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Two UCSB paramedics check their equipment for what may be the last time as budget cuts
threaten to close down the service.

Budget Crisis Threatens Paramedic Unit

By Debbie Hake
Staff Writer

The campus paramedic unit
that serves approximately
25,000 residents in and around
UCSB could be given the axe ifa
proposal from university admi-
nistrators is approved by Santa
Barbara County and UCSB.

Prompted by the UC’s devas-
tating budget crisis, the proposal
would eliminate the UCSB
Paramedic/Rescue Office,
whose three full-time paramed-
ics and seven student emergency
medical technicians respond to
approximately 780 calls in Isla
Vista, Goleta Beachand on cam-
pus each year.

If the station is closed, para-
medics might not be able to re-
spond quickly enough to “ad-
vanced life support” emergen-
cies — situations in which
victims require assistance in five
minutes or less. “Our response
now is approximately three to
four minutes, this could double

if we are eliminated,” Rescue
Operations Supervisor Guy Bull
said.

The calls would be picked up
by Unit 11, a private rescue ser-
vice located at Storke and Hol-
listerin Goleta. The unit’s work-
load is expected to double if the
UCSB paramedic service is
discontinued.

But]ohn Eaglesham, manager
of Mobile Life Support, the com-
pany which runs Unit 11,
doesn't foresee a problem. “Our
reponse-time now to the area is
an average of 4.38 minutes”, he
said. “If the fire department re-
sponds before we do, they can
stabilize the patient by the time
we get there.”

Bull disagrees, claiming that
the time taken in getting the pa-
tient to the hospital could make
a big difference. “A lot of the
emergencies — especially in Isla
Vista — are people falling off
roofs, balconies and cliffs. In si-
tuations like this, timing is every-
thing. The single mostimportant
thing is to get the patient to the

hospital,” he said.

Vice Chancellor of Admini-
strative Services David Sheldon,
whose office forwarded the
proposal, isnt sure how the
county isgoingto reactto the eli-
mination of the rescue team.
However, he feels assured that
service would, continue. “We
would get the same support as
any other member of the
county,” he said.

Sheldon stresses the fact that
the proposal is in no way a re-
flection of the performance of
the paramedics. “This does not
communicate that the paramed-
icsare not living up to our expec-
tations, it’s simply a matter of
money,” he said.

The proposal is still under
consideration by the county and
UCSB, but it is making the para-
medics very nervous when it
comes to their job security. “The
only thing that is going to save
the paramedics is concerned
people who voice their opinion
on this thing,” Bull said.
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New State Budget Cuts
$12.5 Million From UC

University Grapples With Latest Funding Loss

By Bonnie Bills
Staff Writer

Although the state Assembly
approved a budget plan contain-
ing $12.5 millionin cuts to the UC
last week, the University stands to
lose even more funding if several
key bills are not passed in coming
days.

Without the approval of several
“implementation” bills, Gover-
nor Pete Wilson’s $56.4-billion
spending plan will be rendered ih-
operable and the Legislature will
have to revamp the budget, As-
semblyman Jack O’Connell (D-
Santa Barbara) said.

The bills, which include several
taxincrease proposals and welfare
program cuts needed to finance
the spending plan, will be voted
on later this week.

Cuts to the University could be
even worse than the projected fig-
ure of $12.5 million if new
revenue-producing measures,
such as higher vehicle registration
fees and tax increases on retail
sales and cable television, fail to
be approved and legislators have
to rework the budget, UC Public
Relations Officer Mike Alva said.

Although UC officials do not
know which campuses and what
areas will be hit by the new cuts,
administrators hope to present a
report detailing how the cuts will
be distributed to the UC Regents
in late July, said Mike Lassiter, a
spokesperson forthe UC Office of
Budget and Public Relations.

According to UCSB Assistant
Chancellor for Budget and Man-
ning Robert Knntz, me implemen-

See BUDGET, pJ2

UCSB Alumnus Reminisces About
Role in Diplomatic Fight With Iraq

By Jason Ross
Staff Writer

In the months leading up to the
Persian GulfWar, UCSB alumnus
Joe Wilson’s job as charge
d’affaires of the U.S. Embassy in
Baghdad often had him speaking
on behalf of a nation perched on
the brink of war, but he seldom
used the typical, dull diplomatic
language.

“I taught the Iraqis 17 different
conjugations of the ‘F-word’ in a
singlé paragraph,” Wilson
boasted during a talk at the UCSB
Faculty Club on Tuesday. He calls
it “In-Your-Face Diplomacy.”

Funny, flippant, frank and of-
ten wvulgar, the 1972 graduate
spent an hour blending political
analysis with offhand observa-
tions; mixing off-the-record pre-

State Programs to Shift to County Control Under Budget

By Bonnie Bills
Staff Writer

Governor Pete Wilson’s plan to
shift several important programs
from the state level to the counties
has sparked debate among county
officials who disagree on whatthe
long-term consequences of the
move will be.

Wilson’s $56.4 billion budget,
recently passed by the state Legis-
lature, transfers the responsibility
for providing $2.2 billion in social
programs to county governments
inan effortto help erase the state’s
$14.3 billion funding shortfall.

Funding for the shift of prog-
rams for mental health care,
public health care and other social
services, however, depends on

two “implementation” bills that
must still be approved by the
Legislature.

Santa Barbara County Health
Care Officer Sarah Miller ex-
pressed the concern that if the
bills, which call for increases in
taxes and motor vehicle fees, do
not pass, the county may receive
cutbacks in funding. “Ifthere isno
source for giving us the money we
could be in serious trouble,” she
said.

However, Assemblyman Jack
O’Connell (D-Santa Barbara)
said that it is unlikely that the
county will have to take responsi-
bility for funding the shift. “We
could pass the obligation to the
counties, but that is not our in-
tent,” he said.

Although some local officials

feel that the shift in funding-will be
beneficial to county health and

social service programs, many be-

lieve that the shift will only cause
financial strife in the future.
‘We don't see any real benefits
in the shift,” Miller said, adding
that she believes county health

care services will be financially

stable next year when the shift is
enacted. She feels that in future
years, however, increases in the
cQsts of providing services may be
greater than the revenues raised
by the sales tax hike.

But Deputy Director of Admi-
nistration for Mental Health Ser-
vices Caiyl Andrew disagreed.
“We expect the future to be better
under the governor’s proposal be-
cause there should be a growth in
funding over the years,” she said.

Andrew also said that the shift
in funding will be beneficial be-
cause it will bring all of the man-
agement for county mental health
care programs together, creating a
better managed and more respon-
sive service. “Leaving the county
in control will be much better be-
cause they answer more directly to
the public,” she said.

