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3020 De La Vina * Santa Barbara

Self-Service Car Washing 
At Its Finest

5 0 0 vacuums
Take 101 to Carrillo, 
Carrillo to Anacapa, 
5 blocks on Anacapa 

to DALEE

527 Anacapa St. a t Cota
One block parallel to State

OPEN 24 HOURS 965-7416

L O O K I N G
for the BEST 

Self-Service Carwash 
in the Whole 
Community?

DALE
CAR
BAT

Attendant on duty most daylight hours 
for your convenience, we care!

Ho LI DAY
G I F T G U I D E
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Not Just a Noun Antiquing, an
f/F ^  adventure for 

young and old 
alike, abounds 
downtown.

Toy Story Shopping for the 
w F ^  (very) underage. 

Movie tie-ins are 
everywhere.

Brief Lessons 
in Bribery

Pick up a good 
'w F ^  book for the 

parentals.

Last Minute 
Shopping?

What to do if 
w F ^  your friends need 

gifts and you’re' 
desperate.

Kriss Kringle: 
Caught on Tape

Santa no es un 
w m r santo. A special 

investigation 
uncovers the 
jolly fat man’s 
North Pole sweat
shop.

Doonesburys 
wouldn’t normally 

see
scattered 
throughout this 
Issue. Enjoy.

D aily  N exus S pecia l S upp lem ents  

b rough t to  you by the  le tte r Q  and the  num be r n 

w ishes  you and yours the  happ ies t o f holidays. 

Just rem em ber w ha t B uckaroo  B anza i said: 

“N ow  you don ’t have to  be  m ean, because  

w hereve r you go, the re  you are.”

Peace

and good luck on you r fina ls.
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Not Justa Noun
By Jennifer Hendshew

The word “antique,” not 
only a noun, can now be 
used as a verb. Antiquing 
has been defined over the 
past seven years as simply

antique shopping. Nowa
days, it has become a favo
rite pastime for baby 
boomers and Gen X-ers, 
the famous and the not-so- 
famous, the rich and the 
frugal.

Today, antiquing is re
garded as an experience 
rather than a tedious shop
ping excursion. Through 
the sights, sounds and 
even smells, you can revi
sit your past (or someone 
else’s) or recreate your 
own present.

During the Christmas 
season, it is sometimes dif
ficult to find that special 
gift for that special some
one. However, if you do 
not get out to the shops 
early enough, that special 
gift may be out of stock un
til next year. Don’t panic: 
Might I suggest visiting 
one of the many antique 
shops in Santa Barbara? 
This alternative is cer-

cherished memories of 
someone’s life, maybe 
your own. Many of the 
shops in the Santa Barbara 
area are located on histori
cal grounds. Historic 
Brinkerhoff Avenue (para
llel to Chapala between 
Haley and Cota streets) is 
a great example. This av
enue houses vintage Vic
torian homes — some dat
ing back to the early 1800s

Come to Kernohan’s Toys 
for Great Stuffed Animals

for the best selection of huggable teddy bears, 
lions, tigers, giraffes, dogs, cats, pigs—  

any critter imaginable, and many other toys 
for your holiday gift list.

TOYS!
A wonderful Fairyland of 

Toys, Stuffed Animals and 
Dolls (porcelain, Madame 
Alexander, and so forth) \ [

“Antique shops not only 
carry merchandise, they

carry a history.”
tainly much better than el
bowing and nudging your 
way in and out of stores.

Antique shops not only 
cany merchandise, they 
carry a history. Each ob
ject within them holds

— that have now been 
converted into antique 
shops.

Brinkerhoff is a street 
where people have “com-

See ANTIQUE p. 7A

TO Y S  A N D  G IF TS
1 3 2 4  S T A T E  (Ac r o s s  f r o m  t h e  A r l in g t o n  T h e a t r e ) 

S a n t a  B a r b a r a , C a l i f . 9 3 1 0 1  
( 8 0 5 )  9 6 2 - 2 6 9 5

T h e  H a p p i e s t  P l a c e  i n  T o w n !

r
(aM

T h e y ’r e  T r u ly  C o n n e c te d !

They say the course of true love 
never runs smoothly, but we say 
differently. It’s now a very smooth 
and comfortable connection between 
Santa Barbara and San Jose with a 
stop in San Luis Obispo.

Just in time for holiday travel, 
Amtrak California has introduced a 
new luxury Thruway Bus Connection 
that offers daily service between 
Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo and 
San Jose. Convenient and economical, 
it also connects to a Capitol train 
in San Jose for the trip north to 
Oakland and Sacramento.

The bus stops at the Santa Barbara 
Amtrak Station, 209 State Street.

Northbound, the bus departs 
Santa Barbara at 6:20 a.m. and arrives 
in San Jose at 12:50 p.m. Capitol 
train #724 departs 15 minutes later 
for Sacramento with additional stops 
enroute, including one in Emeryville 
where you can hop ah Amtrak 
California bus to San Francisco.

The southbound bus leaves 
San Jose at 4:50 p.m. and arrives in 
Santa Barbara at 11:10 p.m. with a 
stop in San .Luis Obispo at 8:30 p.m.

Buy your Amtrak ticket at Dean 
Travel in the University Center, #2211, 
or the Santa Barbara Amtrak Station. 
For more information, call Amtrak at 
1-800-USA-RAIL.

V
Amtrak California
A partnership between CaHnsns snd Amtrak J

'  P  o  t  a  10 0 n p i z  z  a  1 s  '■&
u n  n a t  u r a  I . s  u b v e  r s  i v e

(AND------ ------------

f i t
A T T E  N T I O N !  LET THE TRUTH BE KNOWN: A RADICAL GROUP OF NONCONFORMISTS 
COMMONLY KNOWN AS CPK (CALIFORNIA £IZZA KITCHEN) IS RIGHT NOW SERVING 

. '  POTATO ON PIZZA IN THIS COMMUNITY! THIS GOES AGAINST 
^   ̂ EVERYTHING OUR FOREFATHERS INTENDED PIZZA TO BE!!!

