HOW THE WEST
WAS WON

UCSB has never held the top seed in the
Big West Tournament in either men's or
women's basketball, at least until 1992. The
Lady Gauchos have already guaranteed
themselves the top spot in this year's
tournament, while the men are in position to
do the same. Guided by Big WestPlayer of
the Year candidates Lucius Davis and
Barbara Beainy, UCSB's basketball
programs are in the process of
making Gaucho history.

INSIDE
DAVIS STEPS UP.........cccooeiiis e 3A
MEN'S TOURNEY WOES........ ...... 3A
BEAINY TAKES CHARGE...... ...... 6A
WOMENAIM HIGH.........cccoee i 6A
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Much ofthe success ofthe UCSB men’s and women’s basketball teams this season can be credited to the
strongplay oftheirrespective pointguards, Ray Kelly (left) and Con Close (right). Kelly is averaging a Big West

leading 2 .4 steals pergame and six assists pergame, while Close jswishing outan average of6.1 assists per
game.
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Big West Tournament

Men’s Schedule

Friday, March 13
First-Round Games
—1p.m,3p.m.,7pm.,9pm.

Saturday, March 14
Semifinal Games
—7p.m., 9p.m.

Sunday, March 15
Championship Game
— 12:30 p.m.

Women’s Schedule

Wednesday, March 11
First-Round Games
—1p.m,3pm.,7pm.,9pm.

Thursday, March 12
Semifinal Games
—7p.m, 9pm.

Saturday, March 14

Championship Game
— 3 p.m.
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Davis Has Gone From ‘Zero’
to ‘Hero’ During Four Years

By Josh Elliott
Staff Writer

He stands alone atop the considerable
mountain, looking down with a bemused
curiousityatthe hysteriabuilt primarily ar-
ound him and him alone.

Accepting the chilling chants of
“Luuuu...” that accompany his every on-
court move, acknowledging the captivated
crowd and bathing in its admiration, he is
uniquely inspiring, as the Tliunderdome’s
newsymbol ofhomage—an “L”sign made
en masse with thumb and forefinger —
would attest. Fistthrusthigh, head humbly
yet dignifiedly bowed, he strides onto the
court that he has made his canvas.

He is a phenomenon. A cult hero. And
whether itbe the rarity oftruly greatplayers
here, or simply because he so uniquely
gifted, he has won a place among the
school’s all-time greats. Butbeyond a mere
great player, he stands before them a scho-
lar, a leader, a person. Indeed, he has con-
nected with the crowd, inviting all to enjoy
what has been his most special, most
charmed of seasons.

But he isalso a man acutely aware of his
roots, knowing full well just how far he has
come on his way to greatness. For Lucius
Davis, recognition, unlike his talent forthe
game of basketball, has not come easily.

“The awards — well, they're OK,” he
says hesitatingly, pausing to choose his
words carefully. “The greatest satisfaction
for me isknowing where I am now afterbe-
ing the leading scorer on the team lastyear
and getting nothing. I know where | came
from, and how hard | worked to get here.
The awards are great—don’t get mewrong
— but they’ll always be in perspective. |
know where | started from. | started from
basically ‘zero.”

It seems almost amusing to look at Da-
vis, and think he was once a ‘zero,” if only
in his mind. He has averaged 21.9 points
and 6.5 rebounds a game this year, both
team highs. His 547 points this season are
just 17 shy of York Gross’ all-time single-
season UCSB record 0f564, a mark he will
not just pass but obliterate on his present
course. His 1,323 career points place him
fifth on UCSB’s all-time list

He has emeiged as a leading candidate
for Big West Player ofthe Year, having tied
UNLYV past-great Lany Johnson’s record
of being named conference Player of the
Week four times this year. Not too bad for
an admitted “freshman nobody” just three
years ago.

“l guess | was being groomed by the
coaches over the long haul,” he said. “I
didn’t play as much as I would've liked my
freshman year, but 1 just tried to step up
and work hard. I knew I’d have a chance at
playing time as a sophomore, if | kept
unproving.”

