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TWICE THE FREEZE: Eric McArthur has brought 
his pro team in Japan two championship rings.

P laying in front of thousands of screaming and sometimes 
deafening fans in the Thunderdome, members of the 
UCSB men’s basketball team are—for a few months out 
of every year — the centers of attention at UCSB and in 

the Santa Barbara community.
But when their days as Gauchos come to a close, many of these 

players also seem to disappear, and their adoring fens never hear 
from them again.

Unless, of course, you are Brian Shaw. The former Gaucho was 
drafted in the first round of the 1988 NBA Draft by the Boston 
Celtics. He was later traded to the Miami Heat, where he just fin
ished his fifth season in the league.

Shaw was Mr. Everything during his two years at UCSB. In his 
second season (1987-88), Shaw led the Gauchos in scoring (13.3 
ppg), rebounding (8.7 rpg), assists (6.1 apg) and steals (1.6 spg).

But not every former Gaucho has been able to remain in the 
spotlight after UCSB. Many of the players whose college eligibil
ity ended have also found success playing professional basketball 
— overseas.

Currently, six former Gauchos are having successful basketball 
careers in foreign countries.

Scott Fisher (UCSB 1982-86) was named the Most Valuable 
Player in Australia this past season for the second time in the last 
four years.

Conner Henry (1982-86) is playing in Spain.
Brian Vaughns (1986-87) is playing in Australia after playing a 

few years in Greece.
Mike Doyle (1987-88) is playing in France.
Eric McArthur (1986-90) led his team to its second straight 

championship in Japan. He led the league in rebounds and 
blocked shots.

Lucius Davis (1988-92) just finished his first season in Greece, 
where he finished fifth in the league in scoring, averaging 24.4 
PPg-

Several other Gauchos also have played professionally since

See LEAGUE, p.2A
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SWEET LU: Lucius Davis, now playing in 
Greece, has picked up right where he le ft off.
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Softball Squad Feeling 
Stranded After Defeats

#5 Rebels Extinguish 
Gauchos’ Upset Bid

By Michael Kohn 
Staff Writer______

The UNLV softball team came 
to Gaucho diamond on Satur
day armed with a #5 national 
ranking and out to prove that it 
was well earned. The Rebels 
made believers out of the 
Gauchos, who dropped two 
heart breaking games to UNLV, 
both by a 3-2 score.

In the first game, UCSB 
(22-27 overall, 9-19 in the Big 
West) cruised through six in
nings of work with Tittle diffi
culty. Gaucho ace Kelli Schott 
(7-10) was taking care of things 
on the mound by blanking the 
Rebels (34-12-1, 22-7-1) with a 
good mix of pitches. Schott was 
doing it at the plate as well, driv
ing in teammate Margo Melen- 
drez in the first inning.

Santa Barbara added an in
surance run in the fifth. Melen- 
drez singled off Rebel pitcher 
Kim Smith (21-3) and ended up 
at third after two UNLV throw
ing errors. The Gaucho third 
baseman later scored on a Krissy

Kyriazis groundout to put UCSB 
ahead, 2-0.

With smiles on their faces and 
victory close at hand, the Lady 
Gauchos took the field in the 
seventh. But the sleeping giant 
quickly arose and UNLV broke 
out with four singles — two of 
which were legged-out infield 
hits — resulting in two runs. 
UCSB failed to score in the bot
tom of the seventh, sending the 
contest to extra innings.

The four innings which fol
lowed were frustrating for the 
Santa Barbara squad as several 
baserunners were left stranded. 
This included an 11th inning 
rally when UCSB had a runner 
on third with one out but failed 
to score.

Inevitably the Rebel offense, 
which is hitting .298 this season, 
show ed its  m uscle . All- 
American Tricia Reimke ended 
the game with a triple to right 
and scored when the relay throw 
was off the mark.

“We outplayed them ... and 
had lots of opportunities to win 
but we stranded base runners in 
extra innings,” Schott said. “It’s 
frustrating because we have 
been getting so close to the big 
teams but can’t win.”

See UNLV, p.3A

Ninth Inning 
Homer Gives 
UCSB a Split 
With CSUN
By Jason Masini 
S tiff Writer

GERRY MELENDEZ/Daily Nexus

SCHOTT IN THE ARM: Kelli Schott fires in another pitch against 
#5 UNLV. The Gauchos were swept a t home by the Rebels.

A split and some satisfaction.
That’s what the UCSB base

ball team got and what it feels af
ter two games with #23 Cal State 
Northridge, winning 11-8 on Sa
turday and losing 12-5 in Fri
day’s contest.

Senior third baseman Rich 
Haar was the hero of Saturday’s 
win, blasting out a three-run 
home run, his team-leading 14th 
of the year, with the score tied 
6-6 in the ninth inning. The 
Gauchos (22-26-1) smacked out 
17 hits in the game.

“I’m real pleased with the way 
the team played this weekend,” 
UCSB Head Coach A1 Ferrer 
said. “We swung the bat ex
tremely well and we were very 
clutch. It was good to see us 
come back after falling behind.”