W hatever happened to COMMON DECENCY?? 
Who died and gave CPK the RIGHT to CROSS THE 

INVISIBLE LINE between the Foot Food Groups?? Potatoes 
should NOT be integrated with Rosemary Chicken, let alone 

BPsamw*Chlckan-Polato Pizza •  PIZZA! If people start adopting a permissive i l lM c  towards 
nmnananda tMniy veiled In a potato on pizza. Next tiling you know, it’s the COLLAPSE OF 

thin, tlaky crust. Don't be fooled byjls CIVh.IZATI0 N  IN THE FREE WORLD!!! Right now, 
P 'e # ® aP>?^anc?: IT' ^ T MILLIONS OF CPK PIZZA-CRAZED “ZOMBIES" walk our streets.,

And. die scounrc is spreading! WE MUST TAKE ACTION NOW!; BOYCOTT*'
Let’s go back to a simpler time when pizza was a place for pepperoni. AMTl-tSTABiJSHMDfr&v 
Not Tandoori Chicken, Shrimp Pesto, Peking Duck, Goat Cheese ^®AM0NGERS!&
(Blasphemy!) or Rosemary Chicken-Potato. If we were intended tov Whatever you do; don’t-

I

to Paeeo Ultimo Mall ••
taste two different "exotic” foods at the same time, we would have beenf on Chapala;?*
BORN WITH TWO TONGUES!! WAKE UP ANO SMELL THE GARLIC!!.*! And, by ail m ean W  
Every one of CPICs 27 highly addictive, unholy combinations must be t*on *ca** (80S) 962-4648 
ELIMINATED. TOGETHER, we can stop the crispy, W ootL firedS. 
menace! A return to traditional pizza MORALS is OUR BEST SECURITY FOR OUR FUTURE!!! 
¡Support onrgrassroots action group, C.R. U.S.T. (Qrusaden Resisting Unnatural Subversive lo p p in g s )^

Potatoes Belong on a PLATE!! Not a PIZZA!!!
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Apparel Designer Zone Presents 
YEAR -EN D  CLO TH IN G  CLEARANCE
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T o y  S t o r y
Braving the 
wilds for that 
special kid

By Davia Gray

Picture a store glowing 
with lights, sale signs and 
pyramids of shining new 
toys. Add hundreds of 
screaming children, a 
bunch of frazzled parents, 
a few overworked employ
ees and a mile-long line, 
and then you have your av
erage day of Christmas 
shopping for the pre- 
pubeseent crowd.

High-tech items are al
ways at the top of the gift 
list. Radio-controlled cars 
and video games are top 
sellers, according to 
Cheiyl Zaffruto, Kay-Bee 
Toys manager.

“The new Nintendo 
video system is definitely 
the number-one seller be
cause it’s the latest tech-

See KIDS p.!3A

Count on GTE for Internet Solutions.

Dial-Up Analog Access

Designed fo r students and faculty looking to explore the 
Internet f/or its many valuable resources at an affordable price 
yet sacrificing no quality. Dial-up analog access provides you 
with the reliability and quality you’ve come to expect" 
from GTE. Uses standard telephone line and a modem.

$ 1 5 .4 5  per month* unlimited Internet access 

Netscape Navigator 2.01 software with documentation 
for a one-time charge of $10 .00

*When traveling, local roaming access is available in most areas. When-unavailable, remote dial-up access may be obtained 
at a $4 .50  per hour additional charge.

I t ’ s  A m a z i n g  W h a t  
W e C a n  D o T o g e t h e r

U C S B
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

SANTA'BARBARA

T r a v e l  S p e c i a l s !

Now thru Spring Break!
Tons More Spring Break Specials!

Air-Eurail-Amtrak-Cruises And Much More! Call Us!

i 2211 UCen • M -F  9-5  • 968-5151

S ta te d  Jtaiftietife

ÜATÏGS tePHi
p e p p & u u t p p t y s a

û â r ïâ H M
LARGE 16 'or ; 

Mediani 12“ Pizza
3 Or more tOPPÍDfiS • with one or more toppiois

928 Embarcadero Del Norte 968-6969,928 Embarcadero Dei Norte 968-6969 -]
not Rood wltt) other otters; «a». 12/15/96

U OarnUafodMcCooppo )
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B r i e f  L e s s o n s  i n  B r i b e r y  D o o n e s b u r y
BY GARRY TRUDEAUBy Chris Koch

For students, die stress 
and fatigue of Fall Quarter 
is coming to a close, near
ing a time to refresh and re
new in preparation for the 
nex t g ru e lin g  term . 
Thoughts turn to home- 
cooked meals and plenty 
of sleep — and to holiday 
shopping.

While a few brave souls 
dare to laugh in the face of 
studying for finals by opt
ing to get their shopping 
done early, many instead 
are forced to cram in a 
quick trip to the mall in the 
desperate hope of a one- 
stop miracle. This can be 
especially true when shop
ping for dear ol’ mom and 
dad. Since conversations 
with parental units during 
the school year often cen
ter around the need for

money, holiday wish lists 
can be lost in die mire.

Fortunately, there is 
hope for bumed-out, gift
giving students looking for 
one place to find the per
fect presents for mother

You w ant books?  
Earthling has ’em. Lots of 
’em. With thousands of ti
des gracing the shelves, 
Earthling is a dream come 
true for students looking 
for the ideal book. Ana

"If you’re in a really big 
hurry, here are a few  

suggestions....”
and father. Located on 
State Street, the Earthling 
Bookshop is just what the 
doctor ordered for a con
venient fuid relaxing shop
ping trip. Complete with a 
cafe and seating around a 
fireplace amid book
shelves, Earthling pro
vides a soothing and un
hurried attitude toward 
book buying, a plus during 
this frenzied season.

such a large number won’t 
be intimidating, either, 
thanks to the helpful staff 
willing to guide you to that 
perfect tome.

If you’re in a really big 
huriy, here are a few sug
gestions to speed you 
through your holiday 
shopping:
• For Mom, We Were the 
Mulvaneys ($24.95) by 
Joyce Carol Oates is a story

about a New York coun
tryside family living a 
seemingly perfect life until 
their daughter commits an 
unspeakable act that 
nearly terns them apart 
and ostracizes them from 
the town.
• For Dad, The Last Don 
($25.95) by Mario Puzo, is 
a loose sequel to the God
father series, detailing the 
w a n in g  p o w e r  o f 
America’s most powerful 
(fictional) mafia family.
• F o r th e  b u d g e t
conscious, plenty of low- 
cost tides are available, in
cluding A Field Guide to 
Germs, priced at an easy- 
on-the-pocketbook $2.99. 
This book, by Wayne 
Biddle, offers a semiseri-' 
ous look at 100 of the most 
common and dangerous

See BOOKS p.l5A

con tinued  ¿ n  p. 8A
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PARAMOUNT PICTURES presents in association with GEFFEN PICTURES an MTV production 
a MIKE JUDGE film "BEAVIS AND BUTT-HEAD DO AMERICA" scoK JOHN FRIZZELL WINNIE CHAFFEE
™  JOHN ANDREWS ™ «  YVETTE KAPLAN fE D A V I D  GALE and VANTOFFLER ™TABBYTERKUHLE 
m p )  “ K S M I K E J U D G E  " ’EMIKEJUDGE andJOE STILLMAN ”W™MIKEJUDGE M
\vi -Tv-ri /^ m » /rr> T 7 T >  n  a  _________ TVéCOnRlCIfJ £ ItH 'SOUND! RACK AVAILABLE 

ON GEFFEN RECORDS

IT'S Nice OF 
you TO DRIVE 

M B T D M f i e C -  
TURB, scar../

N O P K m e M .
I  JUST HOPE 
Y0URHU5BPiNP\ 
COONTM/NP./

Santa Barbara TheatreSports
presents

33

| jL w jje  j
I What wpuÍid..yoü <$o fo l 1 j
a GORILLA?!

th e G o r i l l i t l ^ V S !