Which he did, rising from the ranks of
the unknown to play a key role in the Eric
McArthur—Garrick DeHart-led NCAA
Tournament team of 1989-90, and earn
conference Sixth-Man-of-the-Year hon-

W (E%
Player of
the Year
Candidates
, - -, Larry Jonnson,
199091 Player of

fs the Year
Lucius Davis 21.9 ppg
UcCsB 6.5 rpg
J.R, Rider 20.9 ppg
UNLV 3.2 apg
Elmore Spencer 15 ppg
UNLV 8.2 rpg
Lucious Harris 19.2 ppg
LBSU 5.1 rpg
Kendall Youngblood 17.8 ppg
Utah State 7.8 rpg

ors. It was during that season that Davis,
team leader, began to emerge, and itwas a
year he will never forget.

“Eric and Carrick were good, because
they showed me what a leader is supposed
to be like,” he remembered. “They led that
team, they knew it, and they made sure
people knew it. Itwas a verygood learning
experience.”

As was the NCAA Tournament “It was
the funnest experience I’'ve ever had,” he
said. “You’re so relaxed, playing in the big
arena. You know you’re one of the best
teams in the country, so you're not uptight,
you just play. The environment is perfect,
and it’syourdream as a player. The tourna-
ment is just your dream.”

And while last year’s 14-15 team was a
disappointment, it allowed Davis to con-
tinue to grow, both as a player and team
leader. He averaged 16 points to lead the
team (his 4.9 rebounds were second-best),
and, more importantly, moved to the
power forward spot Davis, originally re-
cruited as a swingman out of Northern Ca-
lifornia’s Piedmont High, never doubted
the change — indeed, he welcomed it.

“I think the reason (the change) was so
successful was because I believed in it The
coaches told me about it, and it’s been no-
thing butgreat,” said Davis, who has vastly
improved his post moves while retaining
the quickness and shooting touch he deve-
loped as a small forward. “It’s given me free
rein on offense, and really expanded my
game.”

Hisgame isnowamongthe conference’s
finest, but his talent has never been the
question. This year, it was no secret he
would be asked to score points, a knack he
obviously possessed from the start The
team, though, remained a question mark,
and Daviswas leftto answerthe questions.

“I think he has answered everybody’s
questions about his ability to lead, while
staying focused on himself as a basketball

See DAVIS, p.7A

Tourney Has Not Been Kind

UCSB Lore Big V\est Teamto Have Never Reached Ardl

By Andrew Paul
Staff Writer

The Big West Conference Tournament
has not been kind to the UCSB men’sba-
sketball team over the years. Ever since the
Gauchos entered the league tournament
following the 1976-77 campaign, UCSB
has never been a part of the final game.

Santa Barbara stands as the only school
in the Big West Conference that has never
appeared in the championship game ofthe
tournament. On four occasions, the
Gauchos advanced to the semifinal round,
but have come up empty each time.

This year, however, UCSB will not only
be considered by many as one of the favo-
rites to reach the tide game, butwill also be
giventhe best chance atwinning itall. This
is because for the first time in school his-
tory, the Gauchos could be the tourna-
ment’s top seed.

With UNLV, currently 18-0 in Big West
play, hayiqg beep banned from the tourna-
ment due to Variou® NCAA violations. the

Gauchos could be the big beneficiaries.
Santa Barbara currently stands alone in
second place in the league, and with wins
in its final two games, at San Jose State on
Thursday and at Pacific on Sunday, the
Gauchos would secure that #1 seed.

If the tournament were to begin today,
UCSB would face UC Irvine in the first
round. The Anteaters are currently in ninth
place in the conference, with San Jose
State being the one team besides UNLV
left out of tourney due to its last-place fin-
ish. That may not be bad news for the
Gauchos, who are 0-3 againstthe Spartans
in tournament play.