Sharing Andrew’s viewpoint is
Deputy of Finance for Social Ser-
vices Michelle Fitzpatrick, who
believes the county will be better
able to handle responsibility for
social services than the state. “We
will have more flexibility to struc-
ture these programs to meet the
needs of the local community,”
she said.

See SERVICES, p.3

dictions for the Middle East with
wistful anecdotes.

Wilson and other embassy staff
met with Iraqi diplomats “at least
once a day,” last fall in an effort to
gain the release of American hos-
tages held as “human shields.”

“Saddam Hussein had at-
tempted to intimidate the coali-
tion’s diplomats, but he ended up
intimidated by them,” Wilson
said, referring to the hostage
release.

Employing the principle of
“plausible deniability,” Wilson
and afew other diplomats secretly
dropped information to selected
sources without informing
higher-ups.

One such move they made was
an intentional “leak” to CBS news
anchor Dan Rather stating that

See ALUMNUS, p.7
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er Blackout Throws Campus Into Disarray

<out darkened UCSB for overan hour Tuesday,
lor inconveniences for some and briefly trap-
others In an elevator,

ckout resulted from a disruption in under-
ground electrical lines near the Public Safety Btilklinp,
shuttfngdovmthelibraryand throwingagiant wrench in

the well-oiled machinety of UCSB.
“The status was that there was a blackout. Things that
jcity wouldnt work/’ Vice Chancellor of

nvenience. There worry about elevators,
work when the ventilators shut down. Lots

was Ift pat$g't

The wony over elevators
dents were caught between
Ute library. ":

“One person got upset,”™ Library Assistant Ro-
sanne Barker. “She said she m uldn’t breathe so 1told
her to take a few deep brea ere was an emergency
figbhtso tfcgy ware

-While
pus remained open for cla |
cancelled were by a ease-by
i information Office Director

i justified, as severed stu-
fifth and sixth floors

whn, the rest of the cam-
|"Any classes that were
situation,” said Public

had to work to make sure that no life or limb |

Five Professors Honored by Students

By Ross French
Staff Writer

Five UCSB instructors have been named
Professors of the Year by Mortar Board af-
ter undergrads cast their votes for the
awards during the Spring General
Election.

Taking the honors were English Profe-
ssorFrank McConnell, environmental stu-
dies Professor Marc McGinnes, political
science professor Manoutchehr
Eskandari-Qajar, computer science and
engineering Professor Roger C. Wood, and
College of Creative Studies Lecturer Harry
Reese.

The selections were made by members of
the Mortar Board senior honor society,
who tallied the 1,500 ballots with respectto
each instructor’s class size, and also con-
sidered student comments on the ballots.

“Professors don’t have alot of opportun-
ity to get feedback about how they are do-
ing, and this is a way to let them know,”
Bret Jonas of Mortar Board said.

Following tradition, each winner was
notified of the award by an in-class visit

from Mortar Board representatives, who
halted classto announce the professor’s re-
ciept of the honors.

“Someone called and asked ifthey could
take some time from my class to present an
award,” said McGinnes. “When | found
out it was to me | was truly flabbergasted
and overwhelmed. It’s a great honor.”

McConnell, who also won the award in
1985, teaches the immensely popular Sci-
ence Fiction and Art of the Narrative
courses. He was cited not only for a capti-
vating teaching style, but, according to one
ballot, “for being the only professor with
enough guts to stand up for what he be-
lieves in regardless ofwhat the administra-
tion thinks.”

“(The students) are the reason I’'mstill in
this racket; | love teaching,” McConnell
said. “I like to feel I'm doing something
worthwhile, plus it’s a hell ofagood way to
make a living.”

Pastwinners ofthe eight-year-old award
have included Black studies Professor Ger-
ald Home, biology Professor Barry Tano-
witz and religious studies Professor Walter
Capps.

BUDGET

Continued from p.I
tation of Wilson’s budget
could resultin more cuts to
student services and addi-
tional staff reductions on
campus, although he did
not anticipate that any sal-

“We don’t know what the
implications of (the cuts)
are forthe campus, but obvi-
ously any additional cuts
are problematic,” Kuntz
said.

O’Connell added that
some of the state money
which will be lost under

cent fee increase already
slated for UC students.

According to Lassiter,
UC President David Gard-
ner has stated that he will
not increase student fees
beyond the 40 percent hike
even if new cuts are handed
down by the Legislature.

" 11 Dan Hilldale

Professor Marc McGin-
nes is one of the five
UCSB faculty members
honored by campus
undergraduates as the
1990-91 Professor of
the Year.

ing will impact the same
areas of the University
which were hit when the
system faced a $295 million
shortfall earlier this year,
said Meredith Khachigian,
chair-electfortheUC Board
of Regents. “We won’t
touch tiie student fees any-
more, I’'m sure it will be an

ary decreases will be
instated.

Wilson’s budget will be
made up through the 40 per-

across-the-board kind of

Instead, cuts in UC fund-  thing,” she said.
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Judicial Council Edict
Restores A.S. Attorney
General’s Honorarium

By Anita Miralle
Stiff Writer

In a recent court appeal, Associated Students Judicial
Council overturned a decision made by lastyear’s A.S. Legi-
slative Council and granted A.S. Attorney General Bruce
Nater the $100 honaorarium which Leg Council had tried to
withhold.

At its last meeting ofthe academic school year, Leg Coun-
cil voted unanimously to withhold Nater’s pay on the
grounds that he did not fulfill his duties. The next day, Nater
appealed his case, saying that he had completed the neces-
sary work as specified in the A.S. Constitution and there-
fore deserved his money.

Judicial Council sided with Nater, stating in a written
opinion that “although Nater did not do as much as he
could have, and didn’t inspire much confidence in his per-
formance, we feel that prorating his honorarium to a less
amount than $100 is not something the council would feel
comfortable doing.”

This opinion was drawn from the fact that Nater did in-
deed hold the required amount of office hours each week as
outlined in the constitution, and assisted in two cases
brought before him in an “equitable and reasonable
manner.”

The method in which Nater handled these two cases —
Bedrosianv. A.S. Elections and a Leg Council mandate that
he petition for the dismissal of then-Daily Nexus Editor in
Chief Larry Speer — was the basis of Leg Council’s argu-
ment against the former attorney general.

However, Judicial Council believed that Leg Council
should not have applied these instances “as a basis for Mr.
Nater’s honorarium approval or denial.”

In the latter of the two cases, Nater refused to follow Leg
Council’s instructions and did not seek Speer’s dismissal.