Completely Scriptless Theatre!! 
100% Improvised Scenes!
One on Ohe ̂ Competition!!

Friday, Dec. 6th • 8:00pm 
M ulticultural Center Theatre ! 

$3.00
Fbr Reservations: (805) 563-2762
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ANTIQUE
Continued from p.3A 

bined their commercial 
business with their resi
dence to maintain stabil
ity,” adding a touch of per
sonal involvement, said 
R obert L iverno is , a 
30-year resident and local 
business owner. This per
sonal involvement is 
needed to keep Brinker-

hoff thriving. A genuine 
care and love for the busi
ness keeps these vendors 
going and keeps custom
ers coming back.

The second annual 
Christmas Fair on Brink- 
erhoff Avenue is planned 
for next Saturday, 11 
a.m.-6 p.m. All shops will 
open their doors for the 
Christmas season. Food 
and fun will be provided 
by Brinkerhoff residents.

So if you’re looking for 
anything from Asian arti
facts to Zippo lighters 
from the Vietnam War, 
there are over 45 shops to 
choose from within the 
Santa Barbara and Sum- 
merland areas. Whether 
it’s antique furniture, 
jewelry or that peculiar 
collectible, these shops 
can cater to your interests 
a s  w e l l  a s  y o u r  
pocketbook.

SséSif

m
HO .*»*

«

I f !  INTERNATIONAL 
\ / l Z| ENVIRONMENTAL IV lT l  POLICT
T O P I C S  C O U R S E S  I N C L U D E :

■ Scientific foundation o f  International
Environmental Policy

■ Environmental Economics
■ State o f  th e Oceans
■ Global Business, Trade and Environment
■ Oceans Policy
■ Comparative Environmental Policy

j- /—v-tl ir | u  1 1 V i - it  t  ADMISSIONS • DEPT. IEA 
| \ / 1 (  ) | \ |  I M  I V f - l  Y  425 VANBUREN STREET
1 V 1 W 1  N JL L i l v J L  1  MONTEREY,CA93940 USA
TX TC'TTTT T I 'U  TEL <408> 647-4123liN o l 1 I  U  1 E, ! A X .< 4 0 8 ) 6 4 7 -6 4 0 5  

c-n m ire  E-mail admit@mus.edu 
OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES http: / /www.miis.edu

D ecem ber G rads!
Experience the Excitement of a career in Management.

We need bright, motivated, hardworking, entrepreneurial individuals who 
recognize what it takes to succeed in today's business world. If this describes 

you, join our winning team as a Management Trainee.

DON'T HESITATE, FAX OR MAIL YOUR RESUME T0DAY1 
FAX (805) 578-1445 /  983 E. Easy Street Simi Valley, CA 93065 Attn: Deborah Kelly

E n te rp ris e
r en t-a -c a r

Proudly employs the following 
UCSB Alumni

Adam Turner 1996 Psychology /  Sociology
Michael Scovell 1996 Communications

Marcus Balckwell 1995 Psychology
Martin Bond 1995 Psychology

Suzanne Ginise 1995 Law & Society
Michael Kawano 1995 Accounting

Peter Kim 1995 Economics
Elisa Netttebeck-Lopez 1995 Sociology

Chad Schieferie 1995 Political Science
Adesina Stewart-Schneider 1995 Sociology

Milton Miller 1995 Sociology
Adi Delfin 1994 Psychology

Jason McGinnis 1994 Communication
Jason Work 1994 Anthropology

Tish Figueroa 1993 Political Science
Rich Frank 1993 English

Adam Henning 1993 Sociology
Nicole Morgan 1993 English
Chris Nardone 1993 History.

Andrea Aston-Spears 1993 Law & Society
Bryan Blau 1992 Sociology

Sherry Okimoto 1992 Psychology
Doug Cline 1991 Political Science

- Kristin Hlppenstiel 1991 Economics (  Accounting
Robert Hunsinger 1990 Law S r Society

Pete DeFrank 1988 Economics $ 1 0 . 0 0  O F F  W IT H  A D
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Last M inute 
Sh o p p in g ?
By Nick Robertson

Since part of being a 
college student entails 
maintaining a large circle 
of friends, around the holi
day season, you might feel 
the pressure to buy them 
all gifts. While this may be 
materialistic, hey, we live 
in Southern California. 
Deal with it

But unless you’re a 
homebody whose best 
friends are Steve Urkel 
and Sabrina the teenage 
witch, from ABC’s TGIF 
lineup, the annual season 
of giving presents a con
siderable hardship when 
your 35 friends all bring 
you goods from near and 
far and all you have for 
them is pocket lint and 
sorry excuses. How do you 
avoid offending your pals 
while keeping enough 
dough in the bank to pay 
those bottled water bills?

Well, don’t fret. There 
are many ways that you 
can bestow gifts upon your 
chums without spending 
cash in extravagant sums. 
All it takes to keep your 
friends happy (and, of 
course, to receive many a 
gift in return) is a little 
planning and a sharp eye 
for bargains.

The sensible situation is 
to gather your friends 
together a few weeks be
forehand —or, uh, now— 
and put all of your names 
in a hat, each draw a name 
and give that person one 
really nice gift While this 
is a good system, inevi
tably, one person will “just 
have to" get something 
they see at the mall for 
someone in particular, 
starting a chain reaction 
breeding anger and con
tempt for all involved. So

See GIFTS p.!6A

“Hey, we live in Southern California. 
Deal with it.”

Because
all-nighters 

aren’t always
spent in  

the library.

VISA
'40OD 1234 SfclS **

A . NELLOP
HPUJS

r
VISA

It's everyAA/̂ iere 
you. 'wa.Ttt to loe.