Overall, UCSB is4-10in Big West Tour-
nament play. The Gauchos’fourwins have
all come within the last five years, with the
most recentbeing lastyear—an 80-76 vic-
tory over Utah State in the first round.

Following that win, the Gauchos faced
the Runnin’Rebels, who absolutely demol-
ished UCSB, 95-67. Fortunately for the
Gauchos, they wont have to worry about
meeting Vegas again this time around/ -
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Senior forward and team captain Lucius Davis has welcomed the role as the
Gauchos'leaderon andoffthe floorwith a splendid season. Davis, whoneedsjust
18 points to break UCSB’s single-season scoring record, is averaging a Big West
leading 21.9 ppg.
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Beainy’s Decision to Remain
at UCSB Has Paid Dividends

By Scott McPherson
Staff Writer

In August of 1990, Barbara Beainy de-
cided that the UCSB women’s basketball
program was not for her anymore. After
two years at Santa Barbara, Beainy —
UCSBs first prized recruit —was prepar-
ing to transfer to the University of San
Francisco for her junior year.

“l didn’t think 1 would reach my poten-
tial here as a basketball player because of
our style of play,” Beainy explained of the
decision to leave UCSB. She described the
tempo used by the Lady Gauchosas “more
ofaslowdown, walk itup court, three post-
players kind of style.”

For the aggressive, driving Beainy, the
slowdown method of play was just not
compatible with her run-and-gun style. So
she began attending classes at USF with
the intent to transfer.

“We obviously had lots of discussions
about itwhen she was making up her mind
that she was going to leave,” UCSB Head
Coach Mark French said. “We certainly
hoped that she would return, and we were
very fortunate that right at the last second
she decided that she would.”

Very fortunate indeed, as the 5’11~
guard/forward from Burlingame saw bet-
ter times ahead for the struggling Lady
Gauchos and decided to stay put. In the
year and a half since, the UCSB women’s
basketball program has gone from middle
of the road to leader of the pack, with
Beainy a key factor in the turnaround.

In this, frie Lady Gauchos’ first year as
Big West Conference champions, Beainy
currently leads the team in scoring with a
career-best 15.8-point average. After sit-
ting out the first six games of the year with
an injury, Beainy went on a scoring ram-
page in mid-season that culminated in a
UCSB-record 36-pointperformance Feb. 6
at Fresno State.

“In all of our end-game situations we all
know who to get the ball to if there’s a big

Player of
the Year
Candidates
! Genta Miller,
199091 Player of
j  theYear
Barbara Beainy 15.8 ppg
UCSB 3.7 apg
Andrea Kabwasa 20 ppg
NMSU 7,3 apg
Trise Jackson 17.8 ppg
LBSU < 4,7 apg
Teresa Jackson 17.4 ppg
UNLV 7.5 rpg
Claudette Jackson 20.6 ppg
CSUF If- . 9.2 rpg

shotto take,” French said of Beainy’s scor-
ing prowess. “We all want Barb to take it
because she has tremendous confidence in
her ability to knock the ball down. She
wants the ball in those situations.”

As a student at Burlingame High
School, Beainy competed in tennis, track
and basketball. 1t was on the hardwood
where she found her greatestsuccess, lead-
ing her team to the 1988 state champion-
ship and setting a state record forwins in a
season in the process. Beainy was named
the Northern California Player ofthe Year
asasenior,and was highly recruited by sev-
eral colleges. Beainy, however, decided to
attend UCSB — despite the 10-16 record
the struggling Lady Gauchos turned in the
year before her arrival.

“My high school team wasntgreatwhen
| got there,” Beainy explained. “But we
kept building up and we eventually got to
the state championship, so | didn’t think
anything was impossible.”

See BEAINY, p.7A
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tSenior forward Barbara Beainy has established herselfas one o fthe most feared
Players Inthe Big WestConference when itcomes to crunch time.
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By Jonathan Okanes
Steff Writer

Itwasn’t exactlya presidential welcome,
but Erika Kienast made good use of the
congratulatoiy balloon she received after
returning home Tuesday from Las Vegas,
the site of the UCSB women’s basketball
team’ 72-67 victory over UNLV Monday
evening that clinched the Lady Gauchos’
first-ever Big West Conference title.