“A.S. isupsetthat 1did notfollow their directive ...(on) a
personal problem between (former A.S. Communications
Board Co-chair Eric) Jensen and Speer,” Nater said, adding
that he believes the matter “should not have ever been
brought up in public forum.”

A.S. President Rachel Doherty agrees with both Nater
and Judicial Council, stating that the final decision made in
this disagreement was sound and unbiased.

“This problem seems to come from someone who had a
personal opinion on the performance of Nater’s work and
was unsatisfied with the actions Nater took,” Doherty said.
“The individual who brought this matter before Leg Coun-
cil was the only person who had ever worked with Nater.”

Doherty also commented that the fact that no Leg Coun-
cil members showed up for the appeal hearing was indica-
tive of Leg Council’s lack of commitment to their own
decision.

Jensen, who initially brought Nater’s questionable per-
formance to Leg Council, disagreed with Judicial Council’s
verdict, saying that “Nater obviously did not perform to his
potential.”
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Weather

This summer, the weather will’consist mostly of
some early morning clouds, and coo! sunny after-
noons. (Actually, that’s the same sentence we used
last time, get used to it.) Anyway all 'this hype over
winning the cold war is neglecting one simple, but
overwhelmingly important development. Tetris.
When was the last time you sat down, intending to do
something important, and just flipped on Tetris for a
second? Then another game? When was the last time
you actually did anything important? Ifitweren’t for
Tetris, America would be doing something really im-
portant now, like watching television.
WEDNESDAY
High 70, low, 48. Sunrise 5:57. Sunset 8:21
THURSDAY
High 68, low, 48 1992 Super Bowl winners, — The
Washington Redskins



Daily Nexus

UCen Budget Cutbacks Trim
Staff; Price Hike Unexpected

By Brooke Nelson
Reporter

Although prices in the University Center
rose last year despite administrators’
pledges that they wouldnt, UCen staffare
delivering the same promise this year, say-
ing students won’t be opening their pock-
etbooks any wider when they enter the
Country Store.

The center’s 1991-92 budget, approved
last quarter by the UCen Governance
Board, totals just under $17 million and re-
flects a $2 million decrease from this year’s
projected figures.

“We will earn just enough revenue to of-
fset the expenses of running the building
and paying bills,” UCen Director Alan
Kirby said.

While the UCen is not directly affected
by state budget cuts, next year’s lower ex-
pected revenue total is indirectly caused by
a current slump in consumer spending and
increased student fees. With less money to
spend, students and departments will be
less willing to purchase UCen merchan-
dise, Kirby said.

Even though administrators had said
last year that no price increases were
planned, a four percent price hike on food
itmes was implemented in Februaiy, after
Dining Services was hitwrjththree price in-
creases from suppliers, Dining Services Di-
rector Doug Garner said.

According to UCen policy, food ser-
vices, which provide 16 percent of the
UCen’s revenues, may raise or lower their
prices by five percent annually, Gamer
said. “We never go into a newyearwith any
planned increases in prices, ” he said. "Our
pricing is purely driven by the cost of raw
goods.”

The bookstore is the largest source of re-
venue in the UCen, comprising 56 percent
of total income. Bookstore Director Ken
Bowers said profits from computer sales,
which may account for as much as $2 mil-
lion of the budget, have dropped this year.

Unlike Dining Services, bookstore ad-
ministrators may raise and lower costs at
will in response to changes in wholesale
prices and inventory. “The bookstore
changes its prices every day,” Kirby said.

“Spending $97 on one class is kind ofa
bummer,”senior law and society major An-
thony Romero said, as he emerged from the
bookstore. “I've kind ofjust succumbed to
it,” he added.

Kirby said that the projected decrease in
revenue has prompted the UCen admi-
nistration to make cuts in personnel and
some services. The bookstore has held
sales and trimmed its staff to hold down
textbook prices, he said.

Kirby emphasized that this year’s cuts in
staffand services should not be noticed by
the public, but he added that UCen cus-
tomers may have to wait in longer lines.

bility for the money, using it
SERVI CES for purposes other than
mental health care. “Know-
ing the way the county oper-

Continued from p.l

ates, there is a question of

However, Mental Health whether the money would
Services Union Representa- be truly used for mental
tive Frank Allen feels that health and not be siphoned
the county may take advan- off to other programs.” he

tage of the shift in responsi-  said.
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OPINION

Keeping Secrets

Editorial

When the Supreme Court ruled Monday that
anonymous sources can sue a newspaper ifit reve-
alshisor heridentity, itdid sowith the intention of
upholding the individual’s rights. But instead of
providing needed security for sources who are
promised confidentiality, the courtis unnecessar-
ily setting up roadblocks for journalists when they
consider their ethical obligation to their readers
and informants.

This ruling encourages individuals to pursue
legal action against journalists, who are now more
likely to sizzle in the hot seat In a society where
lawsuits run amok, the ruling seems shortsighted.
The courtwill have to choose whose testimonial is
more convincing based on vague and ambiguous
evidence. Neither side will he able to produce sub-
stantial evidence to prove whether an oral promise
was made, exceptin the uncommon case where in-
terviews were recorded on tape.

Media lawyers have assured newspapers they
will be faced with more and more cases of sources
from previous articles claiming infringements on
confidentiality agreements they made with
reporters.

By setting this dangerous precedent, the press
has been shackled to the court system. It seems ir-
onic that the Supreme Court is ruling that news-
papers should always uphold confidentiality
agreements when journalists have been punished
— in the form of heavy fines and jail sentences —
for refusing to reveal a source’s name to a court.
The court has reprehensibly put itself in the ulti-
mate position of authority by deciding when a
source should be made public or remain hidden in
the shade of anonymity. They have inadvertently
stepped on the press’toes and opened the door for

Doonesbury
YOUBGL- HONCY, BREAK UJHATSTHB
LCHGPSR?  QUTACASSOF OCCASION,  TVSCFHOALLY
_OLRBBSTMOST! SIR? BACOVBAN
IMCBLBBRATING ALCOHOLIC!
M tti TONGHN

if | get too mellow, I-1 ripen and then
rot.”

Woody Allen
in Annie Hall

STACEY TEAS/Dnly Nexu*

people to attack the print media.

The court said its decision merely enforces state
laws that require the press to keep promises they
have made and thatthe First Amendment does not
grant the them limitless protection to publish any
or all truthful information about a newsworthy
event.

But in fact there are laws — including libel laws
and other such restrictive regulations — which
provide much of the same protection which this
ruling was meant to secure. It’s obvious that the
reputation of an individual should be protected
against damage, and these can do jgst that. How-
ever, an informant makes a conscious decision
when he or she talks to a reporter. If confidential-
ity is granted, it’s in the best interest ofthe press to
uphold the source’swish — unless an ethical obli-
gation makes revealing the name ofthat source ab-
solutely necessary. However, providing individu-
als with the right to sue is expanding the reach of
the legal system into the daily workings of the free
press.