O Visa U.S.A. Inc. 1995
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Textbooks are arranged on the shelf by course number. Our 
full refund policy removes all risk of buying your books early.

;pa t a t i o *
B o o k s

A r t * ^

x j c s b c
a l l  m a i ° r

We Buy Used Textbooks All Year Long.
Bring your unwanted books in for an appraisal. We pay cash

The off-campus college bookstore serving UCSB since 1965 
6553 PARDALL ROAD, GOLETA, CA 93117 • (805) 968-3600
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It all started when I was a kid.
Every Christmas, I would eagerly antici
pate the arrival o f more additions to my 
material wealth, whether they were 
sent by friends, relatives or imaginary 
jo lly  fat men in red suits in whom  
I’d long since stopped believing.

Strangely enough, even after my 
crisis in faith, Santa’s gifts kept 
com ing year after year.
W hich w as fine by m e, 
even though, by m y own 
estim ates, I hadn’t been a 
“good boy” for 12 years, 
six months and two days.
What was really unsettling, 
though, was that over the years,
I began to notice a change in the 
quality o f the toys.

At first it w^s w ell-nigh im percepti
ble. The plastic seem ed cheaper som e
how, or the paint had been smudged, 
or there were typos on the box. After 
the initial realization, I cataloged the 
decline and fall o f Santa’s performance 
record: first, toys that were shoddy im ita
tions o f the latest fad arrived in m y stock
ing, and then toys that didn’t even work, 
and finally, toys that were m issing parts or

w hose life  expectancy —  from the tim e 
you removed them from the box to the 
tim e you broke them by reading the poor

ly  worded instructions for assem bly 
—  could be measured in m inutes.

I’d had enough, I told m yself. 
Som ething had to be done about this. 

But that was before I got the 
package that changed m y life .

It was last year. Santa had, as

was now usual, neglected to bring m e any
thing I had requested. Instead, I got a 
teddy bear.

This, however, was no ordinary teddy 
bear. A s soon as I liberated it from its gift- 
wrapped prison, its head broke off, spew
ing stuffing all over the rug as it swung to 
and fro from its ratty body, dangling by a 
few  threads. “Standard post-early ’80s 
Kringle workmanship,” I mut
tered to m yself before peering 
into the bear’s exposed  
abdominal cavity to discover 
rolls o f ... paper.

Puzzled, I extracted 
the papers from the ex
bear and unrolled 
them. W hat I found not 
only restored my b elief 
in Santa Claus, but 
shocked me to such a 
degree that then and there 
I resolved to book a flight 
to the North Pole and 
administer som e journalistic 
justice.

The m essage, scrawled in 
Crayola red on toilet paper, read as fo l
lows:

SANTA HOLDING ELVES IN  N.P. 
SWEATSHOP. SEND HELP.

I did.
Traveling at first by airplane, then 

by ship and finally, by dog sled, I 
arrived at a North Pole shanty 
town. Stopping to water m y 
huskies, I asked one o f the 
pointy-eared locals where I 
m ight find a bit o f liquid

refreshment to brace me agi 
and nip o f Arctic w inds bef 
whatever wintry m etropolis 
Santa’s toy factories.

In response to m y eamesi 
faux-Vulcan guffawed so hi 
bells on the tips o f his curie 
verily shake and tinkle in til 
bouncing diaphragm. He thi

EX-TEDDY BEAR M M  JOLLY FAT SLAVE DRIVERS
M i ® «  THE BELTWAY M  ! «  K DJIBOUTI 7 IT

i l 1 1
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me against the bite 
ids before I headed to 
ropolis w as hom e to

earnest query, the 
:d so hard that the 
is curled-up toes did 
le  in tim e with his 
. He then rather

cheerlessly inform ed m e that every bar in 
town had closed , and that the snowy slum  
in which I stood was indeed Claus Central 
—  or had been, at least until the Fat Man 
packed up shop and went further north, 
firing all his workers and replacing them  
with (shudder) non-union em ployees.

A s if  to further shatter m y naivetd, the 
now crestfallen e lf  tragically sw ept out his 
arm, as if  to invite m e to survey the dilapi
dated remains o f what had once been the 
world’s largest industrial toy-m aking 
boom town. Indeed, I did, and it was 
depressing. W hole streets sat silent in 
between bare-faced, boarded-up buildings. 
A  broken-down barbershop pole leaned 
precariously toward the horizon in the 

center o f the town. The 
pole had long since 
ceased to spin. It was 
sad.

“W here does Kriss 
Kringle house his 
m assive factories, if  
not the North Pole?” 
I asked, only to be 

i m et with bitter 
shrugs. From 
everyone.

A s I padded 
across town 
from shack to 

shack, I saw a 
scrawny e lf  woman leading a 

reindeer out into an open courtyard. Taken 
aback by the scene, I noticed the rein
deer had a red, glow ing nose! It was 
Rudolph! A las, no sooner did I rec
ognize the famed reindeer o f holiday

lore than did the 
elfin  strumpet pro
duce a hatchet 
from beneath her 
tattered robes and 
cleave poor 
Rudolph’s skull in 
two.

A s his dying 
bleat rang out 
across the frigid  
air, it joined with m y 
bewildered cries. ‘W hat 
are you doing, 
woman?!?”

‘W ell, folks got 
to survive som e
how. I raise these 
here reindeer for 
pets ’n’ food,” 
she said as she 
proceeded to 
skin and gut 
the carcass.

“But you 
just killed  
Rudolph.”

“Aw, shucks', 
that weren’t Rudolph,”

“N o?”
“Naw, I killed him years ago. I’m 

wearin’ him now.”
This was beyond endurance. How could 

Santa do this? How could he take o ff and 
leave an entire town o f elves to wallow  in 
econom ic stagnation, decline and depravi
ty, their only recourse to slaughter every
one’s favorite Christmas carol for food  
and shelter?

Fearing I would next see 
Frosty the Snowman made into a 

Slurpee, I beat a quick retreat 
back to the sled. There was no use 

looking for a sweatshop here. The 
tow nsfolk would have surely stoned 

Santa and his scabs on sight. I w as begin
ning to think I m ight have to search the 
world over for the crim inal Claus.

... U ntil I saw a large crowd gathering 
in front o f the barbershop pole. They 
looked angry and spoke among them
selves in grow ls and yelps o f indignation.

see SANTA p. 13A
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Life’s a day at the virtual beach if you’re 

an AT&T long distance customer ’Cause 

we give you the first 5 hours of Internet 

access free every month for a whole 

year with AT&T WorldNet Service.

Or get unlimited Internet access for just 

$19.95 a month!

