com