In some circumstances, a news source becomes
central to an article and without identifying the
source, the story loses validity. But more impor-
tantly, some sources may turn out to have provided
slanted or biased information and their identity
becomes a story in itself — as was the situation
which led up to this ruling. The ultimate decision
to reveal asource is ajudgementcall and has tradi-
tionally rested with the newspaper itself. Although
there needs to be some mediation provided
through outside agencies such as the courts, the
current laws provide more than adequate protec-
tion. This new ruling serves to extend the reach of
the courts even further into the workings of the
press — an extension which may ultimately prove
to work against the ideals of a truly free press.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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David Braun

| am pleased to see the Nexus devote an editorial Qune
24) to the extremely important issue of UC’s mismanage-
ment ofthe only two U.S. labs authorized to design and test
nuclear warheads. The prospect that the regents may relin-
quish the contracts appeals to me. The editorial would have
been more compelling without several errors that the re-
gents love to propagate. I’ll reply to the editorial, paragraph
by paragraph:

Paragraph 1: Yes, the UC will not participate ifthe Dept,
of Energy puts the contracts out for public bidding.

Paragraph 2: Yes, there is hope that the ties will be cut.

Paragraph 3: Last year’s votes dealt with management of
the labs at Livermore and Los Alamos along with the Ne-
vada Test Site, not the Lawrence Berkeley Lab. No classi-
fied research occursat LBL. No foreign policy lobbying. No
nuclear weapons tests. No superfund-size toxic leaks. LBL
is an integral part of the UC campus, and nobody wants a
new manager for LBL.

Paragraph 4: Profitisnotand never has been an issue. On
page one, the Nexus quotes David Gardner saying, “We do
itatno profit...” The University actually loses out in the deal
after accounting for opportunity costs. Time top admini-
strators spend dealing with laboratory issues prevents them
from dealing with matters relating to education or research

UC’s management of the nuclear wea-
pons laboratories cloaks the nation’s
weapons work in a veil of legitimacy to
placate a few non-inquiring souls.

programs. UC Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs
William Frazer estimated that he spent approximately 20
percent of his time dealing with laboratory issues.

Paragraph 4: The labs do indeed “employ many Univer-
sitymembers.” By definition ofthe contracts, lab employees
work for the UC. The labs also “provide excellent research
opportunities” but mainly to non-UC researchers: In 1989,
90 percent ofthe Los Alamos budget and 60 percent of the
Livermore budget for research collaboration with universi-
ties went to non-UC campuses.

Paragraph 4: The Nexus says labs “... gamer national rec-
ognition and prestige for the UC system.” Maybe that’s why

WANTED:

A Summer
Subletterfor
My Brain

William Toren

I've decided it’s time to be realistic and stop
thinking for myself.

Y’see, the realization that making my own
decisions just isn’t worth it has been slowly
building in my brain for some time, and now it’s
time to stop resisting it. Yup, time to grow up.
Brainpower issuch a valuable commodity these
days, for one thing, that using mine when I'm
not getting paid for it seems like a waste—after
all, who flips burgers for four to eight hours a
day unless some kind of monetary compensa-
tion is in the offering? It’s the same thing.

Add to that the fact that the effort itselfisn’t
worth it. It’s justtoo hard on thé old grey matter
to look at the world around me and try to make
sense of it on my own. There really seems to be,
try as | might to deny it, much more than one
side to eveiy issue. How do | decide which isthe
“right” or “true” one, and still have time for
school, work, and what passes for my social life
these days? What is the “right” or “true” posi-
tion to take? Why the hell should I have to fig-
ure itout for myself? Yeah, OK, some decisions
are easier than others—*“Get Smart”reruns are
ofabsolute value—butwhat about some ofthe
more fuzzy areas of our collective human exper-
ience? Was the Kings’ trade worth it? Could
Reagan have really been that bad if, even now,
he remains one of our most popular presidents?
Should I read comic strips that feature mothers
and housewives? Who wrote the Book of Love
and wouldn’t we all be better off if I kill him or
herwhen Ifind out? Life isn’t about finding an-
swers to these stupid questions, it’s aboutbeing
happy. .

My decision to give up control of my
intellectual/political/social self-determination
leaves me with a dilemma, however — | still
have one more choice to make before I’'m home
jtae>Jn»whow Jexkifrbandsj*iouidJ«placE

faith and
who have
tunately
Well, |
more thai
my decis

claiming



Livermore Lab spent $86,000 on a study that concluded
that it has a public image crisis (San Francisco Chronicle,
May 10,1990). Ibetyou know some people who could have

al (June  provided that information more economically. UC Presi-
nanage- dent Gardner’s own spokesman says the management
and test  “hasn’tbenefited us in any tangible way and hasn’t resulted
ay relin-  in a lot of positive public relations.” (Los Angeles Times,
[ld have  June 12,1991). Some of the “positive” public attention ar-
tthe re-  rivedwhen RoyWoodruff, a high level Livermore Lab direc-
ragraph  tor, was assigned to a windowless office for pointing out
that Edward Teller made
le Dept, exaggerated claimsabout
ding. Star Wars to ensure Rea-
lbe cut. gan would send big
imentof bucks to the Lab. The
the Ne-  public enjoyed watching
o classi- a UC Berkeley professor
ng. No battle UC lawyers in
ks. LBL  courtfor fiveyears before
wantsa being allowed to give a
lecture in the public, un-
jsue. On  classified auditorium at
“Wedo Livermore. Livermore
thedeal voters were slightly per-
admini-  turbed when they had to
Itsthem  stop a UC-backed planto
mesearch  build an incinerator to
bum radioactive waste.
Many other scandals are
well known.
Paragraph 5: UC pro-
vea’t- tects the labs from “un-
ons scrupulous corporate
'y to claws.” The regents
probably enjoyed escap-
ing that description for
once. Professor Dane Ar-
cher of UC Santa Cruz
has characterized the
rAffairs  labs as “defense contrac-
ately 20  tors in scientists’ clo-
es. thing.” UC’s manage-
Univer-  ment ofthe nuclear wea-
iployees  pons laboratories cloaks
sesearch  the nation’snuclearwea-
[n 1989, pons work in a veil of legitimacy to placate a few non-
it ofthe inquiring souls.
iniversi- Paragraph 6: The regents are refusing to take an active
stand against participation in the nuclear arms race.” That
mal rec-  sure is a weak way to say that the regents use UC manage-
at’swhy ment to protect the labs that drive the arms race in its de-

structive direction rather than ponder peaceful means of
conflict resolution and sustainable resource management.
Compare, for example, the labs’$2 billion annual budget to
the roughly $2 million spent everyyear by the regents on the
Institute on Global Conflictand Cooperation, which man-
ifests itselfat UCSB as the Global Peace and Security Prog-
ram. Afactor of 1,000 separates the regents’commitment to
study peace form its commitment to produce a nuclear war.