“That represents how high our dreams
are this season,” Kienast said, letting her
balloon go and watching it soar high into
the overcast sky.

“I've been writingtoo many papers,” she
added with a laugh, explaining herunchar-
acteristic use of metaphor.

And laughing and smiling were certainly
the predominant activities Tuesday after-
noon as the Lady Gauchos returned home
to find members of the UCSB women’s
soccer team and several members of the
athletic department waiting outside the
Events Center with signs and balloons of
congratulations.

Kienast and forward Barbara Beainy,
the. only two four-year Gauchos on this
season’s roster, remember the days when
they werent smiling too much.

“l remember the game two years ago
when we played (UNLV) and they just
killed us,” said Kienast, referringto a 78-33
blowout by the Lady Rebels in February of
1990. “I thought we could eventually
sweep them, but not this easily.”

UCSB has swept both of the traditional.

Big West powerhouses this season, UNLV
and Long Beach State, including a vindi-
cating 88-52 hammering of the 49ers at
home back on Feb. 17. The Lady Gauchos
have also notched their first-ever 20-win
season atthe Division | level with a current
21-4 mark.

It’s certainlybeen a long road forthe two
four-year Gauchos, who, in 1988, came to
a marginal UCSB program that went 10-16
and finished last in the Big West the year

before. Santa Barbara went 9-19 while im-
proving to ninth place in the league in
Kienast and Beainy’s freshman year, and
since then it’s been nothing but steady im-
provement for UCSB Head Coach Mark
French. The Lady Gauchos improved to
13-15, 8-10 (6th) in the Big West in
1989-90, and then had their first winning
season ever last season when they went
17-12 and finished fourth in the league
with a 10-8 conference mark.

And through it all, both Beainy and
Kienast knew they would eventually work
their way to the top.

“l knew sooner or later it would hap-
pen,” Beainy said. “We weren thinking
about doing things like sweeping (UNLV
and Long Beach St.), but we always knew
we could get to this point”

Both Kienast and Beainy have had to
fight through a lot in their four years, and
even Monday evening, when just one more
victoiy would fulfill a four-year dream, it
seemed the cards were stacked against
them. Santa Barbara fell victim to travell-
ing and a string of tough games by coming
out extremely lethargic against the Lady
Rebels, who raced out to a 37-18 lead be-
forealeak in UNLV’s South Gym’sroofre-
sulted in a rain delay. But the Lady
Gauchos’ problems started long before
that.

“Our baggage wasn't on the same flight
as ours and then we were late for our prac-
tice time,” Beainy said. “Then we get into
the gym and the baskets were broken — it
was the trip from hell.”

“Butthere wasa pointwhenwe were ab-
out eight points down and (Guard) Lisa
(Crosskey) and | were at the free-throw
line and we both just started crackingup—
because we both knew we were going to
win that same.”

The result of all this is that UCSB will
have the top seed in next week’s Big West
postseason tournament — not exactly the
position that Kienast and Beainy are used

See WOMEN, p.7A
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BEAINY: Cornerstone of Program

Continued from p.6A

Fellowsenior Erika Kien-
ast remembered the young
Beainy when both came to
UCSB as freshmen.

“When Barb came in (the
program), she wasnt used
to losing,” Kienast said. “I
remember the first team
meeting we had, we were
setting our goals, trying to
be realisticabout how many
wins and how many losses
we’d have, and she said,
‘What kind of attitude is
that? We’re not going to
lose a single game.” She was
determined thatwe were go-
ing to turn the whole thing
around and win right
away.”

Unfortunately, the wins
did not come easily for
Beainy, Kienast and
company.

“Don’t even ask,” Beainy
said of her first season. “I
think | tried to repress those
memories and just try to
forget about them.”

While she didn’t particu-
larly enjoy the 9-19 record
her team posted in ’88-"89,
Beainy looked at the losses
as character builders.

