For the first time in five
games, the St. Louis Cardi-
nals’Mark McGwire (fid not
hit aball out ofthe park At
this rate he’ll only have 123
home runs by the end ofthe
year, and who are we to
doubt that Big Mac can do
it.

MichaelJordan scored his
29,000th careerpointFriday
night, and, no, they didn’t all
come in one game vs. the
Warriors.

Speaking of the woeful
Warriors, when told of all
the talent that has passed
through the Golden State
organization in the last five
years, Head Coach P.J. Car-
fisemo strangled himself.
Forward Joe Smith should
be the latest all-star caliber
player to be let go, leaving
the Warriors with unproven
talent and more ping pong
balls than Forrest Gump
would know what to do
with.

The Los Angeles Dod-
gers got their firstwin of the
season yesterday, prompting
all players with less than two
years left on their contracts
to ask for contract
renegotiations.

How’sthis forirony?: The
National Champion Ken-
tucky Wildcats, one of the
last schools to integrate its
basketball team, were
coached by an African-
American, Tubby Smith.

Best wishes to UCSB
Athletic Director Gary
Cunningham, who is recov-
ering well from a mild heart
attack suffered Friday after-
noon. Everyone is pulling
for you.

—Scott Hennessee and
Steve Wendt

Monday

Golf® SanJose State
at Pasatiempo Golf
Course

Gauchos Win Two of Three in Nevada

By Steve W endt
Staff Writer

Two out of three ain't
bad.

The UCSB baseball team
took two of three games
from the University of Ne-
vada last weekend in snowy
Reno. The Gauchos and
Wolf Pack scratched and
clawed their way through
three rightgames with Santa
Barbara knocking off Ne-
vada Friday and Saturday
before losing in a sloppily
executed game Sunday
afternoon.

UCSB held on for a 7-6
win Friday after staking it-
self to a 6-0 lead. The
Gauchos got their first four
runs in the fourth inning be-
hind an onslaught of power
hitring from Bryan LaCour
and Justin Lehr. LaCour
hammered a three-run blast,
his fourth home run of the
season, and Lehr’s solo shot
in the fourth marked the
fifth rime the rifle-armed
catcher from West Covina
has gone deep this year.

Santa Barbara (10-18-2
overall, 5-10 in the Big
West) added to its lead in
the fifth when junior Brad
Wright doubled to drive
home two runs.

Nevada (16-14, 4-5)
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EASY PLAY: Secondbaseman Chad Peshke makes a play on a ground ballin a recent
game. The freshman doubled and scored two runs in Sunday’s loss to the WolfPack.

chipped at the UCSB lead
unfit it finally tied the ball
game at 6-6 in the seventh.
But Wright, who had three
hits and three RBIs, once
again came through in the
clutch for the Gauchos. He
nailed a solo shot off starter
James Brink (6-2) in the
eighth to give UCSB a 7-6
lead it would not relinquish.

Freshman Bing Cain
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RENFREE’S GOTRISE: SeniorsetterAdam Renfreegoes
up for a block against Pepperdine on Saturday.

The UCSB women's water polo team won a
pair of games fastweekend, defeating San Diego
State on Friday 8-7,and beating tBSU Saturday,

13+2. See story Tushy, |

The UCSBwomens track and field team took
second place at the Big West Challenge Cup
Saturday. The man's track and field team

finished third. Seestory lbesiay,

Sporting Events Calendar

Tuesday

Softball vs. Loyola
Marymount 2 pan.

Women’s tennis @ Cal
State Fullerton 2 pan.

Golf @ SanJose State

at Pasatiempo Golf
Course

Wednesday

Women'stennis @
Long Beach State

2pm.

(2-3) picked up the win for
Santa Barbara with some
help from junior Daniel
Martinez. The righty re-
liever pitched the final three
innings to pick up his first
save in a Gaucho uniform.
UCSB Head Coach Bob
Brontsema expressed plea-
sure with his team’s ability to
win the opener ofthe series.

said. “[Brink has] real good
stuff. This isatough place to
play.”