Because the labs drive the arms race, we have a military-
industrial society that threatens (in the words of President
Eisenhower) "to destroy from within what ittries to protect
from without.” Without the efforts of the labs to derail
peaceful arms control strategies, we wouldn’t have such an
unbalanced military establishment.

Some question whether ending UC’s managementwould
make any difference, if, in the end, someone else would just

JAY SCHWARTZ/Duly Menu.

take overin itsplace. Toa certain extent | agree, and itreally
does make no difference who manages the nuclear weapons
labs unless they are held responsible and accountable for
what takes place there. Currently, the University is not held
accountable, but, ironically, that may be the excuse they use
to sever this relationship. Ifrequired by the DOE to be liable
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for lab activities, the University is concerned about the con-
sequences they and, ultimately, state taxpayers would bear
for the toxic and inhuman events that occur behind the
fences, and sometimes leak out. The regents realize that
these consequences exceed our capabilities and even theirs.

As the saying goes, “Do it or it will done to you.” Let me
offer some suggestions, applicable regardless of who runs
the labs.

1) Remain informed on developments at the laboratories.
The Jendresen report provides a thorough introduction for
those events prior to 1990.

2) Support efforts to establish nuclear-free zones.

3) Promote efforts to reduce our reliance on nuclear
power and fossil fuels such as energy efficiency and alter-
nate energy strategies. Stop using cars when they are not
needed.

4) Write to the regents ofthe UCto ask them to stop man-
aging the labs.

5) Write to the president and congressional representa-
tives to urge their support fora comprehensive test ban tre-

Without the efforts of the labs to derail
peaceful arms control strategies, we
wouldn’t have such an unbalanced mili-
tary establishment

aty which would improve global environmental security.
Even Livermore Lab verification specialists agree that such
a test ban is feasible. The United States remains the only
countiy that refuses to signa CTB. In the January meeting of
the Partial Test Ban Treaty Amendment Conference, the
U.S. even threatened to boycott any U.N. sessions that
merely discuss a CTB.

David Braun is a graduate student in electrical and com-
puter engineering and a member of LABWATCH.

The Reader’s Voice
All Right Alfonso!

Editor, Daily Nexus:

As a former Nexus writer (from the middle ages - the
1970s) and current professional editor, | want to advise
you that you have a genius on your hands. Please let Al-
fonso Kelly (“Surfers: Right on the Marxist!”; May 22)
know that if he ever gets up here to the lands of true ex-
tremism in water temperature and political theoiy, he’
entitled to a beer or three on me. Brilliant.

STEVER HEILIG
Surfers’ Medical Association

groujimentality I’'m looking for. There are vari-
ous religious organizations that could help me
out, butit’s just not the same without the Index
of Banned Books telling what to read and
think.

I’m male and heterosexual, which may keep
me from identifying too strongly with the
struggle against sexism. On the other hand, I'm
far from wealthy, so | can't really follow along
with the oppressors. I’ve tried just giving every-
one a certain (yet dwindling with time) basic
human respect, butthat’stoo hard— I just need
some way of knowing who it’s OK to be a bas-
tard to.

Maybe I’m going about this the wrong way.
Perhaps existing movements are lacking some-
thing, and it’s wrong to place my ethics at their
disposal. Afterall, almostall of them focus on a
relatively narrow aspect of life —who can give
me whole-life direction?

Somebody should come up with a listofdo’s
and don’t’s, an answer sheet to life’s dilemmas,
a “correction guide,” ifyou will. I already know
not to read American Psycho, courtesy of the
National Organization for Women, howzabout
the restofit? Can anyone outthere tell me ifthe
world would be better off if I refused to listen to
the latest from NWA or to watch CBS? That it
would be better forthe UCto drop certain kinds
of research, even if the loss of grant money
prices me out of a now-ethical education?

Maybe a bunch of people can get together
and eliminate those shades of grey that pop up
so irritatingly, and provide me with one, and
only one, truth. Just give me some absolutes —
certain words are always bad no matter how
they’re used, certain people are always lying no
matter whatthey say, etc.—that kind ofthing. |
want to have something | can’t give myself —
complacency. | want to be able to, by following
directions and going through the motions, take
a stand withoutany mental effort, and feel con-
fident in the knowledge that I’'m right, to boot.

If it’s not asking too much, there’s another
thing 1d like also. Since there may always be
those who insist that therfe is more than one
right answer to any given question (like I used
to be), is there any way to silence anybody who
disagrees with the absolute truth as it’s been for-
mulated? Only by refusing to be exposed to

lith and empowerment? | know many people
'no have no problem with this question, unfor-
mately | haven’t been able to join them.
Well, let’s see what I've got already. | have
lore than a few problems with relinquishing
ly decision-making abilities'to any group
laiming to represenljny. etfiaicityv):QJLim&. .

thing, while 1 don’t understand why any mem-
ber of a minority group would support the Sta-
tus Quo (Republican) Party, it strikes me as ra-
cist to assume a person’s political or social
views are oriented in any particular fashion on
the basis of her ethnic background alone. That

mind is what I'm trying to avoid. What does
bother me about total ethnic identification is
that, for me, the only role model who comes
close to sharing my racial background that I can
think of is Tommy Chong. Sorta scary, | think.

I don’t have the moneyto go greek, while that

their misconceptions can | remain without
doubt of my superiority and correctness. After
all, less debate means less thinking, and less
thinking means less confusion, and less confu-
sion means an easy, happy life for everyone.

William Toren isajunior majoring in philoso-

shouldnt bother me, however, haying an-open ,,system.does.tend to offerJhekindjpf.hflUstifc-.. phy xmd .the Nexus copy editor.
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SPORTS

1 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Nexut File Photo

ROW, ROW, ROW YOUR BOAT— Five members ofthe UCSB women'’s crew team hit the road to Cincinnati,
rowed, and then rode home with a national title in the four with coxswain event.

Women Close Out Season With National Crown

By Ross French
Staff Writer

With one fluid burst of motion, five members of the
UCSB rowing team took the women’s collegiate four with
coxswain event at the National Collegiate Rowing
Championships held June 8 at Harsha Lake in Cincinnati,
Ohio.