AT&T WorldNet Service makes the 

Net easy to access and easy to use 

It’s updated daily and comes 

complete with leading search 

directories and global e-mail. 

And the software is free!

This is a limited-time offer; so call now

1 800  654-0471, ext 32189

at any time. Non-AT&T long distance customers can get unlimited access for $24.95 per month o r three hours o f access each month lor $4.95. Prices effective as o l 11/15/96. Other terms and conditions may apply ©1996 AT&T- Ail rights reserved.

AT&T
Your True Choice

http://wwwatt.com/college

http://wwwatt.com/college
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M U S I C
Serving Santa Barbara Since 1969

HOLIDAY SALE
Everything on Sale Now

Buy Before You Go H o lla n d  Save Big

• GUITARS 1 BASSES
•  A M | i p a k A G E S  

'"¿from $2|9°°
• r e . * iF r a a ^ E
• MULTI-TRACK :

, ■ RECORDING I  
* V IN T ^ E li iT lIs 1 
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q u ^ l it ^ M s t r u m e n t s
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RENTALS • LESSONS 
LAYAWAY • FINANCING

BIGGEST
IN THE

TRI-COUNTIES
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M e s a / R o o g i e
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G U T IE R R E Z  S
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BEACH

Acoustic 
Guitars 

from $119
Save 30% on 
Yairi,Taylor 
& Gibson

Hours: Mon-Sat 11-6  
Check us out on the WEB 

http^/www. west.net/~fancymus/

9 6 3 - 0 9 8 7
5 3 2  SANTA BARBARA ST. 

SANTA BARBARA

f j j  j\lv a të z
>• M  O D U L U Sr 
ÌG Ft P H I T E

F O S tG X  2 0 0 ^

*RO LLS^

W tk  ■

;oupof

25% OFF
All Non-Sale Items

Expires Jan. 15,1997

i j y  A rt Essentials • 2Ô E. Victoria • 965-5456

2 & East Victoria S t. 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

965 -5456
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t 6 e

50% off European Facial
Facial Includes:

y  Hand/Foot Massage 
y  Aromatherapy Massage 

to Face, Neck & Shoulders 
y  Eyebrow Shaping 
y  Herbal Peel

An $80 value n o w $ 4 0
S i s  i t  “W a x in y . “fa u c e t, 7 « m /

50% off Full or Partial Weave 
or Any Hair Color

( h a i r  c u t  n o t  i n c l u d e d )
Service with Javier only

DeCut International
5 Points Shopping Center

964-8695
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w m , ..
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Everyday
Low

Prices

N A M E  

B R A N D  

J E A N S  

$999

We pay cash 
for your used 
clothing and 
accessories!

Scrundiies 
& Claw flips

9 9 «

* ** *
„ * * * * * *  
E X  C  H A  N  G  E

5122 Hollister Ave. • Magnolia Center 
967-0610

10% off to Students with LD*
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KIDS
Continued from p.5A 

nology,” she said. “And a 
lot of Star Wars stuff, and 
anything Elmo is selling 
well too.”

The Nintendo system 
costs about $200, a little 
pricey for most students, 
but a two-pack of Star 
Wars figurines is only 
$11.99 and individual toys 
are cheaper. And for the 
less aggressive youngster, 
Jewel Hair Barbie . is 
$15.99. Some Barbies are 
marked down to under $5, 
Zaffruto said.

For less traditional gifts, 
the Game Keeper offers a 
variety of games for all 
ages. One of the most po
pular items is Mystic 
Sticks, sold for $24.99. 
The object of the game ac
tivity is to keep one verti
cal stick in the air by hit
ting it with two horizontal 
sticks, according to Game 
Keeper sales associate 
Chris Williams.

“Kids love juggling 
things, and actually, they 
[Mystic Sticks] are consid
ered to be the ’90s version 
of the hula hoop,” he said.

For kids masquerading 
as adults, games like Sequ
ence are the top sellers, 
ranging from $23-$50. For 
the serious game player, 
there is a $12,000 roulette

SANTA
Continued from p.H A  

Several of them had guns 
and pitchforks. Nearing 
the back of the crowd, I 
asked an elderly bystander 
what ail the fuss was 
about

“They got Bob,” was all 
the old elf could say before

wheel available from 
Game Keeper’s catalog 
and an intricate Romans- 
vs.-Barbarians chess set 
for $290.

Natural Wonders is the 
place to shop for the eco- 
sensitive kid. One of the 
most unique items is an 
adoption kit available to 
help save your choice of 
African plains, dolphins or 
wolves for $20-$25. The 
Beanie Babies stuffed pen
guins are the current best

“Natural 
Wonders is the 
place to shop 
for the eco* 

sensitive kid.”

seller, according to a Na
tural Wonders employee.

“They are the latest 
craze. They’ve gotten a lot 
of publicity, and they’ve 
been on morning talk 
shows. They are cute, 
cuddly, limited edition 
items. Once they are gone, 
they are going to be collec
tor’s items,” he said.

Also popular is the Star 
Saucer selling for $15, and 
with the Star Trek crystal
growing kit, kids can grow

bursting into tears, which 
steamed, streaming down 
his cheeks.

“Bob,” I soon learned, 
was Bob Jones, an elf s elf 
if ever there was one. 
Called “Che” by his 
friends and associates, 
Jones had vanished over 
ten years ago on the eve of 
a strike against Kringle 
Inc. — a strike Jones had

their very own dilithium 
crystals for $30.

Cartoon-crazed kids 
will be more than happy to 
get something from the 
Warner Bros. Store, where 
Space Jam paraphernalia 
is selling out, according to 
Manager Deanne Philips. 
Merchandise, from action 
figures to socks, is avail
able from $8-$48.

Dalmatian fan April 
Rodriguez, age 9, loves the 
stuffed puppies available 
at the Disney Store for 
$25.

“I want one just like in 
the movie,” she said. 
“They're cute, and I like to 
hug them.”

The new 101 Dalma
tians movie has sparked a 
lot of interest in the spot
ted Disney products, ac
cording to a Disney 
representative.

If shopping for that spe
cial youngster still seems 
daunting, never fear, there 
are still a few options left. 
You can just forgo the gift 
and chalk it up as an early 
lesson in disappointment 
for the tyke. Or for the 
more practical gift-giver, 
you can always go to your 
neighborhood liquor store 
and pick up one of those 
fake beepers filled with 
gum— they always bring a 
smile. And if that doesn’t 
work, remember, it’s the 
thought that counts.

been at the forefront of 
and a strike that crumpled 
under Claus’ iron heel 
soon after the charismatic 
elf s disappearance.