Saturday’s 10-7 victory
proved to be a nail-biter for
the Gauchos, that is, if they
could bite their nails with
their teeth chattering.

UCSB put together a
two-outrallyduring asnow-

See BASE, p3A

Thursday

Baseball vs. UOP
2pm.

Men’s volleyball @
BYU7pm.

“We beat their ace,” he

Volleyball Tames Lions,
Shut-Out By Pepperdine

By Shane Culbertson
Staff Writer

W hat a difference a day makes.

The UCSB men’s volleyball team played brilliantly in a
win against Loyola Marymount University on Friday before
self-destructing againstPepperdine University in alosing ef-
fort Saturday.

Gaucho senior middle blocker Jeremy Darner explained
thatthere isnt much ofa mysterybehind the outcome ofthis
weekend’s matches.

“We played really well against LMU and they played
poorly,” Darner said. “Conversely, Pepperdine played really
well against us and we just couldn’t put it together in that
match.”

Santa Barbara had one ofits best hitring performances of
the season against Loyola, posting a .508 butting percentage.
The Gauchos also outblocked the Lions 12 to two, en route
to athree-set (15-9,15-6,15-7) victory.

“We did a really good job ofspreading the ball around in
the Loyola match,” Darner said. “They really didn’t put up
much of a block and we took advantage of that.

“That was a huge win for us. W e put ourselves in a pretty
good position to make the playoffs by beating them.”

Alika Williams led the Gauchos with a whopping .778
hitring percentage in the match, recording 15 Kills. Sopho-
more Kevin Collins also turned in a stellar performance by
tallying 18 kills while hitting at a .395 clip.

Ifbeating LM U was “huge”forUCSB, awin over#2 Pep-
perdine would have been of titanic proportions. Unfortu-

See SPLIT, p.3A

Friday Saturday
Mene”%/altl)ea/ r??_" U Softhall vs. Cal State

Baseball vs. UOP2pm. Northridgenoon

Softball vs. New
Mexico State 1pm.

Women’s tennis v$i
UC Irvine 1:30pm

Baseball vs. OOP 1pm. _ | |

Women’s water polo @
MPSFToumament
through Monday

Women'’s
Basketball
Gets Love

By Ben Alkaly
Staff Writer

The UCSB women’s ba-
sketball team’s recent
NCAA Tournament run
and season-long success has
inspired an ever-growing
legion of fans in the Santa
Barbara community, as well
as an interesting fashion
trend.

Local residents proved
their loyalty to die Gauchos
on March-17, when over 50
boosters turned out at the
Santa Barbara Municipal
Airport to welcome home
the squad from NCAA
tourney play in Champaign,

;111 According to sophomore

point guard Stacy Clines-
mith, the reception helped
ease the pain of a narrow
69-64 loss to the University
of Illinois the previous
night.

“That was awesome,” the
native of Spokane, Wash.,
said. “It shows how much
Santa Barbara is getting into
women’s basketball and how
everybody is so supportive of
the Gauchos.”

But for most fans, the
players’ collective approach
to the game is as appealing as
its 27-6 overall record —
which tied the school record
for most wins in a season.

“l like their all-for-one
and one-for-all attitude,”
said Carpinteria resident
and UCSB season-ticket
holder Bob Magruder. “If
one person does great,
everyone truly shares in her
glory and congratulates her.
If someone is in a slump,
they are all there with
encouragement.”

“On the other hand, each
one is able to give up a little
of themselves when neces-
sary to help the team be bet-
ter,” he said.

Boosters such as Goleta
resident Amy Kuntz have
decided to give something
back to the team that pro-
vides them with so much ex-
citement in the Thunder-
dome. In February, Kuntz
coordinated a birthday
celebration for Head Coach
Mark French, and is cur-
rently in the process oforga-
nizing a scrapbook of press
clippings for each player.