The boat, which consisted of stroke Nancy Sovik,
Kathy Graff, Aimee Baker, Kristine Franson and coxswain
Jen Perret, overcame afast startby Brown University, then
cruised to a seven-second victory over second-place Mills
College to clinch their second consecutive national
championship in the event. Purdue was third, while
George Washington, Brown, USC and Kansas rounded
out the field.

“They started down, but they put together a good piece
of rowing,” women’s coach Jim Henchrow said of the
UCSB entry. “It was probably the most impressive bit of
rowing in the National Championships.”

UCSB has been a notoriously slow starter in races this

year, so when Brown jumped out to an early one-
boatlength lead, the Gauchos stuck to theirgame plan and
made their move at the 600-meter mark.

“We have been consistently slow at the start, but | knew
itwouldnt be a problem,” Henchrow said. “I knew that if
they stuck to the race plan, they’d go through everybody.”

“People came up to me after the race and said ‘What
have your girls got in there, a motor?”” he added.

With three-fifths ofthe crew returning from last season,
Henchrow had little worry about repeating as champions.
“They just proved that a different lineup could take it. |
just said, ‘Go out and prove that you’re the National
Champion crew that you are,”” he said.

An additional factor of encouragement was that UCSB
was one ofthe few entries whose program is not funded by
its university. In feet, rather than absorb the cost of taking
aboatto Cincinnati, the team instead rented a newer boat
from Radcliffe College.

Although the team season isover, Baker has travelled to
Boston where she is currently training for the United
States National Team, and is, according to Henchrow,
“setting the standards for the ergometer scores.”

Daily Nexus

Three UCSB V-Ballers
Head to Olympic Fest

By Eric McLennan
Reporter

For the second consecutive year, three members of the
UCSB men’s volleyball team will compete among the na-
tion’s best at the U.S. Olympic Festival, which begins July
12 in Los Angeles.

Returning juniors Todd Ahmadi and Jason Mount, along
with former teammate David Leath will participate in the
festival — which is considered a steppingstone to the
Olympics.

Gaucho Head Coach Ken Preston is pleased with the
trio, since they survived a rigorous two-day tryout in May.
Ahmadi described the tryouts, which narrowed a field of
140 to 48 in half a day, as “pure hell.”

Leath and Mount, both of whom played in the 1988
NCAA Championship game for UCSB, agree they have
never encountered competition at this level.

“The factthat they raised the age limitto 23and under has
made tiyouts much tougher this year,” Preston said.

Additionally, the players from the West — which tradi-
tionally produces the strongest teams—will be equally dis-
tributed throughout the four regional teams from the East,
North, South and West.

“It’s going to be damn competitive,” said Ahmadi, who
will play swing outside hitter for the North squad. “It’ll be
great experience for us, playing for real big crowds.” The fes-
tival takes place from July 12 to 21 at Loyola Marymount
University.

O

NOTES: What'’s the deal with Diehl? According to Preston, for-
mer Gaucho Mike Diehl is currently attending summer school at
UCLA, butthere is no indication whether or not he will be playing
volleyball for the Bruins next year. The outside hitter announced
last spring that he was transferring from UCSB to play at another
school.

INTRAMURALS ARE FOR EVERYONE!!

DRINK
RESKMHY

DON'T MISS OUTIP¥B?r#*
SIGN-UPS END THURSDAY JUNE 27

ROB GYM TRAILER #304 PH: 893-3253

INTRAMURAL WOULD LIKE
TO THANK PACIFIC BEVERAGE
FOR THEIR SPONSORSHIP
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ALUMNUS: Diplomat Relates Months Before War

Continued from p.|
American diplomats didn’t
think a self-proclaimed
“Arabian Knight” like Hus-
sein would “hide behind the
skirts of women and child-
ren” hostages.

“At first | told him it was
off-the-record, and when
you tell Dan Rather some-
thing’s off-the-record, he
absolutely salivates,” Wil-
son said. ,

Rather “convinced” Wil-
son to let him use the quote

FIRE: Blaze

Continued from p.8
still standing the next morn-
ing. Of the 18 homes in the
San Antonia Estates, hers
was one ofonly three spared
by the flames.

Mason says she owes the
survival of her home to her
family’s fire prevention ef-
forts. “Five years ago we got
a tile roof and removed all
the external wood from the
house,” she said. “We just
wanted to make the place as
fireproof as we could. We
knew we were living in a
fire-hazard area.”

The fire-prevention mea-
sures adopted by the Ma-
sons' five years ago are now
being employed en masse
by builders for the hundreds
ofhouses currently being re-
constructed, replacing the

on the air, and when he did,
then-British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher repeated
it. Two days later, Hussein
announced thatwomen and
children hostages would be
released.

But Wilson didn’t take all
the credit, admitting, “I
don’t know if that’s what
convinced him to do it.”

Wilson claimed that hos-
tages were eventually re-
leased because the hardline
diplomacy of the American

Embassy convinced Hus-
sein that keeping hostages
would only hasten war, in-
stead of deterring it.

But Wilson’s talk often
veered from the political
into something akin to a
stand-up comedy gig.

Wilson said that when he
first met Saddam Hussein,
Hussein held out his hand
low and close to his body,
presumably to give the im-
pression that Wilson was

bowing to Hussein when he
looked down to shake it.
But Wilson, having seen on
television that the ploy
worked when they first met,
made sure not to look down
the second time they met,
and instead “groped around
down there” until he found
it.

“That was the closest I
ever came to getting Sad-
dam by the balls, and I blew
it,” Wilson said.

Joe Wilson

Victims Look Forward on Anniversary of Disaster

older models that featured
such fire hazards as wood-
shingled roofs.

The Hollands’was one of
those older homes.

“We got ourselves and
our cars and whatever we
happened to be wearing at
the time,” recalled Dale
Holland. “We returned at
seven or eight the next
morning and there was
nothing.”

Truly committing their
home to the realm of his-
tory, the Hollands used ar-
cheological sifters to locate
some family valuables.
“Some UCSB students
passed out sifters and we
were able to find my
mother’s rings,” he said.
“That was very nice.”

But few of the Hollands’

other valuables endured the
flames. “Things that can be
replaced, you can just re-
place. But 30 years worth of
memories — wedding pic-
tures, the kids growingup—
those kinds of things we re-
gret losing,” he said.

And, although much was
lost, Holland found that
some things can’t be taken,
even by a fire like Painted
Cave. “They are all memo-
ries that you've got stored
upstairs anyways. You can
always think about them,”
he said.

The Hollands moved into
their new home on Feb. 1,
making them some of the
first in the area to complete
the rebuilding process. “We
were very fortunate,” Hol-
land said. “Our insurance

company was Super.