Santa Barbara jumped out to a 
3-0 lead on Matador starter 
Marco Contreras (5-4) in the 
first inning. Wynter Phoenix was

See CSUN, p.3A
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LEAGUE: T-Dome is Stepping Stone for Handful of Ex-Gaucho Ballplayers
Continued from p.lA  

their careers ended at 
UCSB. Included in that 
group are Carrick DeHart 
(1986-90), who played one 
year in New Zealand and 
then one year in the CBA; 
Bob Erbst (1989-91), who 
played in Germany; and 
Gaiy Gray (1987-91), who 
played for a team in 
England.

Each of these players 
has had the dream of play
ing in the NBA. But they 
all cannot be Brian Shaws. 
UCSB men’s basketball 
Head Coach Jerry Pimm 
says he always prepares his 
players for life after 
Gaucho basketball, and

has been pleased with the 
choices and successes of 
many of his players.

“The NBA is a dream of 
all basketball players, just 
like Major League Base
ball is a dream of all base
ball players,” Pimm said. 
"The thing that I’m most 
most proud of is that the 
guys have all been realistic 
about their goals. They 
achieve their goal of a de
gree and chase their 
dream. But they don’t put 
all their eggs in one basket. 
That is very rewarding for 
a coach. They all realize 
th e r e  is l ife  a f te r  
basketball.”

T he m o st r e c e n t
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WHAT ABOUT BOB: Bob Erbst signed on to play fora 
club team in Germany after playing for the Gauchos.

GRAY AREA: After leaving UCSB Gary Gray took his 
talents to England where he played fora club team.

Gaucho to find success 
playing professionally is 
Davis. He picked up in 
Greece right where he left 
off at UCSB, averaging 
24.4 points and five re
bounds per game overseas.

In his final season with 
the Gauchos in 1991-92, 
Davis was not only the 
team ’s most valuable 
player, but also the Big 
West Conference’s Player 
of the Year, beating out 
certain NBA draft first 
rounders J.R. Rider of 
UNLV and Long Beach

State’s Lucious Harris for 
the honor. During that 
season, Davis averaged 
22.2 ppg and grabbed 6.1 
rebounds per contest.

Davis’ trek to Greece 
was quite similar to that of 
other former Gauchos. He 
competed in an NBA tiy- 
out camp last summer, 
where he could show off 
his wares to scouts from 
the NBA. But there were 
also representatives from 
the CBA and many foreign 
countries in attendance.

Davis got hooked up

with an agent, Bill Duffy, 
and signed a free agent 
contract with the NBA’s 
New York Knicks.

“The tryout camps did 
help me get seen, espe
cially when I was in New 
York and then when I was 
with Seattle playing in a 
summer league in Utah,” 
said Davis, who is now 
home in San Jose for a vac
ation. “A lot of overseas 
scouts were there check
ing the players out and it 
did help me because it let 
them see that I could play 
a t a h igh  level of 
competition.”

Davis eventually signed 
a contract to play in

Greece for an estimated 
six-figure salary and is cur
rently weighing his op
tions for next year.

“I’m not totally sure ab
out my plans for next year, 
but there is a good chance 
I might end up back in 
G reece,” Davis said. 
“There are some oppor
tunities for me opening up 
in Spain right now. I 
wouldn’t mind going to 
Spain, but Greece is a 
good situation for me. I’m 
getting paid well there, but 
I’m playing for a small 
team and I believe I can 
play for a bigger team at

See LEAGUE, p.3A
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OH HENRY: A Gaucho from ’82-'86, Conner Henry 
has moved on to play in a pro league in Spain.
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CSUN: Gauchos Manage a Split in Weekend Doubleheader With Matadors
Continued from p .lA  

hit by a pitch to start the 
game and Matt Bokemeier 
followed with a single. Af
ter a pop-out, Jared Janke 
smashed a single that 
scored Phoenix, and Zach 
Elliot foUowed with an 
RBI double that plated 
Bokemeier and Janke.

CSUN would come 
back to tie the game with 
single runs in the second, 
third and fourth innings, 
but once again UCSB ex
tended its lead to three 
with a three-run fifth in
ning as Janke blasted out a 
three-run round-tripper 
after Bokemeier (3-4) and 
Haar had singled with two 
outs.

However, just as before, 
the Matadors came back 
to tie the game again, this 
time with a three-run 
seventh inning off reliever 
Brian Stevenson, who had 
come in for starter Pat 
Bennett in the previous 
inning.

T h a t s e t  up  th e  
Gauchos’ five-run ninth 
inning that started with 
Doug Smaldino’s walk fol
lowed by a fielder’s choice. 
Bokemeier’s walk then set 
the table for H aar’s 
420-foot heroics, but 
UCSB wasn’t finished as 
Janke (3-5, with four RBIs) 
followed with a triple. 
M ike W o lg er (3-5) 
crushed an RBI double to

plate Janke, and Elliot 
then singled to score Wol
ger and give UCSB the 
cushion it needed.