"They’re top-quality wo-
men who work hard atbeing

See FANS, p.2A

Sunday

Men’s tennis $
San Diego State
130pnL '
Golf ® Stanford
through Monday
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SPRING RUSH

Pre-Rush BBQ Friday 1-4
Tuesday Rush 6-9
Wednesday BBQ 1-4, Rush 6-9
Thursday BBQ 1-4, Rush 6-9

795 Embarcadero del Norte

(Red Brick House)
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SmalliS Beautiful. Nexus Classifieds work. Call 893-3829 for mora info.*
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HANGIN’ OUT: The UCSBwomen's basketballteam attracted a legion ofyoungfans this
season. Sevenyear-oldAlec Eldridge shows a group ofGauchos how to take it to the rim.

FANS

m Continued from p.IA

good players and good stu-
dents, but balance [that]
with their own unique senses
of humor,” Kuntz said.
“And they're so friendly,
sharing it with everybody,
allowing their fans to be part
of the fun — feels like
family.”

While adults certainly
have fun watching the
Gauchos play, perhaps the
team’s biggest fans arc its
pint-sized ones. UCSB
players frequently spend
hours after home games
signing autographs, posing
for pictures and giving ad-
vice to aspiring hoopsters. In
addition, all team members
participate in French’s
Gaucho Outreach program,
which involves speeches and

YOU DONT NEEDATEAM

SIGN-UPS END THIS
THURSDAY, APRIL 9TH,

TO PARIIAPATH

INDIVIDUAL (INDY) MEETINGS ON
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8TH.

ALL INDIVIDUALS ARE WELCOME,

SO SAY YOU'LL BE THERE!

6X6 INDOOR VOLLEYBALL

2X2 SAND VOLLEYBALL

INNERTUBE WATER POLO

REGULAR WATER POLO

5X5 BASKETBALL

3X3 BASKETBALL

FLOOR HOCKEY

INLINE HOCKEY

OUTDOOR SOCCER / INDOOR SOCCER
RACQUETBALL GOLF TOURNAMENTS

SOFTBALL 5:30PM
ULTIMATE 6:00PM

ULTIMATE FRISBEE TENNIS
SQUASH flj SOFTBALL
BADMINTON  y/t& t BOWLING

VOLLEYBALL 4:00PM
BASKETBALL 4:30PM

IN/ OUTDOOR SOCCER 5:00PM
REGULAR WATER POLO 5:30PM

INLINE/ FLOOR HOCKEY 6:30PM

WE WILL PLACE YOU ON ATEAM! ALL
MEETINGS ARE IN THE REC CEN COURT YD.

clinics at local schools.
“The Gaucho Outreach
program has been instru-
mental in reaching the com-
munity,” UCSB alumni and
Montecito resident Julie
Raffety said. “First Kkids
meet the Gauchos, then they
insist their parents take
them to games, and they’re
hooked. .. What a great
message to send to our
school community.”
Ten-year-old Kate Ains-
ley, a student at Laguna
Blanca Elementary School
in Santa Barbara, has
learned a great deal about
basketball and sportsman-
ship from the Big West
Conference Champions.
“They all have good atti-
tudes about losing and
theyre all really nice,” she
said. “Just watching Stacy
[Clinesmith], | learned the

crossover dribble and under-
hand layup.”

Ainsley is also one of
many her age to take a fash-
ion cue from Santa Barbara
freshman guard and Big
W estPlayerofthe Year Erin
Buescher. All across the
South Coast, young girls
have tried to replicate Bues-
cher’s unique, braided-
pigtail hairdo, which she
dons for good luck during
games.

“I've attempted to do the
‘Erin Buescher,’butcan’t get
my hair to go in that direc-
tion,” said Ainsley, a mem-
ber of the “LiT Gauchos”
club. “Some ofthe playerson
my team do it though.”

Freshman center Tandee
Taylor welcomes the atten-
tion from young fans.

See HOOPS, p.3A

I'llfell you whcif you wanf, wiyat really really want!