“It was definitely a learn-
ing experience,” she said. “I
think it helped me deal with
adversitya lotbetterthan ifl
hadn’t been a part of a los-
ing team.”

Beainy wasn’t stuck with
alosingteamfor long, as the

addition of Lisa Crosskey to
the backcourt, the
emergence of Cori Close at
the point guard position,
and tiie strong play of Kien-
ast and Becky Brown up
front gave the Lady
Gauchos a formidable start-
ing five going into the
’89-90 season. The team be-
gan the year with a 12-4 re-
cord, but hit the skids in
mid-season and finished at
17-14. Beainy was named to
the All-Big West second
team, and finished the sea-
son by winning the final Big
West player of the week
honors.

With the entire starting
five returning this season,
the team was expected to vie
for conference supremacy.
Instead ofcompeting for the
title, however, the Lady
Gauchos ran away with itby
winning 19 of their past 21
games, upping their confer-
ence mark to 14-2 with a
72-67 title-clinching win at
UNLV Monday.

A leading candidate for
Big West Player of the Year,
Beainy broke the UCSB re-
cord of 353 career assists
Feb. 16 and has climbed to
number two on the prog-
ram’s all-time scoring list
with 1,408 points.

Long Beach State Head
Coach Glenn McDonald in-
dicated that he saw Beamy’s
presence as being largely re-

sponsible for the turnar-
ound of the Lady Gaucho
program.

“Oh, there’s no doubt,”
he said. “Just her personal-
ity on the court makes a dif-
ference for (UCSB). She’s a
real competitor and she’s
very confident in herself.
This year she’s playing ex-
tremely well, and has
proven that she’s a great
player.”

French agreed with
McDonald’s assessment of
Beainy.

“l will remember Barb for
as long as | continue to
coach basketball because of
her competitiveness,”
French said. “She’s the fier-
cest competitor Ive ever
dealt with.”

A sociology major,
Beainy is currently leaning
towards an emphasis on
pre-law, but is also thinking
about a career in sports.

“I’'m going to fay to make
a little money playing ten-
nis,” Beainy said of her
post-college plans. “Once |
graduate I’'m just going to
have to get seriously into it
and play for hours a day.”

Whether it’s the basket-
ball court or the tennis
court, opponents better be-
ware of Barbara Beainy —
an athlete that passed up a
chance to join a winning
program to make one
instead.

WOMEN: The Champions Return

Continued from p.6A
to. For once in the seniors
careers, eveiyone will be go-
ing after the Lady Gauchos
instead of the Lady
Gauchos going after every-
body else.

“My attitude is let them
try to come after us,” Beain
said. “I’'m confident wit
our team — they can try to
beatusbutwe’re going to be

ready. If someone beats us,
then more power to them.”

Big West Tournaments
havent been kind to UCSB
women’s basketball teams
through the years. In fact,
when Santa Barbara de-
feated Pacific last March in
the quarterfinals ofthe 1991
tourney, it marked the Lady
Gauchos’ first-ever Big

West Tournament victoiy.
UCSB is hoping there will
be more than just win #2
this time around.

“l know wel all be men-
tally prepared for the tour-
nament,” Beainy said.
“They’re going to have to
beatus—we’re notgoing to
play notto lose. We’re going
to play our game.”

DAVIS: Senior Takes Critical Role

Continued from p5A
player and a captain,” said
UCSB Head Coach Jerry
Pimm of his 6’87,
210-pound senior. “His
numbers are up — let’s face
it, he’shad agreatyear. He’s
matured into a great leader
and captain.”

Davis has become the
proverbial “go-to guy” for
the Gauchos, a role he both
expected and accepted
headinginto the year. Justas
he downplays the spotlight
that intensifies with his ev-
ery move on the court, so,
too, does he avoid the word
“pressure” as part of his job
description.