Every year since, their 
leader and livelihood hav
ing vanished, the towns
folk gathered at the bar
bershop pole for a moment

See SANTA p.!8A

12  t h
ANNIVERSARY

SALE

9 1 1 1At S la te  S tr e e t  
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SALE ON U N TIL 12/ 12 /96

( S a m y l s  C a m e r a  j
Variety of Student 

Discounts Available
•  2 0 %  off photo finishing
• 2 0 %  off cam era rentals
•  D iscount on all photo  

supplies
•  A rt Studio 120

Upper Division Photography

• We have all the supplies for UCSB 
Photography Classes

• Cameras, Film, and Accessories
• Binoculars • Dark Room Supplies
• 24-Hour Quality Film Processing
• Video Cameras and 

Accessories
• Video Camera Rentals
• Videotape Duplications
O nly 10 M inutes  
from Cam pus

SANTA
BARBARA

910 East Haley St..

9 6 3 -7 2 6 9

STORE
HOURS
M -F  8 -6  
Sat 9 -5

G R AN D  O P EN IN G

m m
MEX

(OWNER. SHAJpeg

C alle

SURF COUNTRY SURF UPDATE
B o v y ’s have b een  b ig  up N orth; N orth  or South  
has b een  the c a ll for su rf la tely . L ook  for little  

W N W  sw e ll F riday and Sunday, but w e ’re s till 
w aitin g  for the storm  track to  drop d ow n . 

P o ssib le  h eavy  sa crifice  is  n eed ed , 
la te  JO C K

Come by and see our daily fax surf update.



14A Thursday, December 5,19% Advertising Supplement Daily Nexus

i Santa A¡
! E arly !0 ^ \ \

ULTRABRONZ HIGH & LOW PRESSURE TANNING BEDS

5 7 1 7  C A L L E  R E A L  • 6 8 3 - 0 0 7 2
(IN  TH E CALLE REAL CE N T ER )  • O P E N  7 D A Y S

And Other Fine Gifts 
for Musicians

★  O pen Sundays ’Til Christm as ★  
_________________ 12 - 5 pm

JENSEN GUITAR & MUSIC
SALES • SERVICE » LESSONS • RENTALS • REPAIRS
S a n ta  B a r b a r a  Open Mon-Fri 10 am-7 pm • Sat 10 am-5 pm
2830 De la Vina St. (In the Ralph’s shopping center)..............6 8 1 4 0 1 J
S olvang  Open Daily 11 am-6 pm
445 Second St (across from Solvang Festival Theatre)  6 8 6 - 0 0 8 0

Authorized Dealer for
Takamine • Hamer • Crate • Gibson • Martin • Ovation • Rikkenbacker------

< tri ke th e  <¿Pose this (<p£oU$a/y . . .

. . .  ^ M J ith  f y o m  f o l d ’s

Free Enrollment Certificate’
'Join Gold's Gym Now and Receive a FREE Enrollment 

Certificate for a Family Member or Friend.

Plus... SAVE $50 Off Enrollment Fee on 
VOUR Continual Membership Program. 
Hurry! Certificates are limited.
Expires 12/24/96.

G o le t a
964-0556

Uptown
563-8700

Santa Barbara 
965-0999 jßS*

q  Available at: _ _  —

C o m ic s  o n  P a r a d e
933 State Street, Santa Barbara • (805) 965-2400

WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY 11:00-8:00, SUNDAY-TUESDAY 11:00-7:00
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BOOKS
Continued from p.6A 

viruses, bacteria and other 
disease-causing nasties, as 
well as their effects on and 
parallels to society.

If a book doesn’t quite 
fit the bill, Earthling also 
provides calendars as a 
terrific alternative.

Make your holiday 
shopping quick and pain
less this year with gifts 
from  th e  E a r th lin g  
Bookshop. JM e B a it

co n tin u ed  on  p . 16A
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☆  For STUDENTS: 
all kinds of ACADEMIC SOFTW ARE to help with 
future studies

☆  For the HOLIDAYS:
many great gift ideas including G IFT  
CERTIFICATES available in any amount

☆  For EVERYONE:
• Modems by { ¡ ^ 0 | , 0 t j c s -

many GAMES
-including Rebel Assault ¡land WarCraft
-  we can special order any title

• Custom PCs
-  we build them for you right here

•S O LU TIO N S  to your software problems

• and lots more
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Mercury
Software

1213 State St. SB • 962-8577
(opposite the Granada Theater in La Plazuela)
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M l«*
M i l l

H i l l

• H I !
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\
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^¿Nightly 

v \ *  Daily
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F ÌN S E ' J  j p  
M  \  /  MUNCHIES

1 Price, 2  Bars, 
3 Rooms & DJs

5918 Hollister Avc.,Golcta f 683-2577

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
from tfie

R M
ADULT VIDEO CENTER

C alifornia ’s C iàssiest ÄduCt Store is <tfg w  Openl

1000s of VIDEOS • CD ROMS
TOYS • LINGERIE

Great Holiday Gift Ideas!
6 -to U C S B

101 FREEWAY
Hwy 154

Hollster Ave.

State St. Exit

State

to LA .A
IVI ISA

4135 State St. 
967-8282

COME, VISIT US 
TODAY AND RECEIVE 
YOUR FIRST RENTAL

I

R I V I E R A
4135 STATE (State & Hwy 154) 967-8282

H O U R  
UCSB's Best H appy H our

Free M unchies • $1*50 Drafts • D ally Specials

TUESDAY NIGHT

P A R T Y
Guest Bartenders

NFL Brunch & Crunch 
S U N D A Y / ^  

$5*95 V  
A ll-U -C a n -E a t Buffet 
Catch a ll the Gam es

Book Your 
Holiday, Greek, or 
Other Functions at 

Alex's!

S A T U R D A Y  
College Game Day 

Free Ta co  B ar, /M  
fesr Chips & Salsa ssr 
HAPPY H O U R  12 -8 P M
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The
Birthday

Box...
The UCSB way 

to say a special 
Happy Birthday to 
your friends, room
ies or significant 
others — through 
the Daily Nexus.

Show them you 
care with a person
alized greeting 
from you — pub
lished in the Nexus 
Classifieds.

Come to the 
Nexus Ad Office, 
Storke Tower room 
1041 or call 
893-3828 for more 
information.

RESPECT LapPak
a new qeneration

RESPECT, inc. TOLL i FIEE >• B.LAPPAK1 •  fax 415.512.8997 •  http://www.respectus.co

GIFTS
Continued from p.8A 

unless you’ve got purist 
friends, avoid this logical 
approach.