YOU KNOWYQU
VWANNABE A REFEREH!!
OFFICIALS/ REFEREES ARE NEEDED
FOR INTRAMURAL LEAGUES. NO

EXPERIENCE NECESSARY.
WE WILL TRAIN YOU.
YOU CAN EARN $6.00 - $7.00 A GAME
WITH FLEXIBLE HOURS THAT WORK
AROUND YOUR SCHEDULE.

MANDATORY CLINICS BEGIN TONIGHT!

SOCCER 5-6PM RecCen Clssrm
HOCKEY 6-7PM RecCen Classrm

ALL MEETINGS ARE

ON MONDAY
APRIL 6TH

WATER POLO 6-7PM RecCen Confrm

10 SIGN-UP/MORE INFO CALL: 893-3253 OR STOP BY THE REC SPORTS OFFICE @ REC CEN RM. #1110
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“A lot of times basketball
programs arent in touch
with the community,” she
said. “It’s great that little
lads follow us around and
aren’t afraid to talk to us. |
[enjoy] it when parents
come up to me and say, ‘My
daughter loves the team.”

While year-round Santa
Barbara residents have deve-

loped a deep appreciation of
UCSB women’s basketball,
the team’s reception on
campus has been rather
lukewarm. The squad aver-
aged 1,436 fans per game
during its 1997-98 home
schedule — tops in the Big
W est— yet sawvery few fel-
low students among the
Thunderdome crowds.

“l think a lot of people
don't feel ifs as entertaining
as men’s basketball,” undec-

lared freshman Scott
Thielen said. “They don’t
dunk, and aren’t as fast and
strong.”

While the gauchos won't
be dunking any rime soon,
chances are they will con-
tinue to be successful. Santa
Barbara returns every player
from this yeark 27th-ranked
team, aswell as University of
Washington transfer Ra-
chelle Rodgers and two All-
State recruits.

SPLIT
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nately, the wheels came offofthe Santa Bar-
bara hitring machine somewhere between
Los Angeles and Malibu as the Gauchos
went down in straight sets (15-7, 15-6,
15-10) to the mighty Waves.

UCSB Head Coach Ken Preston was
appalled by his team’s performance against
Pepperdine, deeming it asone ofthe poorest
outings his team has ever experienced.

“I't was the worst hitting match 1've ever
seen by a Gaucho team,” Preston said. “Only
one of our players hit for a positive percen-
tage. We blocked alright but we couldn’t
sideout.”

Santa Barbara hit for apaltry .069 percen-
tage against Pepperdine watching its record
slide to 9-10 overall, 7-9 in the Mountain
Pacific Sports Federation. None of the
Gauchos were able to reach double digits in
kills in the match as Darner and senior
Mitch McCoy led the team with nine put-
aways apiece.

With three regular-season matches re-
maining, the Gauchos find themselves
clinging to the final playoffspotin their divi-
sion. They control their own destiny at this
point and can earn a trip to the MPSF play-
offs by winning their remaining three
matches, but two of them will be against a
powerful BYU squad on the road.

Monday, April 6,1998 3A

ADULTVIDEO CENTER
CaCifornia's Classiest AduCt Store is 9{ozv Open!

1000s of VIDEOS «CD ROMS

TOYS « LINGERIE

BASE
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storm in the ninth to snatch
a victory from the Wolf
Pack.

UCSB took a 6-5 lead in
the eighth but Nevada ral-
lied with two runs ofits own
to recapture the advantage.

Santa Barbara was down
to its last out in the ninth
with nobody on base.
Shortstop Justin Gemoll
drew a two-out walk, fol-
lowed by a single by Wright.

For the second time in as

many days, LaCour pro-
vided fireworks ofthe three-
runvariety. Amid snow flur-
ries, the junior launched a
three-run bomb to take the
lead 9-7. Dave Molidor
tacked on an RBI single in
the ninth and Craig Shara
pickedup thewinin reliefof
starter Troy Kinto.

LaCour went 2-for-5
with four RBIs while Moli-
dor went 4-for-5 with four
RBIs. Molidor and Lehr
also homered for UCSB.

There would be no come-
from-behind story Sunday,

however.