The Hollands had their
new house built as an exact
replica of the old one. “We
located the original builders
and got them to come back
with the original plans. We
built essentially the same
house,” he said.

“Actually, in many ways
it’s better. We were able to
do some ofthe things better,
things we didn’t like about
the old house,” he said.

The only holdup in the
building process was ob-
taining a county building
permit, which they received
on Aug. 27, Holland said.
“They were totally un-
equipped to deal with 500
people who wanted build-
ing permits. They didn’t

S pecial N otices

FREE 1Q and PERSONALITY
TESTING. CALL THE DIANE-
TICS HOTLINE TOLLFREE
1-800-367-8788.

Need
help...or
someone to
talk to?
CALL
HelpLine
569-2255
24 hours
a day

P ersonals

HEADING FOR EUROPE
THIS SUMMER? Jet there
anytime with AIRHITCH(r) for
$269 from the West Coast, $160
from the East Coast! (Reported
in NY Times & Let's Go!) AIR>
HITCHCr) 212-864-2000.

IMMIGRATION SERVICES
Low rates for students
Experienced Attorney

564-0013

THIS IS IT:
562-8595

If nothing else has worked, try
our 24-hr. Dial-A-Meditation
service for open and flexible
minds.

R eal E state

One Bdr mobile home, laundry,
lots of storage, quiet, perfect for
students; walk, bike to UCSB.
Cathy/Agt 682-1400.

F or Sale

Top of the line — Hand-held
dictation/recording unit,
Norelco NTII $175, (805)
985-8909.

know how to handle it,” he
said.

Throughout the con-
struction oftheir new home,
the Hollands lived in a mo-
tor home parked on their
property. “We boughta mo-
tor home and parked it on
the site and watched them
hammer in the nails,” Hol-
land said.

As they watched from the
motor home as their new
house took Shape, the Hol-
lands used to tell them-
selves, “We’re looking for-
vxard to looking back on all
this.”

For the Hollands, and
soon for many others, that
day has arrived.

CLASSIFIEDS

A utos for Sale

»81 VW VANAGON ONLY
15,000 on REBLT engine runs
excellt body in grt shape 2tane
blue w/ 6FT SUNROOF!! Tons
ofroom insidegrt for students
wknd trips/trips home $4500
OBO 562-8335

M otorcycles

SUZUKI MOTORCYCLE
1989 125cc MX DIRT BIKE
$1700, ED 966-9428/963-1163

S ervices O ffered

rrs TIME TO CLEAN UP
AGAINSTUDENTS & LAND-
LORDS LEAVE THE
CLEANING TO US

YOU PACK-YOU PAY-YOU GO
AFFORD ABLE-
PROFFESSIONAL

SERVICE FREE ESTIMATES
QUEEN OF CLEAN SER
683-3549

PEER COUNSELOR TRAIN-
ING - Sign ups are now in prog-
ress for Peer Counselor Train-
ing. Learn counseling and com-
munication skillsin asupportive
group environment. Clarify ca-
reer goals, enhance intimacy
and honesty in relationships.
Formore information or to sche-
dule an interview, call New Di-
rections in Counseling/ Barbara
Reiner at 962-5693. B

PIANO LESSONS Begin or con-
tinue your piano studies. Lesons
given on or close to campus;

964-8921. u’

T ravel

Eurail Pases!
We're The Only Agency
In Town That Can Issue Them
ON THE SPOT!!

Full Service Travel Agency
Open Year Round M-F 9to5

Dean Travel
On Campus

UCSB UCen 2211 968-5151

MODELS NEEDED
For Hair Modeling
Demonstration Classes
Colors-Perms-Cuts
at De Cut
Call Diane 964-4979'

YAMAHA linear-track turnt-
able, Nakamichi microprocessor
tape deck, top-of-the-line equip.
Make offer 968-1751.

For Rent

1BR APTS 6597 TRIGO
$600/mo most avail. Sept 1,
1991. Rent now for $100 RE-
BATE. Clean, quiet. Mgr #7.
968-0253.

3BD 2BA NEW REMOD
CONDO, WASH/DRY, NEW
STV/OVN, DISHWASHER, A/C,
PATIO, POOL, GARAGE,
AVAIL NOW, QUIET/CLEAN.
NO PETS. ONE YR LEASE, IN
GOLETA. 685-5655 OR
562-5265 1st & SEC. DEPOSIT.
BEAUTIFUL 1 BDRM Large
fum. Aptin a very nice, clean &
quiet build, w/ceiling fans, track
Ughts, mini blinds, new ap-
pliances, Irg walk in closets,
rsvd. cvrd. parking, no pets.
6621 Abrego Rd. 968-7928.
DEL PLAYA House summer 1
single $350-2 doubles $300 each
person. Private yard, patios w/
dryer, clean. 966-7680.
FURN1&2BDRAPTS

NEAR BEACH & CAMPUS

Excellent location - well main-
tained offstr park. Mgr on pre-
mise - local owner

9 MONTH CONTRACT
1BDR - $700
2BDR - $1200
6571 -73- 83 Sabado Tarde

CaH John 685-7661

Large 1BR clean nicely fum apt
avail sept 16th $640/mo No last
850 Camino Pescadero 967-7794

Large 1brclean, nicely fum apts
avail Sept 16 $640 a mo. 850 Ca-
mino Pescadero 967-7794

Need onewoman UCSB student.
Large luxury townhouse Apt. A
6533 El Greco 1V, Call 687-2257
or 968-6006.

OCEAN FRONT
6703 DP- 2Bdr, 1%, 4 person,
Balcony. $1500 964-3385 eves.
OPENING for 1-4 women stu-
dents. Large luxury townhouse,
beautifully furnished, 1 block
from campus - 6533 EI Greco.
CaU owner 687-2257.

E ntertainment

STRIP OH GRAMS
M/F Exotic Dancers
Singing Telegrams

Bellydancers. 966-0161

Ad I nformation

CLASSIFIED ADS CAN BE
PLACED UNDER STORKE
TOWER Room 1041

PRICE IS $4.00 for 4 lines (per
day), 27 spaces per line, 50 cents
each line thereafter.
Nophoneins. Admust be accom-
panied by payment.

BOLD FACE TYPE is 60 cents
per line (or any part ofa line).

14 POINT

Type is $1.20 per line.
10 POINT Type uszo

per line.

RUN THE AD 4 DAYS IN A
ROW,GETTHE 5thDAYFOR
$1.00 (same ad only).
DEADLINE 4 p.m., 2 working
days prior to publication.
CLASSIFIED DISPLAY —
$7.10 per column inch, plus a 25
percent surcharge.