Now if you want the 
easy way out, the state can 
help you with its designer 
holiday lottery-scratcher 
tickets, conveniently  
labeled with a “TO” and 
“FROM” for you to fill in 
at your leisure. This gift 
has many pluses: It’s only a 
buck, you could hypothet
ically make your friends 
rich, and it helps out the 
public schools.

However, the draw
backs are formidable: 
Your friends will know 
that you only spent a buck 
on them; if one of the tick
ets pays off, you will fore
ver kick yourself for giving 
it away; and whenever the 
public schools ask the gov
ernment for sorely needed 
funds, the sneaky politi
cians dodge the request by 
saying, “Hey, you already 
get all of the money from 
the lottery! Try again next 
year....”

For these reasons, you 
may want to seek out more 
sentimental gifts that don’t 
cost very much, but will 
get an “Awww” every time 
your friend shows them to 
others while you stand by 
in modest smugness. 
These kinds of presents in
clude tiny glass figurines, 
bead necklaces, clay sta
tuettes, miniature wooden

toys and the ever-useful 
ashtray (for smokers of all 
kinds). These have the ad
vantage of being relatively 
cheap, distinctive and 
serve as a memento of your 
years into the future, Until 
the gift falls into the gar
bage disposal from its pre
carious position on the 
kitchen-sink windowsill.

The best place to find 
these offerings is at the 
counter of your favorite 
boutiques and card stores 
or tucked away under 
shelves of shoes at your 
friendly neighborhood 
thrift shop. Garage sales 
are good for this too, but 
you’re going to need to set 
up a serious Goleta drag
net to find a family selling 
their useless trinkets on 
the driveway in the middle 
of December. The easiest 
way to find these many 
cheap gifts is to nonchal
antly look for them while 
you shop for the few ex
pensive gifts,reserved for 
close family and signific
ant others.

Thus, with minimal ini
tiative and even less cash, 
you can find the many pre
sents your friends crave 
without selling your bus 
ticket home for the holi
days. Or, if you want to 
take a gamble, you can buy 
the aforementioned lot
tery tickets for yourself, 
hoping that one will pay 
off big, and then you can 
buy really nice presents for 
everyone.

mnmesuppozr ofthbAmer
ican people-, THE PPE&PENTMAY 
WEU, LEAPUSACROESTHArm- 
MOUS BRIPEEANPHW  
OF HISTORY! THANKYO

con tinued  on p. 17A

S U R F B O A R D S
S H O R T  'TO L O N G ' H A N D D A l L Y  
BY ROGpR "

♦ QUALITY FIBERGLASS REPAIR, W ITH  OVER 
j 4 0  YEARS OF COM BINED EXPERIENCE

CO. OR
SANTA BARBARA SHAiPING STUDIO

, , :̂ ^ v ^ . i ^ T M Q P A ^ E O S J W 4 a f e S A N T A : . B A R B A . R A E ^

http://www.respectus.co
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okay, w h y  
PONT I  TAKEAmioues>-i
\  TIO NS...CT

YEAH. G  m  
CLINTON H  

GOING TO ^  
BEINPICTEP?

BUT FINGT, IW A N T  TO 
THANK YOU A N P  THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR 
APPOINTING A LL THOSE 
SPECIAL PROSECUTORS..

YEAH, I  HAVE 
A  QUESTION ON 
W HITEW ATER...

f YEf, «S 
THE LA P / 
IN  THE I 
B A C K ..!

IM ASTOOYOUNG FOR
WATERGATE, SO I'V E  NEVER
SEENA PRESIDENT IN  SER!
OUSLEGAL TROUBLE BE
FORE! T S  VERT EXCITING

a-3

co n tin u ed  on p. 19A

20MD*OFF
ENTIRE STOCK OF SKI & 
SNOWBOARD CLOTHING
• Snowboard Sales & Rentals
• Ski Rentals /tta/ r'ch?
• Pro Ski Tunes ipuii^l 

& Repairs E ffig i ©
• Snowboard Ttines a m * w a l k

SOAPQhEA»«.
m ow  bo r d  m o

M -

prom.

EUROPA
Men’s and 
Women’s 
Ski Bibs

$ 5 9 * 9 9  B«9 S«

EUROPA
Youth

Ski
Bibs

$49*99 R e ,  S70

y  spoowc

PASSPORT •V O Y Y O 'M

MOUNTAINGOAT

U Q P

4P  % Iff

#  -=Lovelace & Sons Inc.
5775 Calle Real • Goleta • 964-8703

HOURS • M-W10-6PM. Th-FRI 10-7PM, Sat 9-5PM, Sun11-5PM

Patty Montana
C L O T H IN G  &  ACC ESSO R IES

Holiday Clothing
Velvet Overalls 

Chenille Sweaters 
Velvet Dresses

5726 C alle Real •  G ole ta  • 683-2733

X M A S
sjSTUFF

students 
b a v e  1 0 %  

with ID!!
now qcar onl

C H U R C H  O F  S K A T A N
336 ANACAPA ST, SB 

899-1586
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TEMPO MUSIC & VIDÉO

CDS / CASSETTES / SINGLES 
POSTERS / T-SHIRTS / GUITAR STUFF 

LAVA LAMPS / BLACK1IGHTS 
WE BUY & SELL USED CDS

Y 7 0 T J O

Q tjG H S

BRING IN THIS COUPON FOR
$1.00 OFF

any new or used CD in the store!
(Does not apply to sale items or singles, expires 12/31/96)

TEMPO ISLA VISTA
6540 Pardall (Next to Freebirds), (805) 685-9695

I’m  s u re  g la d  
LESTER is  m y 

H ead  E lf!!

I want a \  
cordless 

phone.

How ‘bout ' 
a Princess 
phone or a 
900 M H Z  
Cordless

H e llo  Asylum.^) 
I hope you have 
a pen, th is  is  a

LONG 
LIST!

_  'DO WHAT SANTA DOES

& GOTO THE CELL ASYLUM!
FAMILY PLAN

2 FREE PHONES 
100 included m inutes 

1st m onth  FREE o r 
s50.00 off y ou r Bill 

NO ACTIVATION FEE & 
1 Y ear o f Long Distance 

fo r Free!

DIGITAL DEALS!
100.00 Equip Rebate
100.00 OFT Your Bill 

(That’s  4 m onths FREE)
No Activation Fee &

1 y ear o f Long 
D istance fo r FREE

NEC
SPORT II

$39.99

NOW IN STOCK!
From

$79.99
SEIKO 
PAGER 

WATCHESI 
Waterproof! 