Gaucho starter David
Uris struggled and recorded
just one out in the first in-
ning before giving way to
Lehr on the mound.

Despite giving up seven
runs in the first three in-
nings, Santa Barbara actu-
ally managed to take a 9-7
lead in the top of the fifth,
but Nevada regained the
lead in the bottom ofthe in-
ning and never looked back.

LaCour homered for the
third time in as many games
during the 13-11 loss.

( Samy'sCamera)

Variety of Student

‘Cause Every

Party

Needs a Climax

Check out our amazing selection of toys & gifts!

«-to UCSB Hwy 154
101 FREEWAY
State St. Exit
Hollister Ave. State St
to LA_"
R>vier A N
4135 State St.
967-8282

YOUR FIRST RENTAL
IS ALWAYS

with Student I.D.

R IIWIlE R A

4135 STATE (State & Hwy 154) 967-8282

Isla vista Bike Bouflgue

Discounts Available

* 20% off photo finishing
e 20% off camera rentals

* Discount on all photo
supplies

* Art Studio 120
Upper Division Photography

«\We have all the supplies for UCSB
Photography Classes

e Cameras, Film, and Accessories

< Binoculars

«Dark Room Supplies

«24-Hour Quality Film Processing
<Video Cameras and

Accessories

«Video Camera Rentals
=\Videotape Duplications

Only 10 Minutes

from Campus

SANTA

BARBARA EB%EE
910 East Haley S M-F 8-6
963-7269 sat  9-5

MONGOOSE MANEUVER

Stay dry with rainwear from Oregon Jackson & Gibbons

NEW CLOSE-OUT Trek M. $135
Nishiki Aluminum “Back Roads” .$425  Wheels. ..., $25
Concept Shock or Rock Shock TITES. oo, from $10

Electric Blue Motorized.............. $425 .
Nishiki Beach Cruisef................. $365 Mongoose Full Suspernsion Damo ..$875
FULL SUSPENSION Univega Full Suspension Demo.... $775
BEACH CRUISERS XTVBRAKES........ccocovvrerrrrrinnenn. $45
WOMEN's.........ooooiiis from$1G8E “RENT MTN. BIKES........ $25 A DAY
MEN'S....cvveiiiiiic from$119 _
SCAWINNS. oo from$144e Also Rent Bikes for the Quarter $55
BASIC BIKE.........covcvervrrernn. from $69  FUTS FIXED......ooveeeeererrrs v $6.66
NeO F0|dlng B|ke |nC|UdES Rear Ught$89 LOSTYGJR KEY7 Lm QJT llllllll $10
SHOCKS CLOSE-OUT (TAX INCL ) U-LOCKS.....cov et e $15
Rock Shocks Quads & Indys.....$175 g5 SOFTSEATS, ..o 817
JUAY XCooooeeeees s $275
DAY Do $350  FENDERS....oocoommmmiisicns s $15
DUOTIACKS......ocvveveeiiirns o $75 CRUISER CHROME FENDER.......... $22

880 Embarcadero del Mar ®068-3338
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Panhellenic Sorority
Spring Open House

Spring Open House will be Tuesday and
Wednesday, April 7 & 8, 6:30-9pm

There will be 3 Informational Meetings
on Monday, April 6 at 7:00pm
at 3 different locations:

A UCen Lobero Room
& Francisco Torres
A- URC (University Religious Center)

Attend the one most convenientforyou

'_p y_
If you have any questions, please call 685-3326 or 685-3346
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Men's Fraternity Rush

Informational meeting

Monday, April 6th GUEST
SPEAKERS

frof“ 7-9pm e Yonnie Harris
at G Irvetz 1004 Dean of Students
* Michael Young
Getall y_our Ru_Sh and Vice Chancellor, Student Affairs
New Recruitment info early.
All are welcome! e Joe Navarro

Asst. Dean of Students

RUSH BEGINS TUESDAY, APRIL 7TH
and continues through Thursday, April 9th

Please contact IFC President Mark Gorecki for additional info or questions at 968-5165
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