“He [Contreras] threw 
me two sliders in the previ
ous at-bat, so I was sitting 
on the slider,” Haar said. 
“He threw a good pitch, 
but I went down and got it. 
It was nice to make some 
good contact and get it in 
the air since I hadn’t done 
that aU weekend.”

In Friday’s game the two 
biggest bright spots for 
UCSB were the bats of 
Bokemeier and Wolger. 
Bokemeier went 4-for-5 in 
the game and including 
Saturday’s game has gone 
11 for his last 14 at the

plate, a .786 average. Wol
ger went 3-4 including a 
double and raised his aver
age to .353.

The Gauchos were 
ahead 2-0 after three in
nings on RBI singles from 
Bokemeier and Haar, but 
CSUN exploded in the 
bottom half of the frame 
with nine runs. The two

LEAGUE
Continued from p .lA  
UCSB appeared worn 

out when it came time for 
the nightcap, and four 
Gaucho errors reflected 
this. Santa Barbara hurler 
S tacy A tw ood (8-6)

biggest hits were Chris Ol
sen’s two-run double and 
Joey Arnold’s grand slam 
off UCSB starter Janke 
who left after pitching 2.2 
innings and giving up eight 
runs, all earned.

Santa Barbara cut into 
CSUN’s lead with two 
runs in the fifth inning and 
one more in the sixth and

pitched a complete game 
but was victimized by two 
unearned runs.

UNLV pitcher Amie 
Stewart, who improved 
her record to 12-11, was 
touched for Gaucho runs 
in the third and fourth in
nings. Stewart gave up one 
earned run when Kyriazis

had an excellent chance to 
cut deeper in the seventh 
when Janke drew a leadoff 
walk and Wolger followed 
with a double. But the next 
three G aucho hitters 
struck out against North- 
ridge starter Johnny Najar 
(5-2) and CSUN cruised 
the rest of the way in the 
12-5 win.

knocked home Melen- 
drez. The other run came 
when Annjanette Vitulli 
scored on an error.

“It’s hard to go 12 in
nings and lose and then be 
able to get up for the sec
ond game,” explained 
Schott “They just didn't 
give up.

UNLV
Continued from p .lA  

this moment.”
Not quite the pushover 

of some other overseas 
leagues, there was some 
formidible opposition in 
Greece this past season, 
including former NBA 
players Roy Tarpley, Wal
ter Berry, Rod Higgins and 
Cliff Livingston. But Davis 
must weigh his career op
tions against those of his 
expanding family.

“I’m married now and 
my wife is expecting, so the 
only thing I’m really con
cerned about is my family 
and how it affects my fam
ily,” Davis said. “If it 
doesn’t affect my family, it 
doesn’t matter where I’m 
at.”

Davis does adm it, 
though, that a shot at the 
NBA is certainly in his 
plans for the next several

years.
“I’m young right now, 

but I would like to give the 
league [NBA] another 
shot, maybe after my con
tract runs out in Greece,” 
Davis said. “If I can’t get a 
crack at the league I’ll con
tinue to play overseas in 
Europe. Hopefully, I’ll fig
ure out a way to obtain my 
degree and go into other 
fields.”

Academics have always 
been stressed by the 
Gaucho coaching staff 
during Pimm’s 10 years at 
UCSB for the situation 
that Davis might soon face 
— life after basketball.

“Academics are dis
cussed, not from the 
standpoint of staying eligi
ble, but staying in conver
sations when they are out 
of basketball,” Pimm said. 
“I tell them to stay in
formed in all subjects so 
they don’t have to feel like 
they don’t know what they

are talking about.”
Many former Gauchos 

have taken steps towards 
successful careers away 
from basketball. Among 
those players are Brian 
Johnson (1984-86), who is 
a counselor at Devereaux 
School; Carlton Daven
port (1985-89), who is an 
e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  
teacher; Doug Olsen 
(1986-90), who works for 
a pharmaceutical firm in 
the Bay Area; John Sayers 
(1989-91), who is student 
teaching in San Jose; and 
DeHart, who is the career 
guidance director for the 
Santa Barbara Boys Club.

Although there are op
tions for UCSB basketball 
players outside of basket
ball once they get their de
gree from UCSB, many 
Gauchos still hold onto 
that dream of one day 
playing in the NBA.

The four starting seniors 
on this past year’s squad—

Ray Kelly, Idris Jones, 
Mike Meyer and Paul 
Johnson — all maintain 
that dream. Meyer, how
ever, is likely to put his 
$5,000 NCAA Postgradu
ate Scholarship to good 
use right away for study at 
the university or profes
sional school of his 
choice.

As for Kelly, Jones and 
Johnson, they are likely 
going to play in a profes
sional basketball summer 
league at the Bren Center 
at UC Irvine, according to 
Pimm. This league in
cludes not only NBA 
hopefuls, but also many 
NBA rookies and reserves. 
The teams are coached by 
NBA coaches.

“Many foreign reps 
watch these games and sc
outs from foe CBA are 
there too,” Pimm said. 
“They have to be seen and 
all of them haye expressed 
interest in playing.”

HEATING UP: Brian Shaw set an NBA record for 
most three-point shots made in a game this year.
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