DEADLINE NOON, 2 working
days prior to publication.

L ose
17-25 lbs
INn

6 weeks.

Start ndwand see fastresults
with the Diet Center. Lose up to 11)
pounds in 2 weeks—and keep on
going. You wont feel hungry. You will
feel encouraged every single day
Call now and be ready for the sum-
mer. Your first consultation is free.

Summer
Special!
20% OFF
program

Of Goleta
683-3767

Nexus Summer
Office Hours:
9 am - Noon

1-3
Monday
through
Friday

om
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Painted Cave Hre: On its one-year anniversary, Santa Barbarans
remember the devastating blaze while rebuilding for the future,

MUTSUYA TAKENAOA/Daily Nexus

7. ? Hollands (above) stand on the deck oftheirnew home, while painter Greg Harrah (below) takes a break.

Picking

PPTHB

New Homes Spring From Rubble as
Local Residents Rebuild Their Lives and
Dwellings After Last Year’s Fiery Summer

Pleces

MUTSUYA TAKBNAGA/Daily Nexus

By Morgan Freeman
Staff Writer

One year ago this Thursday, the dis-
astrous Painted Cave Fire destroyed
nearly 500 homes and ravaged thousands
of acres of wilderness when it swept
through Santa Barbara and Goleta.

Indie wake ofthe mercilessblaze, hun-
dreds of families were left with no more
than the clothes on their backs, facing the
start of a long and painful period of re-
building, a period filled with material
shortages, bureaucratic pitfallsand agony
over permanent loss. Everything but their
memories had been reduced to a thick
blanket of ash that covered the region.

But today, new homes are cropping up
from those very ashes as die community
moves steadily toward recovery.

“Ofthe houses affected by the fire, two-
thirds have received permits, and half of

those are ready to build,” said Mark Cha-
conas, an aide to Third District County
Supervisor Bill Wallace.

Throughout the scorched region,
houses are at various stages of develop-
ment, ranging from a few completed
homes to some still bound in the red tape
of the county permit process. For a lucky
few, homes escaped the inferno entirely,
but the horrifying memories ofa year ago
are still vivid for all in the area.

Marge Mason, whose home is a
licensed residential care facility for the el-
derly, will never forget the day last year
when she was forced to evacuate her
home.

“It was crazy,” she said. “l was driving
and the visibility was zero. | couldn’t see
where | was going. The dear Lord guided
us out of there.”

Miraculously, the Masons’ home was

See FIRE, p.7

Insurance Lawsuits Sparked by Fire Losses

By Dan HiUdale
Staff Writer

Reeling from $120 million in
losses due to the Painted Cave
Fire last year, 11 insurance com-
panies intend to sue federal, state
and county agencies, as well as
property owners, claiming that
negligence contributed to the de-
structive fire.

Claims or notices of intent to
sue have been filed against the
Santa Barbara County Board of
Supervisors, the state of Califor-
nia and the U.S. Forest Service.

Alleging that the diy chaparral
blanketing hillsides and sur-
rounding homes fed the fire, the
companies contend that the fire
would have done less damage if
the government agencies and
property owners had properly

cared for their land.

The companies intend to sue 50
homeowners, who have not yet
been named in court documents,
ina Los Angeles federal court later
this summer.

“It’s unfortunate thatthe insur-
ance companies are looking for
someone to insure them for their
poorrisks. It sets a dangerous pre-
cedent because around the state
someone can always be blamed
for natural disasters,” Chief De-
puty County Counsel Stephen
Underwood said, adding .that
legal costs fora case like this could
run as high as $1 million.

Sacramento attorneys Stephen
Cole and Bret Culbreth, who are
representing the insurance com-
panies, refused to comment.

Allstate Corporate Relations
Manager Carlos Aurellano claims
that thesuit will not hurt taxpay-

ers. “The city has liability insur-
ance. The county ison the hotseat
so they’re of course going to want
to point a finger,” he said.

But Third District County
Supervisor Bill Wallace sees
things quite differently. “It’san af-
frontto the ratepayersand the tax-
payers. It seems that they would
like to have us pave over all of the
hills,” he said.

“They’re going after homeow-
ners, so during the (legal) process
they cant sell their houses and
they may eventually lose them.
Who has $300,000 to pay for this
kind of thing?” he said of the
straits which may soon face many
homeowners.

“Insurance companies should
have to come out, appraise the
risk, and charge accordingly,”
Wallace said.

The blaze started just after 5 p.m.
on June 27,1990 and quickly
spread over 4900 acres and 430
homes, while causing $240 million
in damage.
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State Faces
Worst Fire
Danger in
100 Years

By Ross French
Staff Writer

Despite the rains that
quenched the state last
winter, California is facing
what could shape up to be
the worst fire season in 100
years.

“Ifs as bad or worse than
it was lastyear,” U.S. Forest
Service spokesperson Earl
Clayton said. “The rain
caused the flash fuels —
light grasses ancTsuch —to
come up thick, fastand tall.
This added element is of
greatdangerand can lead to
the bigger fires.”

Butalthough the fire dan-
ger this year has increased,
Santa Barbara County’s
firefighting capabilities
have suffered atthe hands of
the huge state budget defi-
cit Cutbacks have trimmed
the county fire department
staff, resulting in the loss of
one hand crew and forcing
them to rely on “mutual aid
response” from neighboring
counties. The Forest Service
also suffered cutbacks, but,
because of the severity of
the fire danger, is receiving
additional support from the
federal government so that
it can operate at the same
level as last year.

The areawas reminded of
the potential for disaster
Monday when a power
mower used to clear brush
on the comer of Tracy and
Patterson in Goletastruck a
pipe, sparking a fire in the
tinder-diy brush that con-
sumed a half-acre in 10
minutes.

Such fires are typical, said
Santa Barbara County Fire
Department spokesperson
Charles Johnson, adding
that 82 percent of all fires
are started, either intention-
ally or inadvertently, by hu-
man hands.

“People tend not to
think. When in wildland
areas, you need to know the
restrictions,” Johnson said.

To counter this, the
county and Forest Service
will use public education
and neighborhood watch
programs to guard against
arson.

“If I were a canyon resi-
dent and we got into a “red
flag” (extreme fire danger)
situation, 1’d put people up
at the top of the canyon
while the red flag was in ef-
fect, take a book and sit
there,” Clayton said.
“Neighborhood watch is
the key to preventing some-
thing like Paint’ from hap-
pening again.”

The county is also going
ahead with its weed abate-
ment and brush clearing
programs, but Clayton is
quick to point out that “you
can do all the brush clearing
around homes, butifyouget
a situation like Paint ..
there is just no stopping
something, like that” ........