(to 50 meters)

STO RE H OURS M-F 1 0 -7  • SAT 1 0 -6  • SUN 1 2 -6  als<* bv appointment

T W E  C  E LL  A S  Y L  U M
C e l l u l a r  P h o n e s , P a g e r s ,  V o i c e  M a i l ,  &  A c c e s s o r i e s

o “Committed to your Satisfaction”

SANTA
Continued from p,13A 

of silence. And every year 
since, rumors — wild ru
mors — have flown as to 
just who was responsible 
for Jones’ removal from 
the scene.

Except that this year 
there was no silence fester
ing under the barbershop 
pole. This year the rumors 
and resentment were wil
der than ever, and the 
townsfolk were going to 
do something about it. Be
cause this year somebody 
had managed to find out 
just where Kriss Kringle 
had relocated his billion
aire rear end — over the 
icecaps, 35 miles to the. 
southeast.

The elves were moving 
out on foot. Quickly, I 
thought of a plan and ran 
formysled. If I was lucky, I 
reasoned, I could beat 
them there, uncover the 
sordid truth about Santa 
Claus and sic the media 
jackals of the world on his 
e rm ine  u n d e r w e a r - ,  
w earin’ behind. And 
maybe avert a lynching as 
well.

Quickly, the elves leapt 
to the conclusion that 1 
was a Clausite spy out to 
warn the fat man before 
they could string him up.

I was in trouble. Mush, 
damn ye! On Blitzer! On 
Brokaw! On Povich! On 
Rather! Yah!

Eat my snow, you de
ranged deer-skinners.

Leaving the Lilliputian 
Leonard Nimoys in my 
proverbial dust, I sped 
southward, and in no time 
at all, the Claus compound 
loomed before me. I had to 
make the most of my time 
before the mob caught up 
to me.

Inside the compound, 
Claus had no idea what 
was about to hit the fan. 
He had probably been 
napping before I woke him 
up. At least, that was my 
guess — he had red circles 
under his eyes when he 
came into the massive of
fice I had been shown into 
by .his Bib Fortuna only 
moments before.

Seeing his plumpness 
astride the door frame 
took my breath away. Here 
I was, a rogue reporter ab
out to uncover the world’ŝ  
most beloved holiday fig
ure as a union-busting, 
racketeering, sweatshop
running slave driver, and 
there he was, undulating 
into his chair like an evil 
Jack Germond. I was 
speechless.

“I’m speechless,” I said.
I had conned my way into 
an audience with the Fat

Man by posing as a, shall 
we say, supplier of, er, ex
tralegal labor. Yes, I was a 
coyote, damn it, and I was 
going to pull the wool over 
this man’s beady eyes — 
this man who’d been fleec
ing the whole of little-kid- 
dom for generations.

“So, Santa, how’s the 
old profit margin?"

“Ho, ho, ho! Couldn’t 
be better! We topped last 
quarter’s average by 25 
percent!”

“Uh-huh. Say ... would 
you be interested in, ah, 
some extralegal — er, I 
mean cheap — workers?”

“Why, how cheap are 
you talking about, boy?”

My heart was pounding 
like a bad drum solo. He 
was going for it. “Well, les
see. ... I believe I could get 
you some Sri Lankans for 
35 cents a day each. Or 
5-year-olds from Guam. 
Or—and this is my special 
offer — the entire cast of 
Saturday Night Live. 
They’ll do whatever work 
you want for a quarter a 
day. Buy now, and I’ll 
throw in the writers for a 
nickel a day. Hell, you can 
have ’em for free.”

“Sounds bully, lad —”
“Oh, one more thing, 

Kriss — may I call you 
Kriss?—I’ll need to know 
which country my poorly 
ventilated steamer needs 
to set sail for right away. 
Where do you keep your 
sweatshop?”

“Djibouti. You can’t 
miss it. It’s built right on 
top of Bob Jones’ grave.”

“AHA! I’VE GOT YOU 
NOW, YOU FAT BAS
TARD!” I cried, ripping 
the tape recorder from my 
vest pocket and spinning it 
around by its cable, twir
ling it around my head like 
a lariat as I did a dance of 
victory. The cable, you see, 
was connected to a trans
mitter in my belt. And the 
transmitter — oh, deli- 
qious! — had been beam
ing the last five minutes of 
conversation back to my 
sled, where my mini
media satellite dish had 
been feeding it to every 
news station and wire ser
vice in the world!!!!

Well, to make a long 
story short — too late — 
Santa had his major domo 
toss me out on my butt in 
the cold sno\v, but on my 
third bounce out the door, 
I could already see two 
hordes approaching the 
compound from the north 
and south.

The media, who had 
been monitoring the sting 
en route from Los Angeles, 
nearly trampled the poor 
elves, who’d been watch-

See SANTA p.!9A
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ing the whole affair unfold 
on their portable Sony 
Magnavoxes as they made 
the trek to Claus’ mansion. 
All hell broke loose as the 
enraged ex-workers lay 
siege to the compound.

What followed has to 
rank among the top disap
pointments in my life. Just 
as the elves were firing 
their AK-47s into the air 
and tiying to bum Kringle 
in effigy — their matches 
wouldn’t stay lit — Santa’s 
damage control people 
swung into high gear.

Mrs. Claus emerged 
from the compound and 
pacified everybody by 
strewing the snow with 
$100 bills and offering the 
elves new jobs—as writers 
for SNL. In the ensuing 
ruckus, nobody bothered 
to remember what hap
pened to Bob Jones. I 
guess old Che’s bones are 
still encased in a block of 
cement somewhere in 
Djibouti. Ah, well.

As for me, somebody 
had swiped the sled and 
the lads while I was nailing 
Kringle, so I had to bum a 
ride back to Goleta in the 
Action News chopper. It’s 
just as well — I probably 
would have had to sell the 
dogs at the North Pole just 
to get enough money for 
air fere back to the states, 
and who knows what exo
tic dish they might have 
ended up as. At least now I 
know some reporter from 
Greenland is making good 
use of them.

The same I can’t say for 
Kringle. One of these days, 
I’ll nab him on a charge he 
won’t be able to gloss over 
— not with all the spin- 
meisters in Magic King
dom and the Beltway put 
together. Or is it the Belt- 
way and the Magic King
dom? Who knows.

Anyway, one thing’s for 
sure — now that SNL’s got 
some new writers, it might 
pull out of that rut it’s been 
stuck in since forever. On 
the other hand, we’re all 
going to be getting some 
pretty unfunny toys this 
Christmas.
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