“l knew going in I’d have
to step up as a leader —it’s
something | wanted,” he
said matter-of-factly. *“I
dont feel the pressure. I'm
not really nervous before a
game. Ive tried to keep a
steady mind, a peace of
mind. | know what | have to
do.”

“Itgetsso he’salmostbad
for me. Il have an open
shot, but I'm looking for
him,” said junior forward
Mike Meyer. “Sometimes
I’ll just start watching him
on the court. I’'m supposed
to be going for the rebound,
but I’ll just watch — it’s
amazing how he gets some
of his shots to go. You cant
helpbutlook forhim—nhe’s
thatkind ofplayer. He’s that
kind of leader — a real
steadying one forthisteam.”

But perhaps the most
steadying of influences has

been the one he’ had with
him the entire way — his
father, Rev. Lucius Davis,
Sr. Lucius smiles apprecia-
tivelyas histhoughtsturnto
his rather, who until this
season was Fresno State’s
all-time leading scorer. He
seems to be playing this
year, ifonlyslightly, forhim,
and for the relationship be-
tween the two.

“He supports me now just
as he always has, regardless
if I'm ‘Player of the Year’ or
the 12th man on the team,”
he said. “Knowing that has
helped me. No matter if I do
good or bad in school or
whateveritis, he’sstillgoing
to love me.

“He’s always been my
idol — I tell everybody that
Just the way he carries him-
selfas a person, as a Baptist
minister, as a player before.
The accolades are great, but
tiie best thing about them is
that they’ll make him proud
of me. Knowing he’s proud
ofme, that I've worked hard
and done my best — that’
what makes it all worth it”

Standing atop his moun-
tain, Davis can afford to
take time away from what
seems his personal mission,
a triumphant return to the
postseason. This time in-
cluded what essentially be-
came “Lucius Davis Night”
before UCSB’s Feb. 26 win
over New Mexico State,
when he sang a moving re-
ndition of the national an-
them for the appreciative
Thunderdome thousands

Lucius Davis

and then shared a tearful
goodbye alongside his pa-
rents in his final home
appearance.

Pimm now feels that Da-
vis’ life “has progressed to
the point where he has con-
trol of it, and he under-
stands what he canand can-
notdo. Hie best news ofall,
though, isthat Lucius Davis
knows who Lucius Davis is,
both as a basketball player
and a person.”

Standing alone, Davis fi-
nally looks beyond his
mountain, reflecting upon
his long and satisfying
climb. “l want to finish
right, going to tile NCAAs. |
want people to remember
me and this year and this
team, and have them say,
‘Yeah, Lucius Davis — he
helped that team get to tiie

/ tourney.” u
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Now take Amtraks “San Diegans”to your destination for
the regular fare, and your return trip isonly $7. TYavel roundtrip
between Santa Barbara and Los Angeles forjust $25, or between
Santa Mariaand San Diego for just $46.

bacii good!

$7return fareisgood any day aboard Amtrak, including
special Amtrak bus connections serving such cities as San Luis
Obispo, Santa Mariaand Lompoc. Seeyour travel agentor call
Amtrak at 1-800-USA-RAIL for details.

Return fare—any day
on any of2 daily roundtrips
between Santa Barbara
andLosAngeles, and 8 daily
roundtrips between Los
Angelesand San Diego, aboard
Amtraks (banDiegans’service.
Relieffrom driving stress &relief
from budget stress —thisisas
goodasitgets!

Amtrak Stations: Ventura: Harbor Blvd. & Figueroa St.;
Santa Barbara: 209 State St.; Lompoc: 433 North H Street;
Santa Maria:US 101at Main St. ; Pismo Beach: 611 Five Cities
Drive; San Luis Obispo: Railroad Avenue & Santa Rosa St.

Getinon Amtraks One-WayPlus $7 Return Fare. S

*$7 return fare valid for travel through 12/17/92.excépton: 4/17:4/19:5/22:5/25: Fridays. Saturdays and Sundays in June. July & August: 9/4-9/7: 11/24-11/26: and 11/29. Other restrictions may apply



